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From the Convenor

Donate, Donate, Donate!?

| sent out the following message to the networl26rsep 2015:
Dear friends,
Many Christian people in marketing ask me this tjaes“How many people do you have in your network”
Honestly | smile and | respond to them like thifié&ve 7000 people in my network but | have triiah
angels supporting me in Heaven.” Sometimes peapfemtdraising to help the poor and provide sheltnd
seek others to donate. That is good, but we mus fadth and believe that God is going to stir desp
hearts to donate and be generous and then His milomaHeaven will be poured over the fundraising.
This reminds me of 2 stories from the bible

1. The story of Peter in Acts 3:3 - Peter did ne¢drmoney but he healed the lame Beggar
2. Jesus prayed for the multitude and fed themtthvdev 14:13-21 (Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand)

Brothers and sisters, if you walk in faith and beé God, He will provide all your need and more.
You also need to pray and believe what you asRkviou.need to allow God to be part of what you anegl
You need to acknowledge others in your missions.
Please think in the spirit, not in the flesh, inatdver you are involved with and in.
At the end give the Lord praise and glory in eva@ing you do. Ask ...Believe....Receive.
God bless you all

| then received this response from a respectechbssivoman (edited for brevity):
This short & powerful message is better than amgnee | have heard.
Thank you for helping me to return to the radicat bheer success of the Holy Spirit remarkable Wways
Your email reply confirms and gives me peace ngpaiing our church project in Africa and an indigmus
minister with their means of using gofundme andathg they harassed me via Facebook and SMS.
| just checked FB [and | wish] they stopped relesgly using such means. How they can tag the yiasno
to my FB page? How can they be so desperate as $0 bude? Donate now! Tell your crowd to donate!
Every day harping on it.
| strongly believe the body of Christ has to begtaunot to harass business people. | am off FR faronths
already because every pastor and itinerant ministehe world wants to befriend me when they knam|
in business.
Christian cyber bullying? Everybody expect businessple to foot their bill and have the gall to dsk
huge sums (of money)am going into hiding... !

God bless you, Lilian Schmid

WWW.prayer strategy.org www.businesswomenhealingministry.org www.transfor mingsydney.org

From the Editor

Compiling the articles in this month’s newsletieim again amazed and renewed in my confidendereétthings:

1.

2.

The Body of Christ is educated, engaged and és®nd our individual capacity because we areedratcross time
and space by the Holy Spirit and by the inspiratif@nies that our brethren who lived before havitten to us.

Life here in the temporal is incredibly sophdated and beautiful, the more so because it igdahidy time - a rose or
orchid is treasured, appreciated and cared-foreathlias vigour and blooms, because the flowersee# last for only
days before they fade and perish. A warm smile faonelderly person in pain and failing health ipsecious.

Even though there is so much trying to tearuayarom being humans made in the image of God) baerwhelmed
with hope - people are being transformed becauskiSalways there waiting to welcome us if we thmbly to
Him. He may not always make things easier for @uthdy lives, but we are never alone even whenawdthe grip of
death; we know that we have a family waiting to welcome us on the other side, in God’s timing of course and not ours.

I'll leave you with an insight from one of our elde

“What is the Christian meaning of death? If we l@ikhe most painful moments of our lives, whetostea
loved one — our parents, a brother, a sister, ausgo a child, a friend — we realise, even amiditagedy of
loss, even when torn by separation, the convidiises in our hearts that everything cannot be ptleat the
good given and received has not been pointlesseTis@ powerful instinct within us, which tellatrour
lives do not end with death.” Pope Francis, Genékatlience Address, 27 November 2013

Grace, Bjorn Schmid
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Thoughts on Health

From Loree Rudd, June 19 2015 family peace and gratitude, despite the pain of fos

On Page 2 of the Sydney Morning Herald today tre fi loved ones.

headline reads "Poor hit hardest under cuts toipublo my mind there is no separation of divinity and
hospitals”". Last night | watched the ABC documgntascience. God spoke. His Living Word became and
"Between a Frock and a Hard Place" then a sped& Q becomes reality: wondrous, intricate, complex. &we
with panel and audience mostly identifying with theeeks to know that reality without myth, superstiti
community that some USA politicians have clumpelearsay or religion.

together under the acronym LGBTI - lesbian, ga)ﬁ,
bisexual, transgender and intersex. A minority, paeel
member, long serving NSW politician Fred Nile, dahd
seemed some audience members who applauded ceftd
comments he made, identified more broadly with thehis | know about Him with all my being: He loves u
human family and showed by their participation thatith His whole heart, His whole soul, His whole whin
they care about the welfare of all who claim to éhavand His whole strength. We, created in His imaige,ih
sexual identity differences from mutual male-femaldlis power, joy and intimate, creative love whenloxe
sexual attraction or more attractions than one g&p#or Him with all our heart, soul, mind and strengthsHi
sexual identity conflict between body and mind. commandments to us are for our health, fulfilmgmy,

in inner-peaceful and purposeful living. This is

ure. For God is neither myth nor religion. Hegality -
the Living Word incarnating substance and life,ihgy
%aining, transforming and healing substancdifend

Finance, personal story, belief and scientific argat

are defining health in powerful ways. prosperity.

Health in Australia is an industry - God spoke. His Living Our bodies will always get wear and
huge and hungry. It is struggling and Word became and te_ar when we are living in u'nlty with
yet an ever-advancing scientific becomes reality: Him - often more destructive wear

and tear when we arent. So He
patches us up. A holy health industry
cooperates with Him, giving people
seeks to know that informed choice, a true picture of
reality without myth, extent and limitation of humanity's
scientific expectation from

knowledge, trial and clinical

experience. A holy health industry

frontier. It has overtaken former wondrous, intricate,
major Australian industries. For those complex. Science
outside it there is mystery, foreign
specialist language, awe, fear,
unwarranted faith and trust or equally o
unwarranted abusive distrust. Every SUperstition, hearsay or
citizen has experience of it and every religion. Pure. For God

personal story is unique. '_S ne'ther myth n_or considers staff skill mixes, expertise,
As a not highly qualified registered religion. He is reality... availability and alertness ... and any
nurse (working in public hospitals in compromise in these likely to affect

S.E. Queensland - during hospital-based trainingr oypatient safety and outcome ... for every decisiaalen
1981-1987 and since 2001 - part-time in Canberthén
ACT over almost a decade and one brief month diitni
shifts in Melbourne while | met and visited my cat
guarantine en route from abroad) my insider roknisill

and my knowledge limited.

The reality is that all staff work in less than atleyet
ghopefully always adequate and ever-improving sgttin
safeguards and systems, reporting and seeking turgen
remedy for critical shortfalls in any area that \bu
compromise patient welfare. There are always option
Yet | am an insider and meet people passing thraughand decisions must often be made in a hurry toepves
ranks of staff, patient and visitor. Some patieats life or function of a person in need.

carefully and methodically healed, some are Snﬂ‘[Ch&od does not prevent the inevitable death and detay
from death, some are born and some are given a new

: , our bodies and neither should we. He has a better
lease of life, a transformation at any and everg, a

through breakthroughs in scientific knowledg Ior|f|_ed body for us beyond time - a body fit for
. o ééernlty.

technology and expertise as well as spiritual an

psychological understanding. Some survive horresdoDo we understand? No, but we work with Him and His

hospital errors, large or small. There is extremguish life-supporting  scientists  (medical/health  science

in loved ones of those who don't ... and for cam@ng incorporates multiple professions) to patch up.aiep

careful staff involved in any way. In perfect tsition

too some patients farewell this world in personad a (continued next page)
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heal, render to the maximum possible extent uskfide Jesus returned to earth in His glorified body, exliito
body parts and functions threatening early decbne eternity, able to move and live in time ... recegile by
death. He even restores plus invigorates so tpatson those who knew Him in spirit, word, voice, langaag
becomes more whole/healthy than they ever have beemecollection and manner, but also in physical evigeof

When | reflect on the health industry | think ofeonHIS identity.

particular story about Jesus. He crossed a laleeding
to still a life-threatening storm mid journey -reach the
land of the Gadarenes/Gerasenes. It was His idda an
specific direction to His disciples to make therjoay.
Why? (Luke 8:22-39) There one man beyond huma
help needed Him. We learn that this one man, omgee
Jesus, fell down before Him and cried out with adlo
voice. We also learn that tormenting spirits are
tormented themselves, preferring the habitatiosvahe
and watery depths to the abyss from which they
roamed and to which they must return.

The man, healed, is anointed and
appointed by Jesus as a health
worker in his home town. He is so
filed with joy, however, that the

whole district is compelled to

witness the miracle of his life

reborn. We also learn that many
onlookers preferred ill health for

this man, should they have to
choose - as they perceived they had
- between healing for people in need
and a profitable business model.

... many onlookers
preferred ill health for this
man, should they have to

choose - as they
perceived they had -
between healing for
people in need and a
profitable business
model. ... When we lose
sight of God and His

, : purposes, the health
| am struck by Jesus' compassion for !
the tormenting, tormented demons mdu_stry can feed on
who left the man by His authority - promoting a focus on fear
He gave them their requested and death, a fear of life...
reprieve in swine and watery depths.
He knew that He Himself would soon visit the abiyed
chained their spirits in torment - eternal hopetess
and separation from Life and Love, affirmation and,.

. alike.

honour. He would be murdered in ignorance (for esom

He prepared a meal for His closest
disciples by the sea. The Supper of the New Cauena
before His death had sealed His taking all thabtgsd

to and had been lost by humanity as equally Hisiand
gave all that was His into humanity's ownership. He
restored what Peter had lost. He opened undersgodi

A He had said and done, told them where He wagygo
and why. The Holy Spirit would come and infill theso

He could abide with each and every person. He
mstructed them and us to love each and every paso
.He had loved. Big love, faithful and true. The Heats
Yeart incarnate. He is preparing a place for albwh

embrace Him who not only hear,
but obey His command to love, to
abide in Him.

What has all this got to do with
workloads, budgets, research, the
P.B.S., surgery waiting times,
spiralling costs and relentlessly
rising expectations of the health
industry?

Just this. When we lose sight of God
and His purposes, the health
industry can feed on promoting a
focus on fear and death, a fear of
life, a learned anxiety both placated
and prolonged by reliance on
increasingly expensive tests,
treatments and surgeries, a money-

making machine, a wealth-sucking parasite, an excus
for abandoning personal stewardship of our bodydmi
aoul and spirit - a curse on governments and oize

well-meaning, for others culpable) by religiouskfatho When | see Jesus crossing the lake to the landheof t

would get the state to do their dirty work.

Jesus entered death and hell, and in the victory
obedience to His Father through horrendous cordlhct
affliction - the whole host of the heavenly armytiwi
Him - He defeated the accuser, hater, liar, deceind
gaoler of humanity, thereby breaking the chaing th
bound human spirits to that abyss and its torméiusn
here they were free to choose. He released toalik
reign with Him all those willing to go. | doubt there
were many or any 'stayers', for the lie of theicuser/
satan was exposed in Jesus presence. It is the eazn
since.

Gadarenes | see ‘Doctors Without Borders’ and rpielti
oorpanisations and generous persons looking beyelfid s
to all humanity in need, even for one life; I see the
unsung shift workers who don't shirk their duty for
personal convenience, who don't exploit the system; I
see all who fearlessly face the storms and chademg
ffe to bring life and hope and healing without
motivation of profit yet with an eye to stewardstip
every valuable resource ... especially | see harking
politicians, fashionably ridiculed because of these of
some of them,

carefully planning and allocating

(continued next page)
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Thoughts on Health (...continued)

appropriate funds for resources for health pronmptioreject all or nothing. There's no heavenly shopping
maintenance and restoration - and so we prospsd, Grolley and shelves to choose from. It's all orhmag.
prospers us. We cant buy it or earn it by stacking shelves. rélseno
check-out. All is freely available to all. Freelyew

| rejoice when | hear Jesus' answer to this qomsti . .
receive ... so freely give.

"Having loved God with all my being, who is this
neighbour You ask me to love as myself? What do8e it is in the health industry. | know who you ,are
this mean in practice?" (Luke 10:25-37) whoever you are. You are one He loves. The accuser
has taught people to adopt and wear names ands label
people give them - some listed in the previous

religion, all religions - and the uselessness ofjtbeld .
appointed inherited roles of blessing within thefy. IN paragraph. When people believe the names andslabel
bpol : ! oles o iNg withi ' they become chained to them and believe that is the

FACT, we are ignoring the needs of others before oy, 7 .. . I . .
- : identity and they can't live or enjoy life outsitleem.
eyes. The expert on religious understanding anantre . .

. . . X The names make demands: "You must do this for me,
born into a priestly inheritance passed by the edkdnd . N " .

. . because I'm ....... " Or "l reject you, because
beaten man left to die on the roadside they were " L .

: : ) you're ....... I".  Health does not lie in meetirtgege
travelling. The currency of the Father's heamnircy.

, . . demands and health workers and
Jesus' motivation was and remains . overnments would do  well to
compassion for all - even those sure To Him we are all g . )

understand and be firm in

they could see when they were really people born to royalty compassionate, practical application

His answer points to the uselessness of religiamy

spiritually blind; those sure they were in His Kingdom, sons
living a pure religious life when they 54 daughters of His
were morally and spiritually bankrupt Eather - with a shower/

in a Kingdom of Heaven whose
currency is mercy and compassion. Path, sandals, a robe

He spoke directly with these ones, not and a ring awaiting us
pretending all was well with them. if we're not already

Jesus has compassion on all Washed and wearing

humanity: rich, poor, tall, short, them. And there's a
enjoying a local heritage, bringing a  feast of love and joy
foreign heritage, blessed and uplifted 5 peace, acceptance

by_ Ilfe,_ robbed_ and beaten_by life, and honour with Him in
saint, sinner - it makes no difference .
this world and the next.

to Him. .
We may accept or reject

In Christ there is no left wing or right all or nothing.

of their understanding.

G.P.s, allied
scientists and

We need hospitals,
health professions,
informed carers specialising in
healing hearts, bodies, souls and
minds. The Father's love is eager to
embrace each person, to protect
through commands born  of
understanding the image (His) in
Whose likeness we are created;
understanding therefore what brings
the love and recognition and respect
we long for.

As we age our bodies complain and
our memory fades. There is great

wing; no systems of individuality or
collectivism; no sexual preference or identity
complexity; no Christian, Jew, Muslim, Hindu etc. or
atheist; no private or public enterprise; no legal or illegal

challenge and great comfort and
ultimate joy available in every age, stage and a&pee.
Scars do not have to own and direct our lives. That
Gadarene man had plenty, but they were lost ifjape

;trlgre]n; n_?_éoﬁ?mev\(l)égf:}ﬂeégwé aggryigkrgrgﬁ;—lllii of encountering One Who cared enough to combat
9. beop y obstacles in His path and confront the cause of his

Kingdom, sons and daughters of H's. Father. . V.V'th tBrment. That despised Samaritan, with wrong ttggolo
shower/bath, sandals, a robe and a ring awaiting us .
, : according to those who also walked that way thgt da
we're not already washed and wearing them. Angtthe . . .
. did the same for the man left to die by the roaddsus
a feast of love and joy and peace, acceptance @molh

. L . story. It cost him, as it cost Jesus and His dissi to
with Him in this world and the next. We may accept heal the Gadarene.
Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit, give us all wisdom @edsonal revelation to understand how
You want us to love, honour and heal all whom aedl with during our pilgrimage in
time. Forgive us Father where we have failed - Wlave - and give us grace and
authority to heal in Jesus' Name.

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org
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Maintaining Human Dignity
A message by Geoffrey Bullock, FamilyVoice Austr&ially for Life 2nd February 2013
Friends, | commend you for gathering here todaye aké here today for a good and godly purpose:

« We are here to proclaim the right to life of eveonceived human being. It is highly significant
« We are here to highlight the harm abortion doealltof those involved — the that a universally-
child, the mother, the father, the families anddbeiety. agreed definition of

. We are here to honour the courage and wisdom ofemowho seek to nurture ~ human dignity can't
and bring to birth their unborn children in advecgeumstances. be found.

+ We are here to comfort those women and men wholack in sorrow on their earlier decision to abort.

« And we are here to encourage those facing the dikeraf a problem pregnancy to continue to nurtuesrth
unborn child — and to offer them our resourcehi&b &nd.

In all this, we are affirming the dignity — and &etl, the holy specialness — of every human lifat 48 we can be
clear on this, | want to answer the question: viniuman dignity, and why do we bestow on it suig lvalue?

