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Prayer Calendar 2015

See the daily prayer points on the 2015 Prayerrm@ale-www.transformingsydney.org/TSPrayerCalendar.html
Note also on pages 36 and 37 Baily Prayer Calendar for September to pray for thesphere of Charity and
Not for Profit Welfare .

(In the July newsletter is a Daily Prayer Calendar August to pray for Education - see afmayerstrategy.orjy

Marriage Week

Don't forget Marriage Week Australia; 13-19 September 2015. Go moarriageweek.org.aufor details
and suggestions on how you and your church carcipete.
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From the Convenor

Dear pastors, church leaders, brothers and sisters,

We are receiving a huge amount of emails everytdaygn petitions or forward particular emails tor metwork. It
is becoming a mess and unhelpful.

We through Transforming Sydney respect the rolelefgy so we have decided to encourage peoplelltiwfdhe
instructions of their pastors, bishops and archdgstand do what their churches recommend to do.

We respect the role of the elders and we contintate good relationship with the church in Augtral
Also please continue to pray for our nation.

As you are aware a private members bill to legatiame sex
marriage is being debated in Federal Parliamentegponse to
this we are calling all priests, pastors, prayadégs, intercessors
to come together in Unity to pray asking God topstioee SSM
Bill. If you are outside Australia join us in thei8t to pray for
our Nation’s Destiny.

Where does Pope Francis stand on same-sex? Resacefirt
http://irishcatholic.ie/article/same-sex-marriage-etbate-5

...the state is not discriminating When it requiréhere to be a man and a woman for a marriagereont

“|t merely recognises a natural reality... A marriagmade up of man and woman) is not the same as the
union of two people of the same sex. To distingigistot to discriminate but to respect differenceét.a
time when we place emphasis on the richness ofaldor and social and cultural diversity, it is a
contradiction to minimise fundamental human diffies. A father is not the same as a mother. Weotann
teach future generations that preparing yourself ftanning a family based on the stable relatiopshi
between a man and a woman is the same as livitganperson of the same sex.”

God bless

Lilian Schmid

www.prayerstrategy.org www.businesswomenhealingmistry.org www.transformingsydney.org

From the Editor

People may be born into rich or poor circumstanaes, swap these several times during the yearsedf life as
challenges and opportunities change their ‘forturigsople in countries like Lebanon and Syria diréoa aware of
this: you may have a successful job or businegseat house and life, and then within 24 hoursyghigrg is rubble
and you are desperately seeking a way for youss®lfyour remaining family to survive with little meothan the
clothes on your back.

But, there is one thing that can’t be stolen otrdged by circumstancegour Education.

Watching a recent documentary about the largegiocation in history the East India Company; how it grew from
a small but enthusiastic trading station, bloatet ia demi-government with it's own army, and trdaclined
through corruption and greed, but it left behindafbte legacy. Despite the loss of so many humaes lraused
directly or indirectly through it's actions, the @pany educated many Indians in English and Eurograwledge.
This legacy has positioned one of the largest natend economies on Earth so that it is competimdidently on
the world stage. This is thanks in great part & #bility of most Indians to speak English.

‘Knowledge is poweras the saying goes, and with knowledge and péatigithe will and ability to learn, you can
re-establish a life wherever you go and with whetewou have. Australia was and is being built bypde with this.

Who's Flying the Plane?

Many want to be a part of the cabin crew in Godrplane. It occurred to me earlier this month ttiet cockpit is
already full with the Father, Son and Holy Spgit,.. what's our role? Then | realised - it's toveethe needs of the
passengers.

Of course we are privileged to consult with the @apat any time, and to introduce passengersitd Hi

Grace,
Bjorn Schmid
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Transforming Education

to allow each person to achieve their God given pot  ential
By Martin Allan

Have you ever reflected on your own experience hef tfinished and | never began the step ladder.
education you received as a child and found it imgftNot

. O I’'m sure that many of you had similar experienagsnine
necessarily in all areas but certainly in some.

where you excelled at subjects you had an intenesk
Particularly if, like me, you had the conventiotedcher and aptitude in and struggled in others because batinterest
classroom approach which has been common plackein &aind aptitude were lacking. We all have naturakdifiit they
west for several centuries. | certainly have andlsvdH are as varied amongst us in numerous ways. Cergdinmal
finished my formal education nearly 30 years agthvé gifts such as athletic or musical ability are ofteurtured
University degree in Accounting | believe the psge@and and encouraged in a child. If each child who showtgbr
outcomes could be greatly improved. natural abilities were nurtured as well how differevould
Certainly how good an education one receives do?gr lives be as.adults. ! r_emember one (.)f my plynmh_ool
undoubtedly depend on how much it is valued withach riends who enjoyed pulling apart electrical andchtmlcal'
toys and put them back together. He became an esgin

family and the socio-economic background that arefind H thi t d tured by iteos]
themselves in which is outside the child’'s contkbhilst it owever this wasn' encouraged or nurtured by s
but his parents certainly did.

may be highly valued by a family the affordabiliactor can
impose limitations on how far one goes academically If we read Psalm 139 in full to understand the erhive
count myself to be one of the more fortunate haviag realise like David how the Lord knows us each imdimally
parents who valued education and and intimately and we are incapable of

sacrificed so that each of their children If we all were escaping from Him. Whilst we can all

attended a private high school in Sydney.

received was to be well rounded
academically  and to encourage
participation in various extra-curricular

predominantly one size fits all approach
where the extra-curricular activities can

have.

functioning in our
The main goal of the education that | gifts both natural and
spiritual under the
Lord as the head as
activities such as school plays and sport described by Paul in
amongst others. At the same time this is 31 Corinthians 12 how
different would our
allow a student to explore an interest they ~neighbourhoods,

towns, cities and

acknowledge that the human body is an
intricate and complicated work of art
there is more to us than that. Our soul and
spirit makes us who we are. We aren't
made in a factory where everyone comes
out of the same mould.

Clearly this is reflected in Jeremiah 18
when Jeremiah was told to go to the
potter's house and observe him. The
context is in terms of Israel and her
obedience to the Lord and His
Sovereignty. However He also moulds us

I remember one of my school reports nations bel!
when | was in Year 7. My school had us

do 2 years in early high school of French and LatiThe first point in the Bible were the Holy Spirih@nts
Commerce and Geography, Art and Woodwork. Mathspmeone with understanding is when the tabernaes w
English, History and Science were compulsory. lllyea built in Exodus 35:30-34. This passage deals vhi¢hdalling
enjoyed the foreign languages and Commerce. | did Bezalel and Aholiab who were anointed to butlcamd
reasonably well in most subjects apart from Woodwotteach others too.

Wh'ch in those 2 years | only passed once in 6 seamd The Lord does call some very young as we recall uggm
then just barely. David, Jeremiah and Mary. Moses was saved earlyhisut
The comments on my report was that | could improve destiny took a long time to play out. How great Vol be

Woodwork. | knew that wouldn’t happen because | had to know the truth in Jeremiah 39:11 at a young @&y not

aptitude for the subject as well as little interest in middle age!

for His purposes.

There were 4 projects in Woodwork to complete iosth2 | think if we had that understanding the problem of
years. A bowl, a jewellery box, a cheeseboard arsiep unemployment would be greatly diminished. If weadire
ladder. | only completed the cheeseboard and it whmctioning in our gifts both natural and spirituaider the
probably the lightest in the class because | olangul the Lord as the head as described by Paul in 1 Coanghil2
wood. The bowl was thrown out after | chisellecbtigh too how different would our neighbourhoods, towns,esitand
far twice. When | did it the first time my teachglued nations be!

another piece of wood together but | repeated tdraes
mistake. If he had continued to glue more woodobpbly
would have made a jug instead. The jewellery bewen got

This is merely a starting point to create a forunjdin in
bringing your ideas that also have the goal ofdi@ming
education so that everybody fulfils their God giyetential.

Martin Allan is a degree qualified accountant whassiworked in small business bookkeeping for overdecades.
He has a particular interest in integrating innomat across a number of fields.
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In my recent trip to Uganda, in the midst of exteemdisengaging from its Christian roots and plungintpi
poverty, | encountered a virulent vision for thehe “brave new world” of humanism and secular post
transformation of the Ugandan community and nationodernism, embracing an identity as a “multicultura

through the work of Christian schooling.

community that is inclusive of all faiths and cuéia and

) ] o ) holding no common cultural foundation except our
The people expressing this optimistic passion fQLinnally and pragmatically derived “core demoicrat

transformation were leaders and teachers in |I%

WRlues”. Our fear was that, left to continue dothis

Christian village schools with buildings made Of)ath
saplings, dirt floors and grass roofs, often wittiel or ’
no equipment or books, and working with 40 - 5Qedi

the Australian community would corrupt its
cultural heart and lose the social, cultural, ecoico
political and jurisprudential wholesomeness thats wa

grade students per class (many of the students WgEge|oping in Australia out of dozens of generatiof

orphans or their parents had no family income).esgh
inspiring people were passionately

articulating that they would transform ... the passion, vision
their corruption and poverty-stricken gnd courage of these

nation by educating the next current dav pioneer
generation of young people in God's u ) y p_' _
African Christian

ways. It seemed that they could see
past their difficult (some would say educators is
reminiscent of the

impossible!)  circumstances and
dream with conviction of a nation that ..

Christian schools
movement that

in time could become economically

capable and prosperous, its people

living in peace and security, its health burgeoned in the
care, aged care, and disease control:|_980,S in Australia
equal to the western world, and its
justice and political systems effective
and free of corruption.

having a clear and
urgent sense of the

The reason for this passionate Ijle.ed to develop
optimism is their unwavering Christian schools that

confidence in the power of the gospel would address the

to 'transfo‘r‘m life, community and increasingly evident
nation — “If we teach our young

people to understand the ways of de_C_“ne of the moral,
God's Kingdom and live by them, spiritual and cultural
they will transform our nation in their condition of the

generation! Australian nation.
For me, the passion, vision and

courage of these current day pioneer African Christ
educators is reminiscent of the Christian schoojs,
movement that burgeoned in the 1980’s in Australia.

our Judeo-Christian heritage.

The Christian schooling pioneers of
the 1980's, sometimes suffering the
misunderstanding and opposition of
the  broader community and

governments, sought to reverse the
cultural decline and transform our

nation by educating the next

generation in a way that helps them
to understand life and community in

the context of a biblical Christian

worldview. Our hope was that, as
well educated and committed

Christian young people, they would

bring the grace and wisdom of God to
transform the communities of

tomorrow.

Fast-forward 30 years to 2015 ...and
this wave of Christian schools has
become numerous and, as an
emerging sector, it is now well
established as a significant
contributor to Australian education.
This, and the success of thousands of
Christian  school graduates, is
something of a success story. And

there have been many positive benefits to peoplelan
community from some key positive features of most
ristian schools:

Over a decade, hundreds of new Christian schoote we 1. They are almost always staffed entirely by

developed all over our nation “out of nothing” by
radical, passionate, visionary, sacrificial Austal
Christian school pioneers.

practicing Christians who want to express their
faith through their teaching and school culture.

2. Because of this, Christian schools are usually

I remember these church and school leaders (I was o
of them!) having a clear and urgent sense of tlesl e
develop Christian schools that would address the
increasingly evident decline of the moral, spiritaad
cultural condition of the Australian nation.  Our
perception was that Australian public life was

places of care and nurture for young people, with
a high level of capability for giving students a

positive and well-disciplined environment for

growth and learning.

(continued next page)
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Is Australian Christian Schooling still transformat
maybe partly because of it), | think many

Christian schools are showing the effects of subtly
and slowly losing the battle with the culture-

changing effects of wealth, generational change,
and the crisis of confidence in the authority of
scriptures. Let me explain:

3. The school programs and curriculum are
favourable to the expression of Christian truth
through their curriculum and programs.

4. Increasingly, Christian schools have achieveti hi
standards in academics and in the development of
wholesome arts and culture programs.

However, as good as all this might be, | am coresgrn
that many Christian schools may be falling shontvbht
we believe God called us to do in this nation.

| feel that this may sound a bit pedantic, but | rou
believe that the vision God gave us
for Christian schooling in Australia

a.

... many Christian

was only about high standards, Schools no longer
nurturing environments and place the

eres of Influence Newsletter - August 2015

ive (...continued)

Compared to our struggling beginnings, most
Christian schools have become relatively well
resourced, well-staffed, and enjoying great
facilities. Much of this provision has come
from government support accompanied by
increasing compliance requirements.
It is now much easier to be less
radical and flow with mainstream
schooling values, resources, and

wholesome school culture. | think - practices. It is still eminently
God also called us to purposefully tranSforr_natlon of the possible in this context to develop
and systematically educate studentsCOMMunity at the core school culture and curriculum that is

with a clearly focussed biblical of their mission and
Christian worldview and character vision. Itis more

that will equip them to transform our
communities and nation.

distinctively Christian and even
transformative, but to do so requires
strenuous intentional and mission-

common ... to have the driven “across the flow” effort by

view that our role is to boards and school leaders. It seems

| believe that the?re“a fevy factors’,that bring Christian grace to me that noF many boards gn.d

have caused this “mission drift” in ) leaders are motivated that way — it is

some Christian schools: to bles_s and 'r!ﬂuence easy to become addicted to the

L1 think that Chrisi a pluralist multicultural approval of society, government, and

: Inkthat many Lhristian ' h di d soften the radical
community for good, the media an

schools no longer place the yiorg confrontation implicit in

transformation ~ of  the  but that we have no
community at the core of their  right to expect that

transformation! If my observations
are correct, we will see over the next

mission and vision. It is more Christ or Christianity 20 years a strong convergence of

common for many Christian
schools to have the view that

will have any more
our role is to bring Christian influence on our

many of the Christian schools with
the mission and culture of the
independent “elite” schools.

grace to bless and influence a pation’s values, laws

pluralist multicultural b. Over the 30 or so years of the
community for good, but that and culture tha}n does life of many Christian schools we

we have no right to expect that  1Slam, Buddhism or have seen generational change. Old
Christ or Christianity will have atheism founding board members and school

any more influence on our

nation’s values, laws and culture than does Islam,
Buddhism or atheism. So for many Christian
schools, their perceived role has subtly shifted
from transforming community to blessing it.
Please don’t get me wrong; blessing the
community with God’s grace and wholesomeness
is a very good thing. But | do propose that itsfal
short of preparing young people to transform our
community and nation so that it submits itself to
and is transformed by the Kingdom of God.

2. Along with this fundamental mission shift (and

leaders have moved aside for new
and younger ones. This, of course, is
absolutely necessary and should be a
refreshing and growing process. But my
observation is that in this generational
change, many schools have that way lost the
“vision carriers” and have failed to transmit
the “DNA” of their mission to the new
governors and leaders. | have worked with a
number of school communities whose key
stakeholders express bewilderment and grief
regarding this shift - “our school seems to

(continued next page)
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Is Australian Christian Schooling still transformat ive (...continued)

have lost its way in the important things Godl think that the governors and leaders of many <iam
called ustodo ...” schools who have shifted from a “transformation”
_ _ mission to a “quality education with Christian ldieg)”
c. Broadly speaking, it seems to me that muchission may well be very happy to be where they are
of the Christian church (and with it much ofang they should be congratulated and honouredHer t
Christian schooling) has drifted from theyooq work that they continue to do. Australia will

embrace of the authority of God's word for,nqoybtedly be a better place for what they conteib
living life right. The raging social debates

over the acceptability of homosexuality andHowever, some governors, leaders, staff, and paiant
“same-sex marriage” have exposed the lack ebme other Christian schools may read this articlé
confidence that many of today’'s Christiaragree that they feel some grief for the “missioift"dof
leaders have in the legitimacy of saying “Gotheir school, and some anxiety about not beingctife

clearly indicates in the in pursuing the transformation mission
scriptures that xxxx is right . that is in their “DNA”. | advise these
or wrong”. This partial My prayer |§ that, schools engage in a deliberate process
abandonment  of  the through Christian to refocus their core mission, evaluate
authority of scripture has Schools and the work of their performance with respect to the
led to an uncertainty or God’s people, we can, mission, and plan strategically for
ambivalence in the moral along with our Ugandan improvement.

teaching and leadership of  brethren, regain an

some Christian schools’ unwavering confidence

students, and a lack of i

robust Christian in the power Ofth? we can, along with our Ugandan

oresuppositions  in  the gospel to transform life, brethren, regain an unwavering

curriculum.  Without that. community and nation confidence in the power of the gospel
to transform life, community and

these schools have i .
absolutely no hope of building in thejrnation — If we teach our young people to underdtidre

students’ lives the understanding and valy¥@ys of God's Kingdom and live by them, they will
foundations that will equip them totransform our nation in their generation!”

confidently bring God’'s transforming Ray Tiller
influence to their community.

