Transforming Sydney &
Prayer Strategy for the Spheres of Influence

This year, the Newsletter has a National & Globaldcus
and mission for the spheres of influence in FamilyChurch, and the Marketplace.

TRANSFORMING ) . . .
SYDNEY Contact us: Bjorn & Lilian Schmid - info@transfornrigsydney.org

Note: articles in this Newsletter reflect the opmiand witness of the respective authors,
which may or may not align with your own; consider this with Ephesians 4.:1-7 in mind.

Prayer Calendar 2015

Check our 2015 Prayer Calendar for daily prayengsoiwww.transformingsydney.org/TSPrayerCalendar.html
Note also on pages xx and xx iBaily Prayer Calendar for July to pray for the Arts.
(In the May newsletter is a Daily Prayer Calendar June to pray for Religion & Philosophy.)

Another Name Change

You may notice that we have changed part of theenainthe newsletter again - this reflects the brisades that we
are tackling and the many groups and organisatimatswe work with in Christ’s vineyard, both in Atedia and
overseas. TheSpheres of Influencéis a generic term that is acceptable and in ysmény Christian movements to
describe individual and corporate God-given resiaitg for prayer and mission in the world. It alss inclusive of
the Transforming Sydney primary focus areas of Bar@hurch and Marketplace.

A new website to support the Prayer Strategy Igcafid internationally for the Spheres of Influewad be up
sometime in July www.prayerstrategy.org

In the June edition - focus on Religion & Philosoph y

¥ Transforming Sydney and Newtown Mission; Pray for Sydney — Pentecost Eve 2015 2-3
¥ Fr. Yuhanna Azize; Philosophy and Religion 4-5
¥ Dr. John Yates; Cry Justice 6-9
¥ Gordon Preece; Ethics as Apologetics: Rethinking Peter Singer 10-12
¥ John Kennedy; Christian Morality, Renewal of the Church and treti 13
¥ Peter Sewell; 12 Signs that your Church has a Culture of Trust 14-15
¥ Andre Van Eymeren; Love, Actually 16-17
¥ Australian Prayer Network; WATCHMEN SCHOOL OF INTERCESSION 17
¥ Child, Arise! The Courage to Stand 18
¥ Johan Lourens; FAITH 19
¥ Peter Irvine; Change Your Business Mindset 20-24
¥ Ray Minniecon; Redfern Prayer 25
¥ John Robb; The Children in Prayer Movement: Raising up Men #aimen of God

who will Transform our World 26-27
¥ Lilian Schmid; Daily Prayer Calendar for July - the Arts 28-31
¥ Voice of the Martyrs; Praying for the Persecuted Church 32

If anyone speaks, they should do so as one whasplea very words of God. If anyone serves,
they should do so with the strength God providesthat in all things God may be praised
through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and tlwevgr for ever and ever. Amen.
[1 Peter 4:11 NIV]

Errata

An apology: in the May edition we accidentally gaine Johnson from the Church Excellence Framewoitkei Contents table
as the author of21 Paradigms to move towards in Western Churthestead of Peter Sewell. Jane supplied the articlt
Peter is the author; the article is correctly identified. If you notice errors in these newsletters pleafaiin us.
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Pray for Sydney — Pentecost 2015
Transforming Sydney and Newtown Mission

Dear friends of Christ.

23rd May 2015 at Newtown Mission was an amazing evening of prayer and passion for the
church in Sydney. Around 120 leaders came together to pray earnestly for the people of
across the region, for breakthrough in families, in the churches, and in the communities.

Newtown Mission opened it's doors and
welcomed us with an open heart; we give
thanks to them for their generosity and thanks
to God for their gifts of service to us:

Ps. Brian on guitar and the worship team
led us throughout the evening in vibrant,
varied and deep worship of our Lord and
God.

Ps. Andy welcomed everyone
and opened with a rousing
prayer straight from the heart.

Rev. Graeme was our
gracious host of the evening,
and prayed for the Uniting
and Wesleyan communities
across Sydney.

We were also welcomed by a local Sydney indigenous
leader Bob who prayed for peace and true
reconciliation between all our peoples in Australia.

= Fg

Hon. the Rev. Fred Nile inspired us with a stirring
prayer for our NSW and Australian Parliaments
and government leaders.

Thankyou Fred for coming with Silvana and
praying with us through the whole evening.

(continued next page)
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Pray for Sydney — Pentecost 2015 (...continued)

The prayers for our city were grouped into three circles of prayer covering family, church and
marketplace.
Generations/Family
For Children - Ps. Jonathan, Youth - Rev. ;
Peter, Families - Ps. David, and Seniors - g
Gordon. i
Church Communities

Catholic - Marita’, Anglican - Rev.
Daniel’, Baptist - Pete’, Churches of Christ - Ps. Sam’, Salvation Army - Maj. Peter’, Uniting -

Ps. Graeme™ and .
Pentecostal - Sandra. 4“& i _ { _ ! h
Chinese - Paul, = - | '
Korean - Ps. John’, S 4

Indonesian - Ps. . ¥ .

Yosafat’, Middle )

African - Ps. Gerald, and for unity of the whole church — Costandi. (‘Our apologies; some

Eastern - Magdy,
photos are unavailable.)

Sydney Regions &~
5,
._-_::-R.I — l'|-;'
= P Y

Sydney East - Rev. Craig,
Sydney - Bjorn, Sydney
Inner-West - Rev. Antony,
Parramatta - Ps. Louis,
Penrith - Ps. Howard, and
the Blue Mountains - Ps.
David.

Campbelltown - Ps. Dennis,
Sydney South-West - Rev.
Owen, Sydney North-West -
Ps. John, Central Coast -
Ps. Martin, Hornshy -
Barbara, Northern Beaches |
- Ps. lan, Sydney North -
Jan, St. George/Sutherland

- Ron, and lllawarra - Dr.
Paul.

Petitions & Open Prayer

Bjorn presented a number of prayer petitions, and a few local and visiting leaders and
intercessors added their own heart-felt prayers for our city.

City Blessings and Closing Prayer
Ps. Brian prayed a blessing for Melbourne to send with our sister Christine to our much loved
fellowship of the believers there, and Christine prayed in turn for our city.

Lilian then closed the gathering with words of encouragement and a prayer of blessing for all.
(All photos thanks to Fendy Soewarni.)
Where to Now?

In the days following this event we heard
nothing but praise to God for the unity we
experienced. We've also been asked how
soon we can do this again, like “Can we do
this every month?” It is our hope that this
will happen every year on Pentecost at a
different locations across Sydney. It is our
prayer that you will all do your own part to
build unity across our city and nation.

;
b
B

(
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Philosophy and Religion

By Fr. Yuhanna Azize

“Philosophy is the greatest possession, and thet rhosourable before God, to whom it leads us,
and commends us.”

So spoke St Justin Martyr in his Dialogue with Trgp81, written before his martyrdom in 165. Théilpsophy”

of which Justin treats is the legacy of Plato anustatle. Justin saw no irreconcilable contradictibetween
“religion” and “philosophy”; he saw them as roads which join together as they vanish in arriving at their ultimate

destination — God.

For Justin, although the first principle of religics revelation, while philosophy’s first principie natural reason,
those first principles are differentiated by lemet by truth. It is as if the road of religion bega the highlands, and
the road of philosophy commenced in the plain,they joined up before they finally plunged into g&a. From the
high road, one can see more clearly and for a greligtance than one can from the low road. Thegdath exists
only to bring people to the King’s highway, buteast it will lead one there if one follows it iff aincerity. Justin’s
description of the various philosophic schools o€iant Greece was not exactly flattering: they waee often
than not filled with self-satisfied pedants. Conpdmting the morasses of Existentialism and Postéfiodm,
perhaps one could conclude that not so much hasyelaoday.

Justin’s “philosophy” was practised by people what anly knew the
etymology, (“philosophia” is the “love of wisdom”put who were also
devoted to “wisdom” as something more than justaaocumulation of
knowledge.

...philosophy has essentially
become a high level game
for people who like arguing

. S0 academic that it has
What has happened? The problem, as | see it, ispthibbsophy has |ost its connection with
essentially become a high level game for people Ndecarguing. It has practical life ... Religion is
become so academic that it has lost its conneutitmpractical life. understood to have to make

This has not happened to religion, or at leastveog much. Religion is Practical differences in our

understood to have to make practical differencemuinlives if it is to be  lIVe€s if it is to be real.
real. Conversion is understood to be more tharaagd of a description.

A priest or pastor who does not practice what leagines is excoriated as a hypocrite. It would gotioto anyone
who knew that someone taught philosophy to actuatpect their lives to be any different from themplet alone
lived to a higher ethical standard, unless perlmgesanticipated that their character would be mefiective than
usual. Even then, the popular idea of a philosophprobably that of someone who forgets his untdomlerywhere
he goes, because his head is full of contrarianghts utterly removed from practical reality.

With all the best will in the world, |1 cannot viemvodern philosophy any more favourably. The fadhef matter is
that modern philosophy means modern academic iplys and at least since the time of Descartdsastbeen
fashionable to abstract one’s thought so far froenworld that any worldly connection is lost. Asomit remarked,
but his remark was justified, it seemed rather méatale good luck that having refused to admit tkistence of
anything, Descartes argued the sun and the moerattth and the trees back into existence.

David Hume attacked our idea of causality, yet ikedl by it — everyone does. Many philosophers ddrat
epistemological certainty is possible, yet doesoasyimagine they take their philosophy into theets with them
when they go to the registry to renew their drigsditences? They answer questions which, on theiogophy,
cannot be known, with merry aplomb. Chesterton chdtee example of a solipsist who said that he fotimel
arguments in favour of solipsism so overwhelmirgf the was astounded it did not have more adhe®htsourse,
if he was correct in his solipsism, then there naisody else to be converted. But even if you hadted that out to

(continued next page)
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Philosophy and Religion (...continued)

him, he would have retorted that this did not andvig arguments.

| doubt that is so. The reduction ad absurdumsaffcient rebuttal. | you argue that you don’tsxiyou're either
playing a silly semantic game, or your argumenttrbeswvrong. It might be interesting to work out wéhé has gone
astray, but there is no doubt that it has. Thetleleaf Ancient Greece purported to prove that ois impossible.
But we know that it is not only possible, we negease moving. So that argument must be wrong.ufwish to

work out where and why it faltered, that is youenmgative, but logically, the reduction ad absurdsienough.

It is a strange fact that very few people are @osmverted by philosophical arguments unless to tbse faith in
God. Even Anthony Flew, who was aggressively athmisthen changed his mind, specifically rejebts Christian
God and the possibility of revelation. His deityaisvell-mannered, exceedingly discrete and refiAgdtotelian
deity who designs and retires from universes exiegilently maintain them.

Why is this? Philosophers’ arguments today havereference to anything else except other philosgher
arguments. The most popular of the crowd are thksd eter Singer who work in the field of ethiBut even here,
my assessment that his work is lightweight. Its ibeti Heel is its treatment of first principles.eHwill write
something like: “If we do not accept this we hawthing with which to answer the racists”. That s argument.
Maybe there is nothing with which to answer thastac

But | think that the real cause of the problemagglf between

As in contemporary religion, philosophy and religion is a very human one, wistdms from the Fall.
the “heretic”, the pusher of A lot of people like to argue. They identify notlprwith their own
envelopes, the lone genius arguments but with their ability to argue: realimagined. They like to
who faces the cold stellar say: Ah! All the world thinks that, but I, on theher hand, ask this!”
winds with nothing but his People like to be the clever one who has noticedtwlo one else has
mind, has a romantic allure ever noticed before, and to overthrow acceptedrtsino

... concern for the truth runs As in contemporary religion, the “heretic”, the pas of envelopes, the
a very poor second lone genius who faces the cold stellar winds witkhimg but his mind,

has a romantic allure.

The concern for the truth runs a very poor sec@idourse it is held out as being the ultimate gbat in reality it
is not. It is answering the other person, with sskilful thrusts that he false dead on the floor.

It is very strange: the old Christian and Jewiskagl that Moses was a philosopher were quite corBadt a
philosopher of the type which numbered Gilgamesigr8on, Ahigar, Loa-Tse and Confucius among theaiks.

Philosophy is a question of contemplating the ana purpose of existence. This is why revelatiosasmportant.
Who can understand these fully but He who emboaitttiesr in himself? This is why religion is the higbad and
philosophy the low, but they run together in thd emGod.

We come from God, and to him we return. When fix gaze on the world, and use natural reason, we hav
philosophy. It is good to use the faculties he gasebut there is no need to use them in isolaiod, more than a
doctor uses no part of his learning but histoldgy,example. RELIGION is the whole, philosophy lie tpart. The
whole gives meaning to the part, while the pary@ilightens one aspect of the whole, and therugtmesume its
place.

Finally, philosophy is not really very importantegvin modern culture. A study of advertising, ofiwh or of social

media, will do far more to illuminate the world tfday than reading Rorty or Derrida. The emperoy mat be

wearing no clothes at all, but he has very few, thieg don’t keep one very warm. Religion, on theeothand, can
still be a hearth of fire.
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Cry Justice

(by Dr. John Yates, issued 24 May 2015 - for matielas seehttp://cross-connect.net.au/author/johnyatgs/
Introduction

As | was preparing this sermon a huge heading apgem the front oThe West AustraliaiNO JUSTICE (13 May
2015 p.1). The average Australian appears to belydeemmitted to issues of justice: everyone deseev “fair go”
S0 “queue jumpers”, whether at shops or in boateaiabe tolerated. Last year’s federal budget veaaged across
the nation as “unfair”, we rose up in protest & grnoss injustice of the executions of Andrew Chad Myuran
Sukumaran. Anger is an expression of a perceived injustice; take road rage, the slow coach in front of me is
obviously a selfish person. Many Indigenous pebpig with a chronic hatred because their humargighve been
violated. Society is full of people who won't fovgi because they believe they have been treatedlynfa

The human sense of justice, or injustice, is extraordinarily powerful; I remember a young man who was a part of a

church | was pastoring who gassed himself andalefticide note for his parents aimed at hurtingnttier their
many sins. Most memorably, when our family came afuthe funeral parlour after laying my father &strin his
after a long illness my mother cried aloud in biigss, “It's not fair!” Much of lifeis filled with injustices. Given
this is so, why are there so few men and women e#dmbe heard crying out for God to work righteossn®©ur
lack of fervent prayer witnesses against us that we have lost touch with the Lord as a God of justice (Deut 32:4; Isa

5:16; 30:18).