It is highly significant that a universally-agre@efinition of human dignity can’t be found. Whileany agree that it
concerns ‘respect’, there is no agreement on wbiores demonstrate that ‘respect’. One encyclopasdys:

“International proclamations have thus far left dity undefined”and*it is rarely defined outright in political,

legal, and scientific discussiongWikipedia)

Why is this so? It is because there is no uniVigragreed definition of what it means to be ‘hurhanhat it
means to be human; how humans should be treated, and the difference between humans and other aspects of the
created order are questions that are answereddtiffe by the many worldviews, philosophies, idepés and
religions of the world. In answering the questibmant to contrast the materialist and the theigiews of human
dignity, and to look at the consequences of botHdviews. The materialist first!

It is fair to say that the materialist view of maoes not take into account man'’s full capacities @apabilities, and
has little idea of what he is here for — that @8, What end purpose he exists. Neo-atheist maesgientist Richard
Dawkins agreed with this when he wroté/e are survival machines — robot vehicles progragdnto preserve the
selfish molecules known as genéRichard Dawkins ‘The Selfish Gene’ OUP 1976).

Francis Crick — co-discoverer of human DNA — exgdigs further’...your joys and your sorrows, your memories
and your ambitions, your sense of personal idemtitgt free will, are in fact no more than the belaviof a vast
assembly of nerve cells and their associated mtdeti{Francis Crick ‘The Astonishing Hypothesis: Theeftific
Search for the Soul’ New York: Charles Scribnedass1994).

Francis Schaeffer exposed the basis of the mastnééw of man when he wrotéThose who hold the material-
energy chance concept of reality ... do not know wineat is ... They see man in essence only as ansictlly
competitive animal that has no other basic opempninciple than natural selection brought aboutthg strongest,
the fittest, ending on top(Francis Schaeffer ‘A Christian Manifesto’ p.26).

Anglican Archbishop Peter Jensen summed up therialigefailure to deal with human dignity when teote: “It
is a fatal defect of secular anthropologies thasince they do not know the end of man ... [tjhey cargspond to
the question ‘what is man for?’ ... What it mean®éohuman can be judged only by what we know of hilyrsa
true fulfilment.” (Anglican Archbishop Peter Jensen ‘At the He&the Universe’ IVP 1991 p.26)

If materialists find it difficult to know who or wdt man is and what he should do, then how canah#yoritatively
say what human dignity is? As Chuck Colson séfjsman is merely a fortuitous collection of molédes in a
meaningless cosmos, why should he have any inhégaig” [or dignity]? (Chuck Colson ‘Kingdoms in Conflict’
Hodder & Stoughton 1987 p.75)

Without a transcendent authority — a Creator —edate who we are and what we are made for, masthsut full
knowledge of himself. What we see in the worldayp@re power struggles where the competing viewsiari —
especially the materialist, the Muslim and the @&J@éristian views — vie for ascendancy. The atamkthe dignity
of human life by the materialist elite in Australad other western nations are plain to see: i@bortuthanasia,
human embryo destruction, genocide, eugenics, iptieh & sex-trafficking, the sexualisation of oghildren,

(continued next page)
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Maintaining Human Dignity (...continued)

unhealthy and unnatural sexual expression, thendrgde, the use of donor eggs and sperm in sweyoga
Every day, Australians are treated to a feast afdnudegradation in the media and entertainment:

« fatherhood is treated with contempt; ... if human dignity is
+ motherhood is marginalised in favour of career pursuits; thus determined, there
« animals are treated more compassionately than haimasave the whales can be no common

and abortion on demand is the cry of many materialists); cause that can unite all

men; there can be no

« much of what we see and hear on our TVs and raslioanal trivia
common good

- Behind all of these facets of life today are twcemigly paradoxical acceptable to all;
Lo . s
principles: and the future of our
¢ Humans are free to determine their own destiny; civilisation is in
+ Humans will be whatever their masters want theiveto jeopardy

Friends, if human dignity is thus determined, there can be no common cause that can unite all men; there can be no
common good acceptable to all; and the future of our civilisation is in jeopardy. Philosopher Peter Kreeft shows
why: “... without religion, no moral absolutes; without moral absolutes, no real morality;, and without real morality,
no survival of civilization. Thus without religionivilization cannot survive.” (‘Peter Kreeft ‘C S Lewis for the
Third Millennium’)

What about the theistic view of human dignity? iSteeknow from whence comes human dignity. ‘HurBagmnity’
stems from our Creator God and the value placedsohy Him. Just as a tennis racquet is ‘dignifileg’hitting
tennis balls because that is what it was madeyfatishmakers, so we are dignified because we aderitathe image
of God our Creator. The Catechism of the CathGharch rightly insists that thglignity of the human person is
rooted in his or her creation in the image and fikses of God.”

God values us so much, He made us like Himselfthisnbook ‘Issues Facing Christians Today’, Revn)8hott
writes: “Our value depends then on God's view of us andtr@hship to us. As a result of this, human ridlatsd
dignity] are not unlimited rights, as if we are é¢o be and do absolutely anything we like. Theyimited to what

is compatible with being the human person God medand meant us to be.(John Stott ‘Issues Facing Christians
Today’, Marshall Pickering 1990 p156)

We belong to God! He has made us like Himself! &we made to act in accord with His will and pugzisie
know who we are! We know what to do! We know true destiny and true fulfilment! This is true hamdignity!
And today we proclaim this wonderful truth and thlls city — this state and this nation — that e @mmitted to
maintain true human dignity!

We declare — to use the words of Southern Bagiestdr Albert Mohler — thdt..the only foundation for a recovery
of human dignity is an affirmation of the fact tleaery single human being is made in God’s imagkisiof sacred
worth from the moment of fertilization until natuceeath.” (Al Mohler 130118 - http://www.worldviewchurchg'r
wvc-digest/featured-articles/19143-forty-years-aftee-human-dignity-hangs-in-the-balance)

We declare to the population controllers — those whbuld limit our numbers: If you embrace the digof — and
the right to life for — all persons from conceptiomatural death:

+ there will be more people aware of and committed to the dignity of others;
 there will be more people aware of the need to use their dominion of the earth wisely;
- and there will be more people living for the loieGod and their neighbours.
We declare to those who would rid the earth of g¥&ulty human:
« welcome the disabled as your friend;
 carry the problems of the dysfunctional;

* become the support of the abnormal;

nurture the weak till they are strong;
(continued next page)
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Maintaining Human Dignity (...continued)

« provide for the needy till they can fare for theiass. ...set your goals
If you do this, you will discover your true purpcased dignity. ...see the potential
We declare to those who would trivialise human ijgn ...help all

 set your goals to produce God’s goodness in human life; ...be reconciled to the living God

+ see the potential for good in every human life;
» encourage, exhort and help all to excel in expressing their human dignity;
+ be reconciled to the living God and His purposes/ur life.

To those who know they belong to God, let me ermgeiryou with a verse from the hymn ‘This is My Feath
World':

This is my Father’s world:

Oh, let me ne’er forget

That though the wrong seems oft so strong,

God is the ruler yet.

This is my Father’s world,

The battle is not done:

Jesus who died shall be satisfied,

And earth and Heav'n be one(Maltbie Babcock 1901)

In closing | want to tell a story. In his book ‘@iClowns of God’, Australian author Morris West {8hoes of the
Fisherman’ fame) writes about Christ’s return totteaWhen he comes, he places a Downs SyndromegiHis
knee and serves her the Eucharist bread and whtee pre-empts the people’s questions about whethés lthe
Christ and he deals with their question about tHe (aumanity by saying:

“What better [sign] could I give than to make this little one whole and new? I could do it; but I will not ... 1
gave this mite a gift | denied to all of you — e@rinnocence ... She will never offend me, as albafhave
done. She will never pervert or destroy the warkey Father’s hands. She is necessary to yow wilh
evoke the kindness that will keep you human ... Sheremind you every day that | AM WHO |
AM.” (Morris West ‘The Clowns of God’ William Morrow, NY981 p.336)

May God keep us all in the paths of true humanitign

O SAVE THE DATE §7#%) GLOBAL FORUM
- = B GLOBAL FORUM @ for o WORLD WITHOUT ORPHANS
FOR A WORLD WITHOUT ORPHANS

o

FEB 11-14, 201
CHIANG MAI, THAILAND

For more information and to fill out the application to attend please visit www.wwoforum.org
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Yes Minister and Discipleship Goals
By Michael Huggins, 1987

Since Christmas | have spent odd moments enjogading the book version of “Yes Minister “ . Laugi
recently over the chapter “The Compassionate Sptietuddenly started to take stock of myself , joly and the
Church.

Jim Hacker, as Minister fahe Department of Administrative Affaidiscovers to his horror, that a hospital that had
been opened for 18 months had an administrativieafta42 plus 170 porters, cleaners, laundry woskgardeners
cooks, and so forth, yet no Doctors, no nursinfj,gta patients.

In pursuing the matter he was then further shotiduhd that neither his Permanent Under-Secratanthe people
involved were at all concerned because they weappilyabusy with “Contingency Planning, ‘Data andsRarch
Development, “Finance”, “Estimating”,. “EvaluatinfMaintenance”, ‘Catering”, “Personnel”, “Office
Administration” and so on, for “the essential waifikthe hospital must go on”.

Hacker was astounded, for he had always belieetdotitients were the essential work of a hospital.

If the subject of Jim Hacker’s concern had beehwah, your church, my church, and not a hospiahder how
the script would have read?

If the goal of a hospital is to care for and héal $ick, what is the God given goal of the churcthis needy nation?
What is that goal which every other activity shotddognize and somehow contribute towards?
Matthew 9:35-38

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, hawg in their synagogues,

preaching the good news of the kingdom and healiveyy disease and sickness. | the goal of a
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on tremause they were harassed hospital is to
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Thensdid to his disciples, " care for and heal
“The harvest is plentiful but the workers are fef\sk the Lord of the harvest, the sick, what is

therefore, to send out workers into his harveddfie the God given

and Matt.28:19-20 goal of the

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,tisag them in the name of the church in.this
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, asaching them to obey everything | needy nation?
have commanded you. And surely | am with you alweayse very end of the age.’

seems to give the answer.

Perhaps Christ has placed and kept the churchonesarth, as someone has once said, for the beh&&tnon
members.

If Jesus has not changed nor has his commissien sifirely everything else must be prepared, ifssseg, to face
change, even radical change, so that this greatntssion might be fulfilled in this generation.

1 Chronicles 11 records for all time the nameshefrnighty men of valour who gave the kingship ofibaheir
total support, whilst chapter 12 goes on to teWliDay after day, men came to help David until lael la great and
mighty army.” V.22.; mighty and brave warriors who had obviously trained hard to be highly skilled and were ready
for battle. All these were fighting men who. voleeted to serve in the ranks. They came to Hebilondetermined
to make David king over all Israel. All the resttbé Israelites were also of one mind to make Dé&ingd.” (1
Chron. 12.38)

What an example for today of purpose, determinatommitment, cost and hard on-going training eigieship

What a vision for leadership to pursue, one’s chgmoup mentioned in God'’s dispatches for todahémanner
of. e.g. 1 Chron. 12.53; and the Goal? To make Jesus King.

Let us work hard to be part of a generation thaheegives up nor looks for lesser goals.
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Obsessive

Prepared by Lilian Schmid

Obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) is not thenangi “double-checking” that all of us do from tineetime -
making sure that the doors are locked or the ow@ffifi For OCD patients these thoughts are so rfiagrthat they
interfere with everyday routines, job, and relasiops. Sufferers have been known to wash theirhéorceight
hours or to reorganize their entire household déllysessive-compulsive Disorder is chronic and cahe
controlled voluntarily. Even after long periodsrefative normality, sufferers may have anotherchtisithout
apparent cause.

Because obsession takes hold gradually-moving glrain simple interest to brooding to complete pagation —
people often fail to recognize that they are sirifgfrom a disorder. When OCD eventually produgasgoms that
interfere with daily life, patients may try to hitleeir compulsions from others and attempt to détll them by
using will power.

Although OCD can appear in childhood, onset masiobccurs in adolescences, half of adult suffesieosv some
symptoms by the age of 15. In the United Statésden 2 and 3 percent of the population experiescgg form
of OCD during their lives.

Obsessive compulsive disorder often interferes thiehOCD sufferer's success in social and workrenwients.
While people with obsessive compulsive persondiigprder certainly have difficulties with socialatonships,
they usually tend to perform well in work environmig

Symptoms

For obsession:

» Involuntary and persistent thoughts that appedretsenseless, such as an overwhelming fear ofpéirsjstent worry
about a past event.

» Attempts to suppress such thoughts.

» Recognition that these thoughts come from one’s iowagination, not from outside factors (not truedbildren)
For compulsions:

» Repetitive acts such as hand washing, checkingexiebcking locks, tiding, repeating words

« Recognition that the repetitive behaviour is exisessr unreasonable (may not be true for children)

« Feverish levels of thought or activity

« Depression and distress as attempts to deal wittpatsions fail.
For children:

¢ Mute behaviour with agitated depression

« Withdrawal and social isolation accompanied by sielual thinking.

» Mood swings from anxiety to despair

» Exemplary functioning in sports or school work aoganied by compulsive behaviour.

The First Story
(Sent by SM)

A psychiatrist I'd been seeing on and off recomradrttiat | see a colleague of his who was well wkise
obsessive compulsive disorder (OCD). | did, anchaar and a half into our introductory session heked

directly at me and said, You have OCD."l was athg in tears, which then continued flowing for trgire

afternoon. Even my father started crying. The téad been a long time coming.

The psychiatrist explained that | could try mediaas, or behavioral therapy, or a combination othdStill

in a something of a state of denial, boy was | lstub, | flew overseas to finish my job, hoping tha
Anafranil would be my miracle drug. It wasn't, aaftier my job ended | decided | needed some realbdg
and extensive, treatment. I'd read a piece in thgonal OC Foundation's newsletter about an outmattibut
daily treatment program at UCLA's Neuropsychiathitstitute and made the call. The thought of doing
behavioral therapy every day sat well with me amehhted to see the most experienced professidnatss
tired of explaining my symptoms to psychiatristdy ¢o have them delve into my family's past, $teildown

(continued next page)
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Obsessive (...continued)

a few notes and charge me an arm and a leg. Danhmvinted to feel better!

| got a motel room in Los Angeles, a city | swdderever live in or visit again, and entered theatment
program. As | walked to the Institute in the mogsn thought, Here | am, a grown and successfusqe, in
a treatment program at the Psych hospital!"l alinosuldn't believe I'd reached this spot in my, lfi&cing
and dealing with a chronic disease. As | made my tlieough the halls of the hospital it finally suimkfor
good that | was ill and needed to resign myse#f lidetime of treatment.

The nurse | was assigned to made a hierarchy obkisessions and rituals that caused me the mosttginx
We'd start facing the ones that weren't too bad, @work our way through the list. | was pretty frighed and
wasn't sure | could get through the tasks. | weny room at night feeling very nervous about thieavioral
therapy, | would need to work with and work throwdhthe areas I'd been avoiding. First off, | hadbring
into the hospital items | thought were tontamiii®lso, | was going to have to rent a car andvdrivithout
turning around to check if I'd hit anything. | wduhlso have to go into the hospital kitchen andhtoff the
appliances, checking them only once. | wouldnadlesd to do anything dangerous or unreasonable.

During my seven weeks in the program | ended ukimgrhard, and accomplishing most of behavioral
therapy. The medications helped some, but | thankng the support of the nurses during the therapg
being around other persons with OCD was the mokiflile It was good to be in a group of persons who
could talk openly about OCD, and for all of us takimedications and doing behavioral therapy, thera lot

to talk about! I must've run into people with OCizepothe years, but of course | never knew they®&®. |
was now able to hear about obsessions and obsénedsr similar to mine. So, other people thoughasth
thoughts and did these things...

Leaving the program and getting on with my life \aasit difficult, but staying in the area helped:dntinue
seeing my nurse privately, and one of the prograsyshiatrists. | attend a support group periodigallhe
OCD comes and goes, but | handle it pretty wekdgping the rituals to a minimum. | go long spelithout
needing to take medications. | don't plan on legtt®CD interrupt my life too much, and | also plan o
managing my illness for the rest of my life. Thats the way of it, and things could have certainirned out
worse.

Anonymous

Causes

At one time, obsessive or compulsive behaviourthagght to indicate demonic possession, with esanane the
earliest forms of treatment. The widely held tlygmday suggests that there is genetic predispositi OCD and
that it is triggered by low levels of one of thalin’s neurotransmitters, serotonin.

