Transforming Sydney Newsletter December 2014

Welcome to the eleventh edition of the newsletteof Transforming Sydney. The
focus for prayer this month is on the sphere or domin of Sport and Recreation.

Contact us: Bjorn & Lilian Schmid - info@transfornmigsydney.org or 0412 766-917

Note: articles in this Newsletter reflect the opmiand witness of the respective authors,
TRANSFORMING  vhich may or may not align with your own; consider this with Ephesians 4.:1-7 in mind.

SYDNEY

Now we are in the so-calledilly seasoiy when people suddenly stop being obsessed withiswa distract
themselves from the multitude of pressures of tjivine busy modern life, to doing all those thinigat thave been
pushed away or suppressed for the rest of the gaang, sharing, spending unusual amounts of txmé money on
and with colleagues, friends and family (and séfaurse). Not such a ‘silly season’ after all.

According to the Oxford Dictionary there are 2 mdefinitions of "recreation” in English:
[1] Activity done for enjoyment when one is not wor king. Origin is late Middle English (also in the sen  se 'mental
or spiritual consolation’): via Old French from Lat in recreatio(n-), from recreare 'create again, rene  w'.
[2] The action or process of creating something aga in. Origin is early 16th century: from re- ‘again' + creation.
(From http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/ english/recreation)

So go ahead - invest in the people around youlawsktin need: we're all family forever after all.

What's Inside...

Matthew Williamson; Sport and my walk with God

Christians in Sport; 10 tips to help you pray more

Dr. John Yates; Come Again

Julie Cummings; Jesus ... the Life Transformer

Bjorn Schmid; Prayer & Mission Summit Australia 2017 - ChristmasMoney

John Robb; Why Not Here, Lord? Faith-filled Prayer Breakthghs

Voice of the Martyrs; Praying for the Persecuted Church

David Rowsome; The Canberra Declaration - ‘A Wake-Up Call to Aes€lhristians’
Bjorn Schmid; My notes from an interview with Stan Longinis, Wid@hampion Kickboxer on Inside Edge
Marriage Week; Media Release - Marriage & Divorce in 2013

Ps Jonathan Darma; Holy Spirit
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¥ Ann Outred; Daily Prayer Calendar for January Pray for Families
From January, this newsletter will also incorpordtee National Prayer Strategy for the Ten Domains
www.tendomains.org & https://www.facebook.com/groups/10domains/
We pray you have a peaceful Christmas and New Year.

Sport and my walk with God

By Matthew Williamson

I have been playing football since | was very yolikg most kids do. By the time | was around 10rgeald |
became a goalkeeper and I suddenly fell in love with the sport; I had a desire to play professionally one day.

Around this time Helen lvicevich was prophesisimgia event in Manly, my parents decided to takeafoag and |
ended up getting a prophecy. | was told that | @wadeak to many people about God in locker rooisralind the
world and as | heard these words | realised that Waould use me through my talent in football tocle@eople for
his kingdom. So | decided to pursue football ahdd the ego to do it, as mum said ‘I acted likeaswsod's gift to
football.” | was selected for a representative tearmnder 11's and from there | played for Manlyitgd for the
next couple of years.

Though by the age of 14 | occurred a setback ircamger and although | made into a rep team out aidhie same
level | noticed that my ego and my confidence wegleted. | started to get anxious before gamesadiriccould

think about was making mistakes. | then broke nmiydhearly in the season for the second time in teary and the
recovery for this time was a lot longer. | endedhaping a good season though after my injury falyaled, but |

(continued on Page 2)
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Sport and my walk with God (...continued)

was then faced with another setback: being dropgdtis team.

| was then club-less and could not find a clulivas here that | considered quitting football amdiost signed with
a very low division team just to play, but me ang mum kept praying and asking for answers and [tdbimk
without the courage my mum gave me to continueha It would be still be playing football at a hitgvel. God
then delivered and | was called up by a team Itheilbd with two weeks prior (to sign with). Althgh the team was
in the division below where | had played the pregigear | was still very grateful to have a clubtdrted off really
well in this new club but my anxiousness from teason before was still very much present and timg thith
anxiety is even though you think it's not havingisu
ven though you a large impact, it does. Coaches notice you and too
g such a large impact, it much anxiety stops you from performing to the best
notice you and too much anxiety of your a_bllltles due to constant stress of failithg
. was causing myself to be overtaken by fear.
0s you from performing to the best of your _ .
abilities due to constant stress of failing. | was As the season went on we won the championship
: and were promoted to a higher division. Due to the
causing myself to be overtaken by fear. coach telling me | was signed | decided to stay wit
the club, but when trials were over | was dropped
and again faced another setback. | kept asking ®bdt | had done or what | wasn't doing that wassaag me to
constantly fail. | then remember mum telling me h@ad doesn't give us more then we can handle atdttis just
the devil challenging my faith. | remember mum shmyme James 1:1Blessed is the man who perseveres under
trial, because when he has stood the test, her@dive the crown of life that God has promisethtise who love
him.” This scripture basically laid out what was goiadhappen if | kept at my football.

After weeks of searching | found a club again ia #ame league. | had a great season at this dutagain |
continued to be anxious and almost did not beliewghat | was doing, so even though we had worgthed final |
was dropped from this team after the season was Byehis time | realised what was wrong and iastef feeling
sorry for myself and wondering what went wrongot myself up and | got into another team straighay

| had realised what my problem was: it wasn't latkalent, it was my lack of love for the sport amg lack to do
well and to want to become a professional. Aftgrezbencing so many setbacks | had unconsciougiynyiself that
| didn't really want to play professional footbalhd in
doing this | lost my love for the sport.

So in the next season | totally focused on enjoyuhat |

of the season | wasn't dropped and | decided tofain =i
higher division. | got help for my anxiety probleamd |
made it into an U20 premier league 1 team whichnis *
age group above and | have been asked to triakfo”

team.

I have my love back for football again and | amitgyvlife
and although | have not started evangelising thromg
football yet, | believe now that all my areas ameplace < . = <

and as | start to develop my relationship with Guelwill =~ e |
reveal to me how to do this.

Matt Williamson in goal

centre for public christianity beyond retigion

The Centre for Public Christianity (CPX) is a not-for-profit media company that offer Christian perspective on
contemporary life. We seek to promote the publidarstanding of the Christian faith by engaging rseam
media and the general public with high quality amell-researched print, video and audio materialuatibe
relevance of Christianity in the 21st century.

Check latest events hetdtp://publicchristianity.org/about
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Christians in Sport - 10 tips to help you pray more

(Originally posted 11/11/2014 on Christians in 3pavww.christiansinsport.org.uk)
Here are 10 tried and tested ways to rememberipmore:

1. Prayer card. Write three names of people you are praying fothenback of a prayer card (you can get one
from any Christians in Sport staff member or contae office for one and we'll
pop it in the post) and put it in your wallet/puseon your mirror so that you see it
all the time. When you see it, remember to praytur friends.

2. Prayer journal. It's great to keep a prayer journal for the grokpch time
you meet and pray write down who you pray for aftwour prayers are. It can
be an amazing encouragement to look back and se&lbd has been at work and
also a challenge to keep investing in and prayamgogople, and not to give up on
them.

3. Pick up a stone.On one side put the names of your friends in Sjponh your
prayer card. Put the stone on your pillow and wjinmove it each night and put it back each mornimay
for the people on the stone! Remember that Godghtmto save!

4. Photos. Put photos of your friends on your wall, or aslpaber on your computer or phone. When you see
the photos pray for them.