An Image of Justice

The Bible confidently proclaims God is Just; “the Rock, his work is perfect and all his ways are just.” (Deut 32:4).
Unlike all other spiritual or human powers the laal Creator is essentially Righteous, he cannadrbghing other
than Just. It is because we are made in the image of God that we all have a profound sense of justice; life is framed in
terms of right and wrong. Tknowthe difference between good and evil is a gréatBUT the way we decide what
is right and what is wrong has become dreadfultyugied.

When God commanded Adam, “of the tree of the kndgéeof good and evil you shall not eat, for in tlay that
you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Gen 2:17ethord placed himself at the centre of determirgngd and evil.
When Adam and Eve listened to the Satanic lie, ‘ti¥dll not surely die....you will be like God, kning good and
evil.” (Gen 3:4-5) they placed themselves rathmnt God at the centre of all issues concerning goatl evil.
“Good” became good for their own interests and ewiht seemed contrary to their interests. They axgbd the
glory of God's justice for their own self-centragdhteousness (Rom 1:21-23). As fallen creatureg fibgred God’s
judgement in the Garden, not because they accémedhey deserved

to be punished as an act of justice but only becgusishment is
painful (Gen 3:8-10). Though Adam and Eve felt

terribly ashamed when they

Nothing has changed, imagine there were no spéesl ou the roads or|
that there were no penalties to using your moldilene when driving. were caught out by God
Though Adam and Eve felt terribly ashamed when tveye caught they never cried to him as a
out by God they never cried to him as a just anctcifug Father whose : :

heart had been broken by their mistrust (cf. Gé6): Despite all S SO RS ey
contrary appearances in a world permeated by inpsGod is always whose heart had been
on our side seeking to restore a just world. broken by their mistrust

Crying for Justice

God’s chosen people first received a revelation tia Lord is a God who hears their cries for pestat the time of
the exodus from Egypt; “the people of Israel groaned because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for
rescue from slavery came up to God.” (Ex 2:23). @©6God had delivered Israel from oppression he gasm a
covenant that commanded acts of mercy and justice.

““You must not mistreat or oppress foreigners...Rerher, you yourselves were once foreigners in &nel lof

(continued next page)
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Cry Justice (...continued)

Egypt. You must not exploit a widow or an orph&hif you exploit them...and they cry out to me..illwertainly
hear their cry®* My anger will blaze against you, and | will kilby with the sword. Then your wives will be widows
and your children fatherless.” (Ex 22:21-24).

The severe warnings of the Law against all injestice matched by the words of the wisdom writers e
prophets. “Don’t cheat your neighbour...don’t take the land of defenceless orphans.11 For their Redeemer is strong;
he himself will plead their cause against you” (P28:10-11). God’s promises are for the weak andgsiess who
cry out to him for justice; “This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him and saved him out of all his troubles.” (Ps
34:6). As God’'s primary representative in the mattbe king was expected to give justice for thedyeas a
reflection of the Lord’s own rule of righteousness and justice (Ps 89:14). Josiah is applauded; “He gave justice and
help to the poor and needy, and everything wentfaehim. Isn’'t that what it means tamow mé@”™ (22:16). Josiah
however was an exceptional ruler, because mosskingudah were unrighteous the Lord releasedwedsof the
ruthless Babylonians who slaughtered the population of Jerusalem indiscriminately (Jer 9:16; Ezek 5:17; 14:21). This
divine judgement against the unjust nation had a specific outcome in mind; “Then they will know that | am the
Lord.” (Ezek 28:23).

At the time of 9/11 I felt the Lord spoke to me through this verse; “In the path of your judgements, O LORD, we wait
for you; your name and remembrance are the desire of our soul.” My soul yearns for you in the night; my spirit
within me earnestly seeks you. For when your judgesi are in the earth, the inhabitants of the wéeltn
justice.” (Isa 26:8-9). “For when your judgements & the earth, the inhabitants of the world lestice.” The
prophetic message behind the exile to Babylon vgaslear as the one contained in the 9/11 disastdrust in
money and military power is to court divine judgemélhe righteous know that the one great resptretepleases
the Lord in the face of disaster is to cry out ito for deliverance (Ps 107:28).

Over the centuries this response became rareraaedin Israel so the prophets started to speakooiming King of
perfect justice. “Give the king your justice, O Gaghd your righteousness to the royal sorilay he judge your
people with righteousness, and your poor with gadti..May he have dominion...to the ends of théheéa(Ps 72:1-
2; 8 cf. Isa 32:1). “Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit
upon him;...* He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; And in his name
will the nations hope.” (Isa 42:1, 4). This Kingjastice who is the hope of the poor and needheftorld is Jesus.

Jesus the Great Crier

The Gospel accounts of the birth of Jesus speak powerfully of the inbreaking of the justice of God; ““My soul
magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in Gog &aviour, for he has looked on the lowly estathisfservant....
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he has brought down
the mighty from their thrones and exalted the lowly; he has filled the
hungry with good things, and the rich he has serayaempty.” (Luke
According to Jesus 1:46-48, 51-53). Marknowsthat her son is the fulfilment of all the Old

because God's afflicted Testament prophetic hopes for justice.

people know that he is just Jesus himself named “justice” as one of the “wegghmatters of the
they cry out to him day Law” and his promise was that if we “seek first Gokingdom and his
righteousness/justice” he will give us all we néeltt 23:23).

and night for justice.

As is so often the case it is the parables of Jadush most pointedly
expose our situation before God. ““In a certairy titere was a judge who
neither feared God nor respected nfaAnd there was a widow in that city who kept cominghim and saying,
‘Give me justice against my adversafy/For a while he refused, but afterward he saidnushlf, ‘Though | neither
fear God nor respect mahyet because this widow keeps bothering me, | gWle her justice, so that she will not
beat me down by her continual coming.’ Learn adedsom this unjust judg€.Even he rendered a just decision in
the end. So don't you thinkod will surely give justice to his chosen peoplt®wry out to him day and night¥ill

he keep putting them off?l tell you, he will grant justice to them quicklut when the Son of Man returns, how
many will he find on the earth who have faith?”uite 18:6-8).

(continued next page)
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Cry Justice (...continued)

According to Jesus because God’s afflicted peoptmkthat he is just they cry out to him day anchhifgr justice.
The word used here for “cry” is not a whisper or a mutter or even a normal volume of speech; it means to call out
loudly or to scream. In the Gospels this is the @iythose who are desperate for the relieving gasbf God’s
kingdom and who believe Jesus can bring it; it is the cry of the father of a demonised and fitting boy, it is the cry of
blind beggar whose voice rises above the crowd in calling to Jesus to heal him (Luke 9:38; 18:38; cf. Mark 15:34).

The presence of the righteous kingship of God ingEllraws out of suffering human beings praydedilcries for
God’s active justice. But Jesus’ parable did not end on this note; according to Christ when he returns he will find few
calling out to him for deliverance. As the AustaaliChurch we must confess Christ’'s prophecy dessiis!

Unlike our brothers and sisters in the impoverisiiédd World and in lands where the people of thess are
persecuted, we are a very prayerless Church.

There are only two possible explanations for oduffa to cry out to God. The first is that we hawe deep needs
that require divine deliverance. This is not true; as a society we have enormous needs; marriage and family
breakdowns, a plague of anxiety, depression arel otlental illnesses and the scourge of drugs spoimgind. The
second explanation for our prayerlessness is thatownot truly believe that God is a God of justitlis is our real
problem and there is only one possible remedydoh sinbelief, it is the gospel, we must look agdithe death and
resurrection of Jesus.

The Cross's Cry for Justice Jesus cry to God for justice

In the psalms people who are unashamed to desitrémeselves as STl CRT oV loAR-ALINA LM I Mol
“poor and needy” cry out to God for deliverance; “This poor man

cried, and the Lord heard him and saved him outalbf his shame, fear or humiliation

troubles.” (Pss 34:6; 40:17; 70:5; 86:1; 109:22). Since some of these that has ever held humanity
psalms are prophecies of the Messiah they findr thdimate back from calling upon God
fulfilment in Jesus own crying out for justice (e.g. Ps 40:7=Heb 10:9; for justice; and the Father

Ps 109:25= Matt 27:39). Hebrews R ®escribes this most clearly;
“While...on earth, Jesus offered prayers and pregliwith a loud

answered his Son’s plea by

cry and tears, to the one who could rescue him fleath. And God raising him from the dead.
heard his prayers...” Jesus was unashamed to tdetiverance.

Such crying for justice came to an extraordinaignak on the cross when he “cried out with a loutc&bwords
that were taken by his opponents as utterly shdrfid&b 12:2) and clear confirmation that he coubd possibly be
the Saviour of the world. He ““cried out with a thuoice, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken fhéM®ark
15:34). Jesus cry to God for justice broke throeghry barrier of shame, fear or humiliation thas lexer held
humanity back from calling upon God for justice; and the Father answered his Son’s plea by raising him from the
dead. The resurrection is the final revelation thatl is a just God who ultimately and completelinges all who
cry to him.

Paul proclaims the universal implications of Jesus death and resurrection in this way; ‘“““God overlooked people’s
ignorance...in earlier times, but now he commandsy®ne everywhere to repent of their sins and tarhim. 31
For he has set a day for judging the world withigesby the man he has appointed, and he proved.byi raising
him from the dead.” (Acts 17:31 cf. Rom 8:10: 1 Tim 3:16). The resurrection of Jesus is the proof to that there is
indeed a God of justice who in the End will setrgtlang right in this world. It follows that anyongho has had a
deep revelation of God's justice in the gospel oiflve a person who cries out to him in prayer (Rbib6-17).

A Church that Cries for Justice

Today a new wave of crying out to God for justisearising across the globe for we live in a day nwtiee truth
about the persecution of Christians is inescapdbteryone has heard of the slaughter of believeiSyria, Iraq,
Kenya, Nigeria and so on. The newspapers candalhyhat is happening in the material world, butnged to turn
to the scriptures to understand the implicationmaftyrdom in the spiritual world. In Revelatiom@ read “When
the Lamb broke the fifth seal, | saw under therdha souls of all who had been martyred for thedaaf God and

(continued next page)
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Cry Justice (...continued)

for being faithful in their testimony? Theycried out with a loud voicand said, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true,
how long before you judge the people who belonthi® world and avenge our blood for what they hdwee to
us?” (vw.9-10).

The martyrs do not hang around in heaven playimgshgossessed by the Spirit of God they cry oyrayer for
divine justice on the earth. These are the depantbééaven who the writer to the Hebrews descrads%he spirits
of just men made perfect” (Heb 12:23). Made fulljale by the just judgement of God in Christ thegsmessly
seek the consummation of his justice on the earth. The whole of heaven is galvanised by issues God’s justice; unlike
the worship scenes in today’s churches the worstepes in Revelation have the holy powers of heawanerning
themselves with the Day when God will speedily give justice to his chosen people (Rev 11:18; 19:2). Something is
dreadfully wrong with the prayerless Western Chusttich fails to cry out for God'’s justice to be eted for the
poor and needy.

Prayer has been rightly calléhe Cry For the KingdongS.Grenz); as Jesus himself taught us to pray; “Your
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as inieeéaven.” (Matt 6:10). If a revelation of the jostof God moves
the hearts of men and women to pray for this jastecccome quickly then we should expect those Ghns who
claim to be champions of righteousness to be warioprayer.

N Over the years | have encountered believers whassign is to deal with
Only the Spirit who led abortion, euthanasia and sexual immorality, or, seheeal is for the poor,
Christ to the cross and Indigenous, abused and refugees. | am familiar thighpolitical lobbying

raised him from the dead and protests of such Christians on the politicghtribut | have not

encountered amongst them extraordinary prayerfalndfs we deeply
can reveal to us that God believed that all the trauma and terror of slaughteinfants, battered
Is truly a God of justice. women, desperate displaced persons and starvitdyerniwas taken into

If Jesus was not ashamed the cries of the Son of God on the cross we wouid people of

extraordinary prayer. We would be those who joiilydim the constant

7 prayers of the slaughtered saints in heaven im tirety with the ongoing
for justice why are we? intercession of Christ for justice to come speedipon the earth (Rom

8:34 ff.). Before the Reformation in Scotland Jddwox cried out to God,

“Give me Scotland or | die.” Whoever prays in thiay has entered into the intercession of Jesusi@rcrioss on

behalf of a sinful lost world that refuses to betién the justice of God (Isa 53:12).

to cry out from the cross

Conclusion

| have been working on this sermon for a while, &#llalong | sensed there was something missingjve it real
edge. Early this morning | was feeling very undeseurced, | guess | was feeling poor and needywasdn touch
with the spiritual powerlessness of the Church.nTheaw that it was 3.34 a.m. and the words ofdakout himself
in John 3:34 came to mind; “he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without
measure.” Today is Pentecost Sunday and it isfiimthe people of God to realise that there is ddvof difference
between operating out of conviction of conscience and the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:33; 10:38; Rom 9:1).
Only the Spirit who led Christ to the cross andedi him from the dead can reveal to us that Gadilg a God of
justice (Rom 1:4; Heb 9:14). If Jesus was not ashamed to cry out from the cross for justice why are we? We need to
knowthat such prayers are themselves acts of juSmaetimes the natural holds a message for theéuspiri

100 years ago this month a German U boat sank the British liner Lusitania causing the loss of 1200 lives; an eye
witness records that the sea was full of people edwdd be heard praying out loud (cf. Ps 107:23Kystralia as a
Christian nation is sinking fast, and the praydrihe people of God need to be heard across odrdane again — in
bedrooms, board rooms, churches, paddocks, stdétes, schools...everywhere. It is time to reeghe power of
the Spirit of God to lift us above our feelingsstfame, embarrassment and inadequacy and to cry &ldsod for
justice. If we truly want to see a new heavenseanth filled with the justice of God we must obbg £xhortation of
Peter to “hasten” the coming of the Day of Chrisgirn by becoming a people of extraordinary pré@ePet 3:12-
13). If we will not cry out to Godiow an incredible wickedness will descend upon oud lamd our Church will join
the ranks of the openly persecuted.