Seeking Christian Healing

It can be very important to get a spread of opirdbaut the causes of a person's mental problemgscdinceivable
for either medical professionals or wise Christismmake mistakes in diagnosis in an area thabeatifficult to
comprehensively understand. It is sometimes the e people feel misdiagnosed or misunderstoaddxjical
professionals or Christian helpers. Knowledge amtbustanding of many mental conditions is not wusiak It is
therefore often good to get several opinions asd t do some personal research. It can take sigmiécant time
to first properly diagnose a condition and thefirtd an effective treatment for them.

Those who suffer need Christian support and acoeetd hey also need to continue to value their pansonal

faith in God, as a source of genuine strength, odnaind hope. Mental disorders and spiritual dixiaces are some
of the most misunderstood problems a Christiamledéa anyone - can face. Sufferers can be misunderst
considered spiritually deficient, judged and evestked. Christian rejection is the last thing a pemseeds when
faced with tough mental and emotional challengée. dngoing development of effective drugs and pstywrapy
treatments should also bring help to many suffemiregtal conditions. Sufferers should find suppdrere they can
and consider carefully who they confide in.

Christian Healing help for: those with mental ikiseor mental/psychological problems, mental dissdsating
disorders and addictions such as: anorexia, buli@msessive Compulsive Disorder, bipolar disorderyous
breakdown, obsessive thoughts. Also those sufférorg demonisation, the demonised or demon posdesak
those who are afflicted or influenced in mind byl epirits or evil thoughts.

(continued next page)
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Obsessive (...continued)

A few steps that help:

1. ACTIVE LISTENING - Skilled listeners are neededhelp Obsessive/Compulsive people to understadd a
deal positively with their own emotions. Their emagl lives will exist on a parallel with their spual lives.

2. ASSERTIVENESS TRAINING - Obsessive / Compulga®ple need to be trained and equipped to be
“immediate” with their emotions and feelings witheoanother. Poor boundaries and passive/aggressive
behaviour must end. Ephesians Four in scriptule itatSpeaking the truth in love.”

3. COMMUNICATION - Non-verbal rituals and indirecommunication exchanges must end. Unhealthy
expectations of one another must end and peoplebeugleased to be who they are.

4. RELEASING ONE ANOTHER - Jesus came to preacinb to release captives. Control and manipulation
must be given over to the Master Controller, J&usst. We must be free to become the person Jesus
created us to become.

5. CO-DEPENDENCY TRAINING - Underlying all obsessi¥compulsive rituals and beliefs is that someone
outside of themselves will help them with theiuggles. Obsessive/Compulsives must be brought to
understand what Jesus taught, “The Kingdom of Gauthin you.” Peace and happiness are not fourahin
unhealthy addiction to and need for another permBeace is finding and making the spiritual conoectf
Jesus Christ as the higher power and allowing tinulke in all the issues of life.

Jesus’ High Power
Scriptures on Healing:

Matt 26:64 “Yes, itis as you say,” Jesus replidBut | say to all of you: In the future you wilee the Son of
Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One armining on the clouds of heaven.”

Phil 2:10 that at the name of Jesus every knealdhmw, in heaven and on earth and under the earth

Mark 1:21-27 Then they went into Capernaum, anchédiately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue
and taught. And they were astonished at His teagHior He [Jesus} taught them as one having authpori
and not as the scribes. Now there was a man im gywiagogue with an unclean spirit. And he cried, ou
saying, “Let us alone! What have we to do with Ydmsus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us@wk
who You are -- the Holy One of God!” But Jesus fafglihim, saying, “Be quiet, and come out of himhdA
when the unclean spirit had convulsed him and cdetwith a loud voice, he came out of him. They th
were all amazed, so that they questioned amongsisless, saying, “What is this? What new doctrine is
this? For with authority He commands even the wthkepirits, and they obey Him.”

John 17:1-2 Jesus spoke these words, lifted upels to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour hameo
Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorifyiYas You have given Him authority over all fleblat He
should give eternal life to as many as You havergiim.”
Cols 3:17 And whatever you do in word or deed, llinahe name of the Lord Jesus, giving thank&tml
the Father through Him.
Jesus came to set the captives free, to healdkesd to cast out demons. Jesus gave us authaitan do the
same in His name.
Matt 10:1 He called his twelve disciples to hindagave them authority to drive out evil spirits aodheal
every disease and sickness.
Matt 10:8 “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleatisese who have leprosy, drive out demons. Frealyhave
received, freely give.”
Matt 13:15 “For this people's heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have
closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see wéh #yes, hear with their ears, understand withirthearts
and turn, and | would heal them.”

Luke 10:9 “Heal the sick who are there and te#th ‘'The kingdom of God is near you."

John 12:40 “He has blinded their eyes and deadehet hearts, so they can neither see with theé@se nor
understand with their hearts, nor turn—and | wohthl them.”

Act 4:30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perfanmaculous signs and wonders through the nameof y
holy servant Jesus.

(continued next page)
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Obsessive (...continued)

Powerful Prayer for Deliverance

Dear Heavenly Father, | come to You in the nami&estis Christ. | thank You Lord for Your love for. me
| confess that Jesus Christ is my Lord and my $awand that He died and rose again from the dead.

| believe that through the blood of Jesus Chrisave been redeemed from the hand of the devil.

| believe that through the blood of Jesus Chriktral sins have been forgiven.

| believe that through the blood of Jesus Chrisave been sanctified, made holy to God.

| believe that through the blood of Jesus Chrisave been justified just as if | had never sinned.

I now confess all my sins. | confess that in my stnength | have been unable to defeat the attatkse
enemy. | specifically renounce the following sexiag .......... | confess | have been wrong. buece all
pleasure connected with these sins. | now turn fmonsin. | ask You, Father, to forgive me all tisgbast
and give me discernment when the temptation aaisdgshe strength to resist it.

| ask You to heal my memories and to heal the lmdsforgive me in Jesus' name.

| also specifically renounce any other sins suchegection, or unforgiveness. | especially forgikie
following persons .......... (name them).

| specifically honour my parents and | forgive thémenounce my own sins and the sins of my anceisto
the name of Jesus Christ.

| especially renounce all idolatry, witchcraft arderything of the occult and all the hidden thio§s
darkness. | call upon You, Lord Jesus, to set mefflom every demonic power that has affected me.
Lord, | now renounce Satan and all his works. lehlais demons. | count them my enemies in the nhme o
Jesus. | loose myself from every dark spirit, fearary evil influence, from every satanic bondagemfany
spirit in me that is not the Spirit of God. | commdaall such spirits to leave me now in the naméests.

| call upon You, Lord Jesus, to set me free froemesiemonic power that has affected me. In the rame
Jesus Christ, Risen Saviour, | command every denpawver that has lived within me or oppressed me to
leave me now in the name of Jesus Christ.

| declare that | am a child of the Living God amét Satan has no right to inhabit any part of mear
oppress me. | thank You Lord Jesus and | give Neglory. Amen.

The 2nd Story and Testimony of the power of the Hol  y Spirit

(Posted by: Robin Shapiro | May 08, 2007
http:/traumatherapy.typepad.com/trauma_attachntegrapy/2007/04/emdr_humanitari.html)

About 3 years ago | dropped into a black hole + fmonths of absolute terror. | wanted to end mg, Idut
somehow [Holy Spirit], | reached out to a friendavook me to hospital. | had three visits [hospitalfour
months — | actually thought | was in hell. | imagihwas going through some sort of metamorphoseniat,
physical & spiritual]. | had been seeing a therddis994] on a regular basis, up until this point fime. |
actually thought | would be locked away — but thegital staff was very supportive [I had no contakr my
process]. | was released from hospital 16th SepeertiB94, but my fear, pain & shame had only sulasale
little. | remember this particular morning waking (home] & my process would start up again [feaajm &
shame]. No one could help me, not even my therfpisis terrified]. | asked Jesus Christ to haverayeon

me & forgive me my sins. Slowly, all my fear hassigated & | believe Jesus delivered me from my
“psychological prison.” I am a practicing Catholic & the Holy Spirit is my friend & strength, every day since
then has been a joy & blessing. | deserve to deetbfor the life | have led, but Jesus through kherifice on

the cross, delivered me from my inequities. Joh8,3lohn 15: 26, are verses | can relate to, orgalty.
He's a real person who is with me all the timealé so much joy & peace in my life, today, aftehidhood
spent in orphanages . God LOVES me so much. Faar, & shame, are no longer my constant companions.
| just wanted to share my experience with you [L8k&6 — 17]. EMDR* was the icing on the cake, rue. |
wanted to live and was prepared to do anything ECRVER that Little Boy,’ who was lost for all tkeos
desperate, and lonely years. God helps those wipatthemselves.

Thank you, Jesus for being with me in my LONG DARBHT OF THE SOUL! What | experienced was
nothing compared with what you did for mankind -Ur@ed on a cross for our sins. | love you so much
Jesus, because you LOVED me first. | was lost awdfeund.

PEACE BE WITH YOU, M

* EMDR - Eye Movement Desensitization and Reprocessing; therapy consists of eight phases of precise treatment. [Ed]
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(An excerpt from “Rubber on the Road Christian Kimig - An exploration of a Biblical Christian
worldview and its application to contemporary Chias thought” by Ray Tiller)

Science can be a vexing subject for bible-believing pages.

Christians with many believers being tortured bygtions
such as: What is science? Does science disagtbeowi
disprove the Bible? Does a biblical Christian Hadnd

worldview contribute to the competence of scieraeis it

irrelevant? As a science student, how can | belai/that |

have been taught about the truth of the Bible? Idbauld |

regard the following popular views?

Science and ‘religion’ exist in different realmScience

When we base our science on a cosmology that has th
authority, we will understand knowledge within the
framework that God has set for us—such a framewalk
facilitate a confident, secure, and productive apph to
scientific investigation and initiative.

This perspective deals with the relationship betwee
Christian faith and science with a view to reinfogcthe
reader’s:

can only tell me about the physical world and my

Christian faith can only tell me about eternal life *

salvation and relationship with God. They shoul
therefore be kept separate—science should nototry
explain aspects of faith or spirituality and faghould
not try to explain scientific phenomena or assuoni

Science gives all the answers that we can really believe;
without scientific evidence, we can only speculanel
‘believe irrationally’.

The Bible, as my Church or | currently interpretig
the measure of all truth. None of my
assumptions about what the Bible
says can be challenged. If scientific
discoveries challenge what | think
the Bible says, | will simply ignore

wrong. needed to

complement each other—science can
tell me something about my faith and
my faith should inform my science.

In giving Christians a framework for answering #hes

guestions, this article will cover:
1
2
3

The starting point for our thinking.
The definitions and limitations of science

How Christianity is uniquely conducive to the
development of good science

What should we teach our young people about the
relationship between science and their Christigh?a

5
1. The starting point for our thinking.

Resolving apparent contradictions

The worldview or ‘cosmology’ that comes out of the

religious or faith position of a culture is the falation for
the development of its science. One’s cosmolodlyeither
facilitate the development of knowledge and un@erding,
or it will limit or debilitate such development.

A biblical Christian view of science is founded dime
acceptance of the authority of the Bible to reveals:

Who God is, and the fact of His creation of allttisa

No other faith has a
cosmology that
contains all of the

them, assuming scientists to be €ssential ingredients

Science and biblical faith should Scientific growth within
its culture.

Accurate details of historical events covered ia it

sense of harmony between a biblical view of lifel an

d proper rigorous science.

L confidence that proper science will not shake one’s

Christian faith but will enhance it.

Ability to give those that we lead and teach an
intelligent and coherent reason for what we believe
about science.

2. The Definitions and limitations of science

Before we examine the relationship
between Christian faith and science, we
need to define what science is and is not:
is

Science the development of
knowledge through disciplined

observation, experimentation, hypothesis,
testing of hypotheses, and interpretation
of results in the light of assumptions.

facilitate

Scientific knowledge is cumulative—a
critical review of the works of other scientistsidarm

a foundation and infrastructure for the developmafnt
future work and knowledge.

Honest and progressive science is prepared toigoest
the assumptions made by others in the light ofr late
information or alternative theories.

Science is limited by a recognition of the facttthd
scientific knowledge and understanding is developed
within the constraints of a set of epistemological/
metaphysical assumptions which must be obtained by
‘faith’. The processes of scientific discovery &otally
useless in arriving at, proving, or disproving #hes
assumptions.

3. How Christianity is uniquely conducive to
the development of good science

No other faith has a cosmology that contains allthof
essential ingredients needed to facilitate sciengifowth
within its culture. The eight essential ingredierds a
biblical Christian cosmology that facilitate goadlesice are:

a) God and the created order (nature) are seeepasase
entities but related—God is an immanent Creator who
lovingly cares for His creation. Christianity thgses

(continued next page)
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Science and Christian faith (...continued)

b)

c)

d)

f)

us a rational and coherent context for understanttia
order and complexity of the universe, while accgdm

the possibility that God may at times intervenethia
affairs of His creation in a way that does not &ppe
follow the ‘laws of nature’ as we understand them.
This is especially so because ‘laws of nature’ are
descriptions of God's regular, repeatable way of
upholding His creation. 9)

their non-Christian peers. We have a coherent
explanation for the degenerate nature of much aitwh
we see, we are able to see the wonders of God's
creation in the midst of what is imperfect, and lewe

the hope of a ‘new heaven and earth'—we don't have
shoulder the awful responsibility of trying to beet
ultimate saviour of what is ultimately not saveable

Biblical Christianity has a ‘non-magic’ cosmolog

The cosmos is a ‘universe’ (one unified ‘law’ of
existence), not a ‘multiverse’; that is, there is one
Designer and Creator of the cosmos and so onefset o
laws covers the functioning and relationship ofodlits
components. For the Christian, scientific investiign

is therefore a matter of ‘piecing together an
understanding of God’'s laws of existence, and it-b
bit, like a jigsaw, we grasp relationships betwélea
particulars of our knowledge and the ‘big pictuc#’
God’s created order.

Events have rational and logical causes that can be
predicted from the orderly laws of the universdahi
what happens naturally or what is the consequehce o
breaking one of the laws). We do not always knbgv t
laws and so some things remain mysteries thattdire s
to be solved by scientific processes. Even God's
miraculous interventions are not magic, but a mtisfe
logical non-capricious display of His supreme power
and perfect character. Miracles are, howeverguifit
from what we normally expect from the day-to-day
operation of the universe, otherwise they could et

These laws are potentially knowable by mankind a ) .
recognized as miracles.

discoverable by scientific processes, since weénaaee
in God’s image’. In fact, scientific pursuit coulzke
seen as a part of God’s mandate for mankind tothde
Earth. Therefore, Christians can legitimately viteir
work of scientific investigation as a
part of Christian mission.

h) Religious understanding and scientific invesiaa

must work together to develop new scientific
knowledge—in fact substantial knowledge is only
formed as observation, hypothesis,
experimentation, and interpretation are
consistent with the cosmology that comes

out of our religious position.

4. What should we teach our
young people about the
relationship between science

Even God’s miraculous

At any point in the history of our  interventions are not
scientific development, we are aware magic, but a perfectly

of the incompleteness of our logical non-capricious
knowledge and understanding. display of His supreme

Biblical Christianity gives us a
humble and hopeful, reverential power and perfect
character.

position in this awareness—we have and their Christian faith?

the hope of discovering higher and Scientific thought that ignores the
more detailed levels of order, knowing (a priohptt existence of God and the authority of the Biblgrisbably
God has designed and created all things. Revefenceone of the biggest intellectual stumbling blocksClaristian
God goes hand-in-hand with productive scientifigoung people. Their homes and churches teach tieem
pursuit. centre their lives and thoughts on God and His \WdBdit

Biblical Christianity does not hold that the carnes of then they read their school science texts, watdbnee
our existence are (from man’'s viewpoint at leasgocumentaries on TV, and see popular science gispin

predetermined in some fatalistic way—in our day_tdpuseums etc. and can be convinced that God anBilbie

day investigations and actions, there are realcelsoio cannot really be a coherent part of a rational gress
be made by both man and God. Without suggestiHGQi”k'”g- Reallty' bgcomes what the scientists saxyd
that God’s actions are ultimately dependent upon’sna G0d—Wwell, that is just a matter of personal belwf
actions, the consequences of our choices will lsavee SUperstition!

impact on the future. (God, being outside of timk, This tragedy is totally unnecessary because théichib
course, foreknows the outcomes of all we do orttail Christian worldview is not only compatible with étiectual
do.) We can either improve or destroy the physacel coherence and good science, it is the worldview ¢jaae
social environment by the actions that we take. Birth to modern science and makes good scienceb®ss
Christian approach to science is thus responsiinié,in  and, ultimately, intellectually satisfying.

taking responsibility seriously, Christians oughd t

strive to make scientific pursuits productive antes We should teach students to intelligently critigpaeh of the

following popular but flawed perspectives:
The created order, as we observe it, is finitespace
and time and is perishable. It was created out o
nothing (it had a beginning), and, because of God's
judgment on sin, it will have a conclusion. Takan
balance with e) above, this idea enables scientibts
are Christians to avoid the pessimistic hopelessnés

fFlawed Perspective 1. Science gives us all of the
answers, and we can test the truth of all things by
current scientific observation and theory.  This
perspective will cripple our understanding of rgalby

(continued next page)
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limiting us to the changing and limited strivingd o
science. Itignores revelation as a source dfitrut

Flawed Per spective 2: Faith gives us all of the answers,
and we can test the truth of all things by whether it
appears to agree with my understanding of reality
from the perspective of my faith or my understanding
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resurrection of Christ. Similarly, if it cannot brelied
upon to speak truthfully about our origins, how aanr
faith rely on its statements about our salvation?