5. Plan. One reason we don'’t pray is because we don’t jglgoray! Think about each day and plan when you'll
put time aside to pray (it might be different eaely but work out a weekly plan).

6. Group prayer. If you meet as a group it is good to have a chawmt focus each session, in which you all
' spend time praying for one person’s club in theugrd'hat person can explain a bit
about the club they play in, what the atmospherékes what the players and
manager/coach is like, what temptations there tareaad any specific requests that
they have.

7. Texts/calls. Whenever someone rings you up or texts you, whypnay for
them? Once you've finished the call or repliedhe text thank God that he made
them and loves them!

8. Fast. Why don’t you decide to fast for a period each kvgeaybe 1 or 2 meals
or the TV or something else) and use the time &y for your friends.

9. String. Have a piece of string and tie it somewhere sdllysee it each day (sports bag, somewhere in your
room, steering wheel of your car!) Every time ye@e she piece of string
pray for your friends on your prayer card.

S o CHRISTIANS IN. B0
10. Daily routine. Do you pass a tall building or landmark? If so néneer
you see it look up and remember that God reignay fmat He would P RT

reign in your life and in the lives of your frienitssport.

Genr8 is the premier provider of School Chaplains in NSW, managing over 150 Federal Government
Funded School Chaplaincies.

Genr8 partners with schools in the recruitment, training, supervision and ongoing professional
development of School Chaplains.

This ensures the placement of high quality Chaplains who are well equipped to
support young people and strengthen local communities.

: Transforming Sydney is partnering with Gener8 to bring awareness of the role
of Chaplains and the need for SRE teachers.

genera Te For more information and how to help please go to

http://www.genr8.org.au/

1 5
I
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Come Agalin

(Written by D. John Yates, 30 November 2014)

Awakening lIsa 64.19; Ps 80:1-7, 1749; 1 Cor 1:1-9; Mark 13:24-37

Introduction

I cannot recall a sermon topic which has been rabeechallenge to my own spirituality than this okéth teaching on the
Second Coming of Jesus occupying about 10% of & Nestament this subject is obviously very impartsm God.
Unfortunately the Church tends to swing between ature extremes as far as the Return of Christrisermed.

As an impressionistic new believer attending a &agtal Church in the 70’s we were taught thaiGbkel War would lead
to Armageddon and the End of the world. Readihg Late Great Planet Eartla book that sold 28 million copies, | heard
that Jesus would come back before 1988 and | &it gscared. What about this recent picture of ghdpoking African
riding a bike with a huge poster “Jesus Is ComiragkB on its handle bars. He is much closer to thietsof the New
Testament than most of us sophisticated Westerdessis repeatedly says in the book of Revelatibmnt coming
soon” (3:11; 22:7, 12, 20). Hebrews takes it as a matter of fact that believers are “eagerly” awaiting the coming of Christ
(Heb 9:28; cf. Tit 2:13).

The gap between these biblical affirmations andomntemporary experience is huge, Australian Ghristregularly recite
the Creed “He will come again in glory to judge tiving and the dead”, but what practical differeroes this testimony
make to our lives. When was the last time someskedayou why your life is “different” from the awgye and you gave an
answer in terms of your hope in the Second Coming (1 Pet 3:15)? John’s pastoral exhortation should hold our attention;
“And now, little children, abide in him, so that i he appears we may have confidence andhotk from him in shame
at his comind. (1 John 2:28). Ambitions to see the kids/grandkid

grow up are real, plans to enjoy retirement andefrare real, - ] ]
study and work goals are real etc. but the Retéittesus to End Ambitions to see the kIdS/grand.kldS
the world just doesn’t seem real. The Lord warngthat coldness grow up are real, plans to enjoy
towards his Return would happen. retirement and travel are real, study and

Time work goals are real etc. but the Return of
Let me start with a very perplexing scripture; “But concerning that XSSt RteN=a s Risl=R''(6¢[s just doesn’t seem
day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angdisaven, nor

the Son, but only the Father.” (Mark 13:32). Jesosnally talks real. The Lord warned us that coldness
confidently of his knowledge of the Father (John 5:20 cf. 15:1; towards his Return would happen.

Matt 11:27), but here he explains the Father hniionally not

revealed to him the time of his Return. Jesus eplyelonging to come back cleanse to end all suffeand sin and to
perfect his Bride the Church (Eph 5:28B-2 Pet 3:11-13; Rev 19:6-10; 21:1-4); yet he remains in submission to his Father
about the secret timing of his Return. Whilst ifaslish to attempt to calculate the time of the@wl Coming, to get on
with life as though it can never happen in our lifetime is just as unwise; and this is the problem of our Church today

Awake

Christ warns us of the urgent need for watchfulness; “33 Beware keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.
34 1t is like a man going on a journey, when hevésahome and puts his slaves in charge, each wsthvbrk, and
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 3%fdrerkeep awake for you do not know when the master of the house
will come...36 or else he mafind you asleepvhen he comes suddenly. 37 And what | say to yesayl to all:Stay
awake” (Mark 13:33-37). The sort of alertness Jesusimasind is clarified by the story of the discipliesGethsemane.

“34 And he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awaké.35...he threw himself on the
ground and prayed...36...“Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but
what you want.” 37 He came and found them sleeping; and he said...*...Could you not keep awakene hour? 3&eep
awakeand pray that you may not come into the timeiaf.tr” (Mark 14:34-38).

Every Sunday we pray “Save us from the time of'that like the disciples asleep in Gethsemaneéfare not on alert for
the return of our Master we have already submitbetbmptation. Spiritual slumber is a surprisingleryday affair. Jesus
said, “in Noah’'s day. 38 ...before the flood, the pleowere eating and drinking, marrying and givimgmarriage...
39 People didn't realize what was going to happatil the flood came and swept them all away. Thahe way it will be
when the Son of Man returns.” (Matthew 24:37-39)e Budden judgement of God will come on people bectuse they
are murderers, robbers or rapists, but simply kexdhey are too preoccupied with the cares of lif@sto care about
Christ's Return as Judge (Mark 4:19). Let me patithportance of anticipating Jesus’ Return in agotay.

Knowing he faces martyrdom Paul writes; “there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, will award to me on the day he returns, ant only to me but also to all who hal®ved and longed for his
appearing (2 Timothy 4:7-8). Paul loves and longs for thet&®n of Jesus because it will mean the marvelbonspletion

(continued next page)
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of the purpose for which God created the world.aAgung man the search for the meaning of lifelpelove me crazy,
especially when | had been drinking. But then | des$us, and the reason why | was born, studied, l#ter married,
worked, had children, ministered and so on wasalede Jesus came, suffered, died, rose from the atehis coming back
so that we might share in the eternal love thahd® enjoyed with the Father from eternity (Johr23726). If most of the
Australian church functions as if there was no &dcGoming it is because we do not know the deept loé&5o0d. To go
deeper with God we must understand God the Faghiireaultimate answer to everything.

Father

The speaker in Isaiah who so boldly cries out to God; “Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,” does so at a
time when it seems like the anger of the Lord ledesl on stricken Israel. Instead of throwing ésds up in despair this
man of faith appeals to the most fundamental relationship we can ever have with God; “But now, O LORD, you are our
Father, we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.” (Isa 64:1, 5, 8). As in Isaiah’s day, the
deepest revelations of God as Father come to us winecircumstances suggest he has abandoned us.