My prayer is that, through Christian
schools and the work of God’s people,

Equipping Christian Schools
So what should we do? www.equipping.com.au

Ray Tiller currently live in Melbourne. He is mead to Libby and they have a growing family g
5 children and 8 grandchildren.

Ray has been an educational leader in Australianosts since the 1970's, serving in bog
government and private schools in SA, NSW, Quemhsgiad Victoria. He has over 3 decades
experience in pioneering and leading Australian i€fien schools with the vision to educa
generations of young people to equip them to embeelyvisdom and grace of God to bring
transforming influence to their communities.

Ray is currently running a service called Equippi@gristian Schools which involves advising Christischool
boards and leaders, facilitating school strategievdlopment and restructuring, running training seans in
Christian curriculum development and leadershipg @eveloping professional learning programs forctezrs and
leaders in Christian schools.

Ray is the author of several publications for Christian educators including Rubber on the Road Christian Thinking;
the Creating a Consistently Christian Curriculum program,; the Avenues to Teaching Excellence professional
development series for teachers and leaders;, The Genius of Jesus in Leadership seminar/workshop series; the
Mission-VisionStrategy process for Christian boards and leaders; and assessment tools for Christian school
boards.

Further information and contact details:

Email: raytiller1950@bigpond.com Phone: 04Q85B&79

Website: www.equipping.com.au

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org
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Australia's Heritage

What does a person do when they see society
turn its back on God - forgetting the huge
dynamic impact of Christianity since the _ protect the freedom
settlement of Australia? Remind it, of course! i

In the face of such vicious opposition from anti-
Christian groups, many Christians and indeed
Australians are unaware of the significance of
the impact Christianity has had on Australian
culture and bought into the lie that “Australia isn’t a Christian nation”. Well we are.

In the last census the majority of Australians said they were Christian. Despite the strong push
from many sectors to diminish and taint the Christian reputation within our community, we are still
a huge (but often silent) force to be reckoned with. We've lost our voice and aren’t sure how to
answer those who provide some rather strange concepts at the best of times.

See the video at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pFFBY cugELw

This video was produced by a group of volunteers to address some of the myths and remind
Australians of who we really are — and to have the courage to address those who are
discriminating against Christians. Originally formed as a 3 minute “infomercial” for TV, it was
transferred to YouTube after one of the TV stations “lost” the original. It now awaits funding so it
can be shortened into a 30 second and 60 second version. Our vision is that we can transform
Australians from the grassroots by reminding this generation of how we got to where we
are. Let’s give credit where credit is due!

Please watch and distribute amongst your friends. This is a free resource for all Christian
organisations to use as they see fit.

Katie Morris

¥

thai we all enjoy ~ |

Broken Bay Bible Conference 18-19 September

This year's Conference will be held on Friday
Saturday 18-19 September at th€aroline
Chisholm Centre, Pennant Hills The topic is
“God in Narrative and Poetry: Genesis anc
Psalms, presented by Australian biblical schol:
and educators Fr Mark O’Brien op and Sr M
Reaburn nds, as well as a presentation by Bi
David Walker and participation by Bishop Pe
Comensoli.

This will also be an opportunity to celebrate tidght
Anniversary of Dei Verbum. The cost of t
Conference is $55, which includes lunch g
morning / afternoon tea. Day-rates are also avail: Genesis and Psalms
The brochure is attached to this email. For alhitie oy O]
and to register please visit the Event P
http://www.dbb.org.au/news/dsp-events.cfm?loadref=8&id=217
or go towww.dbb.org.auand look under the ‘Calendar of Events’ in ‘New&&ents’.

“These same books, then, give expression to g/lsatse of God, contain a store of sublime

teachings about God, sound wisdom about humandifd,a wonderful treasury of prayers
.. Christians should receive them with reveren@sef Verbum #15 on the Old Testament

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org
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The Coal Face of Education - Thomas Shadrach James

WORLD TEACHER'’S DAY and the Christian Connection

Another in the series of “and the Christian Conmact’

A most unlikely man was engaged in education ingady days of Australian schooling
Even more improbable is the fact that he said het Wwo teaching because ‘God spoke’
him.

Thomas Shadrach James was born into a Tamil sgedékeian family on the island of
Mauritius in 1859. He immigrated to Australia agaung man, after his mother died ar
his father remarried. His dream was to be a surgeohe started studying Medicine .
Melbourne University but became very ill with typticand had to stop his studies. F
recovered, but the typhoid left him with shaky ha@ehd he realised they would never

steady enough for him to operate. What was he gmirgp? His dream was crushed.

was a sad and disappointed young man, a strangestrange country. -

Thomas found himself at a Christian meeting attdrimleboth white and Aboriginal people. It was hield marquee
in a paddock near the beach. “God spoke to meaatribeting,” he told people and his life changedation.

It was also at that meeting that he met Janet aardeDMatthews. They ran an Aboriginal mission atldfja on the
Murray River. Thomas believed that God told himgm and teach these children at the Maloga missite.
Matthews were delighted to hear this news that Td®manted to join the mission, but they couldrfo®@f to pay a
teacher. That didn't deter Thomas! Knowing thawvés what God wanted for his life, Thomas said heach
without being paid.

He turned out to be a very successful teacher!dtlbished an education program attended by botrigibal and
non-Aboriginal children. The school flourished wilthomas leading it, and after two years, in 188@, NSW
Education Department officially appointed Jamethassalaried head teacher of the Maloga school.

The children and the community looked up to Thomad he was very popular. When he married a YortgaYo
woman from the mission he became accepted everlaftdhe Aboriginal people as one of them. As atstamding
educator, Thomas was concerned for the commundyf@nall aspects of his pupils’ lives, includinggtr spiritual
and moral education. Thomas advocated strongledorality for all people: he petitioned the governtir full
education for all children at a time when Aboridiokaildren were second class citizens in their @antry.

Thomas inspired his students. Many of them cauighp#ssion for fairness and he taught and guideah o achieve
justice and equality for Aboriginal people. Willia@ooper, the instigator of what is now called NAIDQVEEK,
was a pupil of his. So was Sir Douglas Nicholls #hboriginal activist who later became the firstohiginal
governor of South Australia. His own son, Shadidares trained as a teacher and became his fadlssistant.

Thomas was known and loved as 'Grandfather Jamegf'ong role model and an outstanding educator tednght
people far more than the school curriculum.

How prepared are you to listen to the voice of @ad obey? Do you want to live an inspirationaldif&re you
willing to obey the word of God? You just never knahat God could do through you when you obey Geodiing
on your life.

How prepared are you to listen to the voice of Go] to obey? God does have a plan for your I ighfulfilling
and worthwhile to society — are you willing to fmi¥ His leading?

Graham McDonald
Executive Officer

The DIDUNO Network
diduno.info

“Australia’s Christian heritage has not been forggt. It has never been known.”
Dr. Stuart Piggin, Associate Professor & Directoentre for the History of Christian Thought ancEsience.
Macquarie University. Australia

Biography
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/james-thomas-shadreh-10610
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You're On My List!
One Instructor’s Experience of Prayer

Sitting here this morning enjoying my cup of coffaed loving this wonderful summer break from schaoy
thoughts turned to how God could use me this corsatgpol year.

As an educator for 30 years, | think back to mgtfiyears as a public grade school teacher, andvmwalways
prayed before eating lunch. My, how things havangied! Obviously, this is no longer allowed. Yehalve been
blessed to continue to minister to my studentdtieroways.

Now, as a college art professor at a communityegell my calling from God has not changed. Teachis
allowed me to use my gifts and talents in many wayly desire is to be an encourager, and pray mgestts will
see Jesus through me. | believe that praying fostodents is one way to do exactly that.

With each semester we have our list of student®&oh class. Most of my students are new to me,| &mow
nothing about them. Since putting something tadtilfront of me helps me to stay focused, | weideh name on an
index card, and through the week my goal is toddth student up in prayer. Sometimes a needsdfiae¢ I'm
aware of and sometimes not. | search througtsthiptures finding ones that apply to certain siores. Before
classes begin each semester | also go throughasgrolom and stop at each desk and pray for therggithat will
be sitting there during the day.

It lays heavy on my heart to think how many youngglents that | interact with on |t [2ys heavy on my
campus have no one to pray for them. Many coneass each day with struggles: a  heart to think how
single mom balancing a job, children and schoglpang man coming into my 8 many young students
o'clock class after working a job all night, a st struggling with an addiction, or that | interact with on
another trying to find their way, wondering why yheven bother to come to class. campus have no one
As the semester progresses, relationships growmemy feel comfortable enough to to pray for them
share what'’s on their heart. | then have the dppday to pray specifically for them.

One story is of a young nursing student who shahedwas always so stressed over testing that shikel Wwecome
physically ill. She knew the material, but couldoalm herself enough to put the information on &eams. We
discussed this quite a few times and knowing thatwgas a Christian, | asked her if she would lik@ray together
before her next exam. We did, and after that we seeeral times during the semester before her @kems on
campus. Truthfully, it was me who received thesbieg.

As | finish this morning cup of coffee and conteaiplthis new semester about to begin, | pray tloat @ll refresh
my vision and allow me through prayer to uplift $ecstudents He has entrusted to me this comingkghar. It is
not by chance that our paths cross. | am remindé&blossians 3:17 that in whatever | do whetherdaar deed, |
should give thanks for all things in the name ofd_desus Christ. (Paraphrased)

Ann Boland

—— E i ’—
- g SAVE THE DATE % GLOBAL FORUM

GLOBAL FORUM for o WORLD WITHOUT ORPHANS
FOR A WORLD WITHOUT ORPHANS

v G\ i
FEB 11-14, 2016
CHIANG MAI, THAILAND

For more information and to fill out the application to attend please visit www.wwoforum.org
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Honouring Marriage

In the article “The Importance of Marriagesge the July edition of this newsletter { Edvas said that the
Church was the “Training or Equipping Centre”. Efhas 4.11 says “..for the training of the saintthie
work of ministry to build up the body of ChristHCSB) or “is to equip God's people to do his wankl a
build up the Church, the body of Christ.” (NLT). tMn marriage both husband and wife are in ministry
their marriage, likewise where there are childgarent(s) are in ministry. Outside of the home wear
our ‘status’, we are all in ministry - to build tipe body of Christ, and in mission - to be thaltion the
world.

It is suggested that the ministry to marriage ed$dpeyond running Marriage or Marriage Preparation
programs and should become an integral part afitlacof the Church. We need to seek to turn famities
God-prescribed patterns (Ephesians 5:22 -6.4 andemomy 6:4-9).

It was a blessing recently to be in the presen@grindmother telling of her greatest joy — tellgtories
from scripture and speaking out scripture to hédodn and grandchildren sitting around her, she wa
‘glowing’ as she spoke. We need more mothers aaddynothers like that and more so fathers and
grandfathers! But we in the Church leadership riedze able educate the body of the Church as to the
responsibilities to each other and to their farsiligll are clearly laid out for us in the Bible @ some
have called it “The Makers Manual”. The troublé¢hat in some families the Bible seems to be treated
lightly like some other manuals are eg how muate&ly read in a the manual provided with say a new
television or car!

Many who are in employment will have a written pdscription which describes their job and funciion
detail. Often performance is judged against thiee jbb descriptions for husbands and wives ardespel
out for us in Ephesians 5 22-30 and what a chadlédagmen “...and gave Himself for her to make her
holy, cleansing her with the washing of water by word. He did this to present the church to Hirnisel
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or anything litket, but holy and blameless” (Eph. 25-27). Thereh
are the wonderful verses (32-33) which close E@mssb “This mystery is profound, but | am talking
about Christ and the church. To sum up, each ogewfs to love his wife as himself, and the wgdo
respect her husband.”

As with employment the body of the Church needsherjob training to undertake their individual and
team roles. The Church is there to provide thigré&lare great potential rewards for a Church tbktiy

invests into teaching through all age groups whatriage is, and what it is not, and then equippamgll
stages of life within family.

Be part of Marriage Week and honour and celebrateiage within the Church family and the wider
community. Invite local officials - councillors,émmayor, local MP or Senator to a service celetgati
marriage or an event; seek out and honour longevity of marriage within the Church and wider community.

Promote to married couples the Great Aussie Date-NBaturday 19th September

Dennis & Ann Outred marriageweek.org.au

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org
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Prayer for Marriages
Dennis & Ann Outred, Marriage Week ~ Australi8;19 September 2015 - marriageweek.org.au

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

That society — the nation & it's government -ulb
understand that marriage has been the foundation pf
families & strong societies throughout the age &

should remain so.
17.

For the traditional marriages of members of the

Federal government.
18.

For the traditional marriages of members ofeSgat
Territory parliaments.

That the Christian church teaches & understands 1g
that the primary purpose of marriage is to model

God's love & to please God. 20

That the Christian church would work together to
ensure that those married couples in their churches
reflect the love of God, allowing God to use those
marriages as a means for telling others about His
love (a mission field).

For the traditional marriages of Christian cturc

leaders.
22.

That marriage enrichment programmes/courses/
events would be a regular feature of every church 23
ministry.

That there would be financial stewardship
programmes run in every church, which would

include a stream for married partners. 24

For the traditional marriages of those expeimmnc
financial hardship.

That husbands & wives would understand that the
were made to complement each other mentally &
physically in a way that no other relationship can

equal. 25

That marriage partners would be 100% concerned
about the wellbeing of their spouse first & be ligta
committed to each other — their marriages being a
place of openness, honesty, safety and trust.

That there would be a culture of respect batwee 26.
married partners & they would not dishonour one

another either in private or in public. 27.

That married partners would have an attitude of
gratitude, focussing on the positives in each other g
not the negatives.

That Christian marriage partners would pray
together for each other & their marriage every day,
as a priority.

29.

That the nation’s married couples (& everyadisele 3q
would repent & cleanse themselves of toleration of
sexual immorality, pornography & materialism, &
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switch off that ungodly entertainment.

For the traditional marriages of those in thers&
entertainment industries.

For the traditional marriages of those workim¢he
media.

That husbands & wives would each ‘draw a line’
that protects them when they are away from each
other, from having inappropriate relationships.

. For the traditional marriages of members of the

Defence Force.

For the traditional marriages of those workimg
NGO's.

21. That the young & yet to be marrieds in churches

would be taught about the sacrament of marriage
and, by both word & deed, that their gender is a
precious God given gift & sexual purity is
important.

For the traditional marriages of those engagéde
field of education.

. That no unwholesome talk comes from the husband

or the wife, but only what is helpful for building
each other & any children up, rather than tearing
them down.

Lord, help married partners to remember wheg th
first met and the strong love that grew between
them. To work that love into practical things so
nothing can divide them. May they have hearts
always ready to ask forgiveness as well as to
forgive. Amen. — author unknown.

For marriages in crisis - for hearts to beeswdd,
for healing and restoration - the rekindling of
romance and renewing of relationship. May they
know that ‘to love’ is a choice, & daily commit to
making that choice to love their spouse.