I do not think this will please our Father, buthpegps this is just how it has to be?
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Ethics as Apologetics: Rethinking Peter Singer

By Gordon Preece , Director of Ethos: EA Centre@ristianity & Societywww.ethos.org.au

Increasingly in postmodern secular societies, stiscthe new frontier for apologetics
Despite the significant rise of the new atheistsl dheir old-fashioned, modernisti
scientism, the issues that cause Christians thé tnoasble in society are those that make
appear discriminatory in a world that has lost plositive power of ethical discriminatiof
or discernment. Christians appear intolerant ofahor preference, of gays to be marriciifg
of women (urged on by men) to abort, of the agedet@uthanased or assisted to suici
And we're scapegoated, because of our high Chrigtiamanism and its implied sexug
and bio ethics, but also for society’s ecologicalpems.

The ethics of the world’s most infamous philosoptarstralian Peter Singer, is a case
point. Singer is professor of bioethics at Prinndtimiversity and Laureate Professor at the
University of Melbourne. His books includgnimal Liberation, Practical Ethics, Rethinking ¢€ifind Death, The
Ethics of What We Eat, The Life You Can Saw#The Most Good you can D8inger, in fact, accuses Christians of
speciesism, by analogy with sexism or racism, @isoating in favour of our human species over othrimal
species. See Singer’s review Rfse of the Planet of the Apdsased partly on the documentdPyoject Nim

on ‘The Chimp Who Would be Human{www.abc.net.au/religion/articles/2011/08/10/3289848m) to see the
way in which the popular tide is moving. A majoucocase is now being waged by animal-rights acescargued
on Wednesday in Manhattan Supreme Court that chirges “should have the same legal rights as pér§ttis

a battle for plaintiff of the apesyiww.nydailynews.comMay 28).

Many conservative Christians identify the abovauésswith the Greens, but don't realise Singer wasreens
Senate candidate. Catholic journalist Angela Shamatvrote recently ifThe Australian(12/6/10) about Singer's
influence on the Greens. ‘In 1996 Brown and Sirgewrote a book simply callefhe Greens..The new "green
ethic", according to Singer, directly contradidie told Christian, biblically based ethic of mantla centre of
creation’. But ethical themes of the priority ofrpenal preference, are not confined to the Greems Singer says,
we live in a ‘culture of choice’.

This article will introduce an approach to an athigpologetics of connecting with our creatednegs @rrecting
our idolatry borrowed from Paul’'s sermon in Atheléthen use myRethinking Peter Singeas an example. In a
society abandoning Christian morality on many fspritow might we re-connect with certain creatioeduh
intuitions and correct their distortions in thehligof the Gospel? Could we even out-green the Grdsnre-
connecting with God’s created order, our natuetusl and social ecology?

I. Paul's Creation-Connecting Athenian Apologetic the issues that cause Christians

Paul's Areopagus sermon in Acts 17 is regarded doyes like the most trouble in society are
famous biblical commentator William Barclay, as ailed those that make us appear
experiment. He thinks Paul had few converts, arahgld his more discriminatory in a world that has
philosophical wisdom based strategy in Corinth i@aph the cross oy .
alone (1 Cor 2:1-2). But Barclay’s view is simghst Ezirf?n?nzggf\é? dri);\:’é?rrm?gnetth'cal

Paul knows people in a pluralistic world won'’t sleal a worldview

whole like an elephant. It has to be eaten a lite @me. Paul wasn't trying to instantly convegople, he was
seeking a second hearing. He got it and severa wa@nverted (Acts 17:34). | see Ethical Apologetissa way to a
first hearing, a foot in the door for some unwijiio listen to Gospel proclamation first up, butoytnaving
connections made to their creaturely and ethicalitye and spiritual seeking, may later hear thepgd and be
converted.

Il. Peter Singer

How does Paul’'s creation — connecting apologetmsr@ach at Athens relate to my (and my Ridley Qelle
colleagues’) approach iRethinking Peter Sing@rEvangelical bioethicist Nigel M. de S. Camerorceodebated
Singer in the US. They agreed there was an unlalilgegap between a Christian ‘image of God’' based
anthropology and derived Sanctity of Life ethicde&®inger’s utilitarian views. Singer also observhd massive
difference between John Paul II's Catholic worldwieand his own—Sanctity of Life vs. Quality of Lif&en Old

(continued next page)
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Ethics as Apologetics: Rethinking Peter Singer (...  continued)

Commandments vs. Singer’s Five New Commandmeriigiones absolutes vs. secular utilitarian reasan €here
is a vast gulf on human life issues between a @nisintrinsic value’ approach and Singer's ‘meaosn end’ (of
pleasure over pain) utilitarian approach. Singemigonsistent, clear thinker who largely followsotigh his
consequentialist presuppositions to their logicalatusion, going to where other atheists are umwilto go. This is
why he is infamous for supporting infanticide, ledgy etc. It is also why Singer’s fellow atheidike Richard
Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens, Sam Harris etc, thedGreens, shy away from him. Singer wants to tekkack to
the days of the Stoical and Epicurean pagan pipluss Paul debated before a consistent Christaompwhole of
life ethic took hold.

Still, many today will not deny their creation —bdsintuitions in favour of Singer's inhuman stojcedtionalist
philosophy of the abstract equality of all sensaiatures (although he does prioritise rationahteres or persons,
including chimps, dolphins and pigs, who allegdutiye preferences or choices). Though a maximastEn ethic
presupposes an anthropology based on our being amdeemade in God'’s image, this is not necessapihosed to
a minimalist intuitive and rational ethic basedoniversally recognizable principles. Compare C.&8wis’ ‘Law of
Tao’, describing a natural law ethic in common he world’s major religions and philosophiegné Abolition of
Man, appendix). The two can work in tandem, as ing@are, given God is Creator as well as Redeemetrthzu
ideal, ceiling level of a Christian ethic of loverfenemies will transform the floor level of a natuethic of
courageous self-defence and self-interest, for pl@am

So fortunately, as Francis Schaeffer recognisedyynaae co-

pastorally sensitive Christians belligerents, fighting in the same cause with ughout our
should not turn concerns about some Christian reasons or presuppositions for a congigtero- or
Greens policies into a culture war that whole-life ethic (Rick Warren). On seeing the higfakes of
undermines our ability to connect sacrificing young and old, they intuitively rejetttem, though
with their legitimate concerns about not necessarily knowing why. This provides a gopgastunity,
creation, climate change, poverty, at the second hearing stage, to explain the Gospsbns why.
animal suffering etc. Further, pastorally sensitive Christians shouldtoat concerns

about some Greens policies into a culture war thaermines
our ability to connect with their legitimate conegrabout creation, climate change, poverty, ansuffering etc.
Singer’s personal generosity to these causesbg @pplauded. But Singerian ignorance of Chrisi@nerosity to
the poor and care for animals (founding the RSP@%ds to be corrected.

Many Singer followers, are in Jesus’ terms, likee'sp without a shepherd’. They are often ignordirsinger’s
more extreme pro-infanticide and bestiality viewsnet a young man over coffee once who describetsélf as
saved from drugs and suicide by reading Singerodnyg waitress overhearing a conversation aboutesisgd he’s
my hero, ‘love the man’.

It's those people that we need to get a secondrigerom, when we can be more specifically scriptuWhile |
respect a bold biblically direct apologetic, in osecular, pluralistic context it's often a case prEmature
proclamation, which doesn’t lead to an appropriecd@summation. Better to connect like Paul, honautine
spiritual seeking by poets and philosophers ofGbd in whom ‘we live and move and have our being'.

But Paul then subtly corrects their idolatrouslysphaced seeking. In a similar way we can use aichibl
presuppositionalist critique to argue against Sisgéand other secularist atheists’) rationalistieclusion of
Christian reasons from secular public debate. &easl not the same as secularism. Their seculalssm fact
sectarian — a kind of atheist fundamentalism. Bithing and no-one is neutral. We either worshipGheator God
or worship our own metal or mental images. Postmuseawareness of our biased, time, space andrettound
perspectives backs up a biblical critique of Sin@erd new atheists) as the last Enlightenment atemmomen who
believe in ‘pure’, universal secular rationalitythe solution to all problems.
In connecting, like Paul, with secular seekers ae gse a Reformed creation-based ontology (vietveofg) and
anthropology (view of humanity) which is accessiplartly through the general revelation, common gramnd
divine providence. In correcting we can use a Reéa antithesis based epistemology emphasising defaiavity
(or holistic human sinfulness), non-value neutyakind the necessity of special revelation andegrac
We can even, like Oxford mathematician John Lenndxis recent debate with Singer, commend Singetative
consistency to his principles (e.g. his vegetasiamiplastic shoes, simple lifestyle and concerrttferpoor, animal
(continued next page)
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Ethics as Apologetics: Rethinking Peter Singer (...  continued)

rights activism), and wish Christians were as cottetdi and consistent. But we argue that his consgiglism
reduces humanity and the environment to means tswdre end of rational persons’ preferences. I liecis
discriminatory, especially towards unborn humanldten and born ones, the mentally disabled, coreatws
relatively non-rational elderly. The rationally merable have no value to Singer.

I1l. Creation-Based Intuitions or The Yuk Factor

In critiquing Singer | use a range of ‘co-belligafe mainly female non-Christian philosophers’ amgnts, such as
UK scientist philosopher Mary Midgely. | conneceation-based intuitions or Midgely’s ‘Yuk Factorhigh she

uses against aspects of cross-species geneticeengim and against Singer's more extreme anti-episti views

favouring infanticide and bestiality, cloned setsheadless spare parts for rational persons etigitiire reactions,

which Singer ridicules as irrational, are certainiyt infallible, but not necessarily irrational. 8hare often pre-
rational remnants of God’s created order reflecbng creatureliness. We can test them and critthaen through

Christ, Scripture, tradition and reason, in thateor But we shouldn’t indiscriminately throw infioibs out or into

permanent doubt ala Singer. C.S. Lewis rightly dbses such secularist, emotionally challenged nafists as ‘Men

Without Chests'.

In fact, the cool, calm Singer is the nice faca afasty utilitarian philosophy. He appears in audoentary after an
animated lunch with his wife and adult daughteentkells the camera that when babies they werelikestittle
irrational blobs and therefore not persons andosidcbe destroyed painlessly. He allows this feadility, but the
logic of his position is that if parents are rafbpersons with preferences and children are hetfy tnfanticide is
possible if you prefer one sex over another or ldyes over brown. Singer, showing his sensitive siebugh,
argues for a month’s time limit so couples don’'t g attached to offspring! This shows Singer’bitaary,
atomistic view of the emergence of personhood ltlagtno sense of integrating story from womb to tolikb we
see in Psalm 139 under the omniscient and omniprgsee of God. Christianity, from when we dailgypthat God
will know our grandchild Phoebe Fetus as we cdtledmother Madeleine, to when we pray for ‘her’'nye88 year
old great grandfather in Stella Maris nursing ham€ronulla. But again, Singer’'s advocacy of infeiate is simply
a more consistent, more logical perspective thasgtlwho give an arbitrary, absolute significanchitth, allowing
abortion effectively on demand till then.

But even more consistently liveable, through owatonal and
image of God nature, and more able to accounttfe hopes
and fears of all the years’, across a lifetime,thie biblical
worldview and Gospel of Christ crucified.

Not only are some of Singer's key
ideas unthinkable, they are also
unliveable. Singer’s rarefied
rationalistic impartiality is impossible
to live out and so fails his basic test
of the practicality of ethics.

Not only are some of Singer's key ideas unthinkatiley are
also unliveable. Singer's rarefied rationalistic partiality is
impossible to live out and so fails his basic tdghe practicality
of ethics. Singer himself could not euthanase haher Cora
who was suffering from Alzheimers and on his cidesf rationality was no longer a person with prefees or
choices and thus able to be painlessly killed. Urately Singer proved then to be a better persahsan than
philosopher.

Singer is not without compassion or emotion, jasbnsistent in his application of it, more to ansrthan to human
unborns or new-borns. In fact, Singer's successlubcacy of Animal Liberation came less from alwitemguments
against speciesism, than from the horrific photbsarmal suffering and the intuitive yuk factor yharoused.
Compare the massive reaction against animal rigiises of live cattle exports to Indonesia. Itshame nothing
similar is heard of horrendous human rights abisethdonesia in West Papua, once one of the mosstizim
places on the planet.

In conclusion, | have had a biblical bet both wadyased on Acts 17, both connecting in a way witth looeational
and cultural intuitions to connect with seekers aritique Singer's more outlandish opposition tarfan dignity.
But | have also corrected Singer’s ‘secular’ ragiism using a more biblical and Reformed critiqfieay alleged
value neutrality and incognito idolatry. I'd encage you to do the same in your ethical apologetieatures.