Whilst the disciples fell asleep in Gethsemane dgsayerfully remained on guard and met the Fatharmarvellous way.
Though his grief was so great that he felt he wasgdthen and there he addressed God in an exoapteay, “Abbal
Father!” “Dear, dear, Father!” (Mark 14:34, 36)esuds knew that the Father had sovereignly setadhdub circumstances
and time of his death just as he has marked the exact time of his Return (Mark 13:32; John 3:16; Gal 4:4; Acts 2:23). The
sovereign Father, who alone knows why we have hegting 2000 years for Jesus to come back, is kniowthe intimacy
of “Abba” in the midst of terrible (apocalyptic)iats when the whole world seems to be in convulsiad all outward
evidence, the evidence of terror, violence, disease and neglect, suggest that God is full of anger (Isa 64:5, 9; Ps 80:4). The
deep human conviction that God is an angry Fatkglaas Jesus’ prediction “will not God grant justito his chosen ones
who cry to him day and night? Will he delay longhielping them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly grajoistice to them. And
yet, when the Son of Man returns, will he find fiaitn earth?’ (Luke 18:7-8)!

Peter long ago prophesied of the times in which we live; “scoffers will come in the last days...saying, “Where is the promise

of his coming? From before the times of our anesesteverything has remained the same since thedweals first
created.” (2 Peter 3:3-4). People just get on Wfthas though this world will go on and on andlm®tause there is no one
coming who will bring justice to the earth (Acts:37%).

Spirit

Praying last Wednesday here in church | came adhissscripture which speaks directly to our stieggto sense the
importance of the Second Coming. “29 Do not usenfigirwords, but only helpful words, the kind thatild up ...so that
what you say will do good to those who hear youA3d do not make God's Holy Spirit sad; for the Spirit is God's ...
guarantee that the Day will come when God willysai free.” (Eph 4:29-30). Negative thinking and ageg grieves the
Holy Spirit so wecannotsense his joy and anticipation in revealing tdahasreality of the Return of Christ. The Bible stor
culminates in these words addressed to Jesus; “The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.”” (Rev 22:17). No one who has
negativity, resentment, bitterness or anger inrtheart can ever hear the Spirit's happy voicerglbut to Jesus toome
back Our Church is full of people whose traumatic kfgperiences are blocking a spontaneous spiribugihg for Jesus to
Return. Let me list some traumas.

Unless you have already received a miracle of ileating: if you have suffered domestic abuse ymart will not thrill at
the prospect of being eternally married to Jesus; if you have endured verbal abuse the thought of having Christ’s thoughts
filling your mind will not be inspirational; if you have had the trauma of sexual abuse the notion of unlimited intimacy with
Jesus cannot excite you; for those who have suffered physical abuse the thought of losing all control over your own when the
Lord returns life is not a happy one. A few of ue apenly aggressive people, others are simplyiyedgsaggressive, some
of us are angry at God for not rescuing us frorardhie situation, a few are enraged about whagjgpening to others and
there is no one to defend them. Many regular ctygers deep down feel that the Father of Jesusappointed with them
and have no desire to meet him at the judgemehthéde natural human responses to pain cut ofihp@ring revelation of
the soon Return of Christ.

Since | believe that God is always speaking tohusugh current
No one who has negativity, resentment events | need to say something about the Phillighds tragedy.
. ) o ’ The mass national outpouring of grief is a signt thar deep
bitterness or anger in their heart can ever national ethic of a “Fair Go!” has been radicalljalienged.
hear the Spirit's happy voice calling out Aussies believe if it's not fair it's not right arlderefore it should
to Jesus to come back. Our Church is full never happen. It's just not fair that talented rygpweople die.
e oo Tovmrere T Christians must with boldness proclaim that muchlifef isn’t
fair, on the surface it does not look like Godag,fand the only

of people whose traumatic life

experiences are blocking a spontaneous guarantee that fairness will prevail is that Jésusoming back to
spiritual longing for Jesus to Return. judge the living and the dead and his kingdom e no end.

(continued on Page 4)
L]
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Come Again (...continued)

That Jesus will Return full of the righteous ang€&his Father to cleanse the world of all thatlisisive, destructive and
unfair is a core part of the gospel (2 Thess1DbJames 1:19-20). A gospel which encourages the followers &udeby
these words to live with supreme confidence; “ you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Ghi8swho will sustain you to
the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesudsthi1 Cor 1:7-8).
Conclusion
That Jesus is coming back soon is measurelessrgoaesl and the only real hope for a world smittersiif§ering, terror and
death. When Paul wants to explain to the Church hasv“that you may not grieve as others do wheehao hope” he
expounds the Second Coming (1 Thess 4:13). Ouityatgilimpart hope in the midst of suffering halleia a long way since
Paul's day. After the 9/11 disaster there was kespi church attendance in America, but withinsianths there were less
church-goers than before. Why? Because the WeSteunch has lost the power of the hope of the Retfi@hrist (1 John
3:2-3). We are like a Bride who does not expect@Grom to turn up at the altar, like an abusedgrerst expecting justice
from a Judge or like an innocence person antigigatiey will be declared guilty by a tribunal. Gedntire reputation as
holy and just rides on the Return of Christ. At #mel of Revelation, a book which with unique povedis the story of the
vile abuses of human history and the trail of bleddnjustice flowing from persecution, there asisegreat and unified
reply from the saints of God to the words of Je€us: Lord says,
“Surely I am coming soon.” The Church replies; “Amen. Come, | need to say something about the Phillip
:;‘“d JESUS!” (Rel" 225;0)-'_ 4 and alse know thativdesire ¢ Hughes tragedy. The mass national
you know you love the Lord and also know thatiydesire to see : A ‘
him come back is weak, we need to ask him to séndpirit so Outpour!ng of gr|.6f s Slgr,] that our
that we really and truly want him to come back socnd for those deep national ethic of a “Fair Go!” has
who amongst us who have no interest at all in toelamation that been radically challenged. Aussies
Christ will come again in glory to judge the livignd the dead, we believe if it's not fair it's not right and
will pray for you, for you are in imminent dangereolost eternity.
Grace, John.

therefore it should never happen.

Jesus ... the Life Transformer

Tadiwa

Tad is a beautiful 31 year old African woman. $hew up in Zimbabwe in a loving and caring Christfamily but at a
young age, she was sexually abused by a familpdrand by a cousin. Tad managed to shut out theames of abuse
during her childhood, but as she approached hetéains she began to recall the events and fe@frigge and anger began
to surface towards God and towards herself for \Whdthappened.

Atfter finishing school in Zimbabwe, Tad came to Aaha to attend University and it was at this tithat she made the
decision to completely turn her back on God andkwalay from everything she'd been brought up tebel She started to
make really bad decisions and began drinking akithgadrugs, which led her to a place of completthing. She was
forced to do things she would never have thoughksibée in an effort to support her drug habit and Became trapped in
this cycle of hopelessness.

Meanwhile, her parents were earnestly praying & t8he would have arguments with her Mum oveptiane as she tried
to talk sense to her daughter and encourage hé&rtbaBod, but Tadiwa would have none of it. Evaftuthough, Tad
reached rock bottom and she knew she couldn't gthisnway. Although she had people around hery there living
similar lives and her world felt empty and cold heswvas totally lost. Her Mum had told her abo@haistian show on TV
called "Your Best Life" with Ps Phil Pringle so thraght, Tad decided to turn it on. She felt stitby the message and she
felt God's love as He began to gently draw hereclgain. She picked up her Bible and startedad tke Scriptures and
hope filled her heart. The following weekend Téaglited the church. It was a big step but as sheret the doors she knew
she was 'home' and she didn't have to run anymodhe struggle was over as she said the prayerladitgmn and found
peace and healing back in the arms of Christ. kBl her life would never be the same again andvapt tears of joy as
God replaced beauty for her ashes.