For protection & wisdom for all in an abusive
marriage relationship.

For the traditional marriages of those engaged
maintaining law & order.

. That married partners would have fun together

often.

That married couples would put each other, fansy
children next, their work next, then finally
everything else.

For the traditional marriages of those in
employment — bosses & employees.

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org
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TESOL — a growing church ministry

by Julie Belding

Windsor Park Baptist Church, in Mairangi Bay, Aukdl, is New Zealand’s largest Baptist church. Wath
attendance of almost 1000 across four Sunday ssrvand 200 children in Sunday school, it attreembers from
a wide area of Auckland’s North Shore.

Demographics Challenge

But Windsor Park is not the church it was a decage. Once a solidly white middle class church i af
Auckland’s most affluent neighbourhoods, its derapgics are changing, thanks to an influx of Asramigrants to
the North Shore. Our members, like our missionegtias, are new and different.

While for many years New Zealand has accepted anarguota of refugees from troubled countries adothe
world, almost all immigrants to New Zealand normalame from Commonwealth countries, where Englisis w
already spoken. When New Zealand relaxed its gningnmigration laws in the late 1980s, Aucklangarticular
began to receive more and more people from Asia wduoted to begin new lives here. In 1991 the Newalated
government introduced a new “points” system forfggsional and business migrants, which meant pemgléd
immigrate here from just about any country if thed enough “points.” These were based on particakir sets
(especially skills of which New Zealand had a shge), job offers, work experience, educational ifjoations and
age (being under 30 was a plus.) Whereas formeriyirimum standard of English was a prerequisite for
immigration, many Asian immigrants were now granpedmanent residency on the basis of other coraides.
And so many began to arrive from China and Korea fdd plenty of money and education but little @fEmglish.

Chinese began to immigrate to New Zealand in lamgmbers from the early 1990s. Most were businesplpe
investors and professionals, particularly from Tamvand Hong Kong. Then from the late 1990s largabaus of
skilled migrants began to arrive from mainland @hiBy 2013 there were about 171,000 people of Gkiescent
in New Zealand, and Chinese now comprise aboutgetsent of our total population of 4.1 million.

It is a similar story with Koreans. In 1986 thereres only 426 Koreans in New Zealand. Within fouangethe
number had quadrupled to 2,657 individuals. By 2QaBty thousand Korean people were living in Néealand.
This makes them our fastest growing population gr@nd they are now the third largest Asian poputain New
Zealand, after Chinese and Indian. About 73 peraktitese Korean immigrants have settled in thekkund region,
the vast majority of them on the North Shore.

English Conversation Classes

As a result of Asian immigration, the demand fomglsh teaching has grown, and many language schwole
sprung up in our major cities to meet this needSOE (Teaching English to Speakers of Other Langsiagea
growth industry in New Zealand, particularly in Alend where most new immigrants choose to settiel 80 it
seems God is leading our church into brand neweaniing mission opportunities.

About five years ago a British couple in our chuvath a heart for the Chinese people, Mike and Blaachard,

had the vision to begin a new ministry for immigsarThey began to hold a Tuesday morning conversalass to
give these learners, and others from differentieitiws, opportunities to practise their Englishodtl of the learners
were either Chinese or Korean, and most were female

The class soon grew so big that it had to be divideo an intermediate-level group and a beginngirsup. All of
the helpers, along with Sue and Mike, were volustegnd the class was fairly informal. Sue and Mike to give
up the work at the end of 2013 for health reasand, another fine Christian man, John, was brought ilead it.
John was popular but he was in his late severtiigswife had health issues, and before long he la@ldng for
someone to whom he could pass the baton.

| had always been interested in English (beingditoeby profession) and | had joined the internaggliclass as a
helper in May 2014. From the word go | loved itdalohn apparently saw in me the potential to hatward leader.

e So towards the end of that year he asked me ifulaviake over the class from the
beginning of 2015.

With some trepidation | said “yes,” aware of thepensibilities that would entail. |
knew the role would suit my personality and expesée but | felt the need to be
better qualified as an ESOL teacher. So in Oct@044 | signed up with English
Language Partners to do a three-day training co\fides brilliant nation-wide
organisation trains people to teach English to igmamts, one-on-one, in their
homes, and each person who completes their tramirgj commit to working with

(continued next page)
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TESOL — a growing church ministry (...continued)
a learner, 90 minutes a week, for a minimum ofnsonths.)

This short course pushed all the right buttonsnier and | was keen to learn more! Therefore in Nder 2014 |
embarked on an intensive, month-long course frorokRund University’'s English Language Academy, tadstfor
a Certificate in English Language Teaching to ASIQRELTA). It was exhausting, but | passed.

Thus | find myself today in charge of the Englisbn@ersation class at Windsor Park Baptist Churchh\sbme
helpful training under my belt I've tried to pupeofessional stamp on the ministry.

What We Do

Every Tuesday morning, from 10 am to noon, betwdgnand fifty-five immigrants now meet at our ctol for the

class. Thirty to thirty-five of these learners areéhe beginners’ group, which is led by Mandy, thieo woman from
the church. (These beginners are further dividénl seven small groups, each with a volunteer hehethey need
more individualised attention.) Mandy supplies plcopied teaching materials for all her learnersp wit around
small tables. They talk about simple things — idtrctions, parts of the body, shopping, going todbetor, and so
on.

The remaining 20 or so learners are in the interatedroup which | lead with the help of three ourf volunteers
For this group | prepare a new lesson each weeakfiigt 45 minutes have a traditional classroormat; in which |
teach from the front with the help of a power poie do some reading aloud, and revise some granirhan after
morning tea the class breaks into four small grpepsh led by a helper who tries to encourage s$on so they
can practise speaking English.

| try to give each lesson the fragrance of New @edl We have talked about the people who featurewn
banknotes -Sir Edmund Hillary, the mountaineer; Kate Sheppard, who brought New Zealand women the vote; Sir
Earnest Rutherford, the physicist whose work led to the splitting of the atom; and Sir Apirana Ngata, New Zealand’s
first Maori member of parliament. We've talked abdliri Te Kanawa, our world-famous soprano, and €ue
Elizabeth Il. We did lessons on Anzac Day, the meawof Easter, and Chinese New Year. We've disaiske
Maori people; immigrants in general, cricket, and conservation. Almost any subject that has a link to New Zealand is
open to us.

We introduce a few idioms each week — colloquigirsgs that all native English speakers would un@e but non
-English speakers wouldn’t. (To “beat around theyuto “have a green thumb,” to “pop the questi@tg.) | also
love to introduce our learners to “kiwiana,” aspeot our New Zealand culture such as kiwis and agblirees,
silver ferns and hokey pokey icecream, baches, mag@irls, jandals, Weetbix, Marmite and gumboots.

Every attender is asked to pay a donation of $2 Tavers the biscuits we have with morning tea pays for
other miscellaneous supplies such as sticky nabedaand white board markers. But we do make #&tspgpofit,
which we happily pass on to the church.

Each learner is put on a register (some are aldbawse to provide only a few details, so ouriraludes “Flower”
from Korea, and “Cindy” from China) and the volusmteeceptionist marks therg
off as they arrive. | felt it was important to keys record, to show, among othé
things, that each learner is valuable to us. b #dls us who comes regularly
who comes sporadically, and who has dropped out.néie have about 10(C
names on the roll, but only half of them come oy ginen Tuesday.

I love these learners! Are we leading them closelesus? | hope so, and | pr:
there will be opportunities to witness to them ¢jyien our small groups. We
always write a Bible Verse of the Week on the wioierd, and we regularly
promote a Bible Study in Simple English which idchen Wednesday morning:
for anyone who is interested. Some of our learrames Christians already
especially the Koreans. What a wonderful opporjututencourage them in thei
faith! -

Can You Do This?

If all this has inspired you and you're wonderifigrzou might begin a similar
group in your own church, may | encourage you tdagdt! It's hard work, and
you need to be flexible, as volunteer helpers cantego. Naturally we all need
break from time to time, which is why we hold clesnly during the schoo
terms. But it is so worthwhile! I'd love to encagie you and give you more tip
about starting such a ministry.

Feel free to contact me quliie@belding.co.nz
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God's Word as Absolute Truth

by Michael Mullen

The hope for an abundant life is realised throughs a teacher, the Education department expect me to
education Education, | believe, needs to be built on inpart ‘worldly’ knowledge (truth), through “the press
solid foundation; truth. But how do we discern theof facilitating learning, whereby knowledge, skills
truth? Does it alter in different cultures andalues, beliefs, and habits of a group of peoplke ar
socioeconomic groups? transferred to other people, through storytelling,
discussion, teaching, training, or research (Witlipe

For me, two types of truth exist; ‘worldly truth’, o
encouraging the pursuit of a life abundant in b;aautzms)' As a Christian, | am commanded to spread the

wealth, power and fame, and ‘the truth’ found indGo Gospel; my “true” Commission, the ‘real” truth. A very

Word in the Holy Bible. Most people would agreetttoa dﬁhc‘i;tglib%ﬁpﬁekn%'\\llvepeltih%nl ii%;ﬁfﬁggloxeggp
find the truth, you need to trust the source. Sk a y gion-. 9 ;

yourselves: can you trust the source if the soigcef relationship with God through Jesus is the foumaatf

the world’, people, just like you and me, whose hom all things.

nature, is sadly prone to faults, deception antiris? “Today not only in philosophy but in politics,
“But we are all like an unclean thing, and all ourgovernment, and individual morality, our generation
righteousness are as filthy rags, and we all defad a sees solutions in terms of synthesis and not atesolu
leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us When this happens, truth, as people have alwaygtito
away” (Isaiah 64:6). Not one is righteous, no not one! of truth, has died.”~ Francis Schaeffer

My truth, my God, has me finishing this article inThe Holy Bible says education has to do with tHe of
Melbourne while visiting my son, Jesse. He writed a the parent. The parent is the God-appointed leaddr
performs his own music, and | guess, is subconshjouteacher of a child. This should come as no surgose
o pursuing an abundant life builtanyone, including a non-Christian. The overwhelming
As Christians we on the ‘truth’ of the world. But task of raising a child is in the
believe that every  who am I to judge? He is actinghands of the parent&rathers,  The parent is the
word in the Bible out the ‘worldly truth’ as do not exasperate your God-appointed

is true; this is the modelled by me, his father, upchildren; instead, bring them leader and
foundation ... until four years ago. That isup in the training and teacher of a
: when I realised; Jesus was ‘the instruction of the . .
Kpowmg what the truth’. |1 no longer desire Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4). But child. This
Bible says _ak_)OUt acknowledgment for my two teach them what? Clearly, God should comelas
truth and hiding University degrees and years ohas a great deal to say about no surprise
God’'sword inour  hard work and dedication inthis. And before that question to anyone,
heart helps us to supporting the raising of myis answered, another must be including a
know when we three children. This was all dealt with: "What or who is the non-Christian
are listening to based on ‘worldly truth’. He most important thing or person

. won't read the Bible, but he canfor the child to know?" The answer is, "God is thest

the Voice of Truth see the difference in me. | thinkimportant person for a child to know." The goal of
| was a good father, but now | know | am a bettex.o  Christian parents is for their child to know God an

personal way and to know all about God. Nothingldou

As Christians, we believdruth is defined by one .
be more important.

source as “sincerity in action, character, and
utterance”. Perhaps the most famous verse about truthAs a teacher, however, | find maybe one in 30 sitgde
the Bible is what Jesus sdid. | am the way, and the who identify as a Christian (I am taking a risk eve
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Fatherepkc asking). Most parents are clearly not educatingr the
through me.”(John 14:6) So Jesus is truth and Jesusdkildren about God because they themselves were not
also the Word (John 1:1, 14). As Christians weelel educated about God. | spoke to a student fromubled

that every word in the Bible is true; this is the foundation home and she said she believed in God. Not thrbegh
upon which we live our lives. Knowing what the Ribl parents, but somehow, somewhere; how wonderful! I

says about truth and hiding God’s word in our heananted to give her a Bible and fellowship, but tisat
helps us to know when we are listening to the Vaite inappropriate in my position with the departmentt B
Truth. Jesus lives in me and | feel she could see itliewe |

| have been busy teaching recently at Gympie Higﬂ[las encouraging to her; my job at that point was done.

School, near the Sunshine Coast, Queensland. Ingve God says that the education of children and ycaith24

job, because I love my boss; the Creator of the Universe. (continued next page)
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God's Word as Absolute Truth (...continued)

-hour-a-day, 7-day-a-week process that must ta#teepl he should go, and when he is old he will not tuomf
from birth through maturity. Note the Deuteronomiyt.” Proverbs 22:6)!Heaven and earth will pass away,
passage below and the context. God is instructireg Hbut my words will never pass awayMétthew 24:35).
people how to live as they prepare to go into tHBeware lest any man spoil you through philosophg a
Promised Land. Critical to the life and health o H vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the
people is the teaching of the Word of God by paremt rudiments of the world, and not after
a daily basis in every situatiotkix these words of mine Christ” (Colossians 2:8fAnd be not conformed to this

in your hearts and minds, tie them as symbols on your world: but be transformed by the renewing of youmdn
hands and bind them on your foreheads. Teach tbhenthat ye may prove what is good, and acceptable, and
your children, talking about them when you sit ate perfect, will of God.”(Romans 12:2).

and when you walk along the road, when you lie do . .
and when you get up. Write them on the doorfranﬁeﬁ]e education of children and youth must be based

on God's Word as absolute truth.
your houses and on your gates, so that your dagisttzen
days of your children may be many in the land that Remember, Jesus lives in us by the power of the Hol
LORD swore to give your forefathers, as many as ti¥irit. We are his agents on the ground. So when yo
days that the heavens are above the ¢€arttsée a need for love, food, shelter, clothing, connfp
Deuteronomy 11:18-21 compassion, encouragement or education, just to

. Y l‘)
If, like me, you prefer to stick to the Proverbsafns Z?:jle'uthgg’it?Sk yourselves: What would Jesus do?
and New Testament as part of your daily meditations; I J '
have included just a few mor&rain a child in the way christaidministries@yahoo.com

Transforming Sydney — A city for Christ — One subur b at a time...
From C3 Church, Silverwater

It is late afternoon as our team wanders the streefuburn. The diverse demographic of this onalkm
suburb in the heart of western Sydney is spectaclleere is an Asian grocer next to a halal butcher
Korean bbq place next to a Salvos office, peopleaditional Sudanese attire and young men and wome
in high top sneakers. The essence of the multi alsno@al multi cultural heart of Sydney.

The team starts setting up the venue for the evening. Volunteers set abundant food on tables; street teams
hand out flyers about a free dinner, grocery hasmpad a message of hope. Families with childreathyo
the elderly, those have been isolated the wholekwesxent refugees, all come in. They are seeking
kindness, friendship and a sense of belonging psrhauring the evening, while sharing a meal and a
message of hope together, they share of theirdp$amilies left behind overseas, struggles witidifng
work, issues of integrating into the communityuess at school, broken relationships and loneliness.

C3 Cares has been established to reach out inteettyeheart of Sydney, to those who are lonely and
isolated, struggling with financial and relationssues, single mums struggling to bring up yourdgki
new migrants and refugees and others on the fiweageng for the love and compassion of Christ todo
them in a tangible and practical way. Teams of nt@ars and staff organise regular outreaches fat ettt
venues in the heart of communities in suburbs sagiSilverwater, Auburn, Merrylands, Parramatta,
Darlinghurst and Penrith. They serve hot mealdpdad by a message of hope in Christ and then spend
time interacting with those who visit. They buildlationships and follow up with prayer and pradtica
assistance such as free grocery hampers, freecdehselling and provision of clothing and home ware
etc.

