Transforming Sydney &
Prayer Strategy for the Spheres of Influence

This year, the Newsletter has a National & Globaldcus
and mission for the spheres of influence in FamilyChurch, and the Marketplace.

TRANSFORMING ) . . .
SYDNEY Contact us: Bjorn & Lilian Schmid - info@transfornrigsydney.org

Note: articles in this Newsletter reflect the opmiand witness of the respective authors,
which may or may not align with your own; consider this with Ephesians 4.:1-7 in mind.

Prayer Calendar 2015

See the daily prayer points on the 2015 Prayerrm@ale-www.transformingsydney.org/TSPrayerCalendar.html
Note also on pages 28 and 29 Baily Prayer Calendar for August to pray for the sphere of Education
(In the June newsletter is a Daily Prayer CalenttarJuly to pray for the Arts - see alpoayerstrategy.ory
Marriage Equality?
There is a lot of noise at present from all sidéshe issue on so-called ‘Marriage Equality’. Bypiag all the
antagonism and religious issues, a set of pradigastions can be askeshould 1% of any population...

+ Be allowed to viciously gag 99% from voicing anyiropn that is different to their own?

+ Be allowed to have inordinate media coverage #rgely ignores the opinions of 99%7?

+ Be allowed to rewrite our school curriculums and laws to disadvantage the 99%?

+ Be empowered by our elected representatives tdinedehat is male and female in the name of ‘pregr2

If this 1% can change the definition of ‘marriagahd impose the incredible costs that are requiveehact this
across Australia - for no improvement in our phgkigelfare - then what is to stop other 1%s froringdahe same
according to their desires? Make no mistake - we line people who have identified themselves omdt®nal
census as belonging to this 1% equally to the 99%btheir desire for the 99% to accept their mstahdards and
language as being normal and inoffensive is réatbymuch.Go to www.acl.org.auand speak up for our children.

So God created mankind in his own image, in theganaf Godhe created them; male and
female he created them. God blessed them andtsaidem, “Be fruitful and increase in
number;” [Genesis 1:27-28a NIV]

In the July edition - focus on the Arts

¥ Ray Tiller; The creative arts — a biblical Christian perspeetiv 2-3
¥ Theology of the Body?
¥ Man and Woman He Created Them: A Theology of tlty By St John Paul Il 5
¥ Dennis & Ann Outred; The Importance of Marriage 6
¥ New Book:l Only Want to Dance with You 7
¥ LausanneARTS Newsletter - June 2015 8-13
¥ John Robb and Audrey Tse; An Untapped Source for Transformation:

Mobilizing Children to Pray for their Commun#yd Nation with Suggested Guidelines 14-16
¥ Ian Johnson; TURNING JACOBS TROUBLE INTO BLESSING 16-17
¥ Peter Irvine; Leadership Keys 18-22
¥ Presidential Prayer Team - July 2015 Update 23
¥ Fr. Yuhanna Azize; A Spiritual Work 24-25
¥ REAL, RADICAL AND REVOLUTIONARY 26
¥ Global Forum for a World Without Orphans 27
¥ DiMcRae; Daily Prayer Calendar for August - Education 28-29
¥ Voice of the Martyrs; Praying for the Persecuted Church 30

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org



Transforming Sydney & Prayer Strategy for the Spher  es of Influence Newsletter - July 2015 2

(An excerpt from “Rubber on the Road Christian Kig - An exploration of a Biblical Christian woslgdw and its
application to contemporary Christian thought” byaRTiller, Equipping Christian Schoolsquipping.com.al

Christians may ask the following questions aboetdfeative arts and their place in community:

What is the source and nature of human creativity what effect has sin and the fall had on it? Han we define
what is beautiful? Is the definition entirely rélae, or are there biblical Christian aesthetic stiards? Does God
care what our creativity produces? Is a perceptifrbeauty changed by a religious position or footisvorship?

What are the purposes of artistic expression? Wiggct will artistic expression have on societyl aulture?

Should Christian artists represent ideals or reglit If reality should be represented in art, whydamder what
constraints? Does a Christian artist have any msbilities towards his audience and society?it legitimate for

an artist to be self-serving in his expression,/andhould his expression be seen as service astnyjirio others?