A few weeks later Tad enrolled in Bible college ardently completed her first ministry trip to tR&ilippines where she
worked with young woman who had escaped the sebetréShe has a dream to move over there and wdtteiarea of
human trafficking. Tad said, 'l just want to passthe same love and healing that | got from Gbidase and see others
lives transformed like mine'.

Jeremiah 29:11: ‘for | know the plans | have fou'ysays the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and nbatm you, plans to give
you a future and a hope'.

This Christmas, let's remember to be thankful fodG great love and redeeming grace. He sent ¢issB that all might
know the hope of glory i.e. Christ in us. What@nderful reason to celebrate!

Written by Julie Cummings
Please visit our Beyond Community Palgep://www2.myc3church.net/node/105
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Prayer & Mission Summit Australia 2017
(by Bjorn Schmid, all scriptures quoted are in e International Version unless otherwise noted)
Summit Progress

| am pleased to report that on Thursday the 4tteBber, the Oversight Committee for the Summit raettie first
time. The leaders reaffirmed the vision for the 8utndiscussed how we can articulate the visionh® wider
church community, and determined that the Summiit maw be in 2017, not 2016. Please pray for uhdve
wisdom and engagement with the whole church. WEbgiimeeting again in February to work throughdbtails of
the Summit and hopefully we can release some meteelsl thereafter.

Christmas vs Money

Seriously, what so you think the world would beeli we all loved and followed Jesus and obeyed ditigple
commands to us?
If we all lived as God meant us to live, would #hdre a need for locks on our doors? Would we nedidePor
military? If the power of the Holy Spirit was maasted in all of us, would we even need hospitaldomtors, or
would there only be health advisors instead? Pgvexuld and depression be non-existent as all wdadd
concerned that no-one in our global family is withor unloved. Children would be safe everywheré ke in
total confidence that they live in a world commuyrtitat treats them as unique and cherished indaléguput also
teaches them of our responsibility to always ackedge, not man, but God as our just and loving ératRarents
would also never fear for their Children and mayes would be places of total trust as husbandswaves will
know that they will always be faithful to each atla@d to God. What else can you imagine?

All the believers were together and had everytivingpmmon. [Acts 2:44]
Above all, there’d be no need for money.
Think about it: what is money? The Oxford Dictioeardefinition of money in English:

money

NOUN

A current medium of exchange in the form of coins a nd banknotes
(http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/engfi/money)
“A current medium of exchange”, i.e. it is a meahsrading for goods or services using the denotiona that are
provided by a common financial system. As mostaf ywould be aware, bartering was the early meansading
and this practice is still carried out today insleeveloped areas of the world, but for the most peney has
replaced bartering for practical reasons (e.ghiéisl to carry round enough chickens to pay footoneycle, and the
seller can only eat so many chickens unless hesptabarter them for something else). Whether yggimoney or
bartering, the principle is always to exchange gamrdservices of equivalent value.
The currency of love has a very different valuetays- ask any serious parent if they expect anvetpit value
back from their children for that they've spenttbem: their answer would be “No”, at least for thason that their
parents also did not expect to be refunded for then upbringing. Parents do however expect todk@awledged
and respected - they advise, reward and discifieie children because they only want them to dbh wvdife.
God our Father has also paid for us

No one can redeem the life of another or give td @sansom for them - the ransom for a life is lgosto
payment is ever enough - so that they should liv®ever and not see decay. [Psalm 49:7-9]
For there is one God and one mediator between Gublmankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself
as a ransom for all people. This has now been w#ee to at the proper time. [1 Timothy 2:5-6]
... You are not your own, you were bought at a price... [1 Corinthians 6:19-20]
God also does not ask us to repay the price ofsblis- He gladly came to earth, became ‘a littledowhan the
angels’ (Hebrews 2:9) and paid our ransom withdeigth in order that we could be restored to Hindoksn't stop
there - He still offers us so much more (1 Coriatisi 2:9 etc.) All he requires from us is our obeckein love.
You can't collect love and use it to control peopkcause love is always given freely. You can'thexme it into
another currency because there is nothing of ebprvavalue. You can’t buy it from shops becausés ibnly
available from one source: God Himself. Christmas is about love incarnate; love made flesh and born in a barn.

To all who read this; grace and peace to you from our ever generous Father in heaven and Christ Jesus His son.
We pray you have a great time with Jesus and Hisifig on this celebration of His incarnation - Chrimas 2014.
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Why Not Here, Lord? Faith-filled Prayer Breakthrou ghs

(By John Robb, © 2014 Prayer Connemtw.prayerconnect.net extracts reproduced by permission)

My cell phone spurs me on each time it powers ujp WTI'&T'’s
motto, “Rethink Paossible!” Marketers, in this casae good
theologians—and Christians in the Western world ldaio well to
take this exhortation seriously.

When it comes to praying for God’s miraculous mésition, why
IS it so easy for us in the West to default togbsition of unbelief?
Why do people in the Third World seem to experiemoee of the 14/
miracle-working power of God?

&
Pl f il Peatyrr Brrodelesaphs

How can we grow in faith and pray history-shapimgyers for our
community and nation and world—and rethink pos$&ible

A few weeks ago, while | was pondering a new dgwalent that could result in a new ministry opportynsome
friends from Southeast Asia came to visit my familfhad pretty much concluded that this “possilp@artunity”
was a long shot. But in that moment of wondering, visiting friends presented my wife and me witbeautiful
pewter wall piece etched with the words, “Nothisgmpossible.” | had jumped to an unbelieving cas@n. And
their gift was a loving rebuke.

Assume the Possible

Why do we so readily assume that things will nobgoway or that they’re impossible to attain?m ¢ear the Lord
saying to me as He did to His slow, unperceptigeigles, “Where is your faith?”

Our same visiting friends had been in Myanmar ia@@ help launch the Children in Prayer movemanthiat
much oppressed nation. And in January 2011, | hadprivilege of joining hundreds of ministry leasldor a
second, similar effort. Out of those two eventsestimated 40,000 children mobilized to pray faitmation.

Nothing seemed to budge in Myanmar—spiritually ofitally—until the children began to intercedehén, in

short order, the whole nation seemed to shift. flgary junta, which had dominated the land with ieon grip,

released political dissidents from prison, inclyugihe Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi. Greater ecion freedom
was granted. Reconciliation efforts suddenly bedgetween some of the ethnic groups that the goverhhael been
fighting for many years.

Political news commentators did not know how to laxpsuch a precipitous turn-around in a nationlswy
accustomed to tyrannical oppression. But the praymistry leaders believed that “God’s secret wegpohe
prayers of children, were a major factor.

When | was with World Vision, an international humtarian and childcare organization, we witnesdezl dame
phenomenon. As director of prayer ministries, leaskeld staff in five countries to have the chadrin the program
pray for their very poor communities for one yealt.of us were astonished by the miracles that o@xzliin those
communities where the kids were praying for specieds: the infrastructural changes, such asrdiggells and
establishing new clinics, resolving community splithe healing of people with terminal illnessesd &he
prevention of terrorist invasions in the places rghtbe prayer was happening!

Staff people asked if we could renew the childregprayer effort for another year. After a secondstdiation,
people recited an even longer litany of miraclethtiowonderment of all. The Children in Prayer (Gifort spread
by word of mouth to 20 national offices, and latdrout 50 of our World Vision national offices conted
developing CiP efforts. Even after | left World a8, the prayer movement spread beyond that orgaorzwith an
estimated 75-80 countries supporting CiP effortsisTis all to the glory of the Lord who loves theayers of
children!

Learn the Children’s Secret

Why are children’s prayers so powerful? How caryteerve as a model to us more skeptical, slow-tiee
(continued next page)
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Why Not Here, Lord? (...continued)
adults?