Rev'd Dr Gordon Preece is Director of Ethos: EA @erfor Christianity & Society,wWww.ethos.org.auor free
monthly online ethics magazine engage email or Kaaed Equip quarterly subscriptions). Some mateisal
adapted and updated from ‘Out of Turalstralian Presbyteriarsept. 2011, Ridley College CACE Newsletter, Vol
9 No 1 May 2004Rethinking Peter Singes available from Ethos for $10 or from www.amazom
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Christian Morality, Renewal of the Church and the L  aity
By John Kennedy

Christianity suffers from a lack of credibility tag. It  The other change was that since Vatican Il, many
has a most attractive message, but beyond the wfalls matters of private morality were now social issugh
churches, its morality is rarely practised. political consequences. For example marriage betwe

The Church has always had a default policy of nof!omosexuals is now a social issue.

meddling in politics and this necessarily means noffhe Church backed down from the challenge
commenting on the morality of political issues whic confronting it and has avoided comment on almdst al
might offend governments. At various times in its moral issues. This policy went right down to parish
history, it has played a major role in politics disl churches. Priests once would preach three catsgofie
Jesus in his short time on earth. sermons. They would explain the moral code to
Prior to the 1950s, the Church was offside withparishioners. They would admonish parishioners who
governments in Australia and was heavily involvad i did not adhere to it and they would call on paoskrs
politics. In the 1960s, things changed dramatically {0 defend Christian principles.

Church schools were granted Government funding an@riests now explain the moral code, but they do not
following Vatican Il, the Catholic Church was actsxp  admonish parishioners for non-adherence and they do
as a part of the establishment joining the otherdies. not call on parishioners to defend Christian ppfes.

The Church’s involvement in politics dropped toadla ~ 1his modern version of Christianity is called Easy
time low and its need to comment on the morality ofChristianity and it suits many existing Catholics.

social issues became less as the Australian Ladmoy P However, this does not attract new converts anibes
adopted a form of democratic socialism and the rabe Ot attract men and women to the religious ordéfisy

Country Party adopted modern liberalism.  BothP&come a religious if you are not able to effedyive
ideologies involved a high level of government spread the gospels? The Church has lost its missidn
intervention in the economy and sought to achidnee t has become a vassal of governments.

good of the community. This accorded with the aghs There are many examples, but a simple exampleeis th
the Church’s social doctrine. It was a comfortablesacrament of Penance. Most Catholics receive
situation for the Church. communion at Mass, but few go to confession. Bries

In the 1980s, the situation again changed draniigtica d0 not raise the issue in sermons, even thougflesgeer
Throughout the western world, both major political S involved and there is a clear problem.

parties adopted Free Market Capitalism ideologyisTh An example where the Church does not defend
was the ideology which prevailed in conservativeChristian principles is the Christian concept of
parties prior to the 1950s. The ideology calledléms  Marriage. The Christian concept of Marriage is unde
government intervention in the economy leavingattack in the public arena, but priests have ntiveted
business to act largely unhindered in the econ@mgr  sermons calling on Catholics to defend Christian
a number of decades the role of government hamarriage. The reason is that there is a policybgehe
gradually been reduced. The aim of this ideologd w bishops not to do so.

to maximise business profits, rather than the gfdde e Moslems have people clambering to join up and t
community. lay down their lives because their Mullahs do coadér
One consequences for the Church was that its socialf these lines of preaching.

doctrine was now to be completely ignored and the\g pishop wants to become the first bishop to lose

ideology which it was required to support was NoWgqyernment funding and priests, with no security of
contrary to Christian principles. Many of the ao8oof  anure. are loathe to complain.

government and of business were now also contary tTh Church ds effecti | leadershi .
Christian principles. The Church was put into ayver € urch needs effective moral leadership. ~Quite

uncomfortable position. If it lived up to its moral clgarly this will not come from the bishpps or WEStS_
responsibility, it could lose government fundingldax without some prodding and Igadershlp fro.m.th('a Ja|.ty
exemption as its comment on morality could beThe rgnevx_/al and the survival of (_Ihrlstlanlty n
interpreted as interference in politics. It coulsbacause Australia will rely on members of the laity demamgli

a split in the Church membership, as many Catholicd"at the Church get back to the moral basics.
were doing very well out of the new ideology. The If the Church is not about morality, then what s i
Church itself was one of the big winners. about?
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12 Signs that your Church has a Culture of Trust

We all realise that western churches need to matarel change, but what are some of the most impottareas
we need to address? The following list is a colieatof biblical principles that must be addressadadrder for the
western church to move forward. Some of the therassrepeated in slightly different contexts.

1. Everyone feels valued and appreciated

Trust creates an environment where people value ether. People should feel valued no matter howallstmeir
contribution is. In a culture of trust, it doesniaitter how long you've been a member, what roleplay, what your
abilities are, or how old you are, everyone is epjted and valued. In a culture of trust, peoptpularly receive
praise no matter what contribution they make.

2. Members are empowered to minister spiritual gift s

Trust opens a platform to impart a gift into a pars life. Timothy was able to minister to the Guhian church
because Paul trusted him and highly recommendedlhiam environment of trust, everyone is more dpereceive
from each other. In a culture of distrust, excusescreated to discourage members from ministehen spiritual
gifts.

3. People are willing to take greater risks

If people have encouragement and feel trusted, dheynore willing to take risks. Most of the misgdes | know,
and anyone who has served God outside of their @mdmbne, have one thing in common. They may haenb
apprehensive at stepping out into something nethiey had at least one person who trusted andosigapthem.

4. There is a high commitment to serve

When people know they are trusted, they are motingvito commit to serving. In an environment oftlust,
everything you do is carefully monitored, decisimaking is limited, and creativity is suppressed. @ enjoys
serving in an environment where every decision sg¢ede approved by five different people, and wrsrmeone
is watching over your shoulder 24/7.

5. There is a high level of productivity

When there is a high level of trust, people natyrathieve much more. Trust is not the only isse &ffects
productivity, but | believe it is one of the biggdactors. If people trust each other to do thelrsj whether it
involves a safety check, a phone call, or scheduwdim appointment, it's much easier for them to $oon their own
task instead of worrying about others.

6. Everyone honours one another

The bible instructs us to honour one another. Gnibeokeys to honour is trust. In a culture of dist, people pull
each other down in order to justify their own imaoice. In a culture of trust, leaders don’t needdek honour,
they are given honour because they have suppadeel] for, and believed in the people they seremadr should
always be based on a relationship of trust, anémelligation.

7. Bridges of friendship are created and groups wor k together

Division within the body of Christ is created framlack of trust. When groups trust each other, #meyhappy to
share resources and time to assist one anothem \gfoeips focus on common goals and have a deswetk
together, it is possible to achieve much more thiay of them could achieve alone. Everyone ben#fiis long
term trusting relationships.

8. Members actively seek ways to learn from one ano  ther

It's much easier to learn from someone that yostiWhen people don't trust each other, the legktonversation
are very shallow. When the level of trust growspge share more freely allowing everyone to leaomf each
other’s personal experiences. In an environmentrust, churches seek ways to bring people togetheuild

(continued next page)
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12 Signs that your Church has a Culture of Trust (. ..continued)

relationships and facilitate learning.
9. Members are transparent and accountable to each  other

Accountability is based on trust. When people tasth other, they can be transparent and sharesthongth each
other. In an environment of trust, people don'tehileir true feelings, they share them. In an emvirent of trust,
people can share their mistakes and weaknesses) egtdirn they can receive the support and engeutiaey need
to grow in their personal life.

10. Members can share their concerns and issues are addressed

An environment of trust allows everyone to shareirtitoncerns. Too often people are afraid to spgakand
guestion the way something is done, or raise ctintenissues. In Acts chapter 6, the Apostles neded to a report
that Grecian widows were being neglected. In aucailof distrust, issues are swept under the carpet.

11. Members share their ideas freely

In an environment of trust, people are more williaghare their ideas. Even if the idea is notabl&, people know
they are appreciated for their input. An environtrrtrust is always buzzing with excitement asgpeshare ideas
and work together. | wonder how many creative ideag& experienced a silent death because membanstkat no

one would seriously listen to them.

12. Members are equipped and promoted

One of the most distinctive signs of a culture roist is the promotion of members. The Apostle Raldased
Timothy into the role of an overseer, even thougmadthy was still considered very young. A culturetiust
supports and releases people to serve in ordectitdte multiplication. In a culture of distrus¢aders protect their
roles, and withhold opportunities for others tovgro

Can you identify any of the signs in your church?hat are some things your church does to enhancestru
among members? Are there any other points you waadldl to this list? The framework has suggested noeithto
enhance trust which we are confident you will regemendous rewards. We cannot live in fear. But loimg a
culture of honour is paramount.

Peter Sewell has over 25 years of ministry expeégetraining church leadership teams, business gakernment
leaders, and community groups. He is a passiong@arter of the local church and served as an assegastor
for 15 years. During this time he was involved lanting new churches, and coordinating cell groupastoral
care, and discipleship. He has qualifications irbligial studies, business, counselling, coachingd auult
education, and is currently involved in trainindute leaders across Europe.

Copyright 2015 Peter Sewdittp://www.churchexcellenceframework.conPermission is granted to copy, forward,
or distribute this article for non-commercial usely as long as this copyright byline, in totality,maintained in all
duplications, copies, and link references. For mepipermission for any commercial use, in any fafmedia,
please contaabrchard.j.johnson@gmail.com

Generate is the premier provider of School Chaplains in NSW, managing over 150 Federal Government
Funded School Chaplaincies.

Generate partners with schools in the recruitment, training, supervision and ongoing professional
development of School Chaplains. This ensures the placement of high quality Christian Chaplains who
are well equipped to support young people and strengthen local communities.

1 Transforming Sydney is partnering with Generate to bring awareness of the role
of Chaplains and the great opportunity for local combined churches to place
Generate-employed SRE (Scripture) teachers in NSW state secondary schools.

ge nerc Te For more information and how to help please go to

www.generate.org.au
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Love, Actually

By Andre Van Eymeren

The opening scene of the Hugh Grant, smash hite lAwstually depicts the arrival gate at Heathrowpéit. It could have
been any airport in the world as the scene is nlnglsame. Loved ones welcoming home travellers avitluge hug and a
kiss. Weary travellers relieved to see family amenids and to be on home soil once again. The &rsgnce over, the heart
full once again because of the sweet connectiond®t people.

This kind of love is depicted again and again tigtmut the Scriptures, Abraham and Sara, Jacob ebddRa, we see it
played out through Solomon’s song, Jonathan anddp&od to Israel, the Psalmist to God, the waitifagher to the
prodigal son, Jesus to the world, the call to leaeh other, the example of the early church andrsoLove is the
cornerstone of our faith and perhaps the greaifstg can give to the world.

If this is true and we have been called to be earka great love, the ones who are loved in oftetrwe may go and love,
then what is the nature of the gift we bear? Hoswee to express it? How do we so let it embodyhas évery response we
make, every action we consider taking is permebyeldve? Whilst this is aspirational | wouldn’t bie you if you put your

hands up in the air in frustration, saying ‘it ©tbard, how are we to do this?’ The difficulty bfg task is overwhelming,
and it should be.

How are we to love others when they are fundamigraald vehemently opposed to the things we holdd&a when we
are frightened by the things we see depicted inribdia? What is the nature of the love we are tav@hHow are we even
to love our family, when they interrupt the things see as so important?

A few years ago Andrew Denton released a documentdied God on My Side

he told the story of a conference of American Qiais Broadcasters. | The hallmark of our
remember at the time there was a fair bit of cwmcifrom the Christian religion  which  should
community about the documentary. For those who tdenbw. Andrew is have been front and
known for his sharp wit and the put down is newrdway. Despite all of this he .
is very intelligent and very thoughtful. | found ethdocumentary both centre, in a conference of
enlightening and disturbing. It was a very respéctbok at the Christian this sort was notably
broadcasting culture, however it also depictedetiteeme end. At this end of the missed by someone who
spectrum producers were making shows that welcothedclash of cultures, ) ;
including the loss of life, evidenced by the GulaWVThe belief was that a war doesn't share our faith.
of this kind would bring on the return of Christdaso was to be eagerly Ouch!

anticipated, and supported.

| was privileged enough to witness a Q&A with Andrafter the screening. One of the things that keaged with me even
years later was a simple comment Andrew made dbwet In the credits he put the quote from Johmeytll know you by
the love you have for each other.’” Someone askedafiout the quote and he stated that as he logkethéthe displays
and heard people’s stories, he noticed that it m&sing. The hallmark of our religion which sholidve been front and
centre, in a conference of this sort was notablsed by someone who doesn’t share our faith. Ouch!

| use to work with Fusion Australia, one of our giass was helping the church in a community wodetber to put on a
festival that moved it beyond the walls and welcdnaead embraced that community with free food, fgngmes and
entertainment. The whole festival pointed to thétational nature of our faith. In training churchi®r this type of outreach,
we often quoted Elias Cannetti. He wrote a bookuailbmowds and power, in it he talks about the pafdBod. He says that
the proof of God's existence is not a logical propillogical one, if you know maths, but a sogabof. He believed and |
think he’s right that if there was a crowd thathgaied and there was love at the heart of that Issgséem, then the divine
would be proven without the use of words. And thee certainly countless stories of how this typeamnection with the
community drew people closer to Christ.

So how are we to love? What does it look like, ipalarly in the face of some of the ethical chaljes we see today? We
could name some of them, same sex marriage, assdekers, Muslims, homelessness, poverty in gerdmad, addiction,
secular humanism, forced closures of Indigenousneonities and so on. Quite often we mistake love dostaunch
utterance of what we believe the gospel is saybmuta certain issue. How have we got to a poirdun faith that we
believe love is embodied by shouting at someonesaca barricade, or writing a disrespectful respams social media?