Written with view to a biblical Christian perspej the following thoughts may be helpful to readerspecially
those who are involved in teaching young people:

The creative arts, in the forms of the performimtg,amusic, and visual arts, are an expressiorresdtiwity with
which God has endowed man. This creativity is & pfathe ‘image of God’ in mankind. Through sineativity has
been corrupted, but through the regeneration ofsCim Christian artists, it can be redeemed. FdChaistian
teacher, creative arts education should involvénitrg students to understand, appreciate, and agptily
aesthetics; understand the functions of creative arts in society; and be committed, as Christian artists, to bear
responsibility for the effects on society of thaitistic activities.

Christian aesthetics—what is considered beautiful?

The aesthetics of a culture is the set of mentahftective ‘rules’ for what is
considered tasteful or beautiful. These rules ageddent on the worldview (and
its focus of worship) of the culture.

For example, a culture that worships demons wilehagliness, distortion, terror

and treachery as the centre of its aestheticsI@lypia culture that has man at its

centre will generate an aesthetic that falselyidadlistically glorifies the form and

perfection of humanity; or it will display the disillusionment of a disfigured, hopeless humanity and existence.

In contrast, a culture placing God as the centrevafship will have an aesthetic based on the qesliof God—
beauty, proportion, peace, reality, love, etc.

Christian aesthetics, then, judges the expresdibeauty of an artistic work by comparing it to tipealities of God
expressed in His Word and in His creation. We rtedok aware, however, that the created beautyw@and our
students see around us is marred to varying detsettse cosmic effects of the fall and the sinfslhef man (See
Rubber on the Road Christian Thinkistatement #32 Bisasters & Suffering As a consequence, much of the
artistic expression that surrounds us reflects ariality" of brokenness, horror, deception, disibnment,
etc. Although our students will need to process thaterial, there is a danger that they will berahelmed by it
and conform their aesthetic perceptions and preée®to the world's brokenness rather than Godatype If we
allow them to be so conformed, they will be incdpaidf bringing the transforming life of God's grasdsdom and
beauty to their artistic expression. You might likeread Romans 12 v 1-2 in the light of transforgnihe aesthetics
of artistic expression:

| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercfe&a, that you present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is yoeasonable service. And do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of youmdnthat you may prove what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God.

The Christian creative arts teacher's respondgda@oncern ought to include two components:

1. Use the "broken" aspects of the aesthetic tlgasee around us to help your students to idertidyterrible
effects of human sinfulness on people, their caltand their environment. Art, after all, providesaffective
view of the reality of the society around us, anrdhaistian arts student should be philosophicaljyigped to
understand, critique, rise above, then bring Givdissforming grace, wisdom, truth, and beauty.to it

2. Expose students to artistic expression whichatestnates wholeness and beauty coming out of peopde
societies which have (relatively speaking) beenemaligned to God's wisdom, grace, and beauty. rThei

(continued next page)
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The creative arts — a biblical Christian perspectiv. e (...continued)

aesthetic perceptions and preferences will thusrdadigned and they will be equipped to bring the
transforming influence of God's beauty and trutiodigh their artistic expression.

The purposes of artistic expression

Christian artists will see that their creative gifome from God, who gives them for the same retisdrHe gives us
any gift—for the service of God and fellow man.

Christian creative arts expression, then, is nogfatuitous expression of the self, or an attetogain recognition
for the artist, but it is for God’s glory and theriehment and blessing of others. In particularsiieuld teach our
students to see their artistic gifts as being pseddo:

1. Enhance the quality of human life of both théisaand the audience by portraying in art form etiting that
arouses a sense of pleasure or adds meaning tdnlilais function, a Christian aesthetic will possly
enhance the emotional, physical, moral, and spirlife of the community.

2. Represent a view of the reality of the currextiad and physical environment—in this function, ah form
will inform our understanding and appreciation @& Iby portraying the current manifestations of the
prevailing worldview of the culture. Viewing realithrough God'’s perspectives, a Christian artist seiek to
portray reality in a way that shows the good and e the society for what it is. A Christian atits
representation of good and evil will thus pointristh and will enhance the wholeness of societytti@nother
hand, a depraved artist (for example, one whosddwierv and aesthetic has a demonic centre) wilresp
his art in a way that sees as normal and glori¢sarugliness and distortion of life. Such art wiintribute to
the acceleration of the spiritual, moral, and pbtgisilemise of the society.