Many of the regular visitors to the Care Centrevises would never enter a mainstream church seritice
would be too formal and too intimidating for theBut in the warm gentle and welcoming environment of
their local neighbourhood care centre, they are foeexpress themselves and feel part of an engioigra
and hopeful community. Several of our current videns first came to the care centres as visitomrsws

or just needing a warm meal and a friendly faceloto. To now see them serving others, growintghin
Word of God and being Jesus like ambassadors setimoneed is a testament of the transforming paiver
Christ in Sydney — one local suburb at a time...
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Hope Has Many Names - Gospel for Asia’s Bridge of H  ope

Before the second half of the 1980s rolled aronmast 5 5
evangelical Christians in Western countries terntdedew N , GOSPEL -FO-R AS [A
mission history in terms of only two great waves of . !‘: transforming communities through Christ's love
activity. The first wave broke over the New Testame =

world in the first century as the apostles obeymdGreat Commission. It swept through the Jewishpagan
communities of the Roman Empire, bringing the mgssHd salvation to the entire Mediterranean wamndgch of

southern Europe and even some parts of Asia.

The second wave was most often dated from Willisare€'s pioneer work in 18th-century India. It begafiood of
19th and 20th -century missions to the coloniethefgreat European powers. Although World War Itkad the
end of this colonial era, it still frequently defmithe image of missions for many Western Christian

But around the world today, the Holy Spirit is bteg over Asian nations, raising up thousands diicked men
and women who are bringing the salvation storjh&rtown people. And millions of lost souls in adscountries
would probably never learn about the love of Godiby other means. These national Christians—hurobkgure
pioneers of the Gospel—are taking up the bannteotross where colonial-era missions left off. yaee the third
wave of mission history—the native missionary mogain

Gospel for Asia (GFA) is one of these ministriesat@ng out to the 300 million ‘Dalits’ and 400 rioth other
backward caste peoples of Asia. An estimated 10®dmDalit ("Untouchable") children live trapped a world of
extreme poverty in the nation of India. These akitdare destined from birth for a life of illitesasickness and
hunger with little hope of breaking the poverty leyd he children are viewed as worthy only if tteag working or
exploited.

The question is, what does the Bible say aboutspstice and compassion? What is the Churchesirothese
matters? Clearly, by simply looking at Christ’s ex#e of how He lived on this earth, we are noteglact the
needs of suffering humanity. When Jesus came, Hemy fed people’s souls with the truths of heased Him as
the Bread of Life, but He filled their stomachsiwfiish and bread and wine as well. He opened ngttbe eyes of
people’s hearts to see the truth, but also theisiphl eyes, restoring their sight so they coukltbe world around
them. He strengthened the faith of the weak, wstilengthening the legs of the lame. He who caniedathe
eternal life into a valley of dry, dead souls diseathed life into the widow's son, raising himape more (see
Luke 7:11-15). It was not one or the other—it wathband both for the glory of God. We must notuniderstand
(or replace) evangelism for social action. The Gé@nmission is not a mandate for political libamat Many who
are familiar with the ministry of Gospel for Asiadw that first and foremost they are committedlsming
churches and making new disciples. Their concesrahaays been evangelism and church planting, revss
replaced by social work alone. The salvation olsand making of disciples have been Gospel foa’dsiim and
goal in all things, the ruler by which all ministopportunities are measured. But this in no waymaehat they do
not care about the physical suffering of those honv they seek to minister. Throughout the Scriptwessee that
God used the felt needs of the body to draw peopttimself. Truly, the needs of suffering men, wanaad
children in this world are great—especially in @40 Window.

Calcutta alone is home to more than 100,000 stigkiren who know neither
mother nor father, love nor care. They are notijushbers or statistics—they are
real children. Though nameless and faceless osttbets where they live, each on
was created with love and is known by God. It islattul they’ve ever held a _
toothbrush or a bar of soap; they’ve never eaten an ice-cream cone or cradled a doll. &
The child labourers of South Asia toil in fireworks, carpet and match factories;
quarries and coal mines; rice fields, tea plantations and pastures. Because they are
exposed to dust, toxic fumes and pesticides, their health is compromised; their bodies
are crippled from carrying heavy weights. Somebaneded labourers, enslaved to |
their tasks by family poverty. According to the HamRights Watch, this is life for
60 to 115 million children in South Asia.

In the Indian state of Tamil Nadu, nine-year-oldkslami works in a factory as a

cigarette roller. She tells her sister’s storyjiggwus a glimpse into their world: My ==
sister is ten years old. Every morning at severgsies to the bonded labour man, "

(continued next page
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Gospel for Asia’s Bridge of Hope (...continued)

and every night at nine she comes home. He treats her badly; he hits her if he thinks she is working slowly or if she
talks to the other children, he yells at her, h@es looking for her if she is sick and cannot gaeok. | feel this is
very difficult for her. | don’t care about schoalgaying. | don’t care about any of that. All | mtas to bring my
sister home from the bonded labour man. For 608asip can bring her home—that is our only changgetder
back. We don’t have 600 rupees . . . we will néhaare 600 rupees [the equivalent of $16]

These whom Christ thought of while dying on thessrmust not be forgotten by His Body today. Thesevhom
Christ suffered then must not be forsaken by us hdnds and feet, now. In the midst of advancinddvo
evangelism, we cannot hold back the healing embsdtbewhich to care and provide for these who aezjpus in
the sight of God. We are particularly talking abthe Dalits, also known as the “Untouchables”—Iltwest caste
of Hinduism. For 3,000 years, hundreds of milliofisndia’s Untouchables have suffered oppressilavesy and
countless atrocities. They are trapped in a castes that denies them adequate education, safdrdyiwater,
decent-paying jobs and the right to own land comé. Segregated and oppressed, Dalits are fregukatlictims
of violent crime. And just as the need is greatistbe possibility for Christ’'s power and lovelde known. In recent
years, the door to these possibilities has beegflvide open. Among Dalits and other low-caste gsaihat face
similar repressive treatment, there has been aiggosesire for freedom. Leaders representing apmabely 700
million of these people have come forth demandistige and freedom from caste slavery and persecuthe
turning point came on November 4, 2001, when ténisausands of Dalits gathered for one of the rhistoric
meetings of the 21st century, publicly declaringttlilesire to “quit Hinduism” and follow a faith tfeir own
choosing.

Since that event, the Lord has led Gospel for &sitangibly express His love to
Dalit, low-caste and tribal families in a uniqueywhy reaching out to their children
Bridge of Hope, their children’s outreach prograsrdesigned to rescue thousands of
children in Asia from a life of poverty and hopeleess by giving them an education
and introducing them to the love of God througtsfiensorship programme. The
monthly child sponsorship covers the cost of onkl'situition, books, uniforms, one
or two meals a day and a yearly medical check-B200 of India's Dalit children
currently receive food, clothing, health serviced an education at these centres - but
' Gospel for Asia’s goal is to see that number growQ0,000. Gospel for Asia started
its first Bridge of Hope School in 2002.
Who are the Dalits: Where and how do they live.
To grow up as a Dalit (“Untouchable”) is to be telery day in a thousand different
ways that you are worthless. Polluted. InferiordAss life goes on, you may begin to
believe that it would have been better if you wegger born. Under the subjugation
of hlgher caste people, you are forced to beligag it is your birthright to suffer prejudice, albuand mistreatment
until you're dying breath. India is not the onlytioa in which caste discrimination takes placeal$o extends to
Nepal, Sri Lanka and other countries where Hindugspresent. “Dalit” can also be translated “oggeal,” and this
is a fitting description of both Dalits as wellmembers of the other lower caste groups. The woetdit" literally
means "broken" or "crushed."

Dalits and the Caste System
The reason the Dalits are kept in virtual slaverthat they live at the bottom of the Hindu cagtgesn. They are
considered by upper castes to be repulsive ancugudoin They are, by definition, “Outcastes.”
To read more about the work of Gospel for Asiageww.gospelforasia.org.auand request a copy of their free
book “Revolution in World Missioris
“Gospel for Asia has become one of the more siggifi pioneer missionary agencies, with a good
accountability structure. . . . They are doing acedlent job.”
—Patrick Johnstone, Authadperation World

“Revolution in World Missioriss one of the great classics of Christian litarat It is essential reading for
those who desire to obey the mission of Jesus ICivis get so used to apathetic and half heartexsidbout
missions . . . and then K.P.’s book turns our wogdide down!”

—Paul Blackham, Associate Minister, All Souls Chyrcangham Place, London t"(f GOSPEL FOR ASIA
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Amnesty International - how their new policy devalu es
the rights of vulnerable women and girls globally
By Andrea Tokaji, Fighting for Justice Foundatioandreatokaji.com August 2015

| used to be a member of Amnesty International aetive investigation into the role of the IS and the Bodumiling the
member, who went along to meetings and AGMs, wievelopment of the Sex Work Policy discussion paget
donated monthly, and who contributed to human sighthe consultation process. In an internal document $o
debates. As an international human rights advotsitewas Sections, Structure Chairs and Directors and the
an important contribution for me. International Board, the International Secretaddtnitted
that.... ‘There is no question that the consultatiwacess

I have now withdrawn my membership, my regularriicial could have been handled much better.”

giving and my support for Amnesty International their
recent amended policy approach to prostitution. As a long term supporter of the Nordic approactcudd

At the Amnesty International 2014 Canberra AGM -vehe human_traﬁicking N WhiCh s now recognis_ed_ as the
the resolution calling for the global legalisatioof international best practice model to curb humaffi¢tang, |

prostitution was to be discussed - a member of l&car®™ appalled th".ﬂ a donor-based organisation, sich a
Alliance — which is a lobby group for sex workerspoke to Amnesty Internatlor_1al, who seeks the good will m?en;
the benefits of being a stay-at home single motoer to support them financially as well as supportirgpirt

toddler while working from home as a prostituteaagason campaigns, would violate procedural protocol in fsuz

for endorsing the resolution. These prostitutesefierred to profane way.

as 'sole operators' under the ACT Prostitution(4692)* At the meeting, | raised some concerns about such a
proposal from the floor, quoting statistics, faetsd case
studies on the prevalence of human trafficking aedual
slavery and servitude that existed in Australiamassult of
laws that facilitated such exploitation

of vulnerable women and girls.

Besides being terribly worried about the best egenf the
child in this scenario, | was also worried abowt Bafety
and wellbeing of women being exploited or abuseduoh
unregulated environments.

It was also concerning to me that Amnesty International simply

Amnesty  International  simply arranged for a representative

arranged for a representative from from Scarlet Alliance to
Scarlet Alliance — who is a lobby

| then proceeded to write a
Submission to the  Amnesty
International Headquarters in London

group for sex workers - to speak on speak on the benefits of the on the pitfalls of the legalised model

the benefits of the legalisation of l€galization of prostitution, of prostitution, and the evidence for

prostitution, without hearing from without hearing from anyone g)]reclun:girr?gt;ﬁjnnilar???;ﬁ?gﬁﬁgceknnggv%eI
anyone from the other side, and from the other side . g

without considering all of the facts in as the Nordm Model, which was

the debate. considered in France, Canada and

_ Ireland just last year by their parliaments.
| was not the only one who questioned the procédur§l0

integrity of the resolution. , What's wrong with Amnesty International’s noasped

resolution and proposed global policy approach he t
Amnesty’s Secretary General Salil Shetty received |@galisaiton of prostitution?

complaint about the conduct of the InternationadrSeriat
(IS) and the International Board of Amnesty Intdiovzal
regarding the fast tracking of the development a
consultation process for the Sex Work Policy disturs

paper.
Salil Shetty has been requested to establish aperdient

Amnesty International’s resolution in favor of the

galisation of prostitution globally favours pimasd Johns
men who purchase sex) over and above the victims o
prostitution through human trafficking, sexual sere and
debt bondage.

(continued next page)

! http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/1992-64/current/pdf/1992-64.pdf

A 2012 International based study with a collective of
Universities have concluded that there is an undeniable
~_STER link between the legalisation of prostitution and human
m .__,i MAN trafficking. The legalization model creates social norms
TRAFFICKING that raises the demand for such a service, which in turn

raises the demand for trafficked persons.

S : We believe that in order to reduce the demand for
. ﬂ trafficked persons, the demand for such services needs
- to be reduced.

=]
¥ Pl
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The proposed Amnesty International’s involvement in prostitution lawsghlly also
International global policy on ~ ANINE$ T¥ has to be raised.

prostltunon fights for the INTERNATIONAE So, let’s look at who works in prostitution:

rights of men to purchase se

off women, stating that a Protecting It is estimated that 50 to 90% of prostitutes do practice

man’s access to prostitute . the profession voluntarily (SPIEGEL, 2013) and thego
women is their fundamenta Hwam‘ do have come into it as a last resort.

human right, and thal  Pimps & Johns I!7? Dy Melissa Farle/has written over 35 books on prostitution

criminalising a prostitute’s Worldwide across 40 years of research and activism with perso
client is an attack agains prostitution. Some of Dr. Farley’s statistics orogtitution
both ~ privacy and an are complied below:

individual's free choice. ] o

. . . the average entry age into prostitution is 13;
The Amnesty International resolution passed juist fonth i ) o
recommending that; ¢ over a third of runaway minors turn to prostitutimn

. . . survive - referred to as survival prostitution;
Amnesty International develop a policy that suppathe

full decriminalization of all aspects of consenssex work. ¢ @ third of runaway minors will be recruited by anpi
The policy will also call on states to ensure et workers within 48 hours;

enjoy full and equal I,egal protection from expléa, s 65% to 95% of prostituted women have been sexually
trafficking and violence.” (Amnesty Internation2D15) assaulted or raped before they entered prostitution;

You might think that this sounds reasonable and fai ¢ nearly half of prostitutes were victims of incest;

Let’s look at this issue more closely: ¢ 83% of prostituted women are
Douglas Fox has been campaigning amnesty International have addicted to substances such as heroin,
for decriminalisation of prostitution in ) hi h d cocaine, cannabis and alcohol,;

Amnesty International from within the ~ JUStthis month passed a

> . . . . ¢ 54% of prostitutes suffer from
organisation since 2008 and was in resolution, making a global ° P

very severe depression;

fact the author of the resolution. stand for the legalization of 42% of ' had I

: . - . o of prostitutes had at least
The Amnesty International resolution prostitution penned b_y tho_se committed one suicide attempt, many
vAvaS erttlen by DO:JItJlaSI Fox, and who have a vesteq financial suffering  from  psychological

mnesty International employee, an interest in ensuring that disorders;

former pimp, who defines himself as itution is | i f
“sex worker” for owning a British  Prostitution is legalised for ¢ 75% of women in prostitution are
escort agenéy and is also spokesman business purposes or have been homeless at some point
of an association of “sex workers®. in their lives;

He proudly claims authorship of Amnesty's internet o 7094 to 95% of women in prostitution working in the
documenf‘, and_ is not shy about admlttlng that he asked street have been physically assaulted during the
‘associates to join Amnesty International in orderpress exercise of prostitution;

for decriminalisation from within.

. . . 41% of women were attacked in brothels;
In effect, Amnesty International have just this rnopassed °

a resolution, making a global stand for the legalon of ¢ 60% to 75% of people were raped while in
prostitution penned by those who have a vestedchdiah prostitution; and

interest in ensuring that prostitution is legali$edbusiness 8504 and 95% want to leave prostitution, but have no
purposes. What other reason would a pimp haveitogo other means of survival.

international human rights organisation? . .
In a study conducted on 859 people in 9 countdesr 68%

For an organisation that was founded in 1961 byerPely women working in strip clubs, massage parlors stneet
Benenson, a British lawyer with the aim of obtagnian guffer from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)

amnesty for prisoners of conscience - working fier telease comparable to war veterans, rape victims and sorsiof
of women and men who have been arrested for theiie torture.

convictions, the question of the intent of Amnesty )
(continued next page)

2 http://www.theguardian.com/profile/douglas-fox

? http://toomuchtosayformyself.com/2009/01/09/the-great-iusw-con/

* http://www.newsletter.co.uk/news/regional/sex-trade-was-asked-to-join-amnesty-and-lobby-internally-1-5854040
® http://www.prostitutionresearch.com/MFarley CV.pdf

® http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/27/us/27runaways.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0

" http://www.seattle.gov/humanservices/domesticviolence/prostitutedyouth/nationalperspective.htm
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According to the American Journal of Epidemioldgthe
murder rate of prostitutes is 12 times that of gemeral
population, and the general risk of premature ddatha
prostitute, including illness, or overdose, is ififes higher.