(continued next page)
* The drivers of society borrowed from Dr David 86, developed through his work with Sophia ThiakR http://goo.gl/tNHjjl
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Love, Actually (...continued)

Somehow it appears, we have equated love for tier atith a verbal barrage of what we consider tthiegruth.

Somehow it appears, we
have equated love for the
other with a verbal
barrage of what we
consider to be the truth.

Love is inherently relational, it yearns for de@muection, to understand the other
and to speak hope and life, not condemnation. é&drppointed out that radical love
of the other can seem impossible, that we can misdands in frustration and say
we can't do it. And that is right, because trueel@emands death, it demands that
we sacrifice our ego, that we sacrifice our perkolzm to be right and ultimately
with Christ on the cross we put to death anythhmg tvould cause us to react out
of hate, anger or fear.

Andre is an experienced community development ttangutrainer and practitioner. Over the past 28ays he has
been part of building community from the insideisTras seen him and his family live and work ingiralised and
hurting communities in South Australia and Victoridded to this Andre has been involved in projeciss
Australia, working extensively with local counci#ghools, faith groups and the not for profit sectde holds an
undergraduate in Ministry and an MA focused ontfaihd community development.

-

WATCHMEN SCHOOL OF INTERCESSION

TheAustralian Prayer Network has established a Watchmen School of Intercess|on

for the purpose of training up Christians in howptay for our Nation and the Nations of the
world as well as for the Church in Australia angdel.

The School begins with a Foundational Course spogad6 sessions which is usually held as
a 2 day intensive. This course is suitable for leogherienced prayers and/or those wanting|to

simply know more about the discipline of prayer &g it relates beyond our personal
relationship with God, as a tool that God usedange the world around us.

The topics of the Foundational Course are:

Sessionl - How prayer works

Session2 - Intercession — a lifestyle that changgsur world
Session3 - Understanding the spiritual DNA of youcommunity
Session4 - Spiritual Authority the key to spiritud breakthrough
Session5 - Principals of small group leadership arparticipation
Session6 - How to hear God'’s voice

The course is being made available to Churchesy @hristian ministries and established

prayer groups/networks across Australia. Ther@isast for the Course although we ask that

a free will offering towards the ministry of the gtwalian Prayer Network be allowed to be
taken at each School held.

After completion of the Foundational Course papigits, should they so choose, will be able

to undertake further Intermediate and Advancedsesiwhich will be offered over the
following two years. Each of those courses wilbdte of 6 to 8 sessions duration. Whereas
the Foundational Courses will be held locally, itermediate and Advanced courses will b
centralised to State and National level to enabl&gipants to learn with other praying peop,
from across their State and the nation as a whole.

Local Pastors or other ministry leaders who woille to host a Foundation Level Course

should make contact with us to discuss your need$iaw we may be able to assist in
meeting these needs.

Yours in Christ,
Brian Pickering, National Coordinator, Australiarr@/er Network - prayer@bigpond.rwé

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org
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CHILD, ARISE!

The Courage to Stand

CHILD ARIS E" A Spiritual Handbook for Survivors of Sexual Abuse
PhE s RaeE L0 SIAEE  JANE N. DOWLING

Foreword by Fr David Ranson

ISBN 9781-86355-153-3

“One of the most important books to have been venittin a time of
intense scrutiny and dark and disturbing exposum@ the church.
It is an account of personal courage and gracioysrst, and a
story of remarkable faith. It is a book full of intation, of
possibility and of hope.”

Rev Dr David Ranson, Senior Lecturer, Sydney Codlegf Divinity

“My journey from childhood to maturity, through Ingi an altar boy, the
shame of sexual abuse, to the seminary, then muvgih disabled children,
marriage and fatherhood, to legal practice and fipany present life’s work
as an advocate for other survivors would not hagerbpossible without my
mentors: people who shared their wisdom distilledfthe pain and joy of
life and who showed me courage in the face of pahare a vision that no
one should journey in sorrow without hope. ‘Childs&!" offers hope: it

lifts the shame of child sexual abuse from ‘victiam&l presents practical
encouragement for ways to access light, vitality srsight in the darkest of
times, when suffering seems unending.” John E#lisyer and survivor

“As a lawyer and psychotherapist advocating forfetdrs of childhood sexual abuse, | was delightéH the
reflectivity encouraged by this beautiful book.e&knerging capacity for reflection is integral to traa recovery.
‘Child Arise! uses biblical language to anchor leftion and yet its genesis in lived experiencelegs it potentially
useful even to those whose faith has been devddigtabuse by clergy.”

Nicola Ellis, lawyer / psychotherapist

“This spiritual handbook is welcome, constructivedaunique. Here we have a broad range of specljicilosen,
biblically based, powerful prayerful reflectionsadating the survivor, of any age and circumstanodap into their
spiritual selves, perhaps long muted.”

Dr Jennifer Herrick, sexual abuse survivor and tlegical scholar

“This is a book by a victim of sexual abuse forepthictims, someone who has spent countless haeotgating on
the scriptures and applying them to her situatibis an abundant source of consolation and insir@ not just for
victims but for the whole community.”

Bishop Geoffrey Robinson,

author of For Christ's Sake: End Sexual Abuse en@atholic Church ... for Good (2013)

This practical handbook invites the reader to etbara journey of healing by taking a guided wélfotigh the Scriptures
where they will learn to listen to their personalrg narrated by a loving God. As this transformjogrney unfolds, the
reader will be amazed as they discover the presainme all-loving and compassionate God who walkk them and
extends a healing hand. It is a practical handhbakalso offers insight to spiritual and pastaae workers accompanying
survivors of sexual abuse, family and friends atigtiosupporters. Interwoven within the scriptuedlactions is the story of
the author’s own journey from trauma to healings k& powerful and moving narrative that servea awdel for other
survivors.

The Author

Jane Dowling has spent twenty-two years as a coatsecmember of an international Catholic missigrammunity
facilitating retreats and providing guidance on howpray with the Scriptures. As a survivor of sababuse, she
experienced the transformative power of God’s worder own healing journey. Witnessing this transfation in others
prompted her to write this book. In late 2012, ahpeared before the Royal Commission into Instinati Responses to
Child Sexual Abuse. ‘My decision to tell my stooythe Royal Commission’, she says, ‘not only itétha personal journey
of deeper healing but also provided the raw mdtiaGod to work with and what | needed to begiritiwg this book.’

David Lovell Publishing PO Box 44 Kew East VIC 3102el +61 3 9859 0000
email publisher@davidlovellpublishing.com
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FAITH

When faith dies we stop hoping. We stop trying. We his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and hi
stop having dreams and visions. We stop living.ngyi incomparably great power for us who believe.
faith says; ”’I give up”. (Ephesians 1:17-19)
Faith is not easy to understand and for many n&f &  We can get a better revelation of God through;
attain BUT Jesus said little children have it. Wéave | Hearing (Romans 10:17)#aith comes by hearing”
faith, but not all have faith in the God of heaven. . _ , .

» Reading (2 Timothy 3:16)"All scripture is inspired

We can have faith in our abilities, money and poteer by God”
achieve our desired outcome or we can look to God.

_ _ , > Seeking (Acts 17:27) “He is never far from any
“Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: one of us”

but we will remember the name of the LORD
our God.” (Psalm 20:7)

FAITH LOOKS UP —
IT'S NOT ABOUT US BUT HIM

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped fog th
evidence of things not seerfFebrews 11:1 KJV)

> Impartation (Romans 1:11)“ may impart to you
some spiritual gift to make you strong”

FAITH = PATIENCE

Remember the “faith movement”? Why was there not a
“patience movement”? Faith and patience CANNOT be
separated.

“We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate
those who through faith and patience inherit whas h
been promised.... And so after waiting patiently,
“The fundamental fact of existence is that thiSAbraham received What was promised("—'ebrews

trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation 6:12 15) Faith is tenacious — it hangs on — it doats
under everything that makes life worth living.” stop — it will not let go

(Message Bible)

“Now faith means putting our full confidence in the
things we hope for, it means being certain of thing
we cannot see.{JB Phillips )

We can become lazy, weary, punch drunk and give up

. , s
How can we be certain of the things we hope for Many of us have realized that we do not have faith

How can we be certain of the thing we cannot see?  the systems of the world and hence have no othee ho
There can be false faith and false hope. Faithrmpd  but a greater faith in God. We will focus on thasisig
(and by the way Love) can be false and selfisheTru God and not the storm. We will hang in there arad/ pr
faith does not start with what | want, but with wi&od  continually. We will be concerned for nothing ....

wants and says. When | let go of my wants and ME angjth sees the Kingdom Come and dares to belieate th
start looking to God — a great burden — a greatiBIE God is able.

lifted off my shoulders. If you want to phone our intercessors you are ntioae

“True faith is simply the recognition of the One in welcome. Please phone +27 82 9309 889 (South Africa
whom we believe. ... True faith is the ability to see

eternity, an ability that delivers us from the caend

worries of this world which are passing away.” (Ric
Joyner) Our daily devotions can also be read at

SEEING IS BELIEVING www.deovalentemission.blogspot.com

onlv aft t a bett . f God d ¢ Please read the devotions and you are more than
nly after we get a betler view ol 500 do We g€t &;q1come to leave comments at the bottom of every
better faith. People have so little faith becausesee so

devotion.
little of God. Get a better picture & get a beftath. Vot

We therefore need a better revelation of God. Wazine
Him to be revealed.

h k_eep asking _that the God of our. Lord JesusWe, together with you, give thanks to our Fathertlie
Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the

. . ) finished work of Jesus Christ, which includes stbrg
Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may

deli heali it di tal life.
know him better. | pray that the eyes of your heart eliverance, hea |'ng, prospeftty and immortat fite
may be enlightened in order that you may know-OVe, peace and joy

the hope to which he has called you, the riches o behalf of the Prayer Net Team
Pastor Johan Lourens.

You can also visit our website atww.gebednet.com
and complete the online form {Guest Book}.

Our now-prayer for you is that the supernaturall wil
take place in your situation and that your requette
met by God'’s grace - God'’s ability!
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Change Your Business Mindset

By Peter Irvine
Mindsets - “You can’t do that....!”

In life and in business people will tell you whatuycan and can'’t do.

It seems there are those with limited mindsetarallind us and we can easily fall into the trapaang with the flow
‘It's too hard!’ or
‘It hasn’t been done this way before’
.... Therefore it can't!

These people are revealing their own limited thigkior they may be operating from their own comfame. Their
small mindsets haven't been stretched or enlar§edwhen you decide to do something different dryridike
launch a product, add another retail store, changervice, or establish a larger vision, you'lldfiat least ten
percent of people will either oppose you or disagréh you. In fact Robert Kennedy said

“One-fifth of the people are against everythingtak time.”
Far better to have the type of mind that looks latean be done.
“We just keep moving forward, opening new doorsj] a@oing new things, because we’re curious and
curiosity keeps leading us down new pathWélt Disney
“Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold back,; lengthen your cords,
strengthen your stakesl8aiah 54:11
Here are a few examples of negative mindsets Iwveimto over the years, they might trigger somegedion as
you read.

COMPETITOR MINDSETS

People with a mindset that focuses on the comepetitiround them end up constantly comparing therasglv
worrying about how they will keep up or keep themarket share. In retail, in the service industryere
manufacturing and production areas. Constant walogut losing customers or sales to another compestgrad of
moving ahead with focus on what will build businéShurches too can be guilty of this!).
Focus on competitors will cause you to:

+ Copy each other’s ideas watch how quickly retailers copy sales ideaswimilar ones of their own.

+ Copy each other’s advertising strategiegeven the ones that don’t work!)

¢+ Lose your point of difference— the very things that set you apart in the market

¢+ Lose direction & move away from your own vision
Learn to be a leader in your arena and let everfaliv you.

MEDIA MINDSETS

The media always wants to generate stories wignmtabin-grabbing headlines. You can present thes flacteporters
and they can still publish or broadcast stories #na totally different. To them, contradiction acmhtroversy are
what make great stories, sells magazines and npexpand attracts viewers or listeners.
| heard some months ago now, that print & TV medithe UK were in dire economic straits. It seerasone was
buying advertising during the economic downturn! &Vla surprise! These same media had been publishing
economic doom and gloom for months and now werpimgathe rewards — people believed their bad news a
stopped advertising!

+ Learn to find and celebrate the good newslhere are some great success stories still beiblisped.

+ Stop reading or listening to negative media reports

+ Get some positive inputMeet with positive people, read & listen to en@ging material.

+ Feed your spirit. Don't just rely on external things to keep you ivated, build yourself up on the inside.
Make sure your faith relates to your life and bsij@u up - giving hope rather than bad news.

FAMILY, FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES MINDSETS:

There are so many people close to you who willyell what you can’'t do. They have mindsets aboutamd your
business (or your Church involvement) which often’tlline up with your own vision in life.