3. Represent ideals for the social and physicalrenment—in the face of current reality, art maytpay what
ought to be. In this function, the Christian artisi encourage us to strive for better or higheings in life,
and seek to influence the society towards wholeressontrast, a depraved artistic expression wiluence
society towards depravity.

The responsibility of the Christian artist Like any other gift,

Given the nature of aesthetics and the purposetisfi@a expression, Christian artists ~ 2Dility, orresource
are responsible, in personal obedience to God #igént personal development to:  that God gives us, we

. understand and apply God's beauty, wisdom, gradetrath to their artistic 12Vve [0 make choices

expression. about whether we use
- learn to critique and avoid being seduced by thgodly aesthetics of the our artistic gifts to
culture around them. glorify, indulge, or
« diligently develop their artistic gifts so that thare competent and skilled in  enrich ourselves, or
their artistic expressions. to serve others.

The artist as Prima Donna or servant minister?

Like any other gift, ability, or resource that Ggigles us, we have to make choices about whetherse@ur artistic
gifts to glorify, indulge, or enrich ourselves, tor serve others. Those gifted in the creative fate an enormous
temptation to use their gift to draw attention herhselves and see their audiences as "consumes'giothdulge
their own egos. Our fashion, Hollywood, and mediien culture saturates our young people with saicdelf-
indulging "prima donna" mentality.

As Christian arts teachers, we should seek to tairstudents to:

» recognise that God is the giver of the gift, soihgwan artistic gift doe not make the artist bettean other
people.
» view their artistic expression through the valudomility.
« avoid the seltentred “Prima Donna” attitude in their artistic expression; for example, a performer going on
stage should not be thinking, "I hope everybodytbate thinks | am great! - after all, it's all abme!!"
« seek to use their artistic gifts to serve God and their fellow man; for example, a performer going on stage
should be thinking, "I hope everyone out there Benfom what | do - after all, it is all aboutem!".
Conclusion
In the bigger picture, Christian artists should dweare of and take responsibility for the effecttioéir artistic
expression on the individual and societies to wiioey minister.

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org



Transforming Sydney & Prayer Strategy for the Spher  es of Influence Newsletter - July 2015 4

Theology of the Body?

“Have you searched for God and felt that you ordyéhpart of the answers? Have you ever wondered \WidY
Catholic Church teaches what it does? Do you feelseparation between your head and your heaxun faith?
Are you curious about what makes Catholics so wiffefrom other faith traditions?”

St John Paul Il provides the most profound andtdijlled insights into the hunger and yearningtioé human heart
for God. He does this most obviously in his wolah and Woman He Created Them: A Theology of thdyBo
Join us with Eva Tarchichi, a student taught byistbpher West at the Theology of the Body Instife&ansylvania
USA, who will help to introduce this major work. @ite will be opportunities to learn with other likéhded people
through presentations, discussions, question tmdereflection.

"TOB covers the essentials of what makes us humémat gives our life meaning. We explore masculinity
femininity, what it means to be incarnate beingd aor origins before original sin. We uncover oesides and
yearnings and place them where they belong inaithr.fWe look into responding to God's call to eaths to enter
into a deeper relationship with him. We come toaratand how to set our eyes on heaven. We discussroggles
and reflect on our personal wounds and how thes® hrs closer to Christ not further. We focus orcsic
scripture that reveal God to us such as Genesigdigns, Song of Songs and Tobit."

Website:www.tobaustralia.com.au

Theology of the Body is a theology for everyonel Whman beings, by our common humanity and digratg
capable of living and understanding the theologgu an be single, married, divorced, separatedsemvated, a
teenager, a child, male or female.

Any body can find value in the messages containddé theology.

If you are capable of giving and receiving loverth@u are already living the theology. Everyoneapable of
giving and receiving love, therefore, the theoladythe body applies to you. You do not need to havheology
degree. All you need is to have an open heart and ta the messages contained in the theology.