These statistics brings into question the volungss or
choice a person has to becoming a prostitute.

Prostitution allows the commodification of womeb'sdies,
reinforced gender based violence, and endorsdsghésed
victimisation of trafficked persons within the irstoy.

Legalised prostitution increases tolerance for erok
against women and children, including sexual viokerand

increases child prostitutirand creates a demand for huma

trafficking.

| wonder if Amnesty International had considerec t
fundamental human right of women not be exploiteat, to
be commodified, and not to be subject to slavebysa or
rape when considering the resolution to legalisstgution.

Article 6 of the Convention on the Elimination ofl &Aorms
of Discrimination Against Women, signed in 1979 the
United Nations states:

State Parties shall take all
appropriate measures, including
legislation, to suppress all forms of
traffic in women and exploitation of
prostitution of womef}

Legalised p
increases to

The Universal Declaration of Human
Right's Articles 4 and 5 are also
relevant here, which call for the
prohibition of all forms of slavery and
servitude, declaring that no one is to
be subject to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment.

So, can human
prostitution?

trafficking be linked to

Contrary to Amnesty International’s statentéttat there is
no evidence as to the links between the legalisatid
prostitution and the trafficking of persons, thiaet fact has
been established in an international academic refsetudy
that concludes that the legalisation of prostitieads to a
rise in the exploitation of vulnerable women andisgi
through human trafficking.

The 2012 study published in ‘World Developmentletit

es of Influence Newsletter - August 2015

violence against women and
children, including sexual
violence, and increases child
prostitution and creates a
demand for human
trafficking

20

women and girls (...continued)
“Does Legalized Prostitution Increase Human
Trafficking?™ investigates the effect of legalised
prostitution on human trafficking inflows into highcome
countries.

The study’s findings concluded that countries véthalised
prostitution are associated with higher human itrkifig
inflows than countries where prostitution is pratat.

The study also concluded that the type of legatisabf
prostitution does not matter — it only matters vileset
prostitution is legal or not, and that there is324% higher
probability of receiving higher inflows in a dematc
gountry than otherwise.

Human trafficking is fuelled by a demand for pragton - it
hworks on the simple economic principle of supplyd an
demand, and as a former victim put it: men paymgsex
are addicts using women’s bodies as drugs, and ntiegit
believe the time they have purchased to be withoman
puts them completely in control, which makes theman

vulnerable to abuse — and worse.

The Trafficking Protocdf is our reference point for the

criminalisation of human trafficking, in all its rms
globally.
rostitution So, how prevalent is human

lerance for trafficking in our world today?

In a world where no country is
immune to human trafficking
according to the UN, and where the
trafficking of children is on the rise
according to the United Nations,
there are at least 152 countries of
origin and 124 countries of
destination affected by trafficking in
persons, and over 510 trafficking flows criss-citngsthe

legalisegyorld.

There is no place in the world where children, wonoe
men are safe from human trafficking as stated by th
UNODC Executive Director, Yury Fedotd¥.

According to the Global Slavery Indé%there are 36
million known slaves in the world today.

Every year, 1.2 million children are being trafféck
according to the International Labor Organizatio@B02

(continued next page)

8 http://aje.oxfordjournals.org/content/159/8/778.full

® http://www.france24.com/fr/20140629-bresil-mondial-aggrave-prostitution-mineurs-coupe-du-monde/

10 http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/cedaw.htm
™ http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/

12 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/research/2015/08/human-rights-for-sex-workers/

13 http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1986065

% http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Professionallnterest/Pages/Protocol TraffickingInPersons.aspx

15 http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?News|D=49423%23.VdFaU0JLrzL

18 http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2014/Novemberitrafficking-in-children-on-the-increase--according-to-

latest-unodc-report.html?ref=fs2
7 http://www.globalslaveryindex.org/
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estimation in the Every Child Counts, New Globaireate The UNODC Report goes on to reveal that approxiyate
on Child Labour Reporf half of all detected trafficking victims are adulbmen.

Do we need any more evidence that human traffickihg Women comprise the vast majority of the detecteutinas
vulnerable women and children is on the rise, drad the who were trafficked for sexual exploitation. Inns®
legalisation of prostitution is creating a demarmt fhe regions, particularly in Asia, most of the victimsf
trafficking of such persons? trafficking for forced labour were women.

So, why is Amnesty international endorsing the liegd Since UNODC started to collect information on thge a

policy approach to prostitution, which is known to: profile of detected trafficking victims, the shas&children

among the detected victims has been increasingoaByo

children now comprise nearly one third of all détec

¢ lead to a cheaper, more widely availablerafficking victims. Out of every three child vinois, two are
“commodified trade” - the price per act decreasesgjirls and one is a boy.

lc)i;\r/lagl'umg the person as a prostitute and as a humIéhne UNODC Report also revealed that for nearlycaihes,

male offenders vastly outnumber females.

¢ increase trafficking and violence against prostitutes;

¢ give law enforcement permission to turn their bac
on this issue, making it is extremely hard to ratal
the sex trade; The exploitation of a woman or a girl trough seafficking

begins with the download of pornography - in tureating a

demand for trafficked persons through prostitution.

lﬁuman Trafficking starts with Pornography.

¢ give pimps and johns free reign over their victiamsl

almost no legal recourse for the exploited; and ]
Porn has been referred to as the industry of wramd

¢ give traffickers more legal ways to exploit WOMEN eed?’ and is worth about 100 billion dollars per annum.

and children - including exploiting the vulneralsie

that they live without any Porn glorifies the abuse, degradation
enforceable housing standards, Do we need any more and the violence of women, most of
proper healthcare, wages - evidence that human them very very young.

without  basic  rights  for trafficking of vulnerable Mainstream porn would be impossible

personal subsistence. women and children is on the without a massive exploitation,

So, who gets caught up in human rise, and that the legalisation violence and a}buse of women. Porn
trafficking? S . star deaths - videos from Ms. Shelley
of prostitution Is creating a

According to the United Nations demand for the traﬁ‘icking of Lubben - available on her websfte.

Office of Drug and Crime, trafficking Amnesty defends porn as art, in the

often occurs from less developed such persons? name of freedom of expression, once
countries to more developed countries, where peapie again disregarding the victims of this
rendered vulnerable to trafficking by virtue of poty, horrific industry that preys on vulnerable girls.

conflict or other conditions. But, | digress.

Vulnerable women and children are the easiest e The fact is, decriminalising ‘sex work’ will makeeasier to
traffickers, and indeed, make up the majority & #orld's  exploit women and children.

known slaves today. . )
o . . _ This is a setback for those of us who oppose etgtion.
Vulnerable victims are exploited in the sex tradeaodaily

basis across the world. Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter wrote an optarie

. ) . ] to Amnesty, because such a policy is destroyingsyed

Report® the crime of trafficking in persons affects vilya , )
every country in every region of the world. Mosttirns of Amnesty’s advocacy for the right of men to purchaeg

trafficking in persons are foreigners in the coynwhere Places the victims of human trafficking, sexuavgede and
they are identified as victims - more than 6 in dfoall debt bondage in danger: making a conscientiouscetan

victims - have been trafficked across at least oaonal 2dainst the criminalisation of the purchase of seaften
border. referred to as the Nordic Model policy approactciobing

the demand for human trafficking.

The majority of trafficking victims are subjected $exual )
(continued next page)

exploitation.

18 http://www.ilo.org/ipecinfo/product/viewProduct.do?productld=742

19 http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/GLOTIP14_ExSum_english.pdf
2 http://sisyphe.org/spip.php?article4145

2 https://www.shelleylubben.com/

2 http://abolishprostitutionnow.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/carter.jpg
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Under the Nordic Model, violence against women dased transform pimps into legitimate businessmen.

substantially’”? The UN reports imply prostituted women “work” byaibe.
Many reviews of the Nordic System are availableluding In response to this statement, Natasha Falle, veha i
an analysis of its success and revealing its liinita here:  Canadian sex trafficking survivor and founder of
SEXTRADE 101 who has helped hundreds of women

o _ escape prostitution said upwards of 95% of womerking
2. The official report from the Swedish governm&ndr  in prostitution want to exit but need assistance.

3. Abolish Now blog?® The UN reports suggest legalization provides safetgifor
The Nordic Model, or the criminalisation of buyexows Prostituted women.
women to seek care, support, and report if a clewiolent. |n response to this statement, survivors of theustry
60% of women who enrolled in the Swedish sociagmms insisted that men paying for sex are addicts usingien’s
— where the Nordic Model originated - were abldeave podies as drugs, and that men believe the time tiaeyp

prostitution, and the stigma was shifted from tle¢ ef purchased to be with a woman puts them completely i
selling sex to the act of buying sex. control.

This shift in social norms in our society away fra@eing | hope that the above evidence has led you to adedhat
the victims of trafficking as criminals, but ratherif we are to stand up for the rights of women ahideen,
criminalizing the demand for the commodification othat if we are to achieve gender equality, and éf ave to
women and girls is key if we want to curb humafffitking  curb human trafficking and put a stop to sexualerioe
and reduce the prevalence of sexual violence dgai@gainst women in our generation, we need to addtess
women. demand that is created though pornography andiforist
Thank goodness the survivors of sexual slaveryramdan in the ‘adult industry’, calling for the criminaéition of the
trafficking are speaking out about this ridiculou®uyer of such services.

international policy position that Amnesty Interioal has | also hope that the above evidence has made yat st
taken without thorough research, consultation @hinking about this issue in greater depth, hagdirgou to
consideration given to the matter. do your own research, and moves you to discussighige
Women rescued from prostitution have criticised UNith someone, or moves you to advocacy for the many
agencies and Amnesty International for trying tgalese Victims of sexual violence.

prostitution insisting legalisation would lead toore girls |f you want to stand against gender violence, aaihe
being trafficked, and transform pimps into legittma trafficking and sexual slavery of women and gialsd if you
businessmen. want to tell Amnesty International that it is ndt to legalise
“What the hell are they [Amnesty International]rtking,” the abuse 21‘ women through prostitution laws, @lesign
said Rachel Moran, a former prostituted woman frofhe petitior.

1. Coalition Against Trafficking in Women Austrafih

Ireland. You can write to Amnesty International at
Rachel Moran is the author of 'Paid For: My Journe§ontactus@amnesty.orgr Tweet them@amnestyonline-
Through Prostitution’, to let them know the stand that you have taken.

UN agencies recently released reports telling c@sito 1 hankyou.

decriminalise all aspects of prostitution to redute/AIDS ~ Andrea Tokaji _

and promote human rights. A UN Development Progralfitérnational Human Rights Advocate

(UNDP) report on HIV and the Law and Sex Work ahel t Fighting for Justice Foundatiamvw.andreatokaji.com
Law in Asia and the Pacific, a UNDP, UN Populatieutmd

and UNAIDS-backed report, called for the decrimisation W=feISys N eR=tg =00 Jias wal=010 0 31010
of prostitution. is focused on the eradication of the

At a recent UN event in New Yof&,women rescued fronREiiE SR RuF L e ER N R T
prostitution criticised UN agencies E e I\ =k (nternational crime behind this
International for trying to legalize prostitutiomsisting [RLILEEIGREE RIS "M T8 =10 2 ]y
legalisation would lead to more girls being trafid, and JRUCREETELTE @iz iile Il LIevli i

% http://feministcurrent.com/7038/new-research-shows-violence-decreases-under-nordic-model-why-the-radio-
silence/

# http://lwww.catwa.org.au/files/images/Nordic_Model_Pamphlet.pdf

% http://projectrespect.org.au/system/files/Targeting+the+sex+buyer. pdf

% http://abolishprostitutionnow.wordpress.com/

" https://www. lifesitenews.com/news/ex-prostituted-women-blast-un-and-amnesty-international-for-trying-to-legal/
% https://www.change.org/p/amnesty-international-list en-to-survivors-reject-the-proposal-to-decriminaliz e-
all-aspects-of-prostitution
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Why talking with God will make you question everyth

It was financial stress that started it. | wasipgliat God

heres of Influence Newsletter - August 2015

ing

| noticed that the voice never ridiculed me. It ajw

and God was not answering. Not that | was expeeting encouraged, directed, reassured and cheered moup.

answer. | don't really know what | was expectingudt
wanted ‘out’ of the mess | was in. Somehow it Bedtter
to yell. I was so angry. Why would God let me gebi
this state? | was a minister and a good Christlaimg
all I could for God. Why wouldn't God answer my
prayers!?

There | was, in my lounge room, in the middle @ th
night, a sad and sorry sight, when suddenly a voice

only that...it also taught me about others in théebib
who had heard God speak to them. This was it! Lomaj
break-though! Surely everyone would want this iatiy
with God!?

So, | gathered my courage and told my husband...
thinking he might laugh. But he didn’t. He wanted t
hear God too. So | taught him. Wow! This was net ju
for me, it was for everybody!

stopped my self-pity. Where did that come from? Who \jy husband was bolder and quicker to action than me

spoke?

It was not a load voice, but it was definitely doceo |
didn’t hear it with my ears. It seemed to be confiogn
inside me!? | must have finally cracked. “Too much
stress can do that to you”, | told myself. | cotigmll
any more.

“Who are you”, | asked?
“I'm God”, the voice answered.
“Well, if you're God then why is all this happent?ig

..And so began my intimate encounter with the Divine/?/ 0 me:

In the beginning | didn't tell anyone because tidey’
think I was crazy. But, my experience was so wonderful;
| kept meeting with God every night to discuss what
needed to do to get out of the mess. To be hdivest,
while, although | was chatting away, | wasn't realre
that it was God | was hearing. But | didn't careak
enjoying every wonderful moment. The voice (God)
taught me bit by bit, through the bible, how bibllg
correct it was to expect to hear God. As | heardenamd
learnt more and applied the wisdom, my financiadisr
turned around and | was saved from financial rAim
gradually | gained confidence that the voice reals
God.

Sons of Abraham conference 19-22 Sept 2015

From around the world, believers are converging Syaney for the Sons o

Abraham conference 19-22 Sept 2015.

As well as hearing from key leaders of the Chnistlaabic and Messianic Jewis
community in Australia, we have Ps Bassem AdramlyChristian Arab from
Jerusalem and Ps Shelley and June Volks, Messidews from the USA
accompanied by their adult granddaughter who ik Betv and Arab.

God called Abraham to birth a people who would Wgrédim and from whom the
Messiah would come. The division between the detaets of Isaac and Ishmae
brings pain to the Lord's heart and He wants tohesging of this division. Jesus
broke down the dividing walls between Jew and Gesb that all who believe in
Him would be sons of God and sons of Abraham (duglincluded).

Don't miss out on this ground-breaking conferencstdd by Ps Norman ant
Barbara Miller and the Centre for International &egliation and Peace and held
the Padstow Baptist Church in Sydney in the hdahieArabic community

www.reconciliationandpeace.org

He told others. And soon people from all over Aaigir
wanted to learn how to hear God. As they askaddt
them. And this is happening still to this day.

After a few years, | was led to write a book expilag
the biblical accuracy of hearing God. God is pasaiely
interested in you and wants to discuss all manher o
things with you. All you need to do is learn to asid
listen.

“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they
" John 10:27

May God speak with you, and may you have ears to
hear.

With love and blessings,
Cherie Strudwick

The book, “Hear God Speak” is available to purchase
simply by emailing me atherie@uniquelyu.com.au

| also run workshops to teach people how easytd is
hear God speak. If you'd like a workshop, emailane
the above address.