Instead of these flawed perspectives, we shouldhtear
young people the following keys for a balanced hitdical
View of science. Our young people are best sefved

of biblical truth. This perspective leads us into the errdnelping them to see that their understanding ofre@ is

of religious or superstitious narrow-mindedness;abse
we do not usually critically examine the statemeantsl
teachings of our theologians until they are chagiéshby
controversy, often in the context of scientific ahe and
discovery. Sometimes our biblical understanding
modified or developed when we critically examinaithe
light of what we observe around us. This processdot
repudiate the inerrancy of Scripture, rather ibwB that
our understanding of it might be faulty—that is,rou
hermeneutics might be deficient. In the light oalkdnge

or controversy we may need to ask the question,esDo

God really say that, or is that a product of sone&on
teaching or interpretation?”

[We need caution here. Our hermeneutics must dgeji
by the usual rules—for example, consistency witheot
Scriptures—and not the prevailing scientific vielthe

correct use of science is to illuminate

perfectly consistent with a properly constitutedliocal
Christian worldview. The following perspectives whe
helpful in developing a properly balanced and ceher
understanding of science:

Faith and science must be seen as working togetioeinelp
each other to explore and define realit@ur faith provides
the philosophical / logical basis and context far science.
It also gives our science a purpose, and a maaidwork.
Science, in turn, contributes to our understandinGod by
investigating and systemizing the knowledge of dietails,
relationships, and ‘laws’ of His created order.

The Bible's truths cannot be subject to the ‘sciditt
method’ because the Bible is a unique book in that God
gives it to us as His revelation of Himself to ugor
example, it is ludicrous to try to prove the virgin
conception or the Resurrection of Jesus by empirica
processes. Every scientific position must

the plain  hermeneutic, never to  Our young people are start with assumptions about the nature
contradict it. ~ For example, the  phegst served by helping of reality and the source of truth
suentlfl_c_ myestlgatlon_of the process them to see that their (metaphysics and epistemology)—and
of fertilization can illuminate the i ) N . ;
biblical teaching that human life Understanding of science no scientist can e|th9r prove or dlsproye
. 9 . . . these assumed starting points. That is,
begins  at conception; and IS perfectly consistent every scientific position is based on a
zgtt)e”rilwzir?gonthsétwtl)%in((:jzr;ier;elpofustrfz W'”_] a prOP_er_W religious foundation of some kind!
constituted biblical

biblical ‘kinds’ taught in Genesis 1.
But it is illegitimate to kowtow to
science by ‘straining’ the interpretation of Scuigt to try
to make it say what normal hermeneutic processesotlo
indicate.
understanding of science ‘strain’ their hermeneutiy

Christian worldview.

Biblical faith and true science should not
contradict each other.

5. Resolving apparent contradictions

For example, some people have let théWpparent contradictions between what we understied

Bible to say and scientific observation/theory che

insisting that the ‘days’ of creation must have rbegesolved by asking a few fundamental questions wf o

millions of years long because some popular sdienti
theories of origins demand very long periods ofetim
Similar ‘straining’ of hermeneutic principles caead
people to support the notion that it's a womanghtito
abort her baby, or that all living things evolvedm one
kind.]

Flawed Perspective 3: Faith and science answer
different questions; for example, faith answers
questions about the meaning of life, while science
answers questions about what the cosmos is like. This
perspective has the error of dualism—it segmefgsrito
a religious sphere and a scientific sphere, anatgedy is
that it shuts the wealth of a biblical Christiarscmlogy
out of the understanding of science and life. emntthis
view undermines the Christian claim that Scriptigean
historically accurate revelation of God’s truthelbaspects
of human society. If it cannot be relied upon peak
accurately about what happened historically, ithocdrbe
relied upon to speak accurately about the incaynatind

scientific processes and our understanding of eliefls:

1. Is it possible that we have misinterpreted the
scientific evidence, and that the same evidence could be
equally logically interpreted such that it is consistent
with what the Bible says on the subject? For example,
there is a mass of writing from scientists who atdbe
authority of the Bible that demonstrates a logical
consistency of much of the data of current paladogy
with a literal six-day Creation. Some evolutionist
scientists, in rejecting the existence of God andhe
authority of the Bible, want to dismiss this intextation

of scientific evidence as ‘religious, therefore not
scientific’. The problem in this case, however,nst a
conflict between real science and religion, butuasgion

of which religion’s assumptions are being appliedtite
interpretation of the evidence at hand.

2. Has the apparent conflict arisen from confusion

(continued next page)
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Science and Christian faith (...continued)

between the nature of historical science asdistinct from prevailing view—very poor hermeneutics!
empirical science? Sometimes, we can feel that there is
conflict between our biblical worldview and scienc
because we actually confuse which kind of scierxe
being used to arrive at conclusions. In the histbr
sciences, such as palaeontology, the conclusiondrawe
from the ideas and evidence presented are stron
influenced by our philosophical assumptions. Bmgtrast,
in the empirical sciences, such as chemistry andgiph,
we tend to draw conclusions from things we obseane]
our philosophical assumptions have little bearingrem.

We will do well to train our young people to scnitie their
$eliefs and ideas in the light of both proper herewics
and good scientific knowledge. As Christians wecdéo
work hard to become confident that our approach to
understanding our faith and Christian worldviewrdabust

d ough to openly embrace new scientific discoveaend
find how they are consistent with biblical truthe must
avoid quickly dismissing new scientific informatitecause
we unthinkingly identify a conflict with our faith. Such
hasty dismissal of science sometimes earns Chista
For example, water will boil at the same tempemtureputation of being ‘flat-earthers’!

(empirical science) no matter what the scientidiebes .
about origins; but a materialist studying the origin of the Conclusion

universe, life, or mankind (historical science) lwohly Leaders, parents, and teachers who teach thegeeptves
make hypotheses that fit his materialist assumptiorto their young people will help to equip them withe
Hence, a materialist will refuse to consider theaidhat foundations of both good science and good faitheyTwill
God’s creation is a plausible explanation for wesists. not need to fear the struggle of resolving appacemntflict
Philosophical bias plays a huge role in the histdri between scientific reasonableness and their belieGod
sciences because history is not open to directrempatal and the Bible. Instead, a proper understandingcigice in
testing or observation. We cannot observe whapéragd a biblical Christian perspective will see scienstigped of
hundreds or thousands of years ago; we can only make the materialistic baggage of the historical scishce
reasoned guesses on the basis of incomplete eeidé®@ harmoniously accommodated into their worldview.

our hypotheses in historical science are reallyt jus
exercises in plausible story telling!
When our young people understand
this difference between historical and what happened
empirical science, they will be less hundreds or thousands
intimidated by what atheistic spientists of years ago; ... So our
say with such apparent authority.

Ray Tiller currently lives in Melbourne.
We cannot observe He is married to Libby and they have a
growing family of 5 children and 8
grandchildren.

Ray has been an educational leader in
Australian schools since the 1970's,

3 Isi ible that the scientifi hyp_otheses in histo.rical serving in both government and private
- IS it possible t ;t the SC@'\E?“ I(f: science are really just schools in SA, NSW, Queensland and
PrOCESSES are, as ye., Incapavle o exercises in plausible Victoria. He has over 3 decades of

observing enough of the infor mation experience in pioneering and leading

p?edegihto hmflt(ﬁ %'Ecl)ncluson ttrr:"?‘t story telling! Australian Christian schools with the
IS with what the bible says on this \fision to educate generations of young people topetipem

i ? i - .
:_SSU? For exarpple,f.somde bOf the tll;l.yglene rlﬁrltvls % embody the wisdom and grace of God to bring a
eviiicus were not contirmed by SClentific researait transforming influence to their communities.

the development of bacteriology in the early 20&én@ry. _ _ _ o
We should help our young people to see that scigceRay is currently running a service called Equipping
limited in knowledge and technique but that the @ Christian Schools which involves advising Christgghool

gave us the Bible is communicating to us (sometim&9ards and leaders, facilitating school strategic

apparently obscurely) from His infinite eternal désn development and restructuring, running training sears in
and knowledge (omniscience). Christian curriculum development and leadership,dan

developing professional learning programs for tearshand

4, Is it possible that my church or | have leaders in Christian schools.

misinterpreted or misunderstood the Bible on this

issue?  For example, the Christian Church at one timBay is the author of several publications for Ciis
understood that the Bible indicated that the Ewrets at educators including Rubber on the Road Christian Thinking,;

the geometric centre of the Solar System. Scientifthe Creating a Consistently Christian Curriculum program;
observations and theories that proposed a cortyatem the Avenues to Teaching Excellence professional
of planetary rotation about the sun were therefor&velopment series for teachers and leaders; The Genius of
considered heretical and a threat to the integyftthe Jesus in Leadership seminar/workshop series; the Mission-
Christian faith! The real problem here was not aMision-Strategy process for Christian boards and leaders;
inconsistency between the Bible and Science, beca@d assessment tools for Christian school boards.

reading of the Bible with proper hermeneutics does Frther information and contact details:

demand a geocentric Solar System at all. The enobl Email: raytiller1950@bigpond.com
was that the Church of the day had adopted Ptotemai Phone: 0409 646 279
(early Greek) scientific thought on this matter amat Websitewww.equipping.com.au

made assumptions about the Scriptures to suit the
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AUSTRALIAN COMMUNITIES FORUM
ABOUT

The Australian Communities Forum exists to help organisations understand and connect with their
communities. From local, staff, constituent, membership, customer and special interest communities, this
forum is focused on how to build, shape and engage communities in all their diversity.

Whether you're part of a community-based organisation, a charity, a government agency or a commercial
organisation with a community focus, the Australian Communities Forum will deliver the latest information in
an interactive format, with innovative local examples, and the sharing of great ideas.

At the one day Australian Communities Forum you will hear:

Results from the Australian Communities National Research study
Case studies of innovative community engagement projects
Practical, best practice workshops providing innovative strategies to equip and empower

Keynote sessions on volunteer engagement, motivating teams, generational change, segmentation
engagement and effective public and media communication strategies.

SYDNEY

13th November, 2015

9:30am — 4:30pm
Wesley Mission Conference Centre, 220 Pitt St, Sydney, 2000

MELBOURNE

3rd December, 2015
9:30am — 4:30pm

Melbourne City Mission Conference Centre, 164-180 Kings Way, South Melbourne, 3205

PROGRAM SPEAKERS

9:30am — Sessionl: Australian Communities Defined « Mark McCrindle (McCrindle Research)
« Demographic and social trends shaping Australia « John Rose (R2L)
* Results from the Australian Communities National «  Greg Low (R2L)

Research Study

Understanding the national giving macro
segments

Australia’s Giving Sentiment Index.

+ Glen Gerreyn (The Roar Effect)
+ Claire Madden (McCrindle Research)
More to be announced!

10:45am - Morning Tea PRICE

11:15am - SESSION 2: Engaging Communities and

12:30pm - Lunch

$245

Shaping Society
$225 Early bird (ends 16th Oct) or group booking

Case studies of effective engagement

Solving social problems through commercial CONTACT
|nnovat|on. N _ Teisha Rose

Transforming communities through strategic E teisha.rose@R2L.com.au
networks.

M 0422 068 504

1:15pm - SESSION 3: Buzz Groups T 038842 1200

2:30pm - Afternoon Tea

Building a sustainable social media strategy
Volunteer engagement: How to do more with less

Responding to Australian consumers and donors
in tight, fiscal environment

Storytelling to engage communities

Placemaking: Facilitating communities through
engaging spaces and hubs.

AUSTRALIAN
COMMUNITIES

w — FORUM —

3:00pm - SESSION 4: Future Forecast - Responding to

the Trends
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I A EC 24 A Christian alternative to Halloween

On the 31st of October, be part of Halo-een!
Why Halo-een?

A lot of Christians have an issue with Halloween and what it portrays and encourages in our children, and yet
many do not know how to respond. Halo-een is a chance for Christians to respond with love and peace.

Some turn the lights off and pretend they are not home when children come trick or treating at their door.

Some put lollies in the children's trick or treat bags and then feel guilty because they are supporting something
they really don't believe in.

Others struggle to explain to their own children why dressing up as a witch or ghoul is not something they would
like them to do, and leave their children confused and feeling left out.

We know, because we've done all of those things ourselves.
Halo-een is a chance for Christians to:
1. Take a stand without judging other people's choices
2. Behave with love for your neighbour
Be 'in the world but not of the world'
Be a good role model for your children

Be a person who is congruent with your faith and
values

o s w

On the 31st of October each year, rather than hiding or feeling guilty about participating, there are 3 things you
and your families can do to celebrate Halo-een:

1. Going Out:
e Parents, dress your children as angels instead of witches or ghouls.
» Simply have children, and you, wearing white on the day.
» Instead of knocking on doors asking for something, knock on doors and give something.

« Instead of Trick or Treat', say 'Love and Peace' and give a Love + Peace card or a card with a small Bible
verse, and a love heart chocolate.

« Turn up at a Halloween party dressed in white (or as an angel) and just be peace amongst the crowd

Last year a number of Christians dressed in white and walked around their neighbourhood and had an amazing
time freely able to talk with neighbours about why they were giving ‘love and peace’ instead of the alternative.

2. Staying In:
» Parents, respond to those children who knock on your door by saying 'Love and Peace' when they say
"Trick or Treat', and give them a Love + Peace card, and/or a Bible verse card and a love heart chocolate
» Pop a couple of white balloons out the front of your place to indicate you are celebrating Halo-een
3. Praying:
« Pray for those who are going out, that they will be protected and safe
» Pray for everyone who is taking a quiet stand, that they will have a chance to share why they are being
different
Available on our website
We do have balloons, chocolates, cards and limited edition t-shirts if you would like to purchase something to
support Halo-een. All funds go to Entente Foundation towards building and restoring trust - www.haloeen.com.
Let others know about it

If you are on social media, join the Halo-een community and share your photos and stories on Facebook and
#Halo-een to track the growing movement.

If you have any questions or comments regarding Halo-een, please call us on 02 8850 4330.
Thank you for joining us!

With Love and Peace
Vanessa Hall, Director, Entente Foundation

Halo-een is an initiative of entente foundation, the not-for-profit arm of entente - the international movement of trust.
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Testing the spirits to see whether they are from Go  d

Posted on 10 March 2013 by Jenny Caxttp://cross-connect.net.au/testing-the-spirits-¢e@e-whether-they-are-from-god/
(Recommended by Dr. John Yates)

There has been a lot of talk lately about steppiifighe 1 John 4:1 “Dear friends, do not believe every gpir
concrete square and letting God move etc. Thetresubut test the spirits to see whether they are frooal,G
has been several people speaking about what God h&scause many false prophets have gone out into the
shown them. It is a good thing to allow the Spiat Wworld.”

speak to the church and to be open to these kihds
words. What | want to speak about today is disoemt
when it comes to prophecy and setting out somechibl Test 1:
parameters for being a church who moves in thatSpir

For my purposes | will apply these to testing peph

_ ~ 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God:
1 Thessalonians 5: 19-22 “Do not put out the Sfsirit  Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ ha
fire; do not treat prophecies with contempt. Test  come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit t
everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every lofid  does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is
evil.” (NIV) the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heasd
coming and even now is already in the world. 4 You,
Gear children, are from God and have overcome them,
because the one who is in you is greater than tiee o
who is in the world.