“Criticism is the death gargle of non-achiever®astor Jensen Franklin

(continued next page)
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Change Your Business Mindset (...continued)
When we purchased the international rights and Iguijop the Gloria Jean’s Coffees brand in 2005, sawfi the
comments we received were:
“You can’t run that from Australia!”
“What about the different cultures and customs?”
“What about the languages?”
“What about the distance?”
“How are you going to supervise it?”
“How are you going to protect your brand?”
“What about government regulations?”
All these comments and cautions were valid. Thesewight that the risks were very high. But we wahead and
did it anyway, despite the mindsets. We have bdd@ ® open Gloria Jean's Coffees in more thamythime
countries at current count. We have a brand thgitawing internationally. We have done all the gswe were told
we couldn’t do. Yes, there are issues and therelastacles. Yes, there are mountains to climb.itButhe same in
every business and in every situation. Watch auafty family, friends and business associate misdbat tell you
what cannot be done.
¢ Face the challenges step by stephere is always an element of truth in these n@tedsut they can be
overcome.
+ Don't be impatient. One of my failings is that I like things to happslow!’ | am still learning to take time to
get things right.
¢+ Don't let these mindsets to steal your dream or dé®y your relationships. These are people who care
about you, however haven’t done what you are dddagyour best to bring them on the journey.
“Faced with the choice between changing one’s nand proving that there is no need to do so, almost
everybody gets busy on the prodBhn Kenneth Galbraith

LEGALISTIC MINDSETS
Mindsets that are inflexible and see only the tegféhe law rather than the big picture.
| have often had experience with people on committs who cannot agree some are solution-minded and don't
always obey the letter of the law, the others g@agetiwhen things are not done by the book. Thedoiget things
done, the latter spend all their time writing emadriticising and generally getting nowhere (alifjlo appearing to
be actively involved).
In the legal area itself- some lawyers have the mindset that certaintttogcan only be dealt with by legal action.
Far better to avoid this wherever possible.
In the financial arena - there are accountants who don’t think beyondtwhey have always known.
There is no question we need both accountantsaamgkls, they are essential in business today, henmweg need
to:
+ Be pro-active in your dealings with them- looking to the best solutions long term for businesses.
¢+ Make sure we get the ‘Right’ financial or legal adisor — one who has had real experience in the particula
area needed.
¢ Ask for input then make the decisionUltimately legal or financial advisors can onlyes# & point out the
pitfalls.

‘EVERYONE'’S DOING IT" MINDSET
Who is ‘everyone’?
Your child will ask you for an expensive toy or gamiWhy? You ask. Because everyone's got one! Who is
everyone? It usually turns out to be one or twihatmost.
In business we sometimes introduce products oicasrbecause ‘everyone’s doing it'.
Be careful you are not dragged off course, awamfyour vision and mission by things that may notddevant or
necessary.
Ask:
¢ Isit relevant for my business?
¢ Does it fit with our Vision/Mission?

(continued next page)
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Change Your Business Mindset (...continued)

¢ Is it actually working for others?
¢ Are we innovating or just copying?

‘IF IT'S NOT BROKE DON'T FIX IT" MINDSET

Nothing stays the same in life or in business.

To be a leader, to grow and expand, you need to banovating, improving and moving forward.
| advise many companies in developing their busimpdsns. One of the questions | ask is
Where do you want to be in three years?

¢+ Sell? ¢+ Grow byl10% ¢ 20% ¢+ 100%7?

The only non-acceptable option is to stay wheregm@iVhy?

Because if you stay the same your business will Bfacosts will continue to increase, customers willose
interest and leave — your business will eventuallfail.

The same thing will happen in your relationshipd gaur life if you are not moving forward.

‘I HAVE EVERYTHING | NEED’ MINDSET:

Do you find yourself saying, “I have enough to doatvl want, pay the bills, educate the kids, faedfamily, why
do I need more?” Think for a minute — this couldabselfish attitude! Maybe you could generate mbeesable to
give towards those in need, generate more jobp, yair local community. Nowhere does God say Hetsvanr
businesses to fail, our churches to fail or ouatiehships to fail. He wants us to grow in our tielaships, our faith
and every aspect of life.

"... | pray that in all respects you may prosper &edn good health, just as your soul prospedsjohn 1:2

When you decide to do something — and, after much ¢ onsideration you
are convinced this is the way forward. Don’t be sur prised at the mindsets
you will have to confront, and often within your ow n organisation!

The Way Forward

Set the course: My wife & | discuss each year the vision for oulat®nship, family, church involvement,
and business. We don't seek other people’s mindsgtehat we believe God wants in these areas.

¢+ Mix with positive people:  Those with a ‘Can Do’ attitude. Stay away from rtega bottom of the pile
thinkers, don'’t let them influence your decisions.

+ Understand that problems: obstacles and difficulties will always come. As mesolve each one, we grow,
and our businesses, relationships and lives impas\eresult.

+ Be prepared to face the negative attitudes positive  ly: Be excited by the possibilities of life (view the
alarm clock as an opportunity clock).

¢ Learn to bring people on the journey:  Make the time to encourage and inspire (it dogasithappen in
a busy schedule).

+ Demonstrate problem-solving ideas & give your peopl e the freedom to work through their
own solutions. They will grow and the business will improve agauit.

¢ There will be some who will not make the journey wi  th you. Don’t be discouraged, or judgemental,
simply give them the grace to move on.

+ Be aware that you too will have mindsets on some th ings: be honest with yourself and prepared to
change.

Stop and Change When Necessary

One of my favourite sayings idf the horse is dead, dismount”
There are people in business and life everywhem fisld it hard to recognise when the horse is ddéd current
economic market either stalls companies or theyentdlanges. This is a great time to market difféyentstand out
in a different way. | have experienced many dificimes but have seen the businesses that makgebaucceed,
then grow and accelerate in the good times thattaady follow.

People have askedHOW DO | KNOW WHETHER TO PERSIST OR STOP AND CHANGE ?’

(continued next page)
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Change Your Business Mindset (...continued)

Check your original Vision and purpose
If your original vision is the right one, don’t thw it out - look at what you are actuatlpingto fulfil that vision.

The purpose does not change, however the methodsiseedo. In advertising when a retail promotion for
McDonalds did not work we did not persevere we matEnges and moved on, the character of McDon&dddy
restaurants did not change, just the one promotion.

Change is inevitable - so GET USED TO IT!

If you want to build anything to last - a businesstrong family, a company department, a powdifestestimony —
it will need room to grow, to change and evolvehiea process. If you don’t change your work prastias you grow
—e.g. if you keep the same products and packatiiegsame programs or services without variatitifie people in

their jobs by not allowing them to grow and develtipen things will either stagnate and die, youl Jake

customers, or you will lose your most promisingfdtaother businesses where they can grow.

If you want a bigger business, you will need tokl@ab constant ways to change and improve, nothengsshe same
forever

See change as your friend
A sign we saw recently on a local church ré€édu can’t control the wind but you have to adjtist sails”

Don't be afraid to do things differently, changendze challenging at first but it's also excitingprings freshness
and life.

¢ Look positively at what is working in your businessd what is not. Are the things you are curredting
fulfilling the vision and purpose originally set?

Are they working but need some adjustments — cthdy be better?

Are there things you are not currently doing thedwdd be explored?

What about your staff or team members — do they lrasights and suggestions that need to be actroned
+ Are there creative ‘One Off’ ideas to try for shperiods to gain momentum?

Develop a culture of change

If the business has operated for some time witlhoudvation and development it becomes difficultiitroduce
anything new or kill off anything that isn't prodine. People become very protective of their jobs.

How do you develop a culture of change — one wheople are not threatened?
¢ Inspire the team - make sure your team are on heithdhe vision and purpose.
Keep them up-to-date with progress.
Get them involved in working out better ways totdimgs.
There are changes that just HAVE to be made wineligidual staff are creating morale issues.

Introduce changes needed over a period of timestndture your business so that it can grow aehgé
with minimal disruption.

+ Get people used to the fact that there will be momishange in order to see the vision and purposeved.
¢+ Celebrate —enjoy the journey!

There are times you will need to draw a line in #a@d and start afresh. If you try to band-aid aweskirt the
problems they will get worse.

Don’t change for change’s sake
Not everythinghas to be changed. Beware of throwing out youp@sg and direction for the sake of innovation.
Look critically at your business or organization —
¢ Are you doing too many things?
¢ Are there areas that need to be axed?
¢+ Do you need to re-launch an area?
+ Or simply have a cosmetic change — eg. design wotke décor of the reception area.
+ Is there need for specific staff training?
Whatever the innovations make sure they are moyxaogn the right direction for your life and busése

Be Flexible

In business - be flexible — as things change learaspond quickly

* & o

* & & o

(continued next page)
|
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Change Your Business Mindset (...continued)

DO YOU DITCH THE PLAN?

NO - youneedan actionable business plan, but within that pheme will be room to change and adapt. Technology
is always changing, social or media issues arisenaw products become available all the time. Tadaystomers
look for ‘What's in it for me?’ - this all effectsow we market and do business.

LET'S LOOK AT SOME EXAMPLES

New technology

1. Seen in a recent newspaper artidléorth Sydney restaurant has become Australia’s fst to replace printed
menus with Apple iPads.Diners can see what each dish looks like, alorth teisting notes, specify how they want
the meat cooked, which sauce they prefer and aemgiuggestions on wines to go with each dish.afiecan also
keep track of stock levels so if certain disheb@dlthey automatically disappear from the on-sormenu.

What a great idea — just watch just how quicklg thecomes commonplace!

2. Word of MouthA local Discount Pharmacy (Drug Store) take the detils of your script and texts you when a
repeat is due asking if you want it filled. Being a stand-alostere this helps them generate store traffic apeat
business (it also helps forgetful customers!)

Training

The legendary story of former IBM chairman Tom Watson looks at training as more than theory A company
employee made a $100,000 mistake. The man’s cardfedelearly knocked, led him to offer his resigoatiWwatson
replied: “Are you kidding? We just spent $100,000ymur training”. Which is more effective, the sohof hard
knocks or learning theory up front? We need tolexlfle with our team, allow them to make a few tadkes rather
than micro-managing.

Don’t stay small

There’s a certain species of fish that when yoagthem in a tiny aquarium, they stay small. Howéfvgou place
that same fish in a large body of water, it wilbgrto its intended size. You and | are the sameuifthinking is
influenced by an environment that’s limited and Bmae will stay small. If we get around people wtiink big,
dream big and plan big then we will grow to oueimded size.

IT'S TIME TO EXPAND YOUR THINKING

When times are difficult, it's the wrong time tortker down, stop growing and marketing, lay low avait until it
passes. This is the time to expand your thinkihgok for creative ways to go forward. | find toutiimes bring out
the best ideas and the most innovative thinkings€hare the times to learn and grow, to look far salutions.

PUT YOURSELF IN THE RIGHT ENVIRONMENT

The book of Proverbs says
“Become wise by walking with the wise; hang out with fools and watch your life fall to pieces.” Proverbs 13:20

You can complain that you don’t have “wise” peofevalk with, however there is a wealth of wisdaortdp into.
Put yourself into the right environment by tappintp resources from people like John Maxwell ordieg about
people like Bill Gates, Jim Collins, Steve JobgicégoMeyer and others who inspire you. You may n@egsonally
meet them, but you can decide to spend time listetd CDs in the car, reading or researching online

TIPS
¢ Start a small group of people who will stretch anthrge you — study a good leadership book together
+ Don't allow negative people to drain you — limiethinfluence over you
+ Balance what you hear, read and watch in the masisam it can influence you in the wrong directi®dhe
principle of sowing and reaping applies to what y@ich, listen to and read. If it is consistenthgative,
that’s how you will think and act.
¢+ Get a coach or mentor who will encourage you. Ergnod, positive friend who can do the same

¢ Look for short events and courses that will expamat thinking

DON'T STAY WHERE YOU ARE
Now is the time to grow - to learn, plan, innovatel break away from limited thinking and mindsets.

Peter Irvine

www.peterirvine.com

Peter is Co-Founder of Gloria Jean’s Coffees Austrauthor of ‘Win In Business’ and ‘Building yoBusiness,
your People, your Life’ and keynote speaker.
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Redfern Prayer

Pastor Ray Minniecon wrote a prayer in 2009 whielecdime known as the ‘Redfern Prayer’.

God of our Dreaming. Father our all Aboriginal nations in Australia.
You have lived among us since time immemorial.

We have always known You.

You gave this land to our Aboriginal nations.

You have not dispossessed us nor destroyed us.

People from other lands, who do not understand our unique culture, our unique lifestyle
and our unique heritage have come and destroyed much of our way of life.
Many of these people from other lands now want to understand and reconcile with us.

But for many of us Aboriginal people, we find this reconciliation business a little difficult.
Too many of our children are still in jails.

Too many of our children are still living in sub-standard housing.

Too many of our mothers are living on the streets or in refuges.

Too many of our children are still uneducated.

Too many of our children have no land and no community to go back to.

Too many of our children have not got good opportunities for good employment.

Too many of our children are living in extremely unhealthy environments.

Too many of our children are living among violence and abuse.

Too many of our children are dying to drugs and other soul-destroying substances.

God our Dreaming and Creator of our people, we sometimes feel overwhelmed by these
things. Many of us feel like we are refugees in our own land.

Today we are coming together again on one of our battlegrounds to cry out to You for
mercy and justice for our children, for our families and for our land.

We pray that more resources will be given to our local community organizations to help us
grow healthy and strong.

We pray that the peoples from other lands will be given a heart of flesh instead of a heart
of stone so that they can understand us and support us properly.

We pray that your Spirit will help and encourage us to grow good strong Aboriginal
leaders.

Father we want to grow strong and healthy again in our own land.
We want to take our rightful place in our land and make our contribution to the re-building
of our families, our communities and our nation.

Please hear our cries for justice. We ask these mercies in the name of Your Son.
Amen.

[Source: www.CreativeSpirits.info, Aboriginal culeu- Spirituality - Redfern prayer, retrieved 25181 2015]
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The Children in Prayer Movement: Raising up Men and

Women of God who will Transform our World

By John Robb (2015)

The Lord has always sought to engage with childheaughout history, calling them at a young agedose His
purposes as mighty men and women of God. Childeste loften figured in the moves of His Spirit in lboévival
and mission from Biblical to contemporary times. iR$o accentuate thg
importance of children in His global mission, thdil@ren in Prayer
movement (CiP) arose in its modern form and hagagpto many nations
around the world. This began with Esther llniskypastors’ wife and g r
mother who started the Children's Global Prayer éfosnt in 1989. Jand

Mackie later got involved and started an Australia@rsion of thls B
P, “
4

movement and then began doing training of children prayer ¥ 4 ,i :
internationally. Jane was part of our internatio@aP network in the . ‘!.". W
International Prayer Council for some years.