Jesus taught that He has delegated authority teviees so we can even bring Satan down in our camtres and
nations. Jesus said He saw Satan “fall like ligigrfrom heaven” and that the authority of Jesus evihble us to
“trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcohtieeapower of the enemy” (Luke 10:18-19).

Moments later, Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, wagoicing as His people overcame the devil and ¢hou
deliverance. He joyously praised the Father foeading these things to “little children” (v. 21)pparently children
have a greater openness to receiving such a rerefadm God. The implication is that His adult ddes will be

slower to grasp such a reality unless they cuktithe same childlike hearts. In other places, Jsaigsthat the
Kingdom of God belongs to people who are like aleild and that we adults should seek to be like tfiatt. 18:2—

4, 19:14). Why? Because adults tend to be encumitisréhe baggage of doubt, fear, and wrong bejisfesns that
keep us from simply trusting God to do what He psa® to do.

We have become captive to a materialistic and npermatural worldview. We may not realize how dgepd have
become affected by this corrosive influence. Butefignore God’s promises to do the impossiblevéfwill simply
ask, trusting Him like small children dependingtbair parents),
itis as if we, in effect, have taken scissorsc¢agure.

| believe this is a major reason why serious andigent prayer | believe this is a major reason

is not on the agenda of most Christians and ministaders in | W\ ==010 =100 o[l ]S (1018 o] =/l
the West. We live in a material world seemingly tcolhed only is not on the agenda of most

by laws of nature, so we have imbibed the ideaphater makes
little or no difference.

Christians and ministry leaders in

) _ ) . the West. We live in a material
Humanism’s teaching that “man is the measure athatigs” has .
also crept into our thinking. Both are false philpisical world seemingly controlled only
teachings that cut off the realization that Gothis One in whom [ AV ER RaETIIERSeRVER g \V/E)
“we live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28). imbibed the idea that prayer

Believe We Can Change History - Get Desperate makes little or no difference.

It has been my great privilege to be part of numemational and

international prayer initiatives throughout the tddior more than two decades. Over and over agayncolleagues
and | have witnessed the stupendous works of Gaehwlis people have prayed in unity, together ratgatheir
faith. To His glory, history has literally been haped through these efforts!

Many of these prayer initiatives have happened @m wones where insoluble ethnic conflicts, full afocities,
ground on for years—where all hope had been lost.

In every case | can remember, such history-changiager initiatives have been characterized bypdmicipants’
sense of true desperation. Circumstances of wé#ersw, or corruption seemed overpowering and iggilde to
change—by human means. Christ’'s people were dtiveieek the Lord with all their hearts, realizihgre was no
other hope.

Of course, this is exactly what our God is waitfogus to do as well. He said, “If . . . you sebk t.ord your God,
you will find him if you seek him with all your hgaand with all your soul” (Deut. 4:29). | beliettas is the kind of
desperation God wants us to cultivate in the Wstause everything here is usually predictable fedable, and
convenient, we are often blind to dangers thatatiereus internally and externally, spiritually grtysically.

It is time to wake up, becoming both vigilant aresperate in praying for the Lord’s transformingaitéroughs.
Let's “rethink possible” and trust Him to do as ldeomises—far beyond all we can ask or think—in bues,
communities, and the entire world!

JOHN ROBB is chairman of the International Prayeu@cil.
He is also a member of America's National Prayem@uttee.

Complete article is on Prayer Connect magazine:
www.prayerconnect.net/magazine/issue-18-faith/whyat-here
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Praying for the Persecuted Church

"We are hardpressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair, persecuted, but
not forsaken, struck down, but not destroyed™ [2 Corinthians 4:8-9]

Donate now to Christmas Care Egypt 2@t other initiatives to help, love and encounagisecuted Christians by
providing Bibles, ministry tools, medical aid artivacacy atvww.vom.com.au/make-a-donation

-

i :
iﬁﬁvo Ice t}?g Ma rl;)/rs Servants of the Persecuted Church

Christmas Care

EGYPT 2014

Bringing joy to children of the persecuted church

- For $25, you can give a Christmas gift
- / to a child of the persecuted church in Egypt.

Why Christmas Care?

Christian children are unavoidably vulnerable wigti of persecution, experiencing trauma, grief, $taip] and
attacks because of their faith in Jesus. By spamg@ Christmas Care pack, you can share the hoggoy of
Christmas with children who are targeted for tlfiith

Seewww.vom.com.au/news/2013-christmas-care-reporand www.vom.com.au/news/the-impact-of-christmas-
care for more information.

INDIA: Christian Community Attacked by Mob of Hindu Radicals

A crowd of more than 100 Hindu extremists havechk#d and beaten a Pentecostal Christian community i
Udumalpet, the southern state of Tamil Nadu, ohNd&gember.

The Reverend K A Sathis, pastor of Konkal Martho8taurch, and four church members were hospitalised i
serious conditions. Some attackers even followedvittims to the hospital, threatening them andcking them a
second time.

Before breaking into the church, where the comnyuwids holding a prayer service, the radical groaptrbyed
more than 20 vehicles parked in the church yarcteOnside, the militants attacked those preserseaated the
altar, burned the Bibles and broke musical instnie

Sajan K George, president of the Global Councihdfan Christians (GCIC) has already asked forqmtion for the
Christian community of the state from the NatioGalmmission for Human Rights, the chief ministeffamil Nadu
and the Minister of Interior of the Central Goveremhof India.

Source: ICC, Asia News
Prayer Points
v Pray for God's healing Spirit to come upon Rever@athis and those injured.

v Pray the Lord will protect this community as thegaver and rebuild in His name.

(continued next page)
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Praying for the Persecuted Church (...continued)
v Ask the Lord to give the congregation the streragtth grace they need to love and pray for theirgoertsrs.

LAOS: Christians Purged and Arrested

The animism practised by Laos' ethnic minoritieguiees constant appeasement of spirits. When eitlappecome
Christians and stop participating in sacrifices atuhls, animists consider this a serious thrEearful and angry,
animist villagers drive Christians from their hora®d farms, expelling them from their village aedJing them
destitute.

Six ethnic Hmong families (25 individuals), recgntiriven out of their village in central Laos, atesperate to
return. The district governor, Thongsam, has agte@avestigate.

Also, seven ethnic Hmong were arrested in Laoshéath-west on 2 November after they became ChnistiFive
were released after renouncing their faith, while two who refused to recant were imprisoned. laagprisons are
squalid and torture is routine.

Source: Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin
Prayer Points

v Thank the Lord for the faithfulness of these families who have lost much for Christ’s name’s sake; pray they
will be able to return home safely and have theoopity to share the Gospel with the rest of thdiage.

v Pray the Lord will strengthen and sustain the Christians in prison; pray for their release.

v Ask God to build up the faith of those who renouhtteeir belief.

CHINA: Christian Prisoner Soon to be Released

Former bookstore employee Wenxi Li is currently estided for release from a Shanxi province prisonl8n
December.

Wenxi Li, from Beijing, had travelled to Shanxi pmoce to help local Christians open a new bookstBd@ice
raided the new business and confiscated hundrebdsaks. On 19 December 2012, Wenxi was asked t@ dom
police station to retrieve the $6,000 worth of bodkat police had seized. When he arrived, he wasediately
arrested and sent to prison. Wenxi was deniedabailsentenced to two years in prison on 17 Jund.201

The family is cautiously optimistic that he will beleased on schedule. Since his transfer to miemuprison a few
months ago, he has received better treatment atdden allowed to make sporadic five-minute callbis family.
His wife, Cai Hong Li, says he sounds encouragetisin good health.