Here is a passage which recognises several of th
dangers inherent in having a church with actualpfeeo
in it. There is no perfect church out there sormenehin
which the people always do what is right, alwaysvkn
the will of God, always love one another with sice Jesus did not come merely to give us some sayikgs |
love, and always have balanced, well . the Sermon on the Mount and the
thought out doctrine. Paul understood There is no perfect Lord’s Prayer. He could have posted
that churches have real people in them ~ church out there us a letter for that. No he came into
and that the existence of real people inSomewhere in which the the world as a flesh and blood human

churches means that we need to take people always do what being who lived a human life and
some precautions. is right, always know experienced all the things which
_ the will of God, always human beings experience: birth,
Elrstlty ?pe ex;ortéltjc; nott put ‘Z“t the 5ve one another with childhood, hunger, thirst, cold, heat,
pLrit S jire;, ao not treal propnecies . H H H H
with contempt.” f we were to quench SICEre love, and always - wearness,  loneliness,  friendship
the Spirit in the church this would have ba|anced,well yal, y1g :
certainly fix the problem of false thoughtout doctrine. Hebrews 2:17-18Therefore he had to
prophecy. But prophecy, hearing from become like his brothers and sisters in

the Spirit, is essential to the life of the chumsih that every respect, so that he might be a merciful anttftil
should not be done. However, the minute we allokigh priest in the service of God, to make a saaibf
prophecy in church we run some real risks. atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he
himself was tested by what he suffered, he istalhelp
those who are being tested."'One way the Spirit of
Christ is able to convey this help to us in proghec

Because Paul was a realist he gave instructiorthato
prophecy could happen in church without simply sgyi
‘anything goes’. He say§est everything. Hold on to
the good. Avoid every kind of evil.This suggests that This flesh and blood Jesus is not a construct ef th
not every word of prophecy is actually from therBgr human mind. We cannot simply make Jesus into
at least that sometimes we get our ‘own stuff’ rdixep whatever we want to in order to suit the momertis |
with what the Spirit is saying. For this reasonmast important then to ask whether we have construatetes
sift through what is said and only hold on the gadule kind of false Jesus.

rejecting the evil. s .
The Spirit will not convey a picture of an unreakus

This passage does not offer any suggestions asatdadn because a false Jesus cannot help us, comfortrus, o
do that sifting of prophecy. Therefore, | haves#oto strengthen us. If what is said is not consisteith &
look today at a more extended passage on prophédts ifully human Jesus then this is false prophecy.

John 4. In his first epistle John offers seveests to

enable Christians to test prophets.
(continued next page)
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d (...continued)

sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we al
ought to love one another.

5 They are from the world and therefore speak from _ _ _
the viewpoint of the world, and the world listes tLove is the third test. God is love, so no mattat

them. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows Gathazing and profound prophecy is declared it is not

listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not
listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spiritudh
and the spirit of falsehood.

In this test the one who speaks the truth listerfsis”.

Who is this that John is revering to? There are $ets
of people that we must listen to. The first is #postles
of Christ and their testimony is recorded in thél&i
This is a way of saying that any prophecy must aonf
to what the Bible says. God is not divided; the Holy

valid if it is not given in love. Arrogance has place in
the prophetic word. God has sent his Son as #isacr
for our sakes. In order to be an instrument of @othe
church we must die to our own will and pride andrsit
ourselves to the love of God. Then we can be aratla
of that love to others. In addition, as | said \&hahis
love is necessary in correcting what is false. d.ov
also needed in receiving what is said by anothave
covers a multitude of sins (1 Pet 4:8). Propheitynet
always be given in a way which is pleasing. Somesi

Spirit will not say something which contradicts whalt i given in a way which offends our sensibilitier is
God has said in his word. | have spoken about ti¥kward or clumsy. Love will overlook these things

before so what | will stress right now is the neede

The important thing is to consider the other when

familiar with the Word of God in the Bible, becauséPeaking prophecy and when receiving prophecy.

ignorance of what God has already

said leaves us open to being led Prophecy will not always
astray by false prophecy. Personalbe given in a way which is

Bible reading and good teaching pleasing. Sometimes it is
which proclaims the “whole council given in a way which

of God” is important and cannot be offends our sensibilities or

Test 4:

12 No one has ever seen God; but if

we love one another, God lives in us

and his love is made complete in us.
13 We know that we live in him and

he in us, because he has given us of

overstressed. .
is awkward or clumsy.

The second set of people that John is Love will overlook these
referring to is the church. Prophets things. The important
need to listen to the church just as thing is to consider the
much as the church needs to listen to  other when speaking
prophets. We are not individuals prophecy and when .
who can say our own thing without receiving prophecy. knowledge and all discernment, 10 so
reference to one another. We are the that you may approve what is
body of Christ and individually members of that p¢d excellent, and may be pure and blameless for theotia
Cor 1:27). We need to submit to one another @Eph) Christ, 11 filled with the fruits of righteousnessich
and honour one another (Rom 12:10). In effect wstm come through Jesus Christ, to the glory and prafse
honour one another by speaking the truth in loveh(E God.”

4:15) including correcting what is an incorrec}
understanding of God given in a prophecy. Bothngjv
and receiving correction is difficult and it must Hone
in love for the sake of the other. This brings tméhe

his Spirit.

Here | am going to go to another
passage in RSV Philippians 1:9-11
“And it is my prayer that your love
may abound more and more, with

n verse 10 the RSV uses the word approve but the
Greek word is the same as the word test in 1 J@wh
the spirits’. The way to approve or test what eedj is

third test to have love which abounds in knowledge and
’ discernment. This is | believe part of God’s Ideng
Test 3: made complete in us. This love is not some aiimy fa

feeling but something powerful, able to understamat
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for lovenes s good and bring us to a place of holiness and
from God. Everyone who loves has been born of Gaghteousness. As Paul prays for this kind of Itarethe
and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does Bfiippians it is not something which is automatiche
know God, because God is love. 9 This is how Gegistian life. We must seek it and pray for ichese

showed his love among us: He sent his one and OWP{h such love we will know the Soirit's voice ¢
Son into the world that we might live through hif. P "a

This is love: not that we loved God, but that heetb

us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our (continued next page)
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Testing the spirits to see whether they are from Go  d (...continued)

Test 5 should not bring fear of punishment.“We have
_ confidence on the day of judgementhile we are ‘in
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father hafyist because in him we have been judged andngive
sent his Son to be the Saviour of the world. 15 dfoy's favourable verdict. | have the righteousneiss
anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of Geglist (phil 3:9). Therefore nothing the Spiriteass

God lives in him and he in God. will suggest that God is angry with us or going to

What does a prophecy testify about? That Jesttseis abandon us.

saviour of the world. If it is a true prophecy hie will Test 7

be centred on Jesus: his character, his glorywdnad he

has done for his people. Rev 19:10 “For the temtyn Last of all | suggest another test. This is ntest of the
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy”. This seems avords spoken but of the character of the prophet.
obvious thing to say but it is one which needs ¢ b
repeated. When the focus of the church is on dantet
or someone other than Jesus then we know that eve a
no longer in the will of God and we are ineffectinehe
kingdom of God.

2 Corinthians 8:22 “And with them we are sending

our brother whom we have often tested and found
eager in many matters, but who is now more eager
than ever because of his great confidence in you.”

This speaks of a brother who wants to serve in the
church but | believe we can apply a similar priteim
prophets. Time is a good test of a
| am hesitant to believe prophet’s character; over time the kind
a word spoken by of person you are becomes evident to
others. If a person is not of godly
character then we need to take care to
scrutinize his or her words very

Jesus is the saviour of the world. His influensenot
merely over the church and certainly not just otés
group of people. Often then we would
expect that prophecy would apply to a
wider sphere than just the people who
are here on Sunday morning. There Someone who has not
are several spheres which we dealdemonstrated over time
:‘I:Itlrc]);/vsf?iz?)?rllz V;I]Z?e arfhosrggm@% hlsl'istr;ﬁrovgggg;;dsfoto carefully. | am hesitant to believe a
tellowshi occas'o’nall famil 1 word spoken by someone Who has not
ellowship ! Y Y obey God's commands. demonstrated over time his or her

members, friends, and WO.”‘ willingness to listen to God and to
colleagues, then people we come in contact elsewhgbey God's commands

such as the petrol station attendant. The worGad
can be related to some or all of these. Conclusion

Test 6: As a church who is seeking to hear from God andvol
what he wants for us | suggest that we ask several

16 And so we know and rely on the love God has f@fiestions of any prophecy which is spoken.
us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in Guol

God in him. 17 In this way, love is made completel. Is it presenting a real, human Jesus?
among us so that we will have confidence on theoflay

judgment, because in this world we are like him. 18 - )
There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives o 3 Is the speaker willing to listen to the church

Is this word consistent with what the Bible says

fear, because fear has to do with punishment. Tiee o regarding what he or she has to say?
who fears is not made perfect in love. 4. s this presented in love rather than out oésire
to impress?

There is no condemnation in Christ (Rom 8:1) and a
prophetic word should be encouraginy Corinthians 5. Have we prayed for love in knowledge and
14:3 But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for discernment?

their strengthening, encouragement and comfortA 6. Is the word centred on Jesus?

word which condemns is not from the Holy Spirit.
There is a difference between condemnation and °
exhortation: condemnation puts a burden on the Ipeop _ . _
of God to do what they cannot rightly do but exation 8. Is this encouraging rather than condemning?
encourages them to live according to God’'s word.9. And finally, is the speaker living a life which
Exhortation can certainly challenge the ideas whigh demonstrates God’s working in him or her to
hold dear and challenge the way in which we actitout produce godliness?

Does what is said apply beyond the narrow
confines of these four walls?
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This is my story
Judy Wong-See, September 2015

| write this article looking back at an incredilpbeirney with the Lord in how He brought me to startexecutive search
firm over 15 years ago. If anyone would have saithé then that that was ahead of me, | would haea Isure they were
from another planet. It was never on my ‘wish lisor any list for that matter. | did train in ttiscipline of Human
Resources | had worked for a couple of executiaeckeconsultancies that had taught me well andefdiehy passion in this
direction. Still, starting out on my own is anotimeatter.

There are 2 major issues it appears about workingpar own. One is about being motivated everydmuawhat ‘you are
on about’ and the second is the inherent ‘isolaiioensuring you stay focussed to start and fima, on your own. For
someone known to be a ‘Sanguine’ this is totallythe best way to go!

All of thisisabout what God doeswhen He sets His course and leads us from the front. When we are open to that, it
isan exciting rideindeed.

My work in the last 10 years have been with ChaistNot-For-Profit organisations with a clear semis&od’s Kingdom
embedded in their mission and values. Their ledigssmandates for me was always about identifyirvegure Christians
with strong competencies to visibly lead and dels@und business outcomes.

The Lord began to shape my journey with Him asgameto meet amazing men and women of God, with stefies of how
He is guiding them to their ‘next steps’ professilbyn Increasingly, the concept of “Servant Leatgrslooking at Jesus,
the Ultimate Servant from Philippians 2:5-8 becantearer to me. It was the constant challenge diitfig ‘the remnant’ —
those whom God has and is preparing to serve likg  every way.

| stand in awe of my indescribable God who choseariake this journey with Him. | have learnt, thi is my CEO that
He sees and knows every detail, way before | camgénead around it! He has led me to countlessepfeents today and |
go on to hear about how hard it is to work with 8G& (God’s Grace) and Accountability (meeting bessnexpectations)”
in these roles of leadership. Above all else, thedlenge and the encouragement to these men anénveimo influence and
impact teams in organisations, is to hear Histoatlonour His Name especially when no one is logkin doing that, the
Lord truly sets us free from ourselves and we bégigrow to be the men and women He needs in ouk places today.

My dear friends, God has gifted you and you alameuaique to Him. Will you ask Him afresh todaydim a transformation
in your life? He will take you to places you netleought possible.

This is my story, this is my song — Praising my &aw all the day long!

Join Christians around the world in a day dedicated to praying

earnestly for persecuted Christians

Watch Liena’s Prayer at https://vom.com.au/idop/  or order the free resource kit with DVD and discover
what it is like to be a Christian in Syria, Iraq and many restricted countries around the world. Surrendering
your life to Christ will take on new meaning as you do.

What does it mean to be a Christian?

As Liena prayed, she faced a heart-wrenching question. Was she willing to give her life for Christ?
What about the lives of her children?

Christians like Liena and her family need our prayers and support.

Join Christians around the world in a day dedicated to praying earnestly for persecuted Christians.
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The Creator’s Blueprint vs. Gay And Lesbian Equalit vy
By Mark McClendon, Director, CBN SouthEast Asidy 2015

In light of the recent SCOTUS decision to recogmag Jesus makes several very clear statements: th@od.
marriages as the right of all American citizensyduld made them male and female, from the beginning. 2.
like to respond, and also address what | feelasutigent That a man is joined to his wife. 3. That God dbes
need for the church in Indonesia and around thédwor union as sacred, joined together by Gatksus gave no
respond in a clear and uncompromising manner. place nor opportunity to be misunderstood, and tays

| believe in what | would call the ‘Creator’s Blugpg again for us His Creator’s Blueprint for life arahfily.

for marriage and family. The ‘Creator’s Bluepritdakes The Apostle Paul added perspective, and not ordkesp
us back to the book of Genesis, where God is cgatideeply of the marital responsibilities of both hastis
Adam in the Garden of Eden. These scriptures cormrd wives, but clearly laid out moral boundarieatth
before many frequently quoted scriptures aboutaéyu every believer in Christ should follow. These
and marriage, usually taken from Leviticus, the i&ts, boundaries included clearly stating that a lifestyf
and the Epistles. In this scene, God puts Adasiaep, fornication, adultery, or homosexual relations irsfLg,
takes out a rib, and from the rib he creates gthate’ and would bring God’s judgment. Many proponents of
for Adam. This helpmate was a ‘she’, and Adam mhméhe LGBT movement have claimed that if Jesus were

her Eve. Let’s tune in to Genesis 2:22-25: against homosexuality, he would have said so. aBut
Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib, and JeW, Jesus was ministering almost exclusively ® th
he brought her to the man. Jewish community. The Jewish community may have

had many theological disputes amongst each other, b
they were very clear on homosexuality. Both inttbek

of Genesis, and in the Law of Moses it was made
agonizingly clear that this was forbidden. So,udes
didn’t need to address that for the purposes of his
immediate ministry. But as the Gospel spread ftben
Jews to the Gentiles, God used the Apostle Paaib teo
because this was clearly needed in the culturegioh

the Gospel was going forth. All of these truthe ar
Here the blueprint is given, ‘the man...is joinedhis clearly written in the texts of the Bible, and thas no
wife and the two are united into one’. There isshame reasonable, logical or theological way to interpoet

in this union. At this time | would like to poiwt, that translate them in any other way than they are evritt

there was no ‘Steve’, nor any thought or mentioraof
‘Steve’ for Adam in the garden, only Eve.

“At last!” the man exclaimed. “This one is bone from
my bone, and flesh from my flesh! She will be called
‘woman,’ because she was taken from ‘man. ™

This explains why a man leaves his father and
mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are
united into one.

Now the man and his wife were both naked, but they
felt no shame.

But in today’s culture, Christians are often accdusé
flagrantly denying many truly loving gay and lesbia
Now, God gives a blessing and then a mandate tonAdpeople equal rights under the laws that we enjoy as
and Eve. ‘Then God blessed them and said, “Béfditui heterosexuals. We are accused of moral superiarity
and multiply. Fill the earth and govern it.” (Ger28) well as extreme prejudice and even hatred.