This expanding international network is still affted with the IPC and is now under the leadersiipety Irwan

and Irma Chon, two women pastors with a deep lieatthe equipping of children internationally. Theyordinate a
team of CiP leaders that brought together overcslldren from around the world for the World Prayesembly in

2012 and have continued to train hundreds of Ganistorkers to develop CiP in various nations,g@gdhe Lord.

It was Esther lInisky who brought together 50 yoatid child intercessors for GCOWE in 1995 in Koatahe
invitation of Luis Bush and Peter Wagner, colleayaoEmine in the AD2000 and Beyond Movement. Ab4@®0
adult participants had the pleasant wake-up expegieof watching these child intercessors, with rtmeature
sensitivity to the Spirit, pray their powerful peag for our world. For example, the Ebola outbreakhe Congo
stopped abruptly after the Spirit showed one ofrtliee shape of the organism and they prayed acggydiSome
of us in the mission movement began to tumble édfdlat that children were important ministry parsn@ho should
not be ignored or just be kept in Sunday School.

It was not until 2002, after ten years of discovgrthe power of transformational prayer in manyiamat prayer
initiatives in the midst of war and other difficdonditions, that | began to wake up to the impu¢aof including
children in such initiatives. Slow learner!

It was through reading Luke 10:18-21 about the awesspiritual authority God has revealed to "litthéldren” (of
course including childlike adults too) that | beganput two and two together about including thddeln in the
international and national prayer initiatives inigthwe were involved.

Jesus' words about "becoming like a child" to seenter His Kingdom and that the greatest are thds® humble
themselves like little children also convinced me should ask World Vision national offices and ot@éristian

organizations to invite children to participatetiese initiatives wherever possible. It was alwagsing, and many
times we witnessed church and even political leadeeping after the kids prayed for them and feirthation.

The same has happened in the United Nations wige timternational prayer initiatives involving arsbadors and
UN staff. Last time, in 2013, the former ambassaidane Middle Eastern nation told some of the Apalticipants
that his life has never been the same since a phalged for him during one of the preceding inwies. He is now
in a high UN position in Africa.

In 2002, some World Vision colleagues of mine adre&h me that we ought 1
undertake a survey in five of World Vision’s natabroffices to discover th
impact of children's prayers on the developmentgse in poor communitie
The staff came back within a year raving aboutrel miracles of transformatic
they were witnessing, both personal, familial anffaistructural, and asked
they could extend this project for another year. V@ a consultation in Kenya
order to hear all the results which were just amgzimiracle after miracle e W
community splits reconciled, parents healed fronmieal illness, communit L%ﬂ
leaders and parents coming to Christ, clinics arellswbrought in by th @;—K
government’s decision to put them where the childvere praying! Terrorists i e

one country were kept from coming into the arearafbe kids were prayin Ch”dl’ h: P[’E‘]yer
(continued next pagt en N

2
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The Children in Prayer Movement (...continued)

Without any hyping, word of all of this spread likeground fire to 20 other national offices who ateéd CiP as a
model for spiritual nurture within their developmigmograms and began to see similar wonders of tGaaigh the
prayers of the children.

By 2006-2007, fifty of World Vision’s national offes wanted to learn how to adopt CiP into theigm@mmming.
The general feeling was one of great enthusiasneacitement, not only because of the transformationpact our
staff were seeing, but also because they knewwssg nurturing a new generation of men and womeBai, a
sacred trust while we had the children in our paogg.

Of course, such a move of the Spirit among childr@s sometimes been challenged by imperceptivésagbb do
not understand how God can use little ones, ydtatedone so over and over again both in Scriptudetfze history
of revival. For example, after Hannah dedicated &dntaking him from kindergarten to the Tabernabkebecame
available to the Lord through intimacy in prayer #olifetime of powerful ministry as prophet, ptiesd judge.
Israel’'s enemies were defeated and the nationnaasformed by his leadership for 40 years.

John Wesley, the great English revivalist of thethd&ntury, had a team of three to five year otk kivtho supported
him and his mass evangelism efforts with passiopeiger accompanied by tears. Those who objeciRouSually
don't believe that God can use little ones becdlisg have no direct, personal experience of seiadkids pray
and the wonderful impacts that can result. Or, they be controlled by a rationalistic paradigm tbaes not
understand or welcome the supernatural presencepaner of God's Spirit. Some others fear that weeha
manipulated the children by including them as pasnn ministry through the CiP movement.

My colleagues and | who have been part of CiP mexeer sought to tell the children how to pray otgach them
adult methods of prayer. On the contrary, we ungentto just open up to God and pray as He leads fien their
hearts- as naturally as breathing- in simplicity daith. During those early years after 2002, wedpced four
videos (still great resources for giving people tson) that are now on the IPC websitenatw.ipcprayer.org.
These videos describe some of what the Spirit iisgdeithin the international CiP movement and eradtyone to
see how children take to prayer so naturally anggpfully. These videos have helped skeptical adoltsnderstand
more clearly and have helped to defuse criticistiisf growing movement.

One of these videosrom Trash to Treasurelescribes the amazing ministry of the Royal Kafgroximately 8000
children who are either orphans or come from vagrgamilies in India. The founder of this ministiather Anton
Cruz, along with his team of teachers and helpave lenabled these kids to get a good educatiordar ¢o rise out
of poverty. They have also effectively nurtured ghddren to become life-long intercessors who peagh day for
the nations of the world and run a weekly TV progrinat reaches 2 million viewers. It is instructicesee how
God can transform and use even the poorest andesieekildren to become mighty instruments in Hisdsathat
even affect the nations of our world.

Some fear that CiP will get out of hand (that i @uadult control). In every case | have witnesdbd children have
always been a great blessing to the adults anchoather. They never get out of control, but ardrbobdest and
refreshingly open to the Lord. Undoubtedly, thel @ne wants to exploit such misunderstanding tcclblthe

development of CiP with the release of the kide thieir spiritual destiny through relating to thEather in prayer.
More than anyone else, it is actually Satan whesfé@e prayers of children, perhaps even more tihase of adults.
He is simply terrified of them because, in theiilditke innocence, they are so close to the Kingdamd God's
powerful workings are often mediated through tls@iple, faith-filled petitions.

The Children in Prayer movement continues to flds@ b partially hidden underground stream, breakipgo the
surface from time to time in different nations anternational events. May it one day become likaighty river,
impacting all the nations of our world and raisinqga whole new generation of men and women of Gatlile can
use to bring Kingdom transformation! Praying chélalras one adult so aptly said, are “God’s seceepan”.

Following Jesus’ example, | believe we adults nedontinually bless and pray for the children withom we
come into contact. We should encourage them tderelimectly to the Lord in their own unique waysatning to
enjoy the companionship of God for the rest of rtiees. In that way, while they are young, theylwgrow to
discern His voice like Samuel. Through such intiynadth the Lord, he receive
the triple anointing- prophet, priest and judgerotiyzh which he played such
formative role in shaping the history of his pedsi@el. What untapped potent
the children around us have to transform the fubdi@ur world!

JOHN ROBB is chairman of the International Prayeru@cil. He is also a member of
America's National Prayer Committee.

INTERNATIONAL

PRAYER
CONNECT
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the Arts

4 TheAustralian Screen Production Incentiveis the
Australian Government’s primary mechanism of
supporting film and television production. It prdes
generous tax incentives for film, television andest
screen production in Australia. Pray that the
Government invest wisely into this area.

“Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus €thri
and do not think about how to gratify the desirethe
flesh.” (Romans 13:14)

Transforming Sydney & Prayer Strategy for the Spher

Daily Prayer Calendar for July -

(Compiled by Lilian Schmid)
The Ministry of Arts in Australia

The Ministry for the Arts develops and administers
programs and policies that encourage excellencartin
support for cultural heritage and public accesarte and
culture.

The funding and support provided by the Ministry of
Arts helps artists and organisations shape therdlis 5
cultural landscape, increase cultural diversity,d an
inspire, educate and entertain audiences acrossafias
and around the world. Please uphold all the sestion
within the Ministry of Arts and meditate on theipture
related to each section:

Filming in Australia - One of the most popular
destinations for flmmaking in the world, Austrahas
an enviable lifestyle, spectacular and diversetiona,
well respected and sought after crews and creative
talent, exceptional cast and internationally reéseph
technical facilities, and Oscar winning post-praifrc
services. Combined with the economical cost of film
production and an established, collaborative ndtvebr
film agencies committed to assisting producers,maea
that Australia is a world-class location for filmkirag.
Pray that God is glorified in all areas in this aboall
these places be holy before the Lord our God

“But you, dear friends, by building yourselves np i
your most holy faith and praying in the Holy

Spirit,” (Jude 1:20)

Day in July

1 Creative industries have their origin in individual
creativity, skill and talent. They have the potahtd
create wealth and jobs through the generation aadfi
intellectual property. Creative industries can il
music, performing arts, film, television, radio,
advertising, games and interactive content, wrjting
publishing, architecture, design, and visual arte
Ministry for the Arts administers policies and pragns 6
to develop creative industries and encourage theral
sector's engagement in the digital environment.

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesu
for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that
we should walk in them(Ephesians 2:10)

Indigenous arts, languages and repatriation the
Ministry for the Arts administers Australian
Government funding that supports Indigenous
languages, visual arts and culture.. Please pedyttib
Government continues to fund this Indigenous Art,
asking God to provide everything to keep the hgeitaf
Indigenous people of the land.

2 Cultural diversity - Australia is a party to the “For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD

UNESCO Convention that covers cultural diversity.
International cultural collaboration provides the
opportunity for Australia to take its unique culilr
diversity to the world, and also gives local audies
and cultural practitioners access to a diversitgusfural 7
expressions and experiences. Please pray that God
protects this area from any corruption and all Art
cultures are respected and honoured.

“And he has filled him with the Spirit of God, wikill,
with intelligence, with knowledge, and with all
craftsmanship, to devise artistic designs, to worgold
and silver and bronze.(Exodus 35:31-32)

Film & television - Australia's iconic film and

television industry showcases the talents andigitgat 8
of our actors, writers, producers, directors anst-po
production workers. Australian film production is a
important contributor to the nation's cultural léed
continues to shape and develop Australia's national
identity. Please uphold all the people who workhis

area in your prayers

“Teach me, LORD, the way of your decrees, thaty ma
follow it to the end.”"(Psalm 119:33)

bestows favor and honor. No good thing does he
withhold from those who walk uprightly(Psalms
84:11)

Literature - excellence in literary works by Australian
authors warrants rewards, whether through literary
prizes or practical steps to ensure writers andighibg
houses can thrive. The Ministry for the Arts suppdine
literature sector's vitality and sustainabilityviarious
ways. Please pray for all Australian Authors, Wte
Publishers and everyone who has the gift of Literat
that the Lord himself inspire them and be the eeotr
their creativity. Read the Gospel in John chapter 1

Movable cultural heritage includes objects that people
create or collect and forms an important part of a
nation's identity. These objects are known as rlltu
property and can be artistic, technological, hisadror
natural in origin. There is increasing trade anchaxge
of cultural property between nations. This exchareye
enhance international appreciation of cultural diitg,
but it can also lead to the loss of significanteas$p of a

(continued next page)
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Daily Prayer Calendar for July - the Arts (...conti

nation's cultural heritage. Pray that this argaréserved
and honoured. Read Psalm 16 and meditate on it.

Music - millions of Australians enjoy listening to music
created by local artists and the international sssof
Australian musicians has made music one of ourtgsea
cultural exports. The Australian Government support
the development of Australia's contemporary music
industry through a number of initiatives. Pray for
everything and everyone involved in the above kisgp
in mind that some music is ungodly and we needdg p
hard to bring holiness in the Music domain in Aak#.
Read Psalm 21 and Meditate on it.

10 Performing Arts - The Australian Government
provides funding and support for Australia's viliran
performing arts sector. Arts training bodies
arts.gov.au/about/who-we-support/training-bodies
please pray for each entity. Performing arts tregni
organisations and institutions foster excellenat an
contribute to Australia's thriving creative economijie
Australian Government provides funding support to
these centres of excellence.

“The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the
world, and all who live in it;” (Psalm 24:1)

11 Regional and touring arts- Regional Artist
Development Fellowships are granted to five indiald
artists or arts workers and have a focus on prioieak
and creative development and supporting regioniaksr
to develop their professional practice, promotérthe
work nationally and internationally and deliver béts
to their local communities. Please pray for God'’s
guidance on these Fellowships and let Him be imgeha
of all funds given to these artists.

“For | am the LORD your God who takes hold of your
right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will help
you.” (Isaiah 41:13)

12 The Australia CouncilNational Regional Programs
support performing arts, music, exhibition touramy
arts events at festivals. These programs aim teigeo
access to the arts and increase audiences thraughou
Australia, with a particular focus on regional aethote
communities. Meditate on Psalm 23 asking God to
provide safety and assistance to the initiatives/ab

13 TheVisual Arts and Craft Strategy is a Cultural
Ministers Council initiative, delivered by the Aradian
Government in partnership with the states and
territories, to support a strong and dynamic visured
and craft sectoindigenous Visual Arts Industry

Support provides funding to Indigenous art centres and

allied industry organisations, with the objectife o
building a stronger Indigenous visual arts industitye
Indigenous Art Codeis an industry-led voluntary code
of conduct that guides ethical commerce and previde
greater certainty for consumers that the artwdnky t

Transforming Sydney & Prayer Strategy for the Sp

heres of Influence Newsletter - June 2015

nued)

buy come through ethical processes. Please pray for
these initiatives and discern the spirit behincheac
project — meditate on the Lord’s prayer.