Cherie is a well-respected Pastor with the Uniting
Church in Australia and has been in ministry foen80
years.
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Steps to Marketing Success

By Peter Irvine - co-Founder of Gloria Jean’s CeleAustralia, author of ‘Win In Business’ and ‘Rliig
your Business, your People, your Life’ and keyspiaker.

Marketing — KEEP IT SIMPLE & DON'T STOP
KEEP IT SIMPLE

Know your customers and how best to reach them.

Your marketing needs to be simple, appealing ta gostomer base and communica
well.

So many signs, ads, and even sales talk complibatenessage and confuse peop
Simple images and messages communicate best.

EG. The simple Gloria Jean’s Coffees drink poskerge such a dramatic impact th &
occasionally stock will run out. If the poster ibanged, the new drink displayejs o c
quickly becomes a high seller. an.m.!::.r:ﬂv E.

CATCH PEOPLE’'S ATTENTION

Down-to-earth simple things work well — the besteatising is always word of mouth - it’s free!

-

| often glance at outdoor advertising posters -dswmke, railways, street & bus stop posters. Thes dhat
catch my attention are ones with few words, somegirwiever or arresting images where the company or
service is easily identified. The Virgin airlinesadome to mind — bold red writing with catchy lineasily
identified and simple.

GET BACK TO BASICS AND DO WHAT WORKS FOR YOUR BUSIN ESS
For example:

Sample product— get out there and give stuff away, making sure glways direct people to the store or
company.

Ring people back- follow up promptly, it's amazing how many busises don't!

Clean up your website— simplify and make it fun (many first enquirie anow online) and answer all
enquiries here daily at least.

Make sure you have the right receptionist- one who has a can-do attitude, loves engagingl@emnd
knows the latest deals or offers.

Follow through with staff phone training — how many have been greeted by a great recegttiamly to be
challenged by a depressing, uncooperative accpanssn.

What are the basics for your business?

AND DON'T STOP! - ESPECIALLY DURING TOUGH TIMES

One franchisee | spoke to thought there was |timt in actively promoting his store while the ppong
centre had renovations in progress and there veefeve people coming to the centre (customer cowad w
down 20%). We both stood at the store entry pogtiching people pass by and | asked ‘Then whatlare a
these people doing here? Why not start sampling?rivou have 80% of potential customers still coming!

DON'T GIVE UP
Just because results seem harder to achieve —theeakndset that says ‘marketing now is a wasted’.
FOCUS

Tough times force us to re-evaluate how we are atingx our businesses.

(continued next page)
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Steps to Marketing Success (...continued)
INVEST IN YOUR REGULARS

This is the time to build on your regular custorbase. Don'’t be tempted to take your regulars fantgd,
look at investing greater value into any loyaltpgnams you may have.

STRATEGISE WITH YOUR TEAM

Now is the time to keep your staff motivated anthasiastic. Give them reasons to achieve resultgedis
as have fun on the journey. When they enjoy thetjolil reflect to customers.

Marketing - HIT OR MISS
CORE IDEA

The ‘Core Idea’ principle is the most efficient wiymarket -your

money is not wasted saying different things inedbffit places A

simple statement or promise that encapsulates afided who you
are & what you do, or even a style, an ethos reftechrough
everything you do.

IT MUST REFLECT WHO & WHAT YOU ARE

Think through what your business is about. For gplam o —

MARKETING PIE

pracme

]

¢+ How do you want your product or service to makeptedeel? |

Ungy,,

¢+ How is it going to benefit their lifestyle?
¢+ How often do you want them to purchase?

HOLLY20T

¢+ What quality and value do you offer that others mat?
Then write a simple line that makes sense and #pfeathers.
Examples:
An Australian supermarket chain has used ‘Woolwmrithe fresh food people’ for many years.
OTHER EXAMPLES??

Look at the Baker's Delight style— fresh, fun handmade handwritten signs, bakemyieg their work,
unskilled in TV presentation but dedicated to bgkgreat bread. Carried through (in most storesh wit
enthusiastic staff who know their product, signagd fresh display all work together to say ‘Thigisat,
fresh bread & a fun place to shop’.

You may want to involve your team & others to hgtu formulate that core idea.

MARKETING INVOLVES ALL THE AREAS OF YOUR BUSINESS

Most people don't realize that ALL areas of theibess need to work together to market successfully.

From print ads and phone listings to the recepiotiie way you package, price or present your serthe signs
you display, your website, how your staff dresirthiraining and motivation, your community involgent and
charity support, where you are located, your dejiv&rvice and (very importantly) after-sales serwvhere it
applies.

My experience with a particular hot water compathat tradespeople do not make good receptiofibss.
product and installation was efficient and cledreirt workers were polite and punctual however, when
problems arose later, it was very difficult to coomitate with the disinterested tradesman over tiong.

We have all been through similar experiences.

Make sure ALL your team are marketing your compaimy a positive way, ALL areas of your business are
expressing the Core Ideaeg. ‘we care about your needs’ ‘we enjoy whatdek'we are all about quality’. This is
not just on printed material or in radio advertisbbut how the business operates and communicaye® diay.

(continued next page)

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org



Transforming Sydney & Prayer Strategy for the Spher  es of Influence Newsletter - August 2015 26

Steps to Marketing Success (...continued)

TIP: Provide customer service training to your recepsit, accounting and general office staff. Youl viié
surprised how key these people unintentionallyiratbe marketing process.

Marketing — EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES
DON'T ELIMINATE YOUR MARKETING BUDGET

In a tough business market, you don’t eliminateryoarketing budget, but you look at different armvnvays of
standing out. Too many people are doing the saing #s everyone in their business category ana@tretanding
out.

I recommend buying the book by Seth Godin, call@dirple Cow”. He talks about being remarkable in our
businesses.

STAND OUT: BE REMARKABLE

There are many creative ways to stand out — inetudinique selling strategies, advertising concepis plain
simple genuinely helpful customer service.

Here is a list of great ideas that companies hdilized in the last few months to stand out, anddiferent
WITHOUT DISCOUNTING

Freedom Furniture stores - In the local newspaper offereddacorator seminar, with a note that
bookings are essential and the cost is $10. Howtathat, you actually pay to go to a retail staveget
ideas? | imagine that the ideas center around ribdupt that is available throughout that store.yTakso
provide a delicious “high tea” and prizes.

Kia car company - have launched their Kia Assurance. In thesehdimes, they say, ydouy a new Kia
and if you lose your job in the next 12 months yogan return the car no worries What a great way to
take away the fear of taking the car away fromphechaser. Most people do not like providing a gotee
of this nature, but history shows few people retilma cars, and probably they can cover it by instga
anyway. Few people ever return products that hayesantee.

Super Cheap Auto- | noticed a television commercial offering custys who came and bought a car light
bulb -that they woulanhstall it for free. They would probably send one of the young guys@ueplace the
bulb while you go inside and relax. Obviously whiteu are inside a mega store you will be tempteoltp
all types of things for your car.

Heinz foods- an Ad recently running in the newspapers, shiwvescans of Heinz product - one of baked
beans and one of tomato soup. Two very economiwhlttaditional food products. The headlifeperts
agree, now is a great time to invest in spoonghis is a clever and fun way to catch customegitention in
the current market!

Local Plumber - | noticed before Christmas, a young man (propablstudent) was standing with a
sandwich board on a major roundabout. His boar@rided a plumber’s service - to get those leakaps
fixed. The key line wa%no call out fee - have your leaking taps fixed forChristmas”. Imagine what
other plumbing jobs they would gain as a result!

Frontline flea and tick treatment for cats and dogs— This is a commercial that runs regularly on
television featuring well known vet, Dr Harry. Eyanonth you can receivetext message on your mobile
reminding you to use frontlinetick and flea treatment so that your dogs and mat&r have the problem
again. What a great way to get people to not oaly but be reminded to use your product every month

Lexus Motor cars - In recent times Lexus have offeriagance at 0% interest rate | know of one dealer
in November 2008 that sold 63 Lexus in that motidsed on that particular offer. | believe it was so
successful that Lexus extended the offer.

Gloria Jean’s Coffees- | have always encouraged franchisees whentlthisistores to have eithecaffee
appreciation night or bring your coffee equipment from home and |dzow to use it. You can provide a
limit to the number of people to this program ammiycan even suggest that they pay $10 or $20 as a

(continued next page)

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org



27 Transforming Sydney & Prayer Strategy for the Sp  heres of Influence Newsletter - August 2015

Steps to Marketing Success (...continued)

commitment, which could be donated to a local ¢thaA coffee appreciation night allows people toneo
and taste the coffees from various parts of thddvdihey then see what the offering is availabléerms of
merchandise and coffee and they become regulavroess. The other option is to come dearn how to

use your coffee equipment at homeVost people have a piece of coffee equipmenbatd) a plunger, a
filter machine, or an espresso machine sittingimlla cupboard. Although simple to use, the insions are
not always clear and many people want to be abheaie a good cup of coffee at home. We get cus®omer
who regularly buy from our bean selection from thaiht onwards.

Bunnings Warehouse- Now offerfree BBQ'’s for tradies at 7am every Friday. What a great way to bring
trades people into the store, and while they'reethe!

Haircuts — | recently heard the story of a hairdresser whe doing $20 haircuts and doing a roaring trade.
Sometime later, a new hairdresser opened on thesdpside of the road, and offered $6 haircute flist
hairdresser, rather than discounting put up atsighsaid‘Haircuts $20, we fix $6 haircuts”

Cosco— Before they started up in Australia | was dowiamthe new store site and noticed that they ajread
had a stand and were signing up people for ap@%&/year to become a member - just for the pgel®
go and shop! Already they had 1,000 people sigpedith more coming all the time.

NO NEED TO DISCOUNT

Notice that none of these examples discount thedycts. They are maintaining and even addingdosghue of the
product or service for their customers.

You just need a different mindset - provide sonrgghthat excites and gets your customers passignatedlved,
then price is not always an issue. So go out thatethink differently about your product, your caanyg or your
service.

Marketing - THE SAME-SAME TRAP

There can be many things that hold our busineds Idarketing is certainly one of these areas.
Are you falling into the ‘SameTrap’?

+ Is your marketing the same year after year?

+ Are you measuring it?

+ Do you know what's working?

+ Do you continue to market the same way that your copetition does?

+ Is your only reason because that's what they are day?

+ Do you feel you don’t have the ability or contact®r where-with-all to actually do something
different that will make you stand out?

All these things will happen at some point in ybusiness. But | am continually discovering that ynpaople do
not do things differently because they don’'t knotaivto do.

BURY THE ‘CAN'T DO’ THINKING

Let me tell you a story. At the beginning of oné®d year, a teacher asked the children to wriist af
things that they believed the kids could not doeTist could include activities such as swimming,
mathematics, and other things like talking in frofthe class. When each of the children had writteeir
lists, the teacher collected them all and put thera box then took them outdoors to have a cerentony

bury the box. “This class,” she announced, “is gdimbe a ‘Can-Do Class’.
Not surprisingly, many of the children made moregpess in that class than in any year previously.

So when you are feeling that you are strugglingeleve that you can do things differently or why@n can’t come
up with different ideas, identify your list of litations or reasons why you can’t, write them out, them in a box
and bury them. Now - start writing a list of sonfahe ‘Can-Do’ things.

(continued next page)
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Steps to Marketing Success (...continued)
| have a friend who visits a unique Italian restauiin New York. They have no set menu, and ncegdist —
you order what you would like, and based on theiserand quality of the food, you decide what tg!pa
That certainly buries old ideas and stands out.9Ngtrisingly their business is booming.

GET OTHERS TO HELP Client: Brand: Date:

| also recommend you get some friends, or talk RO!e forAdvertising o

. . . . What in one sentence is the advertising trying to do for the brand?
someone you admire to get ideas that will stimul.
your thinking.

Write out a list of the things you have dor Target Market

previously, and that haven't worked, and put them Describe typical person we are talking to.
the box for burial. If you can't think of new idea
yourself, find someone who is going to be able
challenge your thinking, provide good marketir
advice and encourage you to stretch beyond vy
comfortable zone.

Consumer insight
How do they currently feel about the brand/category?

Even odd ideas break people’s thinking — during ' Advertising Opportunity

worst of the GFC, Mitubishi with their ‘Hi Ace’ In light of the above, how can advertising make the brand more desirable?
targeted farmers in New Zealand. The offer — ‘Buy
High Ace and get a goat for free’! This, as expegct
attracted media interest and the story ran natiprdl
found it in a Sydney newspaper.

Promise
What is the one single thought or idea that the creative should start from?

Many companies advertise and market to th
potential customers with comfortable copy aiSupport
headlines and nice Iooking pictures when there Whatemotional or rational support can help make the promise believable?
times they need to be radically different, whereytt
place their media, how they use the social medchd, _

. . Desired Consumer Result
what form their advertising takes. Why not be ohe . -

: How do we want people to think/feel as a result of the advertising? You

those and attract attention and start to See Y should write this in plain language in the first person.
business grow?

Mal’ketl ng Mandatories
. the Creat|ve bl’lef Are there any musts or must-nots?

CLARIFY YOUR THINKING

When you are ready to advertise, to have a websitated or to produce
leaflets or posters this template is invaluabldelips you communicate witt
whoever is creating what you need. It clarifiesryown thinking as well.

DON'T IGNORE THIS KEY SLICE OF YOUR MARKETING PIE

Marketing includes all these elements and moreakkaty slice, often left till f
last is: '

COMMUNITY

There are so many needs you can end up giving stsmadlints, or products e
& services all over the place without a good sgwter results for the
charities or your business.

Learn to focus:

¢+ Generosity sets you apart so don't stop givingllpta a series of
initiatives — especially if your prime businessnshe local area — just ="
be strategic and ask for positive recognition. =

(continued next page)
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Steps to Marketing Success (...continued)

+ Partner long-term with at least one organisatian ttelps people. Your efforts can build somethiggificant
for the charity and your business alike.

Checklist for partnering with an organisation:
¢+ Choose what you are passionate about
+ Have meetings with the organisation to establistesyy
+ Find something that ‘fits’ your business, that fstafd customers can relate to.

+ Look for ways to promote the partnership — buildsogport and credibility for them as well as yousiness
reputation.

EXAMPLES TO STIMULATE YOUR THINKING

The Starwood Group (Sheraton & Westin hotels):

Add $1 to every bill for Unicef. The customer hashaice, but most are happy to donate — it cosistad
nothing but gives thousands to worldwide childegli

McDonalds Restaurants:

What started as the well known Ronald McDonaldsskeihas expanded to Ronald McDonald's Childrens
Charities giving to a range of children’s charitiegesearch, education etc. The money boxes raise a
amazing amount as do franchisees and staff thdwaghfundraising efforts.

An IT software company | know:

Started sponsoring 3 children through Compassiteriational, his wife wrote regularly to the chédr
The sponsorship has grown over the years to 1dreni

Private Equity company:

Donates bonuses from business transactions tordychalunteers work a day for the charity cargyiaut
maintenance, cleaning or painting.

BE INNOVATIVE IN HOW YOU PARTNER

Involvement brings loyalty, builds teamwork withatand family and creates a new ‘heart’ dimensiornyour
business.

Generosity sets you apart.

Peter Irvine
www.peterirvine.com

Peter is Co-Founder of Gloria Jean’s Coffees Austrauthor of ‘Win In Business’ and ‘Building yoBusiness,
your People, your Life’ and keynote speaker.

Generate is the premier provider of School Chaplains in NSW, managing over 150 Federal Government

Funded School Chaplaincies.

Generate partners with schools in the recruitment, training, supervision and ongoing professional

development of School Chaplains. This ensures the placement of high quality Christian Chaplains who
are well equipped to support young people and strengthen local communities.