This divine blessing was imparted to a man andwfis. et me be clear in the truth, as presented in ihieB
Then, a divine mandate clearly puts an exclamai@nt | . ot pelieve the sin of homosexuality is wotisan

on the_ Creatqrs_ Blueprint for marriage _and famllyother sins. To say homosexuality is worse thareroth
Made in God's image, man and his wife were t

i 4 to fill th thAs thev foll 4 God’ fins is to misunderstand the holiness of God. isSgin.
procreate, and to Tifl the earthAs they Tollowed 5005 3055 said that a little leaven leavens the whuote [of

prescribed pgttern for life gnd marriage, then Godild dough. So, the smallest infraction 'leavens' im@sland
bless them with the authority to govern. will require the blood of Jesus to cleanse ustiustsame
Throughout the entire Bible, scripture points tasthas seemingly more odious and vulgar sins. So vaieg d
sacred union between a man and his wife. Let's sgfs sin of homosexuality bring such strong
what Jesus says in the book of Mark, as he addf¢lsse condemnation from sincere followers of Christ todgr
Pharisees. the gay community, and those who champion same sex
“But ‘God made them male and female’ from the Mmarriage, when we ourselves are sinful people needi
beginning of creation. ‘This explains why a man the same forgiveness that only Jesus can give?

leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, j jg pecause this sin, when legitimized by deolguthat
f‘”d the twobare umt?d into one. l_Smce the)(] ar%ng it's equally deserving of having the sacrament,tities
onger two but one, et no one spiit apart what God o certificate of marriage bestowed upon it, habimit

has joined together.” .
(continued next page)
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The Creator’s Blueprint vs. Gay And Lesbian Equalit vy (...continued)

the power to re-define marriage and the family awayives just as Christ loves the church, does nohgba
from the Creator's Blueprint that brings life andage. the unchanging values and truths of God's bluegant

It has the power to project an alternative andtikeda life and family. It only signals the deep need fois
morality, its relativism bringing a frustrating senof generation of believers to seek God with all tiearts,
confusion where there was previously moral claritks and repent for their sinful ways.

truth becomes murky, and as the church startsr&y stggme sex marriage, after gaining an elevated mice
from the Bible’'s clear stand to embrace a CUItWa”Iegitimacy, equality and legal power, can now beeom
accept_able s'tance, the eternal values of the Gheatqhe Trojan horse that delivers into society many
blueprint are in danger. destructive forces. Think of young children beiagght
Gluttony is a sin, but does not have the powereto rabout gay and lesbian relationships in their egelyrs in
engineer the definition of morality. Pride is aritde school, or kids being taught ‘genderfluidity’ as a
sin, but cannot be measured or legislated. Mistrg@r mandatory part of our educational system. One day
divorcing one’s wife, or committing adultery arensi Obamacare or national health care systems could eve
none of which are greater or lesser than homosixualbe required to cover the operations needed to naove
However, ‘same sex marriage’ as equal to hetetmdexperson from ‘Gender Recognition’ to 'Gender
marriage is not the same as homosexuality. ‘Sawe Realization'. Already cases for polyamorous radrit
marriage’ goes far beyond an individual partakingai relationships are being brought to court, and dea ithat
sinful practice, and becomes a social locomotiv@oups of multi-gender individuals could fight fdre
harnessing all legal and cultural means to achiesame rights is not far behind. Soon the medical
‘equality’. However, in order to achieve this elies establishment could be researching ways to incatpor
goal, it must by its very nature aggressively seeke- the genes of two males or females or even moreanto
define or re-engineer morality, family and marria@gkis embryonic blastocyst, so the child can ‘inherie tinaits

will happen regardless of the kindness and goaghtrdaf of all parents in the marriage.

some of the gay people and/or non-gay SUppOr§fowing the LGBT's track record of fighting for
involved in the movement. equality, how will it now move to attack the distiag
It's true that there have been outrageous actsspligice voice of the Church that declares homosexuality sis),

or hostility against gay people from society, anohf and gay marriage as destructive? This could ba&é¢ke
the church, for whatever reason throughout historievel effort of the LGBT ‘equality machine’, which
Many times the Church has reacted in anger, rageould be to cast the church as misguided, and &een
judgment, protests and possibly many other expyassi considered to be an evil and hateful prejudice tieads
some which never should have happened. But eventso be rooted out of life and society because of its
none of the injustices felt by some in the LGBTincompromising stand against homosexuality.
community can justify what is intrinsically wron@i@  now more than ever, it is important that we do leave
sinful. Truth cannot morph to accommodalghe ‘Creator's Blueprint' for sexuality, marriagand
contemporary culture.  Truth by it's very natureys family, even to accommodate the feelings, goodioess
consistent throughout all time, and it is eithertiror it sincerity we might see in the LGBT community. We
is not. The mistakes and sins of the church afievees pejieve marriage is a Biblical sacrament, holy befo

in Christ don't make the Bible any less true, ofgq, and that the Bible gives a clear moral comparss
disqualify the ~Creator's Blueprint for marriageyy of ys; a right and a wrong. For these reasons, to
Homosexuality is still a sin, and same sex marri'zngesupport this movement, to attend gay weddings, to
still a great mistake in spite of the church’sued! to live lovingly accept and support gay family and friertds

out Biblical truth as a community of believerseoniinyein this lifestyle, is to shed our responsibility t
Christians are often discredited because of therdé stand for truth, and the Creator's unequivocallgacl

rate seen amongst heterosexual, Christian coupl#®i o ndation of truth for life and family. It is sd a
USA.  However, divorce rates don't disprove God'gj|yre to train our children in the ways of God, that

plan, or make heterosexual marriage less valid...onhen they grow older, they will walk in His ways)ch
less valued. It is true; many Christians have sinfully |ive lives pleasing to God.

forgotten our vows and promises spoken at the aitar . .
d P P Today, the church must take a loving, yet radicad a

front of many witnesses. But those things don'kena .
homosexuality, same sex marriage or any other SirLIJﬁrjcompromsmg standWe must clearly speak up, that
t

right, or validate the LGBT passion for equalityn € 'Creatc')r’s Blueprlnt. for “fe}'l_ family, hsex. and
other words, the failure of Christians in todaytstere ma:rnage,h 'Si_fa ?Omeg"?a”ble m‘tf’J an “(":; anging
to be radical followers of Jesus Christ, and lokeirt V&lue In the life of every tollower of Jesus Christ
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Generating Forgiveness and Constructing Peace throu gh
Truthful Dialogue: Abrahamic Perspectives

By Hilarie Roseman GENERATING FORGIVENESS AND
COMSTRUCTING PEAGE THROUGH
ISBN 978-1-937570-48-4 TrRUTHFUL DiALOGUE:

ABRAHAMIC PERSFECTIVES

How do members of Jewish, Christian, and Islamg@anizations addres
unresolved questions of reconciliation and forgaess? Mending links
means forgetting and disposing of old hurtful mee®r looking
carefully at human needs, and with the love andjiveness tha
religions teach, working together to construct jgeac

In this book which is based on her Ph.D. thesig, &luthor clearly
describes the essence of reconciliation and fongiss.

Available from Dignity Press -
http://www.dignitypr ess.or g/wdu-pr ess-book s/for giveness

Abstract

In interfaith encounter groups, the people of thatamic religions are
drawing together in dialogue rather than conflithe core researc _
question in this thesis is “How are people of Alamalic faiths, faiths that /| Dignity Press

are implicated in a geopolitical confrontation, eldd cooperate withi

religious organizations?” The analysis is compaeatiOn the analectic continuum, it stems from a
deductive set of questions, but takes into acceamte inductive emerging issues.

15 participants, perceived as role models for éingliage of peace, were interviewed at great dSpitial,
scientific, and religious knowledge from a questiaine was discussed by four focus groups consisting
Jews, Christians and Muslims. Commitment to rehgienemy images of each other, ethical dialogue,
forgiveness, and the construction of peace madéeigiscussions. Peace was constructed by renwdiati
of negative attitudes and behavior that often imgdlhospitality and always involved deep listening.

Differences and identities in Jewish, Christian @dslim religions were clearly stated, but alsoithe
commonalities: human needs such as respect any,safel the religious text to love God and neighbou
They defined this God as forgiving and compassmnatd neighbour as “everyone”. There was a change
in their interests, which expanded to all three aklamic religions and their language of peace iredud
discussing difficult issues such as the re-exanunabdf their texts, and the paramount need to benpp
generous and brave. Their dialogue rose aboveréiifées to enable them to lay a reasonable, achéevab
foundation for a peace, based on human needs anchao texts. All participants were reasonably well-
informed and well-educated believers committedh&rtown faith tradition and able to communicage it
inner values and spirit.

A model was extracted from this research that shihespathway from externally mediated images of
geopolitical conflict to practical expressions ofbperation and peace within interfaith groups. Ti&ian
historical social change.

About the author

Hilarie Roseman worked in TV advertising in Aus&and in London, then as Family Life Educator and
as interviewer for Catholic radio and televisionograms. Her studies comprised theology, sociology,
communication research and visual arts. After sutang the thesis presented in this book she graztliat
as Dr. of Philosophy of International CommunicatiarMay 2014.

Hilarie has worked with -the Sociological Imagirati Group with Prof. Bernard Phillips, and with Eiwel
G. Lindner and the Dignity and Humiliation Studiestwork. Hilarie and her husband John Bardsley
Roseman have eight children and 13 grandchildren.

Hilarie Rosema
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Transhumanism: History And Birth Of Manmade Life

By Hilarie Roseman
ISBN 978-1-326422-26-4

Dr. Hilarie Roseman asks you with urgency to rdad small book
about the research she has done on the reprodwétibe human race
and the role of global Politicians.

The outcome at the present moment is that humamyesiland animal
embryos are being grown together by the scientidikarie is a mother§
of eight, a grandmother of 13 and it is her opiniloat the family unit )
is being badly damaged. Please join in the diaogl scientists, ™ ju
politicians and mothers and fathers. '
The new science of genetics that grows “thingsi manmade attemp
at life that is bigger and better than homo sapi#/es humans have thi
dignity of being made in the image of God. Theuéssare life, soul,
identity and survival. Let your voice be heard.

Available fromlulu.com

http://www.lulu.com/shop/hilarie-roseman/transhumanism-history
-and-birth-of-manmade-life/paper back/product-22369070.htmi

o<y AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE
‘| World Mental Health Day reminds us we are all members of the Body of Christ
Ny Media Release

\3/ 7 October 2015

People living with mental health challenges, areless members of the Body of Christ than anyone, &sshop Terry
Brady said during Mental Health Awareness Week.

‘People with mental iliness and their families adien feel isolated from their faith community athdss isolated from God.
Isolation is often caused by social stigma: thaitheat mental illness is a question of charactex punishment from God,’
Bishop Brady, Chair of the Bishops Commission fasteral Life and the Australian Catholic Disabik@puncil said.

‘Obviously there are particular challenges to eimgpbtheir full participation in the life of the camunity. Some of the
challenges are visible and many others are noteslg identified. Once we acknowledge these chaks we can work
together to ensure that all the gifts that flowotigh the Body of Christ can be shared by each meoflibat Body.’

‘It is also a reminder to look after our own weéibg, especially our spiritual well-being. How ave nourishing our well-
being through our spirituality?’ Bishop Brady, adke

World Mental Health Day (WMHD) is a day for globakntal health education, awareness and advocaisyaift initiative
of the World Federation for Mental Health. This yt#e theme is, ‘Mental Health begins with me!’

One in five Australians will experience mental s this year. We all have a role to play in logkéfter our own mental
health and well being, Bishop Brady said. ‘The ©athChurch has been involved in Mental Healthddong time. Mental
Health is a vital part of the Church’s ministryg hdded.

‘When our parishes gather, nearly everyone will\kremmeone who has a mental illness of varying $gvend length.
Because of the stigma attached to it, few will cdorevard, but it is there. How can we support pedpling with stigma
of mental illness?’

‘Parishes may like to highlight the gifts and tatenf people with mental health challenges, thamifies and support
networks. It is also an important time to recogniseimportance of spirituality and well-being,'dBbp Brady added.

Celebrating Mental Health Awareness week from 4th0th October 2015, Bishop Brady launched a pddisko assist
parishes to be authentic by including every mentfethe community, acknowledging their call, theiftgand their
presence.

‘| invite you to use the parish kit material to prote World Mental Health Day in your parish. Youymaish to use the
material to celebrate World Mental Health Day otuB#ay 10 October or at another time.’

Prayer cards, parish kit, tips for celebrating MaitHealth Awareness Week are available through tA€BC website:
https://lwww.catholic.org.au/mental-health

Media queries, please contact Aoife Connors on 0838 597 or media@catholic.org.au

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org



Transforming Sydney & Prayer Strategy for the Spher  es of Influence Newsletter - October 2015 28

12 Challenging Questions for Every Christian Leader

By Peter Sewell (from Jane Johnsamww.churchexcellenceframework.com

Ever since | was a young boy | have been askingtoures. In fact, | make a living out of asking pkoguestions. In
my experience | have found questions offer the dsggrowth experiences. This week | have chosesf il most
important questions that leaders can ask themsgiasler to see growth and positive change irr tttairch.

1. Do | equip and support every person to serve in their area of gifting?
(Eph 4:12; 2Ti 2:2; 1 Cor 4:15)

Leaders are often quick to vocally support pedple slow to involve people in practical ways. Emgoivg leaders
recognise the value of involving every person amapgping them to serve. Poor leaders withhold oppities from
others, prefer to do ministry alone, and createlitmms that limit ministry to a very few. In theel Testament
church, Barnabas mentored Paul, and Paul activehtaned Timothy, Titus and others. Individual meimg can
help people to identify their gifts, and involvesth in practical ways.

2. Do we have counsel and support from ministries o utside our church?
(2 Tim 3:10; 1 Cor 4:17; Prov 11:14)

One of the inescapable realities of life is thatldnger we function in any role, the more selfisight we feel. On
one hand, self sufficiency is a sign of maturityn Be other hand, it is the breading ground fandBpots, meaning
that we fail to see our weaknesses. Pro 11:14 $afi®re no counsel is, the people fall: but in tatitude of
counsellors there is safety”. Over the last fewyege have started to see the restoration of Apostod Teaching
gifts to guide churches by asking the right questi@and giving them insight to areas they are atlgy@verlooking.

3. Do we ensure the ministry involvement of each pe  rson matches their gifts?
(1 Cor 12; Eph 4:16; 1 Pet 4:10)

Leaders often wonder how they can get more peopleltinteer. The question that leaders need tskiegis how
they can support people to serve in areas of ithkeirest and gifts. During the last week | had clatgpstrangers
from the other side of the world volunteering téph@e on a project. | didn’t have to give them ainagional talk

or any incentive. | just found a group of peopleatly doing what | needed, | sent them a politesagss, and they
not only volunteered to help but offered to do maadre than | had even requested. Tap into thedsteiof every
person in your congregation and you will have &dént church. Of course, the floor still needsniag, but when
people feel appreciated and excited about usingdgffts to serve, they always go beyond what theyasked to do.

4. Are times of prayer an inspiring experience for our members?
(Col 4:2; Act 4:31; Matt 6)

| often hear church leaders complain about thedtiendance of their prayer meetings. | have beessbt by being
in churches with an exceptionally high attendamcgrayer meetings. Some of the things they hadmneon were:
convenient prayer times, prophecy and spirituasggmall groups or triads, reading of scriptuestimonies, and
spontaneous singing. | believe every Christianrdesp pray, but unfortunately not every Christias had the
opportunity to actively participate in prayer. 18Q4, there were 30,000 people in Melbourne Austratio were
praying daily in prayer groups.

5. Are we aware of the needs in our community?
(Acts 11:28; 9:39; 2:45; 4:35; Mat 25:35, 36)

Throughout the New Testament there are many exangpleinistering to the needs within the commurilityey
collected offerings for famine relief (Acts 11:2&)ade coats and garments as an act of charitetpdbr (Acts
9:39), sold possessions and distributed to those who had need (Acts 2:45; 4:35). The words of Jesus should challenge
us to be aware of those in need, both in our cayagiens and communities. Mat 25:35,36 says, “Reas hungry,

(continued next page)
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and you gave me food; I was thirsty, and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger, and you took Me in; I was naked, and
you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me”.

6. Do we continue to evaluate the effectiveness of  everything we do?

(Luke 14:28; Mar 7:13)

In recent years much has been written about thiendeaf traditional churches. As you drive througle Australian
countryside, you will find many abandoned churcheshe same way, in recent years we have seen taegg/
companies such as Borders, and Blockbuster, desedoors. They failed to change with the timed suffered
from the global competition of the internet. In #@me way, many churches are deaf to what is hagparound
them. Leaders need to continually question whetiere are any unhelpful traditions developing amdterchanges.

7. Do we know which members of our church have the gift of evangelism?
(Eph 4:11; Act 21:8; Mark 16:15,20)

We are all called to share the wonderful good news with those around us; however there are those in the body of
Christ who are especially gifted as evangelistsniiflying these people and supporting them offeestiggest return
on investment. Think about how much your churcmdpeon advertising and evangelistic outreach eaah yhen
carefully consider how much of your resources,rfoeand time is invested into those who are giftee area of
evangelism. Do you train them? Do you send thenydartraining? What might happen if every churohasted in
those that are regularly bringing friends to ch@r&tatistics suggest that on average, up to texepeof your
congregation have the gift of evangelism. Therengaay ways you can support these people, but thtenssy to
start is by asking them.

8. Do we involve young people in our ministry team?
(1Ti 4:12; Tit 2:15; Acts 2:17)

One of the greatest failures of the western chigrctot involving young people in ministry roles. \&e great at
saying goodbye as they leave for bible schoolshdty fail at giving them responsibility and sugpehen they
return. We are quick to point out their weaknesard,make generalized statements about their fladiscipline.
We accuse them of being irresponsible, but negr tt think that we might be contributing to thieghaviour.
When you view people as being responsible theyagilresponsible. Titus and Timothy were both yonnegp, yet
they were appointed to the role of overseeing dies@nd responsible for appointing elders. Pawumaged both
young men not to let anyone despise, depreciaestiem, or thinking badly of them in any way.