14 TheAustralia Council for the Arts delivers a broad

program of strategic initiatives and partnershipsese
strategies are designed to enhance the profiladisfs,
develop markets and audiences, and facilitate
collaborations and cultural exchanges, nationaily a
internationally.

“For God's gifts and His call are irrevocable. (Hever
withdraws them when once they are given, and He doe
not change His mind about those to whom He gives Hi
grace or to whom He sends His call(Romans 11:29)

15 Australian Film Television and Radio School
committed to producing dynamic, flexible daring and
creative practitioners AFTRS is famous for its theion'
practical courses and stellar alumni. AFTRS is
Australia's national screen arts and broadcastoemal
is rated as one of the top Film School's in theldvoby
The Hollywood Reporter and is the only Australian
institution of any kind to make the list!

Educating for creativity specifically for the scnearts
and broadcast industry AFTRS is the only institutid

its kind in Australia AFTRS students work together
under the one roof with industry standard facitand
gear. Please pray and invite Jesus into everyoseiti
this school Let God’'s power move in and out and le
this place be transformed for God's glory. Amen.

Pray also for illustration of God's power

“There is no one who calls on Your name, Who arsuse
himself to take hold of You; For You have hidden Your
face from us And have delivered us into the powWweun
iniquities. But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We
are the clay, and You our potter, And all of us are the
work of Your hand. Do not be angry beyond meadre,
LORD, Nor remember iniquity forever, Behold, look

now, all of us are Your people(Tsaiah 64:7-9)

16 Bundanon Trust - supports arts practice and
engagement with the arts through its residency,
education, exhibition and performance programs. In
preserving the natural and cultural heritage o$itis
Bundanon promotes the value of landscape in oasliv
Seebundanon.com.auThis is an amazing trust please
uphold this project in your prayer and all the deop
involved with this it.

17 Creative Partnerships Australia - their role is to
increase business, philanthropic and social invesstrim
Australia’s arts, creative and cultural sectors.
Established in 2013 following the merger of Ausaal
Business Arts Foundation (AbaF) and Artsupport,
Creative Partnerships Australia changed the lapdsca
of arts funding, launching Australia’s first fediya

(continued next page)
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Daily Prayer Calendar for July - the Arts (...conti  nued)

funded matched funding program for the Arts, ambngs

his heart’s desire and have not withheld the retjoés

other funding and development programs. See
creativepartnershipsaustralia.org.au
Prayer: Psalm 91 for God’s protection

18 TheNational Archives of Australia can best be
described as the memory of our nation — colleciing
preserving Australian Government records that cefle
our history and identity. As well as preserving the
Australian history, the National Archives playseyk
role in helping to ensure the Australian Governnaart
its departments are effective and accountablego th
people. The archive consists of tens of milliongterhs,
and includes records about immigration, military
service, transport, Indigenous Australians, sciemk
the environment and more. Seaw.naa.gov.au
“Then Solomon said, ‘The LORD has said that He
would dwell in the thick cloud. | have surely biitiu a
lofty house, A place for Your dwelling forever.’efiithe
king faced about and blessed all the assemblyraéls
while all the assembly of Israel was standing.”

(1 Kings 8:12- 14)

Thank you Lord for people who invested time and
efforts to create this organisation, we ask thalltor
protect this place and bring true holiness intd litis is a
treasure for Australia. Please pray that the Nation
Archives of Australia is a place where God resiaed
our faith is kept alive.

19 TheNational Film and Sound Archive of Australiais
the nation’s living archive — collecting, presexyiand
sharing our rich audiovisual heritage. The national
collection holds more than 2.16 million works.

The NFSA aims to develop a collection that has
enduring cultural significance and is internatidyal
recognised as a centre of excellence in active
audiovisual preservation.

“God of creation, all-pow’rful, all-wise,

Lord of the universe, rich with surprise,

Maker, Sustainer, and Ruler of all,

We are your children - you hear when we call.
God of the ages, through time’s troubled years,
You are the one in whom hist’ry coheres,

Nations and empires your purpose fulfill, Moving in
freedom, yet working your will. Amen”

20 The National Gallery of Australia - the National
Gallery's collection of Australian art reflects itsique
national responsibility to present the story ofiaisart
in Australia. The collection includes works by stdi
from all Australian states and territories and by
Australian artists working overseas, as well askadry
artists living for a time in Australia, and the Wwaf
Indigenous artists from all regions and urban acéas
Australia. More info atvww.nga.gov.au
The king rejoices in your strength, Lord. How grisat
his joy in the victories you give! You have grartied

his lips. You came to greet him with rich blessiagd
placed a crown of pure gold on his head. He asked y
for life, and you gave it to him—length of days,deer
and ever. Through the victories you gave, his gisry
great,; you have bestowed on him splendor and majesty.

6 Surely you have granted him unending blessings an
made him glad with the joy of your presence.

(Psalm 21:1-6) Please pray that God will proteet th
National Gallery of Australia and raise up Chrigtia
Artists to provide and contribute their gifts t@th
Gallery's work and bring the word of God inside the
Gallery. Let Jesus be the author of this placeleind
your Holy Spirit lead and transform people’s livelso
work inside the gallery and also touch all the gals
visitors and Artists.

21 National Library of Australia - “We cannot

understand the present or plan for the future witioe
knowledge of the past.” Prime Minister Harold Holt,
Stone Ceremony March 1966 (www.nla.gov.au/about)
But | saywe don’t need to know what the future holds
but we know who holds the fututeet us pray for the
National Library of Australia.

We pray for everyone working in the National Likyrar
we pray for everyone who is doing research in the
Library, we pray for everyone who visit the Librawye
pray for the board, for all Admin for all resourca#
entrances, all connections, all media, all
communications, all agreements and policies and
everything to do with archives. We ask to expose i
from the National Library and bring the Truth olugt
the bible be the authorised book in the Nationbtéaiy.
“Whenever you pray, say, ‘Father, let your name be
sanctified.” (Luke 11:2 YJesus said to him: ‘I am the
way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. If you ask anything in my
name, | will do it.”” (John 14:6)This is the confidence
that we have toward him, that, no matter what thist
we ask according to his will, he hears ugl’John 5:14)

22 National Museum of Australia - the National Museum

is a social history museum, exploring the landiamat
and people of Australia. The focus is on Indigenous
histories and cultures, histories of Europeaneseght
and our interaction with the environment.

Let us meditate on Acts 17:25-27

“Nor is He served by human hands, as though He
needed anything, since He Himself gives to all feop
life and breath and all things, and He made from one
man every nation of mankind to live on all the fate
the earth, having determined their appointed tirzied
the boundaries of their habitation, that they wosigbk
God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and finchH
though He is not far from each one of us; ...”"

All history is in the hands of God alone and Héhis

(continued next page)
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one who knows the past, the present and the future.

“You alone are the LORD You have made the heavens,

The heaven of heavens with all their host, Thehemnt
all that is on it, The seas and all that is in th&ou give
life to all of them And the heavenly host bows down
before You."(Nehemiah 9:6)'For My hand made all
these things, Thus all these things came into being
declares the LORD ‘But to this one | will look, Rion
who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who tréesb
at My word.” (Isaiah 66:2YWorthy are You, our Lord
and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for
You created all things, and because of Your wilth
existed, and were created(Revelation 4:11)

23 Prayer for Artists across Australia:
Bless the creators, O God of creation, who by their
gifts make the world a more joyful and beautiful
realm.
Through their labors they teach us to see more
clearly the truth around us.
In their inspiration they call forth wonder and awe
in our own living.
In their hope and vision they remind us that life is
holy.
Bless all who create in your image,
O God of creation.
Pour your Spirit upon them that their hearts may
sing and their works be fulfilling.
Amen.

24 Prayer for the Minister of Arts - Senator the Hon
George Brandis QC (appointed 16 September 2013)
Lord, Grant this man your wisdom to walk in
Holiness and accept your will in his life, his work
and his ministry duties and portfolio, assist him with
your daily protection and grace. Give him your
revelation to rely on you in every decision he
makes with his stuff members and fellow
colleagues. We ask this in Jesus name. Amen
Scriptures:

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us with every spirituas$ileg

in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chasi
Him before the foundation of the world, that we ldou
be holy and blameless before Him. In love He
predestined us to adoption as sons through JestistCh
to Himself, according to the kind intention of His

will.” (Ephesians 1:3-5)

25 Pray against Evil that has entered into the Arts
“Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that
put darkness for light, and light for darkness,; That put
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter{lsa 5:29).

26 From the Lausanne Movement focus on The Arts -
“Truth and the arts in mission”
(atconversation.lausanne.org/en/home/the-arts
“We possess the gift of creativity because we Hear
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image of God. Art in its many forms is an integratt

of what we do as humans and can reflect sometHing o
the beauty and truth of God. Artists at their barst
truth-tellers and so the arts constitute one imanott
way in which we can speak the truth of the gospel.
Drama, dance, story, music and visual image can be
expressions both of the reality of our brokennass, of
the hope that is centred in the gospel that ahgsiwill
be made new. In the world of mission, the artsaare
untapped resource. We actively encourage greater
Christian involvement in the arts.”

Do a little research and find some local Chrisats
movements and/or organisations close to you - déslic
a day of prayer for them.

27 Reclaiming God's Power over the Domain of Arts
“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against thkers
of the darkness of this age, against spiritual fast
wickedness in the heavenly placeEphesians 6:12)

28 Destroying Satan’s Strongholds in the Arts
“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but
mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting
down arguments and every high thing that exaltdfits
against the knowledge of God, bringing every though
into captivity to the obedience of Christ, and lgein
ready to punish all disobedience when your obediésc
fulfilled” (2 Cor 10:4-6)

29 Defeating Satan and his cohorts in the Arts
Read Psalm 94 and Meditate on it

30 Jesus is glorified in the Domain of Arts Hallelujah!
“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the rigbtes for
the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to
death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.”

(1 Peter 3:18)

31 DeclareThe Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of
heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord:
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary:

Suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead
and buried: He descended into hell:

The third day he rose again from the dead:

He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand
of God the Father Almighty:

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead:

| believe in the Holy Ghost:

| believe in the holy catholic church: the communion
of saints:

The forgiveness of sins:

The resurrection of the body:

And the life everlasting. Amen.
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Praying for the Persecuted Church @3 VoiceMartyrs

“And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, ab® for yourselves thi ;
day whom you will serve, whether the gods whichi fathers served tha
were on the other side of the River, or the godb@fAmorites, in whose
land you dwell. But as for me and my house, weseilve the Lord.”

Joshua 24:15

Read more and how you can helpvatw.vom.com.au

PAKISTAN: Legislation Proposed to Curb Abuse

of Blasphemy Laws

Pakistan is set to introduce new legislation tddhe misuse of the
country’s notorious blasphemy laws. Human rightsesters have ;
documented the widespread abuse of Pakistan’s He#asp laws, L

which are often used to settle personal scoresyiredie rivals, or
persecute religious minorities. 2015 ANNUAL Bihlﬂ@ APPEAL

Source: International Christian Concern

v Praise God that Pakistan's government is takindjristesteps towards necessary reform.

v Pray that the new legislation will be approved andlemented to curb the misuse of the blasphemy laviPakistan.
v Pray for four Christians who are on death row feing found guilty of blasphemy.

MEXICO: Death Threats against Christians

A group of Christians in Hidalgo State, Mexico, weallegedly issued death threats in late April bipaal government
representative.

Sources: International Christian Concern

—One of the most desperate ories from the persecuted chunch oday is...—

v Ask God to strengthen the believers in Chichiltepec village; may they continue to stand firm in faith despite these
threats.

v Pray that God will give the Christians discernmeamd grace as they talk with officials about perteou

v Pray that the example of the Christians will le#ltees to listen when they preach God's Word.

Egypt: Christian Prisoner Endures Brutality

It has recently been reported that Bishoy ArmialBos (formerly known as Mohammed Hegazy) is nowueimg)

an overextended prison sentence with frequent lissau
Sources: Release International

v May the Spirit of God dwell richly in Bishoy, givinhim great peace and hope throughout this bra@lhaimiliating
ordeal, knowing that "to be carnally minded is teaut to be spiritually minded is life and pea@@bmans 8:6).

v Pray the jailers will see the light of Christ insBoy and, as a result, be responsive to God'saitiovit for salvation.

v Pray for the success of Bishoy's lawyer, Karanheasontends in the courts on behalf of this yowtlydr's release.
Iraq: Christian Outreach to Displaced Kurds

A VOM-supported team of Christian workers is pronglassistance to Kurds from Yezidi and Shabak ¢packnds

who were forced to flee their homes due to violesmoé threats from Islamic extremists.
Sources: Voice of the Martyrs USA

v Ask the Lord to pour out His Spirit on the YezididaShabak people so they may come to understar@dbkpel and
to love and serve the Lord.

v Pray that through the VOM contacts and other oatreministries all those who have been displacetbeilcared for.
v Pray the Lord will bring an end to the violent meigf Islamic State.
Uzbekistan: No Religion Without Permission

Uzbekistan has enacted a Prevention Law aimedegepting all practise of religion without state mpéssion.
Sources: Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin

v Pray the Lord will minister and bring healing tord@liyev, Kuzebayeva and others who have been djratfiécted by
the actions of the government.

v Pray the Lord will give Uzbekistan's Christianspeadally pastors and evangelists, great wisdomheag seek to
navigate the increasingly hostile and difficult Eamment.

v Pray for church unity so that believers will belesking to each other through testing times.
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