Though she hopes he will rest, she told VOM sta#rWi Li is passionate about the bookstore minising will
likely want to return to ministry as soon as hesigased. Cai Hong asks for prayers for her husbaektase as well
as for her own health. The imprisonment has befiowdt for her.

While in prison Wenxi shared the Gospel with otinenates and several became Christians.
Source: Voice of the Martyrs USA

Prayer Points

v Pray there will be no delay in Wenxi's release. ©neleased, pray the Lord will help Wenxi and laisity
overcome their time of trial and separation.

v Pray the Lord will direct the path of Wenxi in fiigure ministry work.

v Thank the Lord for Wenxi’s faithfulness; pray the new believers in prison will grow in their understanding of
the Lord and go on to witness to others.

ﬂ Voice of the Martyrs Australia PO Box 250 LawsoMNE783 Australia
phone +61 2 4759 3700 fax +61 2 4759 3711  www.gom.au
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The Canberra Declaration
‘A Wake-Up Call to Aussie Christians’

> Are you concerned about the direction our society i S going today?
> Do you fear for the future of our children and gran dchildren?
> Is there anything we can do about it?

Yes, there is! A Call to Christian Conscience has been goinglaud and clear from the Canberya
Declaration for four years now. But more Aussiescht® hear this call so that they can play theit pa
to protect the Christian values our nation wasthyabn.

The Canberra Declaration (canberradeclaration.oygsean 856-word statement which calls Australi@ngrotect:

¥ Religious Freedom,
¥ Marriage and Family and

¥ Human Life.
These cherished Australian values are, as stattlteilCanberra Declaratiofin large measure founded on the
Judeo-Christian belief system” But sadly, these are also the values that arggtatacked and undermined on
many fronts in Australia and throughout the Westenrld. The last sentence calls all like-mindetizens to
support and sign the Canberra Declaratfon the future of our nation, and for our childrers future”. To date it
has been signed by over 50,000 Australians.

A Call of Christian Conscience

The Canberra Declaration was drafted by a crogiesecf Christian leaders. It was first read out2$July 2010
on the lawns of Parliament House in Canberra. Bszaf threatSg—mw

to redefine marriage it was released with a sefisggency just
four weeks before the 2010 federal election.

The original visionaries were inspired by the 20@@nhattan
Declaration of the USA. Like the Manhattan Dediams the
Canberra Declaration is a document by Christiam<Hristians
about the great need to appreciate and no longsivedy take for ;
granted Judeo-Christian values in our nation. Aiieg Ithe |
Manhattan Declaration the Canberra Declarationescdbed as;
‘a call of Christian conscience’ What does this mean? {

Simply put‘a call of Christian consciencas ‘a wake-up call to - - = H
the Church’. The Canberra Declaration is a wake-up call adiging cry for the Church to actlvely protect the
Judeo-Christian foundation which has made Austeatigeat place to live.

The Hour is Late

Nine years ago one of Australia
best-known geological landmar
made a big splash! It was a gr
day when one of the Twel
Apostles suddenly an
unexpectedly collapsed into
heap of rubble.

" The Canberra Declaration us' .
the word ‘undermined’ in the =
first four sections and the wor

‘erode’ in the Conclusion. (Continued next page)

Copyright 2014 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org



13 Transforming Sydney Newsletter - December 2014

The Canberra Declaration (...continued)
Many Australians are only now suddenly awakeninght realization that the Judeo-Christian foundwtiof our
society have drastically eroded and are in danbeoltapse.

A Call to Pray and Act

The Canberra Declaration, as a call of Christiansceéence calls Christians who have signed the Gembe
Declaration to pray and act through its Good Newsldes. And so signees to the Canberra Declarat®ioften
asked to write to politicians or make submissianSénate inquiries.

The Canberra Declaration acknowledges that Wesigilisation, which was built on Judeo-Christiarufalations,
has been in steep moral decline. This is notwdl td merely social, cultural, political and phodpsical forces. We
must see the battle as spiritual. The apostle Wianik,

“For though we live in the world, we do not wagerwa the world does. The weapons we fight withnate
the weapons of the world. On the contrary, theyehdivine power to demolish strongholds. We desinoli
arguments and every pretension that sets itsegginst the knowledge of God, and we take captreeye
thought and make it obedient to Christ” (2 Corirgths 10:3-5).

To this end we also encourage prayer through stipgothe National Days of Prayer and Fasting whietti
Australians to repentance. The first National DdyPrayer and Fasting (nationaldayofprayer.comfzag its
beginning at the ‘Second Canberra Declaration ydPrand Strategic Planning Consultation’, held arliBment
House on 28 February, 2011. The four National DafyBrayer and Fasting and the three 40 Days ofelPrand
Fasting (40daysofprayer.com.au) held since there Hmen strategic opportunities to positively anevgrdully
address the three focus areas of the CanberrarBgcia

A Life and Death Struggle

With God’s help and in partnership with Christiarganisations we need to vigorously contend for maligious
freedoms, for the institution of marriage and amilies and for the sanctity of human life.

The Culture of Light and Life is represented by the
thriving bushland on the left. It represents a wéayife

that is based on the truth that all human life haen
made in the image of God. The Canberra Declaration
states that every human life; male or female; young or

| old; perfect or imperfect, is precious in God’s eyes and

has equal value from conception to life’'s natural.e

The Culture of Darkness and Deathis represented by
the burnt forest on the right. It represents a ofgleath
that is seen in the deliberate taking of humanthifeugh
such things as abortion, euthanasia, destructidwiwfan
embryos, murder and suicide. These manifestatifns
death are Satan’s way to destroy those who are tinade
the image of God.

The advancing fire linein the photo is where the Culture of DarknessRadth is
overtaking the Culture of Light and Life.

The Canberra Declaration, as a call of Christiamsc@nce, encourages Christians to resist the mgdlames of

satanic lies and practises with the truth of therdMaf God, with prayer and with acts of love. Wdiéve the fire
can be extinguished. And when the billows of darloke have blown away then a new forest can begaln

More Signatures Needed

Four months ago we launchedauble Our Numbers Campaignwith a target of 100,000 signatures by our fifth

anniversary on 23 July 2015. More signatures meaoie people receiving Canberra Declaration GoodsNe

Updates. This in turn means more people prayimanting in response to the different issues thatighlight.
(continued on Page 14)
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The Canberra Declaration (...continued)

More and more these issues relate to religiouslfn@eon which all Christian values depend. So msict stake!

Please read and sign the Canberra Declaration here.
http://lwww.canberradeclaration.org.au/index.php/the canberra-declaration/read-the-declaration

Our prayer is that God by His Spirit will use tharBerra Declaration as an on-going call of Christianscience to
our Christian leaders and our fellow citizens. Wed to warn Australians, and especially our legdasout the
folly of undermining our Judeo-Christian foundasoand the wisdom of protecting and promoting thekethis

way the Canberra Declaration can be a rallying tpimin Christians all across Australia to pray aodrust and to
obey God for a transformed Australia.