9. Are our worship services an inspiring experience for everyone?
(1 Thess 5:189; 1Co 14:26)

Whether this is a relevant question at all is dafiat After all, “it's not about how we feel”, righNevertheless,
there are several points we can learn from the aboriptures which | believe are guidelines thaues services are
inspiring. The first is that personal involvemerttrh every member is encouraged. The second isliithings be
done to build each other up. If people are reguhadlking out of a service feeling unloved, judgedmore
depressed when they entered, there’s somethinggweimurch services, in whatever form that takepkhtead to
an encounter with God, in an environment where negmbuild each other up.

10. Is attending our church a joyful experience for our members?
(Gal 5:22; Prov 17:22; Ps 126:2; Phil 4:4)

In the book of Galatians we are told that one effthit of a believers’ life is joy. A healthy chalr is therefore,
without doubt, a place with lots of joy. Yes, ther#l be times of sadness and grief, but the lif@ deliever should
not be characterized by sadness. Even during tifngsrsecution, as the New Testament church fdeaual,
encouraged believers to rejoice. The world desplgrateds more joy, and any place where belie\atiseg

(continued next page)
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12 Challenging Questions for Every Christian Leader (...continued)
together should be somewhere with lots of joy augjhter.

11. Does our church promote the multiplication of s mall groups?
(Tit 1:5; Acts 14:23; Acts 20:20; Acts 5:42)

Much research has been done on the benefits of gralps. | don't particularly want to referencatlhere. Instead
I would like to ask the more important questiorsuasing we accept that small groups are helpfuleassh
necessary for Christians to grow in their faith yoo have a strategy in place to multiply the nunmidegroups? This
guestion also relates to leadership ability, asd ahuses us to consider what we value. Empowkyaatgrs are
motivated to duplicate themselves and place paoplees of responsibility. Dominant models of leeghip tend to
withhold responsibility, and lack the trust to wede people into leadership roles.

12. Do our members regularly invite someone home fo  r a meal or cup of coffee?
(Acts 2:46; 16:15, 34; 28:30; 1Peter 4:9; Heb 13:1,2)

Even though the word ‘hospitality’ only appearew times throughout the New Testament, the praofiseowing
hospitality was practised consistently by all falers of Jesus. Believers meet in houses and fetlipywsd regularly
around food. Hospitality also often extended toilgpeople stay with them. | truly believe that pitality has been
overlooked as one of the things that have playsidrdficant role in the revivals we are currentlignessing around
the world. In the midst of our technology junglacé to face relationships are needed more and ine@d a
comment recently saying how sad it was that peapléd happily send a text wishing them happy biaghdut not
take the take to call and arrange a coffee date.oQachurches be an example of loving relatiorssttiat the world
desperately needs?

What is the one question that you find most chgileg? Are there other questions you have foundfhleip the
past? Let us know. We would love to hear from you.

Peter Sewell has over 25 years of ministry expegdetraining church leadership teams, businessgomarnment
leaders, and community groups. He is a passiongtparter of the local church and served as an asse@astor
for 15 years. During this time he was involved lenging new churches, and coordinating cell groypsstoral
care, and discipleship. He has qualifications ibligial studies, business, counselling, coachingl adult
education, and is currently involved in trainindute leaders across Europe.

Copyright 2015 Peter Sewdittp://www.churchexcellenceframework.carPermission is granted to copy, forward,
or distribute this article for non-commercial usely as long as this copyright byline, in totality,maintained in all
duplications, copies, and link references. Forrigppermission for any commercial use, in any faihmedia,
please contact us.

[ROPHETIC /JEVELOPMENT /ZJAY

“An opportunity to develop in hearing God'’s voice in a greater way”

With Phil and Lorellee Colley

Saturday 14th November 2015 Lunch is catered for 510 - Please advise dietary requirements
10am - 5;)_,“ R5VP: 7th November for catering purposes

An offering will be taken

Hosted By: Register online or email with bank transfer
Pastor Gerald James wivw.destinystrategies.com. au  Destiny Strategies (Cemmanwaalth Bank]

Hope Ministries [ info@destinystrategies.com.au B3B: 062-58% ACCT# 1068 8738
Level 1, 102-104 Victoria Rd Eifacebook.com/destinystrategies

{Cnr Macarthur 5t)
PARRAMATTA, NSW Australia

= Dastiny Strategies is committed to helging pecple meve fenward

N3 Into their God given destiny. They run training events and
B Prophetic Activation School, which provides a balance of sound

iblical teaching, and practical activations.
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The Freedom Project
— The call, vision & work in a nutshell

From Michael Newton-Brown

The Freedom Project is a Christian not-for-prafittjce agency dedicated to fighting human traffigkand slavery.
It was established in 2010 by myself and my wifeg, Who, after serving as missionaries in Uganda lkadya
during the 1990’s, returned to live in Sydney, Aaka with our three young children in 1998. Werdphe next few
years building a retail business, investing inlogal church and other ministries and raising adskHowever, our
growing awareness and knowledge of the issueswégt and trafficking began to deeply impact usaedsensed a
strong call to respond. After travelling to couegriincluding Uganda, Cambodia, Thailand, India dredUSA to
research the issues of slavery and trafficking sttape of the problem compelled us to act.

The Freedom Project was formed on the basis ofstvamg convictions.

Firstly, authentic Christian faith is always acc@nigd by good deeds. Liz and | believed firmly ttreg plight of
the oppressed, the enslaved, the poor and the dstvaffends and breaks the heart of God. Sinceravélia hands
and feet here on earth, we must respond to cails @sithat in James 2:14: “What good is it, myHet and sisters,
if someone claims to have faith but has no deedsf?sGich faith save them?”

Secondly, we were convinced that the injustice oflern day slavery offends the heart of God and imeistopped.
Our faith was to be an integral part of our visinrseeking to be to be a voice for the voiceles3eisus’ name -
“Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everythinghia name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to GedRather
through him.” (Colossians 3:17)

Mission

The mission of The Freedom Project is to engageemuib the Australian community in the fight to emadman

trafficking and slavery by creating awareness, jgiog education and promoting advocacy. This isedtrrough

delivering talks and presentations in schools d@mddahes to educate, inform and inspire young pegeple of
faith and the general public, and holding eventiutmraise and raise awareness. The Freedom Pedgecpartners
with and supports local and global projects workimghe prevention, rescue and restoration of thageped in the
cycle of this injustice. We work alongside Justj@ets International in the Philippines, Burma ardhiland dealing
primarily with the issue of child soldiers and féigs living in conflict zones. We also opened adstfglobal office

in Bangalore, India with a major focus on a Spaéwasdemy program, a preschool for slum children ends and
rescues for people trapped who have been traffizkedabour or sexual exploitation.

The Philippines

In the southern island of Mindanao in the PhiliganThe Freedom Project is working alongside varioibal

groups to help keep children out of armed confl@tr ground zero projects serve through educatommunity

development, vocational training and brave loveptotect children from entering conflict zones armbvide

lifestyles that move beyond blood feuds and hatwd. are BUILDING SCHOOLS to bring stability, literg

education and safety to the children of these gélta Children who are most at risk and most vulileréo be
targeted for rebel armies are those who are NGsElvwols and who spend their days roaming villa@es.goal is to
build several schools in this rugged, isolatedorg@ver the next 5 years and potentially protectisands of kids
from rebel armies.

The Philippines is a tropical archipelago of mdrart 7,000 beautiful islands and over 170 spokegulages. Even
though the vast majority of Filipinos are peacefbk country’s ethnic and cultural diversity caeate long-term
conflicts. Cycles of violence become establishedhany of the smaller tribal and clan-like groupséiese of the
belief that conflicts are best resolved throughgesmce.

Through careful conversations with former childdsets and regional

governmental authorities, one thing has become ooisvi there are THE

probably thousands more child soldiers in the Ppities than what is FREEDOM
currently believed. The situation is critical. @hén are at risk not only P R O E C T
of death or injury, but also of being locked inteadly cycles of i

generational violence. (continued next page)
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The Freedom Project (...continued)

Burma

Burma (Myanmar) is a countr
with beautiful tropical coastlines,
which contrast with its majestic
snowcapped peaks, that are part
the Himalayan range. Burma i
ethnically diverse, with over 100
groups and sub-groups, an
thousands of dialects. If you
walked among these smiling ant
resilient people, it might be hard tq
imagine that the country has ove
75,000 child soldiers—more thar®
any other country in the world.  E=3

Though there are many critica '

issues that Burma faces because of Some of our preschool kids - building them a futur e!
its diversity and lack of centralized leadershifg tlire matter that The Freedom Project has insfigliberating its
many child soldiers. We have successfully and digltically negotiated the release of nearly 200dckildiers by
providing needed services to local communities. Merate four children’s homes/schools in Burma/lBinai, all
which serve children in the middle of conflict zene

Most Burmese authorities on children in armed d¢onflay that the youngest confirmed age of a childier is 12.
It is important to clarify, however, that we hawports of children as young as three years olddivh military

barracks and undergoing training, along with maogficmed reports of children of five to six year# usually

takes a boy of at least twelve years old to haadieapon, but many cultures still believe that isdronorable and
children are trained in their early developmentdrg as warriors — long before the age of 12.

Three R'’s for Children in Conflict Zones

We have a 3 fold approach to children in conflmhes:
1. Rescue

The first critical step in caring for children imna@ed conflict is fairly obvious: rescue. We dipldially (without
military force) negotiate the release of thesedrhih by building relationships with the armed grotipat use them
and by investing in what they believe is importiorttheir communities. In most cases, these grdugisly value
education, which has opened doors for us to rescoee children and prevent many children from becgnmi
involved in the conflict.

2. Rehabilitation

Once we rescue a child, the not-so-glamorous wbrkatking them through a
process of healing begins. One of the most immedieteds is physical
healing, as many children come to us in very baalthebut emotional
healing is also a vital part of caring for thosscteed. This involves a long
-term commitment on our part. We provide a staldejng, family
environment to the children and commit to mentotimgm through their
development as young adults

3. Reintegration

People often ask us why we don'’t relocate the ofiiidrom their home
countries to safer locations. We are often tempoedo so, but we realize
that the only way these children are going to tiseas the next generation o
leaders in their societies is for them to mainttieir cultural identity. We
provide them with an outstanding K-12 educationywall as vocational training
and university preparation in some cases, and with them until they are One of our homes in Burma
healthy, independent adults.

(continued next page)

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org



33 Transforming Sydney & Prayer Strategy for the Sp  heres of Influence Newsletter - October 2015
The Freedom Project (...continued)

India

The establishment of The Freedom Project Indiablea® an exciting development. India has the highastoer of
slaves in the world. The Freedom Project India &pacademy has been established as a preventagjezpfor the
most vulnerable boys on the streets of Bangalore ate targets for being trafficked into the notosdabour
industry in India. We are working with boys andithi@milies from 5 slum communities around Bangalowe
currently have 250 boys in the program who are déiained in soccer sk|IIs and given a healthy h‘iﬁ each
morning. We meet again each afternoon after sctwabntinue T = £

their training and life skills. We have establistzeresidential boys o =

shelter for the most vulnerable boys to live.

An anti-sex trafficking Project is being developedrescue girls
caught in the sex industry in and around BangalGids trapped
in brothels, under the watchful eye of pimps in Galore’s train
and bus stations, or in the lobbies of grand haedsgirls with NO
VOICES and little hope and we want to change thdé are
gearing up to open a Safe House and AssessmenteGenirls
who have been rescued from sex trafficking. A 2ryeaidential
program is being established for these girls to enfsom trauma
back to full health and restoration.

Taking the shelter boys to get new shoes

http://www.thefreedompr oj ect.or g

Four Little Words

by Ruth Ann Cramer

They'd warned us! He was a monster and dangeronus, ahe didn't really sit, but hovered over the cougthion,
inmate of mental hospitals for half his life; and those in ready to leap and flee.

authority were bringing him to us from a distarttstin
their last desperate effort to bring about his ¢gjean
before they committed him, permanently they thought
to an insane asylum.

Matthew and | had ministered inner healing for many
years to thousands, so we proceeded with a sequence
we'd been led by the Holy Spirit to use before -wagis
listening intently for His voice and direction. Rero

We took the phone off the hook, hung out a DO NOT hours, we sought to crack the boy's rigid demeanor
DISTURSB sign, set out our Bibles and readied a tfay he'd let the monster out and we could work with the

protein to ward off hunger; it promised to be a long truth, the reality, of who the boy was. As desallibg
siege. Now, he was jabbing the front door chime. his father and step-mother — the latter with copiou
Authorities had assured us they'd keep us safe, but  tears and barely breathing — we endeavored tdhgee t
Matthew had me hang back, just in case. fiend, to discern the cause and effect of the lseast

violent, uncontrollable rages, the brute's cruadistic,
unrelenting abuse of his younger brother and sikter
satanic threats to kill all.

Of slight build, with spiky tufts of colorless hdiopped
over his ill-shapen head, dressed plainly in wabeige
shirt and pants, socks and sneakers, only hisdféook
and mean green eyes brought color to his image. His He'd been analyzed, mentalized, hypnotized,

swagger radiated confident defiance; his arched back psychologized; socialized, traumatized, religionized and
promised a fight, his clenched jaw led his face thie asylumized . . . and still, he didn't have histagether.

Lo?ma\;\ll(h.irfﬁ stf:rlr(]adrby defiance, he positioned his For hours, the boy stonewalled and the Holy Shéfit
uiw : € er. quiet, so we ate in silence, then interviewed hjait,
He was short for his age, looking more like fivesbr seemingly getting nowhere. Heaven, too, had its ear

than his full eight years; his monster-alter ego well and mouth closed. The parents grew restless — the
hidden. His father, a sharply-dressed, highly-gdin father, reigning his anger, the mother, rainingltieuse
professional, let him be, while his step-mothelaie with tears; they'd come so far, they didn't want to
pregnancy with their first baby, looked very youargd ~ commit him, but were out of options. One could fsnif
beautiful —a lovely mother; except being so terrified, the stench of despair.

(continued next page)
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We prayed; we waited. The Lord had never let us down;
He'd always come through. We just had to hold og lo
enough and stay open till the Spirit moved — weewer
confident He would.

Four hours spent in prayer and we'd not gained one
insight in ministering to this boy. The air throlbe
Impossible case; they've tried everything; failure is
expected. Evil screamed into the void, temptingpus
give up; heckling that for the first time, God stood, arms
folded. God would not act in us, nor through us. We
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fury that consumed him played out as a conflagnatio
before us. Now . . . God could work.

Long hours later, a bright, happy boy emerged, rgeicu
the knowledge of God's love and of his parents kawd
forgiveness for him; with no sign he'd ever been other

than this lovely child we just wanted to hug. Hagher
turned to us, almost with a sense of awe, and asked
"How'd you do that? We spent hundreds of thousands
the finest psychiatrists and professionals, ang the
couldn't touch him, and all you did was speak four

commanded evil to leave, beat back hopelessness andvords. How do you do that?"

despair, battled panic as it sought to suffuseitis w
nefarious lie.

Finally, it came down to this: Did we believe Godsv
good and would act, now, on behalf of this child &ris
family — or not?

By his prayer, | could tell that Matthew and | fighting
the same temptations, were thinking the same: €k) Y
God is good. (2) Yes, God had never left us without
insight. (3) Our only choice was to wait in faithca
confidence, and God would act. We three were m thi
ministry together and God would not give up on usif
we'd not give up on Him.

If only God would overwhelm us with bounteous
confidence and victorious faith; how easy it would be!
We could do great things! Instead, God asked us to
ignore the reality before us, forget all others kuk at
Him alone. Did we really trust Him? Did we truly
believe He would act? Even in face of His absolute
silence? Even if He never spoke . . . again?

As day turned to night, our faith stretched out ths a

wispy vapor, yet, we managed to hang on, and on and have taught, trained and

on. Then . . . could these barely perceived whssper

these four spare words — be from The Spirit? Wéepo education and private settings.

them to the boy. "You loved your mom."

His face blanched, his thin chest sucked air; his body
froze like an animal held rigid in glare. He'd been
caught. Captured. His deep secret exposed, broaight
light, given voice. Then...

The monster came apart. Now! Manifested beforeas
the real boy. Seen and felt was the murderous @hger
inflamed him, his searing anguish at being violentl
rejected, his excruciating pain at being cruelly

Our answer was simple. "We wait."

In today's world, waiting is not good; waiting is waste.
Waiting costs. Waiting hurts. Give us Instant! Aess!
Now! We, today, refuse to wait.

Never had we felt so deeply engaged by the HolyitSpi
to not only wait, but wait with confidence that Gdaoes
hear; God does care; God will do what's best. Much

more valuable than the miraculous healing of thg bo
was God's demonstration He always holds out mercy t
those who seek mercy, in and through Him.