. _ Transforming Sydney is partnering with Generate to bring awareness of the role
2 of Chaplains and the great opportunity for local combined churches to place

Generate-employed SRE (Scripture) teachers in NSW state secondary schools.

ge nerG Te For more information and how to help please go to

www.generate.org.au
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Four Bible Verses about the reflected on the experience by saying, “Were not
our hearts burning within us while he talked with u

Heart That Will Change Your on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” (Luke

Parenting 24:32)
By Dr. Scott Turansky Some children need tg do more wrestling in their
hearts. Mom told Christy that she wasn’t free to

Most parents nod their heads in agreement whelr‘)le until she could think of three ways to add

they hear that reaching a child's heart is impdrta energy to family life. That was hard for Christwp. |

But what does that mean in practical terms. He]{e ) :
. : . act, it took her a half hour to come up with some
are four scriptures that will give you greater

o Lo Ideas. Christy was more inclined to get things
understanding into your own child’s heart. instead of give them. So, requiring her to think

1) Psalm 19:14, “May the words of my about others in tangible ways gave her an
mouth and the meditation of my heart opportunity to ponder some new ways of processing
be pleasing in your sight, O LORD.” life. That was heart work in action.

We say things to ourselves in our hearts. Whey) Matthew 15:8, “These people honor

eight-year-old Jordan says to himself, “'m no me with their lips, but their hearts are
good. No one wants to be with me. I'll never get it t5; from me.”

right,” he's repeating negative things in his hearéeacareful that you don't just focus on compliance.

Rebecca feels good in her heart because she refu&q)ad attitude is a sign of a heart issue. Ralph wa
to join those who were disrespectful to the teach%g '

, srespectful to his dad, yelling and saying mean
Hugo’s mom can see a heart problem because he

i . things when Dad refused to buy the latest computer
scowls and complains whenever she asks him to do

something. In each of these situations, the heat i game that Ralph's friends had.

work. Dad decided to correct his son but wanted more
. . than just lip service. He wanted to touch his heart
What people meditate on is important because thgse .
. Irst Dad had Ralph sit in the hall and settle down
thoughts take place in the heart and eventu :
. : ; at took over an hour as Ralph continued to seethe
come out in actions. If you study your child by :
. . L . wand pout. When Ralph finally returned, Dad
considering the things said in the heart, you'll be ~ .
: . e . explained to Ralph that the temper tantrums were
able to identify specific areas to work on in your
arentin unacceptable and that he, as a dad, had a
P g responsibility to discipline his son to try to help
2) Matthew 9:4, “Why do you entertain him. Therefore, Ralph would lose the privilege of

evil thoughts in your hearts?” the computer altogether for a while.

The heart is where we wrestle with things. Wheof course, that news threw Ralph into another bout
experience, teaching, and values need to &franting. Dad refused to join into the anger scen
integrated into life, it happens in the workshop @fnd sent his son back to the hall to settle down
the heart. Information comes into our heads onagain. This time it took a half hour before Ralph
regular basis but much of it just stays there. Onfgturned wanting to know when he'd get his
when it moves down to our hearts does it becorsgmputer privileges back. Dad calmly explained,
part of our lives. “'ve not set a time on it. | want to see some

When parents use a heart-based approach they tkgrovement in the way you handle correction and
advantage of this wrestling inside a child. The§ no answer. Also, I'd like to see you come to me
encourage right thinking, contribute praise fornd ask if there’s any way that you can help. I'll
growing character, and comment about the helpf@ive you some jobs. Over the next few days if you

and unhelpful internal dialogue as it makes its w&@n show me that you are trying to change the way
out through behavior. you relate to me, then we’ll try going back to the

- computer."”
When the two disciples on the road to Emmaus P

realized that their surprise guest was Jesus, they
(continued next page)
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4 Bible Verses that Will Change Your Parenting (...  continued)

Then Dad waited. Would his plan work or would iit’'s where the significant work is done in a chdd’
need some adjustment? Dad knew what he wds. Every morning when you get up, pray for your
looking for. He wanted to see a sense of cooperatikids. Ask God to reveal opportunities for heart
and self-control in his son. Over the next few daysoments with them. You'll be amazed at the
he saw the heart adjustments he was looking fdifference it makes in your family.

Ralph volunteered to help and had a good attitugg.the hook Parenting Is Heart Work, you'll finceth
Dad told Ralph no on a couple of occasions apdy,its of a study that looked at 750 times thedwor
Ralph, although disappointed, was obviously trying o4 is ysed in the Bible. Several conclusiofis o
to respond better. Dad gave the computer privileggs, st,dy reveal practical applications for your
back to his son but only after they talked aboet thy, enting. Reaching the heart is strategic and it's

positive changes that were starting to occur. Ralpfy, practical, but many parents don’t know exactly
is still learning and growing and complete chanqgy .t that means.

will likely take several years, but Dad corrected o )
with an eye on the heart and felt like he madé Neart-based approach isn’t just about talking to
significant progress in that one incident. your kids more. It's not mushy. Sometimes reaching

} the heart requires firmness as well. Parenting is

man’s heart are deep waters, but a "What a great biblical study of the concept of the

marl of understanding draws them heart! This book is entertaining as well as life-

out. changing. All parents should read this book to
Sarah made a nice card for her Dad for Valentingisderstand their own hearts as well as the heérts o
Day. It obviously took a lot of love and care tat puheir children.” —Dr. Tim Clinton, President of the

it together. Dad realized that it was not justfa@i American Association of Christian Counselors
a card but it was a gift of his daughter's heart. HAACC)

spent some extra time enjoying the card and i?_is

. arn more about the whole Heart Work
daughter, further encouraging her love an . - .
! urriculum atbiblicalparenting.org/heartwork
compassion.

Alberto made a comment about something |
learned at Sunday School. Mom asked some m
guestions and discussed the issue with her s
realizing that it was a heart moment. She talk:
further with Alberto, helping him develop the trutt
so that it had an even greater impact on his thgki

Jim realized that his daughter was hurt by a friend
school. Instead of telling her to just stop cryin
about it, he comforted his daughter, realizing that
was a heart moment. She obviously appreciated

dad’s love and care, and just his presence with |
for several minutes helped her to work through tl
issues in her heart.

Too many parents focus only on behavior, thing:
like getting jobs done around the house a

completing homework. Although those things are
important, the real work of parenting is done ia thPr- Scott Turansky is a co-founder of the National
heart. Be on the lookout for heart moments. Théyenter for Biblical Parenting and author of 14
may surprise you at times. Be ready for theRarenting books. He and his wife Carrie have five
because they don’t come as often as you’d like. children and four grandChiIdren and live in New

A heart-based approach to parenting isn’t easy B]l?trsey.
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What is the Role of Education?
Education: Christian vs. Secular

The desire to accumulate knowledge has been aedekiman since creation. In ancient cultures, etitutavas
dominated by males and the upper class. The vey @ instructing women in anything other than tegdhe
home, having babies was not considered importantish families around Jesus’s time emphasizeddbeagion of
their sons to learn a trade in order to earn adivas well as be able to read and study bibliciing.

It is the belief of many scholdrthat the early Christians may have been thedistip to encourage the education of
both genders. These early Christian societies glyohelieved in education and pressed for a walleated
leadershig. After the fall of the Roman Empire, the organizefiirch leadership preserved as many literary
documents as they could save from barbarian deistnugvhich is another story in itself). Then duyithe Middle
Ages, it was this organized church that took updiuese of educating the elite and created the lsgstem, which
was generally replicated through the latter 1908tshe height of the Reformation, both Luther &@walvin pursued
educational opportunities for all children througk church and possibly public medns.

Jesus strongly emphasized spiritual over generatagibn. He makes this point clear when he saidpilthe way,
the truth, and the life” (John 14:6) and “If youlth®@o my teaching...then you will know the truth, athe truth will
set you free” (John 8:31-32). It is not that byiaing an education away from the knowledge of g&hrist, which
makes us free. It is by knowing and having a retethip with Jesus Christ we truly are free.

When Jesus walked this earth, He had the Spikitiedom, understanding, counsel, power, knowledgd,tae fear
(respect) of the LorlJesus left this earth to reign from heaven. Weelancess to that relationship with Him and it
gives us the same spirit of truth to guide us aglg bis to live. Jesus also compared knowledge dfs3ongdom to
yeast, which changes an entire lump of dough. Agmeev in our knowledge of God’s Word and apply theh
about Jesus Christ we can have the same effeeaass iy bread, to owvorld and workplace. One way Christian
education plays out in our life is in our commitrh&mlearning, understanding and applying the sergs, as much
as we commit to our formal secular studies. I&xpressed as we share and show the differenceotia rmews
makes in the life of a believer, wherever we go artever we do. Jesus cautioned us about the dbevo$
dough. This would be a condition where the yeasisdwot rise (straight secular teaching). In otherds, where
education that is not in tune with God’s truth. S'he said is not good bread (enough said!).

In seeking to understand God's will for our lifethre area of education and career, we are ofteatgal-centered!
Do you think God really cares that anyone of usriigato be a physician, lawyer, politician, or jmmiapart from
His will? As Matthew 6:33 declares, He wants uddgd to His will and serve Him “first”. Too many ‘@&il-
meaning” Christian young people get an educatienemultiple degrees, and never consider God. Twenot
seem to desire or know first what the real will3xd is for their life. God’s will has to be basedeach individual’s
talent, spiritual gifts, and calling. God’s Will it “first” based on who they marry, how they sleeir future, or
their earning potential! That was my problem soowyfplus years ago when first starting collegear®ed, | was
not a Christian and had no relationship with Goléa@y, the questions were not about how | couldes¢he Lord.
It was about what | wanted to do with the restroflife. As Christians should we honestly answer fiiiwing
questions?

« Are we “first” focused on a relationship with Godaurselves!

« What is our passion? In other words, what do e tb do? Are they God honoring?
- Did we get or are we pursuing an education baseaigpiritual or secular scenario?
« Are our life pursuits based on a spiritual or secstenario?

Adapted from the book: “Understanding God's Willhet Difference between Knowing and Doing”
by John W. Boland (Author, Adjunct Professor, Minister), Tate Publishing, Mustang OK (due out Fall 2015)

! Education in the Early ChurglDave Scarbrough, (August 2006), exegetethetexfsipiot.com
2 The Early Christians and SchoolinBr. Larry M Arnoldsen, (1998), www.LDS-OHEA.org
3 Christian Education: A Reformation Heritag®. Hanko, lyndenprc.org

4 An extract fromWords Old and New: Gems from the Christian Authiprsifi all Ages(pp. 82-83), Hamilton, Patrick, (2011),
banneroftruth.org
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NoPlaceLeft: Getting Started
Western Sydney
Saturday, 22 August 2015, 9:30am — 4pm

Following Jesus and Fishing for People may be chaliging, but it shouldn’t be complicated!

During the day you'll catch a vision for multiplygmew disciples, new groups, and new churches tinatie is
NoPlaceLeft (Romans 15:23).

What you'll learn:
« How to connect with people who are far from God
» How to share your story and the gospel story inrdagious way
« How to make disciples using a simple method ofaliscy bible study
+ How to find Persons of Peace
« You'll put these skills into practice during a shiveld experience

If you want to learn, and turn learning into actitren NoPlaceLeft: Getting Started will help youymur way.
However, experience has shown that ongoing suppecguragement, and accountability are requireddocess.

NoPlaceLeft is a vision that is capturing peoplgiaginations all around the globe. In AustraliaP\NaceLeft is a
growing coalition of Christian leaders, organiza@nd churches committed to pursuing Multiplicatio
Movements.

This training day is being hosted by Glenmore Parglican Church. A team of experienced trainerd faitilitate
the training. They are:

« Ryan Sherring — Global Church Movements, Campusdtte for Christ Australia
« Andrew and Mindy Pyman — Praxeis
« Craig Hamilton — Glenmore Park Anglican Church
« Tim Scheuer — Move Mission Inc
Details:
Time: 9:30am — 4pm, Saturday 22 August
Venue: Glenmore Park Anglican Church, Cnr. Williedowell Drive & Pritchard Place, Glenmore Park
Cost: $30 includes lunch
Who For? Anyone who loves God, loves others, aratsvin make disciples!

Iimportant Tips for Those Who Marry

KEEP GOD FIRST!
PRAY TOGETHER! e oo
NOT MERELY A
RESPECT & HONOR
ENCH OTHER! FEELING
ENCOURAGE EACH A ATEMENT YOR
OTHER TO GROW YOUR MARRIAGE
TOGETHER! 2 FAMILVT
READ THE BIBLE / |/ . DONDT LET OTHERS
TOGETHER AS — ’ *  COME BETWEEN
MUCH AS POSSIBLE! V0U&OLR
BE SWIFT T0 HEAR '
] PROTECT & HONOR
& SLOW TO SPERK! YOUR MARRIAGE
TAKETIMETO  VOWS!
COMMONIGATE
WITH EACH OTHER!

(forwarded to us by Ps. Jonathan Darma)
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Theology of the Body with Eva Tarchichi - 8th Septe  mber

“Have you searched for God and felt that you ordyeh discussions, question time and reflection.

part of the answers? Have you ever wondered WHY thgop overs the essentials of what makes us human,

Catholic Church teaches what it does? Do you feel twhat gives our life meaning. We explore masculinity

sgparaﬂon betwee_n your head and your heart n y(?HFnininity, what it means to be incarnate beingd aur
faith? Are you curious about what makes Cathol®s §j4ing pefore original sin. We uncover our desizes
different from other faith traditions? yearnings and place them where they belong inaitir. f

St John Paul 1l provides the most profound anditspirWWe look into responding to God's call to each otas
filled insights into the hunger and yearning of thenan enter into a deeper relationship with him. We cdme
heart for God. He does this most obviously in hagky understand how to set our eyes on heaven. We discus
'Man and Woman He Created Them: A Theology of thaur struggles and reflect on our personal wounds an
Body'. Join us with Eva Tarchichi, a student tauigint how these bring us closer to Christ not further. fdtis
Christopher West at the Theology of the Body In&tit on specific scripture that reveal God to us such as
Pennsylvania USA, who will help to introduce thisGenesis, Ephesians, Song of Songs and Tobit."

major work. There will be opportunities to learnthwi

. : . www.tobaustralia.com.au
other like-minded people through presentations,

YOUR INVITATION

You are invited to a free introductory talk abolie®logy of the Body presented by Eva Tarchichi aesbay night
8th September 2015 from 7.30~9:15pm at Our Lady dbood Counsel, 9 Currie Rd Forestville, Sydneyin the
Parish Centre behind the church building.

On-street parking is available, tea and coffee fed, there will a time for questions and answers.

THEOLOGY FOR EVERYONE

Theology of the Body is a theology for everyonel Biman beings, by our common humanity and digrarg
capable of living and understanding the theologgu an be single, married, divorced, separatedsemvated, a
teenager, a child, male or female.

Any body can find value in the messages containddé theology.

If you are capable of giving and receiving loverth@u are already living the theology. Everyoneapable of
giving and receiving love, therefore, the theolagythe body applies to you. You do not need to havheology
degree. All you need is to have an open heart and ta the messages contained in the theology.