(Written by volunteer, David Rowsome) Canberra Declaration

Email: withlaccord@outlook.com
Website:  www.canberradeclaration.org.au
Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/

David & Marilyn Rowsome
95 Middleton St

g"t. C;ra"a“ D 4122 Canberra-Declaration/140676265957734
AUSS'I?IQZLQI A Twitter: www.twitter/CanberraDeclara

Phone: (07) 3422 0969 Instagram: www.instagram.com/canberradeclaration
Email: dmrowsome@bigpond.com

National Day of Prayer & Fasting
Email: info@nationaldayofprayer.com.au
Facebook: www.facebook.com/nationaldayofprayerandfasting

Website: www.dmrowsome.wordpress.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/dmrowsome
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/dmrowsome

Instagram: http://instagram.com/dmrowsome/

Stan Longinis, World Champion Kickboxer

Presented by Angela Pulvirenti on ABC Inside Edge

By Bjorn Schmid - my notes from Inside Edge - Episo  de 7 “Stan Longinidis & Grant Barker”
(The original episode was broadcast on ABC NewatZBunday 2 February 2014, 20:31.)

Stan (about facing negativity):

“My plan was to become Australia's first world ch@on and put Australia on the globe of kickboxiMyhen
offered a contract to go to Los Angeles, to whas teen the most famous kickboxing stable in theldydrshowed
my friends the contract; the pessimism around me, I couldn't believe it and I was going to bed at night hearing all
these negative voices in my head: 'You're not bigugh for a heavyweight.” ‘You don't kick hard egau ‘You
don't have the killer instinct.'

“But as a young man brought up to make Christ nst frieend, | would hear this quiet voice in my $pihat would
say, 'If you have faith in me, you can conquer limg."

Angela (on reconciling violent sport with faith):

People might think there's a contradiction havinghsan emotional soul as you have, the faith youe hthe loving
family you have, and then kicking and punchinglitieg daylights out of people?

Stan (in response):

Yeah it sounds very contradictive in many ways. (hag a lot of God has a lot of women and men
women and men of faith sometimes in strange placddark places. of faith sometimes in strange

I can share my relationship with Christ with a ¢fthard men that
probably wouldn't want to listen to anybody else because of my
achievements in my sport they're prepared to hdwt Wwe got to
say. | like to think | get special assignments fi@od to go to dark places.

places and dark places.

You can find out more about:
Stan the Man stantheman.com.au

Inside Edge  www.abc.net.au/news/programs/inside-edf
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B

u.:
Marriage Week

MEDIA RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Marriage & Divorce in 2013

The statistics for 2013 relating to Marriage and Divorce for our nation have just been released by the Australian
Bureau of Statistics.

Whilst the estimated resident population grew by a little over 0.4m from 2012 to 2013 the number of marriages
decreased by 3.5%. That is 118962 marriage in 2013 against 123244 in 2012. This gives a fall in the crude
marriage rate from 5.4% to 5.1% marriages per 1000 estimated population. Interestingly the statistics also reveal
that whilst the majority of couples, 91123 or 76.6%, who were matrried in 2013 cohabited prior to marriage
whereas in 2012 there were 95673, or 77.6% of, couples who cohabited prior to marriage.

Sadly, for the church, the proportion of marriages performed by civil celebrants has increased now standing at a
figure of 72.5% which is a far cry from 20 years ago when the share of civil celebrants was only 42.1%. It is also
interesting to note at this point that in the ABS November 2013 issue of Social Trends 22% of Australians
reported ‘no religion’ in the 2011 census two decades previously this was 12/13% the Christian Church has
certainly lost some ground!

2013 saw that the majority of brides (81.3% in 2012 this was 80.8%) and grooms (79.7% in 2012 this was 79.2%)
had not previously married. Also there was a negligible increase in the median age at marriage of 0.1 years for
both male (now 31.5 years) and females (now 28.5 years). Whilst it can be said that people are still choosing to
be married there is that rate of cohabitation hiding behind the figures.

Turning to divorce, there is a decrease in numbers 47638 against 49917 and with the previously mentioned
estimated increase in population this has meant a fall in the crude rate of divorce from 2.2 to 2.1. These divorces
affecting some 41747 children under the age of 18 years. The total costs to the children, their parents and
families let alone the nation are really incalculable, it is hard enough to come to $ costings but recently Minister
Kevin Andrews said “with the cost of long term marriage and relationship breakdowns costing individuals $60,000
on average”(Daily Telegraph 3/08/2014). In July 2014 News Corp undertook an “analysis of information from the
Attorney-General's Department, the Department of Human Services and the Department of Social Services,
shows that this financial year alone the government will spend $12.5 billion on support payments to single
parents, including family tax benefits and rent assistance. Another $1.5 billion will be spent on the administration
of the child support system, while the cost to taxpayers from family disputes in Australian courts is $202

million.” (News.com.au 6/07/2014) All adding up to more than a 14 billion cost per annum.

It is time to start rebuilding marriage, yes there is still the need to defend marriage but there is probably a greater
need to rebuild marriage! From what we see in the media and what we hear people speaking it seems many hold
a distorted view of marriage. This is probably strongest in young adults and is reflected in the levels of
cohabitation before marriage — a ‘beta testing’ of marriage. The view could be summed up as being "a
romanticised vision and understanding of marriage...an affirmation of romantic love between two willing people
and some sort of commitment" and unfortunately this sort of reduced understanding has spilled over into parts of
the church.

How do we counter this, how do we start rebuilding marriage? A good starting point is to increase our teaching on
what love and marriage means in the context of God's word and society. This should be done in all parts of the
local church and all age groups. Then also look at how to be pro-active with practical and relevant ministry for
those who are married. Start the re-building of marriage now and then celebrate, honour marriage and marriages
in the national celebration Marriage Week, 13 — 19 September 2015.

ISSUED BY:
Marriage Week Australia http://www.marriageweek.org.au
Date: 26 November 2014
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Holy Spirit

(By Ps Jonathan Darma)

In the beginning God created heaven and earth.’'sGmity display the creativity on earth as itnsheaven. Let us
experience this unity by introducing the HOLY SPIRIJesus said in John 14:26 that the HOLY SPIRFom the
Father would send in Jesus’ place would teach U3 Hihgs, and bring to our Remembrance All Thinigattlesus
said to us.

This is what | call the 'ADVANTAGE MOMENT'. In Johl6:7 it is clearly stated that it is to our ADVANGE
that Jesus goes away; for if Jesus do not go away, the HOLY SPIRIT will not come to us; but if Jesus depart, Jesus
will sent the HOLY SPIRIT to us.

The HOLY SPIRIT is our "Along Side PARAKLETOS" Whaill stand by us giving us strength for today and
bright hope for tomorrow. The same Power that thikesus from the dead, is the same Power thatdmsdent to
us, which is "Christ in you the Hope of Glory".John 20:22 Jesus breathed on them, and said tg tRexceive the
HOLY SPIRIT". The ADVANTAGE MOMENT is not only fothem, but FOR US, this mean you and me. So it is
fitting FOR US to respond to our Lord & Saviour de<hrist who said: Receive the HOLY SPIRIT!!! Ayeu
ready?

| invite you to journey with me into this Supern@iuDimension of the ADVANTAGE MOMENT. In the crea
time, Genesis 2:7 we read: "And the Lord God fammean of the dust of the ground, and breathedhigmostrils
THE BREATH OF LIFE; and man became a LIVING SOUL". The breath of Life could also be called the SPIRIT
OF LIFE.

The ADVANTAGE MOMENT is when God imparts to us, wiase hungry and thirsty after righteousness, HIS
HOLY SPIRIT. Luke 11:13... how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who
ask Him!” So the ADVANTAGE MOMENT is given to thoseho ask You need to want HIM (Holy Spirit of the
Living God revealed the Father’s finished work) god need to have that hunger and thirst afteteimisness at all
time.

Matthew 7:7-11 7°Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.

8 For everyone who asks receives, and he who $eelss and to him who knocks it will be opened. Bvihat man
is there among you who, if his son asks for brealdl give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a figlil] he give him
a serpent? 11 If you then, being evil, know howite good gifts to your children, how much morelwdur Father
who is in heaven give good things to those whoHisk"

Why wait, ask our heavenly Father to give you tledyH5pirit so that the ADVANTAGE MOMENT will be yau
portion again and again and again.