We never cease to see affirmed that God does arade,
will care, for His people. Why would we, then, imya
crisis or situation that tries, calls for and sumsiforth
the last dearth of faith, turn to anything or angioother
than God?

© Copyright 2009 by The Cramer Institute, Priord,ak
Minnesota www.cramer -inditutecom

For more than fifty years,
Matthew and Ruth Ann Cramer LA CRAM EE
e taugh | Newzoow =
ministered in church, business, ? W
= |
Long active in business, church, V c
renewal movements, arts, medii =]
and entertainment, their work is ) m

featured in conferences, retreats,
seminars, business consulting and other formatsdmy
denominations and groups.

w

Ruth Ann has taught Creative Writing and Drama.iShe
author, playwright and the director/producer of oiveenty-
seven musical comedies, revues and stage plays.

abandoned, the incessant sear of knowing he was lon Lifelong Catholics, married fifty-plus years, pageof two and

forgotten, the deep knife-thrusts as he was beatraye
again and again by the one he loved most deeply; his self
-hate and self-loathing at not being good enoudiate
her love, his hate for those whose love never geslia
his desire for his "real" mother's love — all tlaging

grandparents of nine, they bring the warmth, coisipasand
humor of family life to their work. All of this,robined with a
deep spirituality and commitment to Christ anddHisrch,
makes Matthew and Ruth Ann ably equipped foritigsie
teaching ministry.
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On any given night 1 in every 200 people are homeless.
SOME Children who are often misguided and disillusioned quite
often run away from home. They often do not have a plan

BODY'S and end up on the streets.

Victims of domestic abuse while fleeing a dangerous
situation through desperation find themselves on the
streets.

Someone needs to provide them with a chance for survival
and take them away from the vagaries of life on the street.
This someone is Somebody’s Child.

Somebody’s Child aims at building a refuge for people who
are temporarily displaced and together with other specialist
organisations to provide residents with the necessary
guidance and counselling. Somebody’s Child believes the
first 3-5 days are crucial and and with proper intervention
=== | Many displaced people will be able to settle better.

Somebody’s Child is a registered charity authorised by
Australian Taxation Office as a deductible gift recipient.

Please visit our website and we welcome any assistance

£ pRa— - however small! All donations are tax deductible.

. m// ._é?__“ Thank you !
e A Sandrine Razalfe - Secretary
Somebody’s Child

WHAT WE DO

Imagine you're a teenager who had a disagreement with
your parents and in a moment of anger and frustration
run away from home. A prospect of a night on the
streets feeling scared and vulnerable is daunting, where

HOW WE DO IT

to from here? SOMEBODY'S CHILD aims to build
Or you find you are the victim of domestic violence and emergency housing for such moments in life!
need to get out with your children, where can you stay? If we can provide a safe temporary shelter
during these moments of uncertainty then
GET INVOLVED just maybe, we can change the outcome to a
more positive future than living on the
GIVE where it's needed by helping us build housing. streets.

TO: SOMEBODY’S CHILD
BSB: 083 337 ACC.Nr 84 663 0794

Other ways to give:

www.somebodyschild.org  or www.mycause.com.au

Phone: +61387517110
Email: hello@somebodyschild.org WAYS TO GIVE

*All donations over $2 are Tax deductable

Fundraise Counterstand Voluntesr Bea Sponsor mycause.com.au
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Heaven Can’t Walit
By Dr Nick Wynne (M.B B.S Hons) and Yvette Wynne (B.App.Sci-Chem) (M.Arts Christian Leadership)

www.heavencantwait.net
INTRODUCTION

Life: joyful... then painful, safe... then unpredictable, fast... then slow. Among all life’s twists
and turns, moments will materialise that force us into deep questions.

Questions like:

- Are things happening for a reason, or is this all random?

- Why is this so painful, is there an end to this suffering?

- When I die, will I stop being somebody?

The world of science and nature offers little answers to these precious questions.

This short book is about a husband and wife who refused to leave these questions alone. Our
journey took us beyond the veil of science and nature, and into the spiritual.

We found a heavenly Father patiently waiting for us.
Questions answered.

Peace.

New life.

We write this hoping to encourage others to press on into the journey of deep questions, the
journey of faith.

Father invites you into His real but unseen spiritual realm...and heaven can’t wait for your call.
CHAPTER 1: DARKNESSFALLS

No matter how many good decisions we make, when life throws unexpected challenges, we can
find ourselves at a loss. It’s at those times that we question our purpose in life and reason for
being, which is what happened when life overwhelmed me.

We lived in a nice house in leafy suburbia, and had plenty of money for food and clothes. I was
in my mid-twenties and had two healthy children with my husband, Nick. I adored my family. I
was a housewife, and my fulfilment came from being the best wife and mother I could be. After
all, that was my childhood dream.

However, I did everything I could to tear it all apart. I was desperate to have more children, but
was rewarded with nothing but heartache after many early miscarriages.

Overwhelmed and frustrated, I attended a fertility clinic and was put on a fertility drug. My life
was spiralling out of control. I felt time ticking by, as each month was a complete failure.
Because every hour of my day was consumed with my ‘cycle’ and desperation to fall pregnant, I
lost focus on everything else that was important to me.

My relationship with Nick was stretched to breaking point, and during a particularly nasty
altercation I shouted out the cruellest words I knew. I wanted to hurt him.

My temper once awoken would not be controlled, and I exploded my venom on my beloved.

Nick’s response to me was measured, more than I deserved: “That’s not fair. It’s like me saying

to you that you're a lousy wife and stupid mother.’

He didn’t say I was a lousy wife and mother, but that’s the way I heard it. My life suddenly had
(continued next page)
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Heaven Can’'t Wait (...continued)

no meaning, because being a good wife and mother was my sole purpose and I was failing
miserably. I may as well exit the planet! I decided that suicide was my only option.

I stormed out of the room and went to the medicine cabinet to swallow the first tablets that I
found. After popping about ten tablets I sat on the lounge and waited... and waited. Nick was
still at home but unaware of this turn of events.

As I sat there, waiting for the drugs to take effect, the phone rang. It was my husband’s brother
with an emergency. A bushfire was threatening his house, and Nick was about to rush out the
door to help him.

So often in times of crisis bad decisions are compounded with poor judgement, and the effect is
magnified. Providentially, this was not my fate. By this stage, time had given me opportunity
for my clouded judgement to become clearer. I was having second thoughts about what I had
done, and if Nick left, so did my ticket to life. I humbled myself and asked my doctor husband
what would happen if I swallowed all the medicine I had just taken.

Owning up to my stupidity was the only good choice I had made in the last twenty-four hours.
Nick couldn’t believe I could do such a thing, called me an idiot (fair enough), but in his concern
also asked the neighbour to sit with me while he went to help his brother.

The tablets were antibiotics and thankfully the dose was not life threatening, although I did
have the biggest case of thrush you could ever imagine!

Through my own impatience and foolishness, I was even further away from having a baby.
Another month went sailing by as I waited for my infection to clear up.

This experience left me questioning the reason for living. If we were just physical beings, then it
would make sense that we would get completely fulfilled from the physical things in this world.
Food, shelter and clothing should be enough to satisfy our needs. But there is something inside
us that yearns for more than just our physical needs being met.

Perhaps if humans had just a body and a soul, then the physical world and relationships would
be enough to fulfil us. But are they? I know that was not my experience. My case is not an
1solated example—there are many people who are honestly searching for something that can’t
be fulfilled through human relationships.

As you journey through life looking for fulfilment, your identity can be challenged.
Have you found what you are looking for?

For the rest of this booklet, please visit
www.heavencantwait.net
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Daily Prayer Calendar for November -

(Prepared by Lilian Schmid)
Daily Prayer in November

This sphere of society includes journalists, satiatlia
activists, bloggers, writers, editors, producers,
technicians, personalities, staff who work in tiedds of 8
television, radio, the Internet, newspapers, magezi

and other media sources or outlets.

1

Pray God'’s servants on the sphere of media will
walk in integrity, humility, faithfulness, and
righteousness.

Whoever pursues righteousness and love finds life,
prosperity and honor. (Proverbs 21:21) 9

Pray they will be filled with knowledge, wisdom,
and godly attitudes with understanding that
knowledge only comes from God and be
trustworthy, pure, holy and genero@Broverbs 11)

Ask God to position Christian men and women in
the sphere of media who will boldly give glory to
God for the great things that He has done.

So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do
it all for the glory of God. (1 Corinthians 10:31)

Thank God that He has raised up men and women
who are not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ and
they are working to bring the truth out and destroy
lies in the sphere of Media.

Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s

sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before
the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
(Hebrews 4:13)

Pray that God will speak through all CEOs in TV
channels and Radio stations, people that He has
placed them on high position in Media because the
Spirit of the Lord is upon them and His Word is on
their tongues.

The Spirit of the Lordpoke through me; his word

was on my tongue. (2 Samuel 23:2)

Pray God'’s people in the arena of media will be
aware that the power of the Holy Spirit is much
stronger and bigger than any news in the Media,
and the word of God bring life to many through the
message in the Media.

The tongue has the power of life and death, and
those who love it will eat its fruit. (Proverbs 28)
For by your words you will be acquitted, and by
your words you will be condemned.

(Matthew 12:37)

Pray that God will position journalists who are
willing to say the truth and stand against cormpti
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in our society and bring the news out.

Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will graw t
become in every respect the mature body of him
who is the head, that is, Christ. (Ephesians 4:15)

Pray that God will position and give favour and
authority to those whom He has appointed to be a
voice of justice to our nation.

Here is my servant whom | have chosen, the one |
love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him,
and he will proclaim justice to the nations.
(Matthew 12:18)

Pray that God will make people who works in the
sphere of Media be bold, fearless and unashamed of
the gospel.

See, today | appoint you over nations and kingdoms
to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow,
to build and to plant. (Jeremiah 1:10)

For | am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is
the power of God that brings salvation to everyone
who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile
(Romans 1:16)

10 Pray God will instruct those on the sphere odliae

to deliver the world of God with dignity and

respect.

The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed
tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary.
He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear
to listen like one being instructed. (Isaiah 50:4)

11 Pray that God will set many free and bring miny

His kingdom (Let your kihngdom come Lord in the
sphere of Media as it is in Heaven).

12 Lord use Facebook and other social media for you

glory.
Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let your
glory be over all the earth. (Psalm 57:11)

13 Pray that God will mobilize His army of peacéiow

bring good news and proclaim salvation to the
nations through the sphere of Media.

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of
those who bring good news, who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” (Isaiah 52:7)

14 Pray God will raise up watchmen in the sphere of

media and Entertainment to sing His glory and save
many people’s lives in concerts, TV programs and
shows, who will lift their voices with shouts ofyjo
when the Lord makes Himself known to a people

(continued next page)
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(Isaiah 52:7) 22 Give thanks to God for His mercy and grace for
. those who are witnessing to the truth in the sphere
15 Pray that God will call and send forth godly of Media (Acts 1:8)

reporters, who will refute every evil word spoken
against God'’s people, in a broader public arena. 23 Give thanks to God for His protection over thgeg
“...no weapon forged against you will prevail, and keepers in the sphere of Media and Entertainment.
you will refute every tongue that accuses you. This  (Psalm 91).

is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, arisl th

is their vindication from me,” declares the Lord. 24 Give thanks to God for the increase of the raft

(Isaiah 54:17) the sp?rit in the sphere of Medie_l a_nd E_ntert_ainment
(Galatians 5:22, 23). Many Christians in this spher
16 Pray that God will call men and women to the are working hard to deliver the message of truth.
sphere of media who will report the truth with
integrity. 25 Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures.

He leads me beside still waters.

He restores my soul.

He leads me in paths of righteousness for his rame
sake.

| know that you are pleased with me, for my enemy
does not triumph over me.

Because of my integrity you uphold me and set me
In your presence forever.

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, from
everlasting to everlasting.

Amen and Amen. (Psalm 41:11-13) 26 Give thanks to God for the increase of Christian
Movies and Stories in the Media

17 Pray that God will expose all ungodly activities
the sphere of Media and Entertainment 27 Give thanks to God and receive His blessings for
Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but  the sphere of Media
the one who confesses and renounces them finds

mercy. (Proverbs 28:13) 28 Give thanks to God for His mercy in this sphere
18 Pray that God will pu“ down all demonic 29 Give thanks to God for His love poured out i@ th
strongholds in the sphere of Media and sphere of Media.

ﬁntertalur_]mentt.) ith : decei | 30 Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified y
we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves to share in the inheritance of the saints in light

and the truth is not in us. If we confess our dires .

’ Col 1:12
is faithful and just and will forgive us our sinsd (Colossians )
purify us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9) Prayer

19 We ask God to break down the spirit of Alcohmla O God, the creator and preserver of all mankind, we
drugs in the sphere of Media and Entertainment.  aumbly beseech thee for all sorts and conditions of men;

Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to that thou wouldest be pleased to make thy waysknow
debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, unto them, thy saving health unto all nations. More
(Ephesians 5:18) especially we pray for thy holy Church universal; that it

Tmay be so guided and governed by thy good Sphiat, t
all who profess and call themselves Christians by
led into the way of truth, and hold the faith intyrof
spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousn&dfe.
Finally, we commend to thy fatherly goodness abéh
who are in any ways afflicted or distressed, inanin
body, or estate; [especially those for whom our prayers
are desired], that it may please thee to comfort and
relieve them according to their several necessities
giving them patience under their sufferings, artthppy

20We ask God to expose all Adultery in the sphere o
Media and Entertainment.
“Your wickedness will punish you; your
backsliding will rebuke you. Consider then and
realize how evil and bitter it is for you when you
forsake the Lord your God and have no awe of me
declares the Lord, the Lord Almighty.
(Jeremiah 2:19)

Giving thanks now to our Father in Heaven issue out of all their afflictions.
21 Give thanks to God for all Christian Organisasio And this we beg for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen
who are working hard in the Media to deliver the Next month - DecemberSport and Recreation

message of the Gospel (John 3:17).
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EEEVO ice tl?é Ma rt-yrs Serving the Persecuted Church

-
“They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; for the
Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shephdrem and lead them to living fountains of waters.
And God will wipe away every tear from their eydRévelation 7:16-17

EGYPT: ANew Church and New Attacks for Christians

After Christians in the of Al-Galaa village in Samat, Minya, Egypt received permission to expand tmurch
serving three villages, fanatic Muslims have inseshtheir attacks on Christians and their prop&éad More

Prayer Points

¥ Thank the Lord for the faithfulness of Christiansggypt who love and serve Him in spite of gregtasstion.
Ask the Lord to continue to strengthen their fagspecially children. May their faithfulness be dis® the
Lord as a witness to the Gospel.

Pray the Lord’s protection will be upon believeksk Him to fully provide for all their needs.

v Pray the authorities, including Muslim leaders | ait justly to prosecute the offenders and bringad to the
violence.

WEST BANK: Pray for Mahir, Sharing the Gospel

‘Mahir,” a Christian convert from Islam, recentld one of his friends to Christ after attendingaaning conference
in Israel's West Bank.

Prayer Points

¥ Thank the Lord for Mahir’s faithfulness in the spadéng of the Gospel and his desire to share the ¢d\Christ
with others.

v Pray the Lord’s protection will be upon Mabhir, aswill likely face opposition.
¥ Ask God to prepare open minds to hear the worddatfir and his friends and accept the free giftraicg.
NIGERIA: Christian Chibok Girls Alive

One Christian Chibok girl escaped from Boko Hardrowt two weeks ago, eventually finding herselfie hands of
the joint task force assigned to defeat the testgrioup.

Prayer Points

v Pray for the Christian girl's speedy recovery dgitims time of transition, pray too that she mayme home to
her community who will love her and support as attempts to overcome her ordeal.

v Pray the Lord will minister to her and the remaghoaptives to give them strength, hope and a malledge
of His presence.

v Pray that God will continue to bring change of bke@nd minds among Boko Haram and that they will be
brought to justice for their crimes against Nigari@eople.

INDONESIA: One Dead and Church Burned in Aceh

A man was killed and a church burned down in vibt#ashes in Aceh Singkil, Indonesia, on 13 October
Prayer Points

¥ Commit to the Lord the grieving family and thoseongustained injuries. Ask the Lord to supply Higsgth
and comforting presence.

Pray for peace and calm in the area; pray the authorities will act justly towards all parties involved.

v Pray the believers will continue to meet togethmat be spurred on in their faith.

Subscribe to our free monthly newsletter to recedgrilar testimonies from the persecuted church
https://vom.com.au/subscribe

ﬁi Voice of the Martyrs Australia PO Box 250 LawsoMN&783 Australia
Phone +61 2 4759 7000 Email: info@vom.com.au www.vom.com.au
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