All aspects in the theology are based on the wofdesus of Nazareth. He then shows us the meaiiogr lives
through his very existence and his reference td#gnning of time. We exist on purpose — we areacoidents of
nature. Give yourself time to journey through thedlogy that St Pope John Paul Il spent yearsngritit is a
great resource for assisting all people to a deepeerstanding of who we are. With this theology say,
“l am, therefore | think

L

MAN AND WOMAN HE CREATED THEM:
A THEOLOGY OF THE BODY

SA
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Eva Tarchichi - My Testimony

| first heard ofTheology the Bodywhile studying at music and film into each of our sessions. Our a®urs
the Australian Catholic University in 2001. Onemy also had a concert with two recording artists whitien
professors briefly mentioned it and | was enthdallemusic inspired by TOB, a talent night and greatetab
This was the catalyst for my fascination with TAB. discussions. All of this mixed in with plenty ofrté for
was struck by the idea that the Church has inexe&t individual prayer, Mass, confession and adoratitwad
beautiful, open and candid teachings about lifgglo found the opportunity | was looking for to discusd
sex and marriage. It was at a time in my life (neyyv learn more about TOB with other people who were as
early 20s) when | had questions. | wanted factsager as myself.

answers and opportunities to determine what thé# trurhese experiences allowed my soul to dance and my
is. | wanted to make conscious decisions about Whissjon for life to reinvigorate. | journeyed tetb.S.
was morally right and wrong. | was eager to fingyr the five-day conference to gain a greater ageper
inspiration and material of interest relevant to lifg understanding of Theology of the Body from a world-

and the official Church teachings. renowned expert in this field and to allow
Upon hearing of the Theology of the For the first time Christ to enter and ignite my heart. It is
Body, | researched the term and camejy my Jife | began very easy to learn facts and memorise the

upon an American theologian named
Christopher West. | read that he had

accepted responses to various dilemmas,

to understand but how many times in our busy lives do

made it his life's work to unpack the Why the Church we take the time to allow truths to
Theology and make it accessible to thet€aches what She penetrate our hearts and invite a change
ordinary lay person. Copies of his talks does on major for the better?

were available and shipped to me. issues to do with The connection of the mind and heart,
For the first time in my life | began to human sexuality facing painful wounds and allowing
understand why the Church teaches what healing to take place was what | was

She does on major issues to do with human sexuakarching for. In thirty hours, we explored jusbuai
(such as contraception, abortion, divorce ar@lery aspect of Catholicism in a perspective thzd
homosexuality) and why these have not changed “witlever encountered before. We focused on the differe
the times.” A wonderful aspect of Theology of théypes of love and the versions offered in our wovite
Body is that it is a non-judgmental and inclusiyealh learned more about the fundamental place of Mary in
persons — a closer picture of how | believe thgioal our faith. We encountered forgiveness in a truly
and authentic Jesus would have been. The unfodunatithentic way, and we came to value the vocatidns o
thing about my internal discovery was that no olse e the religious and the celibate life as inspiratiaiadher
around me knew anything about it. This limited myhan a deficit.

discussions at a time when | was so excited abQiiyas inevitable that by seeing vulnerability arzav
discovering it myself. emotion in each other true friendships with otheese
Seven-and-a-half years passed before | heard #@teutforged. This enabled me to have a deeper awareness
Theology of the Body or Christopher West again. Orend the appreciation that we are all truly compasion

day while discussing with my parish youth groupathi the journey of life.

World Youth Day 2008 events to attend, | saw th&jnce my first Immersion course in 2009, | haverbee
Christopher was giving three talks across Sydneyad gjying talks to members of the public as well aarsiy
fortunate enough to attend two of the talks withrenomy fajth with friends and family. Across Sydney, r@o
than three thousand people. My interest in TOB Wagople are aware of this major work and forums radou
reignited! However, apart from obtaining more CDghe theology are growing. In other parts of the ldjor
and books, | felt the absence of a close avenpargue TOB is spreading at an increasing rate. This thiols
more learning and relationships in this area. very comprehensive and will need some time to be
Thankfully, more Australians were introduced tanpacked.

Theology of the Body through World Youth Day 200§ js my hope that the Theology of the Body wiltarm

and | was able to join a group that was travelafighe  marriage preparation programs, marriage counselling
way to U.nlted States to attend the first instaln@rthe  gng general education opportunities especially
Certification Program; TOB 1 “Head and Heart” regarding choice in a healthy sexuality. This tbgglis
Immersion Course. Altogether, there were 93ot only for married people. It is for anyone who
participants from Ireland, Canada, Mexico and déff¢  searches for truth, for the meaning of their lifeda
parts of the US. Together we unpacked and explorgdswers regarding the reasons why certain beliefs a
the approximately 500 pages of inspiring, lif§gued.

nliE ) ke ol S 2o sl el UL 1 S0 s Find out more! You will never see the world the sam
Christopher incorporated cultural references frofyay again.
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Daily Prayer Calendar for September
- Charity and Not for Profit Welfare

(Compiled by Bjorn Schmid)

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good and Hisayer
endures forever. Intercede before the throne afegod our
Lord - the Giver of Life, the Lord of the Harvest

Day in September

Prayer Support

1 Pray that God calls many to intercede for Hispbeto
serve those with physical, emotional and spirituals
needs in the community
Job 30:25 Have | not wept for those in trouble?

Has not my soul grieved for the poor?

2 Pray that those called to pray will respond aad b
faithful in prayer
1 Thessalonians 5:16-28 Rejoice always, pray
continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

3 Pray that the physical, mental and spiritual thea
intercessors will be strengthened so that theyado n
become weary or despondent
Proverbs 27:17 As iron sharpens iron, So one person
sharpens another.

4 Pray for spiritual wholeness and holiness in¢hos
called for intercession, so that the enemy will be
prevented from diverting and deceiving intercessors
Ephesians 5:10,11 Try to find out what would please
the Lord, take no part in the barren deeds of darkness,
but show them up for what they are.

Births and Calling

5 Pray that God will bestow the heart of servide in
more people even as He forms them in their mothers
wombs so that all their lives they are drawn tghel
others in need
Psalm 139:1314 For you created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother’'s womb. | prgce
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made, your
works are wonderful, | know that full well.

6 Pray that God will bestow gifts of wisdom and
discernment on people called for service so that th
wisely use resources entrusted to them
Luke 2:40 And the child grew and became strong; he
was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on
him.

7 Pray that those called of God for service will be
protected and nurtured in Godly ways through their
childhood and youth
1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 Do not quench the Spiodt. D
not treat prophecies with contempt but test them all;
hold on to what is good, reject every kind of evil.

8 Pray that the called for service will encounted ae
inspired by the right people during their develapin
years and be given the opportunities to serve
Colossians 3:16-17 Let the message of Christ dwell
among you richly as you teach and admonish one
another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and
songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratiud
your hearts. And whatever you do, whether in ward o

deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesusngivi
thanks to God the Father through him.

9 Pray that the enemy's purpose to steal, killdesdroy
the chosen of God be thwarted and turned to God's
glory; that children are born and raised to serve God
rather than be aborted, abused or deceived away fro
their calling.

Psalm 91

10 Research and pray flacal charities and welfare
groups in your suburb or local government area.
Partners and Family

11 Pray that families will be held together in Godord
and grace and protected from deception and mistrust
from without
Matt 7:18-20 A good tree cannot bear worthlesstfrui
neither can a rotten tree produce fine fruit. Evese
not producing fine fruit gets cut down and throwtoi
the fire. Really, then, by their fruits you willoagnize
those men.

12 Pray that families will be glad to see theirdtgn
called for service and support them as they are abl
Psalm 37:25-26 | was young and now | am old, yet |
have never seen the righteous forsaken or their
children begging bread. They are always generous an
lend freely, their children will be blessed.

13 Pray that those called for service with a mdrpartner

will meet and marry a person who will support aoid

them in service

Proverbs 31:20 She opens her arms to the poor and

extends her hands to the needy.

Pray that those called for service and arerane

single will be consoled and compensated in their

calling

2 Thess 2:16,17 May our Lord Jesus Christ himsadf a

God our Father, who loved us and gave everlasting

comfort and good hope by means of undeserved

kindness, comfort your hearts and make you firm in
every good deed and word.

Anointing & Commissioning

Pray for an increase in commitments by peoplsgo

and old to share the gospel of Christ through servi

communities, in both direct involvement and in
administration, and pray for their guidance toriigat
organisations to prepare them, send them, and guppo
them in their calling

Mark 10:21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. One

thing you lack,'he said. Go, sell everything yave

and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven. Then come, follow me."

Pray for fervour in those who make these comanitis

to stick to their promise, to prepare themselves

appropriately, and to habitually seek God for gnaa
in all they do

James 1:22-25 Become doers of the word and not

hearers only, deceiving yourselves with false

reasoning. For if anyone is a hearer of the wonad a

(continued next page)
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Transforming Sydney & Prayer Strategy for the Sp

Daily Prayer Calendar for Sept. -

not a doer, this one is like a man looking at hasunal
face in a mirror. For he looks at himself, and lodf
goes and immediately forgets what sort of man he is
But he who peers into the perfect law that beldngs
freedom and who persists in it, this man, becagse h
has become, not a forgetful hearer, but a doehef t
work, will be happy in his doing it.

Pray for spiritual gifts and fruit to be mantkdin

those who have committed to serve communities; let

God be glorified through these graces and may His
heart be revealed to those in need

1 Timothy 4:11-14 Command and teach these things.
Don't let anyone look down on you because you are
young, but set an example for the believers indpee
in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. ...Dot
neglect your gift, which was given you through
prophecy when the body of elders laid their hans o
you.

Pray for those who are serving in the communities now;
that they continue to trust in the Lord and that He
shows them daily miracles of provision and mercy so
that they are encouraged and praise Him

Matthew 6:31-33 So do not worry, saying, ‘What khal
we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shalew
wear?’ For the pagans run after all these thingsda
your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But
seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, dind a
these things will be given to you as well.

Research and pray foharities and welfare groups in
your city or region/surrounding towns.

Leadership and Mentoring

Pray for the leadership of welfare and charity
organisations; pray for their hearts to always be close to
God and his will and wisdom so that they have a
maximum impact to reach the needs of communities
and glorify God

psalm 23

Pray for the leaders of missions and brancledfithat
they are good custodians of the people and reseurce
under their care, and always reflecting the nadfire
Christ

Titus 1:7-9 Since an overseer manages God’s
household, he must be blameless—not overbearing, no
quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, notwiple
not pursuing dishonest gain. Rather, he must be
hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self
controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. He mbasid
firmly to the trustworthy message as it has beenitg

so that he can encourage others by sound doctrie a
refute those who oppose it.

Pray that leaders will be or will appoint mestand
coaches to all staff in to encourage them

Hebrews 10:24-25 And let us consider how we may
spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not
giving up meeting together, as some are in thethatbi
doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more
as you see the Day approaching.

Legal Passage, Favour and Provision

Pray for doors to open to let God's people daite

25

27

heres of Influence Newsletter - August 2015

Charity and NFPW (...continued)

serve the communities, that there are no legal
impediments, and that they receive favour from chur
and civil authorities

Exodus 3:21 And | will make the Egyptians favorably
disposed toward this people, so that when you leave
you will not go empty-handed.

24 Pray for unity between Churches and Christian

organisations and the total defeat of competitive
attitudes so that the gospel of Christ is unimpeded
Pray for generous hearts in both Christians ansktho
who do not yet believe, to provide all that is reséor
organisations and missions to provide their seraiu

to pay their people a reasonable remunerationago th
they can sustain themselves and their families
Deuteronomy 15:11 There will always be poor people
in the land. Therefore | command you to be open
handed toward your brothers and toward the poor and
needy in your land.

2 Corinthians 9:7 Each man should give what he has
decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly oden
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

Pray that funding an other resources are bewvegted

in now for future use in welfare and charity missions;

pray for protection from theft, misuse and corrapti
Deuteronomy 14:28-29 At the end of every threesyear
bring all the tithes of that year's produce andrstib in
your towns, so that the Levites (who have no adotm
or inheritance of their own) and the aliens, the
fatherless and the widows who live in your towng ma
come and eat and be satisfied, and so that the LORD
your God may bless you in all the work of your land
Research and pray for the charities and wetfeoveps
that operate across Australia

Bibles and Teaching Materials

Pray for the production of quality bibles, dieship
guides, educational and practical self-help mdtein
all languages that are needed where God is sehtiing
people so that they are able to use and distribetse
free to all who will benefit from them

2 Timothy 3:14-17 But as for you, continue in wya
have learned and have become convinced of, because
you know those from whom you learned it, and how
from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make you wise for salvation tigfou
faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breaitend

is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting anaiiming

in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Praise and Thanksgiving

28 Col 3:17 Whatever you are doing, whether you speak

or act, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus
giving thanks to God the Father through him.

29 Research and pray for the Australian charitiek a

welfare groups that operate overseas

30 Psalm 145:3-4 Great is the Lord and most worthy of
praise; his greatness no one can fathom. One

generation commends your works to another; they tell
of your mighty acts.
Next month - OctoberHealth and Science
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f:‘ﬁ: : of
‘“‘ﬁi VO lce the Mart-yrs Serving the Persecuted Church
Life for Prisoners’ Wives

Eban is one of many women in Vietnam whose husbhads been put in prison for their outspokennedspaotest
about discrimination against Christians. She nosvdndaily struggle to support her family on her of8at one thing
she never regrets, despite her hardships, is lswand’s stand for what is right. He is currentlyvs®g eight years in
prison and won't be released until 2020. How whlke stogether with her four children, survive?

Eban is a faithful mother and brings the childrgn aarefully in the way of the Lord. Nie, her hustbamvas
sentenced to eight years’ imprisonment on 29 Octab#2 with the charge of protesting against theegament for
legal rights for freedom of religion. It is not tfiest time he has been arrested.

Nie was an evangelist and lay preacher in a chur¢he Central Highlands of Vietnam. In 2008, hesvearested
and imprisoned for six months for his evangelisrd &r encouraging people to come to church. Theegawent
claimed they must give each church member pernmnisgsicattend, otherwise the meeting would be illebat in
reality they were seeking a way to silence Nie.

During his imprisonment, they tortured Nie so battiigt he became paralysed. Eban described howntbeld use
an electric prod to paralyse his legs, and theapshis hands down and torture his finger tips bgtibg them
constantly. Once, when he was beaten around the bked started coming out his ears. Ever sinisettAuma, Nie
has not had the clarity of mind he used to hawillttakes him time to process and respond tosewsations.

After his release, Nie was told he could attendrcidbut must not preach. They warned that all bivides would
be closely monitored.

Nie is a natural leader. There was discriminatietwleen the Viethamese people and his own Ede pixgble over
their wages. At the rubber plantation where he wdrkhe Vietnamese employees received $343 perhmbout the
Ede tribal people were only paid $114 for the samek. Nie spoke out against this treatment andpihatation
owner reported him to the authorities.

A trumped-up charge was created and Nie was adrdeteilence his protest. Eban said, “My husbansl the
character to stand up for the underdog, even whdmbéw the authorities would not approve of hidgsb”

An unforgettable day

The authorities arrived at 4am while Nie was waogkéi the rubber plantation. First, they beat hinframt of Eban
and the other workers and then they handcuffedititake him away like a criminal.

Eban cried so much when she saw her husband [zeg away, this time to serve eight years in prison
Working day and night

Each morning, Eban and her son must begin worlaat Rarvesting rubber. It is hard work and they gash $71

per month. They finish work at 11am, when her soesgo school and Eban looks after the family eoféem with

her nephew until 5pm. Returning home, she feedshiidren and barely has enough time for a fewtshours of
sleep before she has to rise and walk the onejbotrey to the rubber plantation to begin work agai

How does she cope? “I try my best each day,” Elagh & cannot afford to stop work as | would natdwv how |

could feed and educate my children.”

Last November, VOM Australia sponsored Eban oniattr visit her husband in prison. She shared, lbtked

normal, but said he has pain in his legs.” Sheestpad medicine for pain relief and some massag&lm@ls faith is

still strong but he prays alone as there are ne@\es near him in the prison. He has tried to esmto other
prisoners but, as yet, none have been converted.

VOM Australia is providing funds so that Eban’s $ntaffee farm can become her main source of incemé¢hat
she need not work at the rubber plantation or Ipdo@ed any more. This will allow her more time kviter children
and enable her to support her husband’'s needssanprVOMedical will also supply funds for Nie’ssaaitment in
prison.Please pray that their situation will continue to mprove through this support.

Subscribe to our free monthly newsletter to recedagrilar testimonies from the persecuted church
https://vom.com.au/subscribe
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