What is this ADVANTAGE MOMENT for me? Acts 1:8 "But you shall receive power when thdyHgpirit has
come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth.” The ADVANTAGE MOMENT is POWER to be witrees. Matthew 5:16 "Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works and glgofyr Father in heaven".

What is this ADVANTAGE MOMENT for me? 1 Corinthians 14:2 "For he who speaks in a torgdpes not
speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. Acts 2: 1 When the
Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all vaitte accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there aaseund
from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and liedi the whole house where they were sitting. 3nTtieere
appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, anredsat upon each of them. 4 And they were alldfiliéth the Holy
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, asSpirit gave them utterance." One of the ADVANTRAG
MOMENT that is available to us is the opportunityltegin to speak with other tongues and when wakspéth
other tongues, we do not speak to men, BUT TO GODis is the best communication available on eagtihe
devil can not understand what we say, so thisasbést ADVANTAGE MOMENT that we can experience lie t
land of the living.

What is this ADVANTAGE MOMENT for me? Jude 20 "But you, beloved, building yourselvesag/our most
holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,” The ADVANAGE MOMENT is the building up of ourselves in oupsh
holy faith. The Governmental Authority of God'sggunatural Kingdom is held by the Word of the LiyiGod, so
the ADVANTAGE MOMENT is the sustaining prayer lifwhere the Faith atmosphere from the Word of
God operates. When we live in that atmosphere aof $3gaith, our lives are flourishing in order tawgrin the grace
and knowledge of our Lord & Saviour Jesus Christ.

What is this ADVANTAGE MOMENT for me?
Isaiah 61:1

(continued next page)
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Holy Spirit (...continued)
“The Spirit of the Lord Gods upon Me,

Because the Lord hasointedMe

To preach good tidings to the poor;

He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,

To proclaim liberty to the captives,

And the opening of the prison to those who are bound;”
Luke 4:18

“The Spirit of the Lordis upon Me,

Because He haanointedMe

To preach the gospel to the poor;

He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,[a]

To proclaim liberty to the captives

And recovery of sight to the blind,

To set at liberty those who are oppressed,;”
The anointing that break the yoke is our ADVANTAGEOMENT.
So send I, you with the anointing of the Holy Spidiohn 20:20 So Jesus said to them again, “Peagaut As the
Father has sent Me, | also send you.” Jesus lisned you John 15:16 King James Version (KJV)"Y@& have
not chosen me, but | have chosen you, @midined you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, ahdt your fruit
should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask oftither in my name, he may give it you".
So this is our ADVANTAGE MOMENT. One Chance, Onbkaize and One MOMENT and now it is for YOU to
ASK our heavenly Father who gives the Holy Spibgyond measure to those who ASK. One MOMENT of
ADVANTAGE with the HOLY SPIRIT of the LIVING GOD isvailable for us while we are here on earth a&siit
heaven. It's worth the asking. Give it a go, give chance. Taste and See that the Lord is gidde time, all the
way and always.
Moreover, let us enter into the Most Holy Placeworship God in the Holy of Holies and experiencés th
ADVANTAGE MOMENT in greater measure. Hebrews 4'L@t us therefore come boldly to the throne of grac
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to helfinre of needWe also need the ingredient of the BLOOD of
JESUS who is the prerequisite to enter the Holyadies.
The Samaritan woman had an encounter with Jesiishin 4:20 "Our fathers worshiped on this mountaimd you
Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where wglet 0 worship.” John 4: 21 Jesus said to her, &0, believe
Me, the hour is coming when you will neither onstimountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Fathddhn 4:
24 "God is Spirit, and those who worship HIMUST worship in spirit and truth .”
The ADVANTAGE MOMENT is the prerequisite to all who worship God The ADVANTAGE MOMENT is
always to go hand in hand with the WORD of GOD, irspirit and truth . The Word of God, the Written Word,
which is called 'Logos', is effectively active asr 0Rhema' the anointed Word on earth as it iséavkn. The
ADVANTAGE MOMENT will give us access to the highgstak, apex and summit of our prayer life, likeuddsad
when He woke up early in the morning and spend tiooemmunicating with his heavenly Father. Psaln824
3 "Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord? Or whay stand in His holy place? 4 He who blsn handsand a
pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, Nomswdeceitfully".
Luke 24:49 "Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city ofJerusalemuntil you are
endued with power from on high.”
So this“tarry” which mean to stay longer than intended untilAB&/ANTAGE MOMENT overwhelms your life.
This is also one of the ingredients to "Taste a@e tBat the Lord is good". And why do we need &it vin the city
of Jerusalem? It is because God's Word is the goofrthis journey ofvaiting patiently. Isaiah 40:31 "But those
whowait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not
be weary, they shall walk and not faint".
Matthew 6:33 "But seek first the kingdom of God anid righteousness, and all these things shall duked to
you". You are marked for God’s ADVANTAGE MOMENT s$@ep on praying in the Holy Spirit at all time.

Thank you for all who support me on this journey.

God bless you abundantly. http://gbimacquariepark.org.au

Kind Regards :) https://www.facebook.com/gbimacquariepark

Ps Jonathan Darma https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alpha-Omega-Band328249885484
Senior Pastor GBI Macquarie Park https://www.facebook.com/jonathan.darma

Treasurer BPLN GBI Australia 2015-2018  http://instagram.com/gbimacquariepark
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Daily Prayer Calendar for January - Pray for Families

A W DN

ol

10

11
12
13
14
15
16

17

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30
31

Our governments to respect, promote & protecilfalife.
For those in government to ensure that they rtiedeefor their spouse & family & to be involved.
For Godly leadership in the family.

That fathers would model love, faithfulness, eg$p& commitment to their wife both within the
family unit & outside.

For those families where distance separatesyangmbers.

For Godly order in Christian families — First Gdtlen spouse, then children, then work and
finally everything else.

Christian families to model love, commitment, rfaae, support and loyalty, being those
missionaries to others who look to them as roleetwd

Christian men to learn & understand their resitulitg for spiritual leadership & take up that
role.

Fathers to be honoured & respected - societyadielging fathers’ important role in providing
for & guiding the family.

For wives to understand & respect their hushalmsng them in response to their love and
teaching their children by their example.

For children to be taught to honour & obey tipairents & respect those in authority.

For an attitude of gratitude in families.

For parents actively to be the moral gatekedpetdeir children.

For strength, wisdom and patience for parents.

For forgiveness & conflict resolution to be demsiwated by parents & modelled to their children.

For the family home to be a sanctuary wherehhareds are eclipsed by words of encouragement,
where members are allowed to fail knowing theylaved unconditionally.

For family entertainment to demonstrate the fitsnef family life where spouses are committed to
each other & attentive to their children.

For those homes where violence is experiencedeemily members abused.
For the families of those in the police force.

For those family members who are involved inssatice abuse.

For those families where a member has beenceced.

For those families which are debt ridden andlene handle their own affairs.
For those families who have become financia$ecure &/or homeless.
For the families of those in church leadership.

For those families which lack a father or a moth

For the salvation of unsaved family members.

Christian families to pray together & for eathew — regularly.

For the families of those members of the Defdraree.

For those families which have experienced divand are dealing with parent’'s access to their
children.

For those families which have a physically &twentally disadvantaged member.
That they would schedule in regular times ofifafun, regardless of their circumstances.

Prepared by Ann Outred from Marriage Weekarriageweek.org.au
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