All aspects in the theology are based on the wofdesus of Nazareth. He then shows us the meahiogr lives
through his very existence and his reference td#gnning of time. We exist on purpose — we areacoidents of
nature. Give yourself time to journey through thedlogy that St Pope John Paul Il spent yearsngritit is a
great resource for assisting all people to a deepelerstanding of who we are. With this theology say,
“l am, therefore | think

Theology of the Body with Eva Tarchichi

With great pleasure we invite you to a free introductory talk about Theology of the Body presented by
Eva Tarchichi on Tuesday night 8th September 2015 from 7.30~9:15pm  at Our Lady of Good
Counsel, 9 Currie Rd Forestville, Sydney - in the Parish Centre behind the church building.

On-street parking is available, tea and coffee provided, there will a time for questions and answers.
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5 Transforming Sydney & Prayer Strategy for the Sph

eres of Influence Newsletter - July 2015

Man and Woman He Created Them:
A Theology of the Body by St John Paul Il

This major work of St John Paul Il is only beingagnised
in recent time for what it is... an antidote to thdture of
death of our time. It is also known by Michael Wsi&in as
a “theological time bomb”. The Theology of the Badyne
way of understanding the whole of Catholic faithcén be
used as a tool for understanding the Church’s ticedior
the last 2000 years.

This theology provides one of the most in-depthlaxation
for the reasons why the Catholic Church teachéisdaes in
the area of human identity and sexuality. Rarelysda work
hit a person where it hurts most — their heart.oldgy of
the Body is not only one interpretation of Christ/srds that
pull us back to the beginning, to God's originaarplfor
humans but a way of discovering who we are.

The Theology of the Body allows every person to
touched in a personal way. It does teach abouitiebut it
does so much more. It invites every person to dtmpake
stock and to reflect on what the experiences irir thie
mean in the greater scheme of creation. The mearfingr
lives can be summed up as an invitation to pagteipn the
eternal exchange of love that is the Trinity. We arade to
give and receive love. The Church has always uphetd
important place of love — true love in society andide
individuals.

The author, St John Paul Il, places Christ at thece of the
revelations of our faith. He takes us on a jourfreyn our

origins, to our present state and to our destireyshiows us
how Christ's words point to our very depths, to aery

hearts.

St John Paul Il explains how the analogy of the
becoming one flesh is the closest analogy we hhat
attempts to point us to the very mystery of thenityi This
analogy and all

it entails does make some peorﬂ%P

uncomfortable. It is this very discomfort that tlsaint
indicates is the place where conversion needs turoc
Spousal union is only an analogy of the Trinitanaystery
but JPII himself stated that there “is no other homeality
which corresponds more, humanly speaking, to thahel
mystery” (Homily, Dec. 30, 1988). No amount of huma
words can ever truly express the divine mysterythod
Trinity.

The Theology of the Body attempts to answer two
fundamental questions.

1) What does it mean to be human? (which St Joluh Pa
Il calls an “adequate anthropology”)

How do | live my life in a way that will bringue
happiness? (vocation and ethics)

2)

bl? attempts to unfold in us the very meaning of lihrough

emphasising that our sexuality as male and fensateucial
to understanding ourselves and our relationshifn bd,
each other and creation. St John Paul Il offerglns into
the mystery of God. He is adamant that the classdity of
God is closely shown in family. The theology makes
confront our own interior selves through an hohesk into
our hearts.

St John Paul Il is unequivocal about the primorgiakte of

the Trinity in all things. God’s words in scriptureveal
many truths to us about who we are and who we were
created to be from the very beginning.

Its 532 pages cannot be understood in the depttiedfeart
completely in one lifetime. There is so much beduatyhe
mystery presented. The reflections on the Songaf$ and

t\f[vt(l?]e marriage of Tobias and Sarah are unique and

irreplaceable.

portunities to begin the unpacking of this greatk by a
great pope should not be disregarded.

Eva Tarchichi - My Testimony (in brief)

| first heard of Theology the Body while studyingthe For the first time in my life | began to understamdy the
Australian Catholic University in 2001. One of myChurch teaches what She does on major issues watko
professors briefly mentioned it and | was enthdhllewas human sexuality (such as contraception, abortiorgroe
struck by the idea that the Church has in existenead homosexuality) and why these have not changét “
beautiful, open and candid teachings about lifeelsex the times.” A wonderful aspect of Theology of theds is
and marriage. that it is a non-judgmental and inclusive of altgmns — a

It was at a time in my life (early 20s) when | hqebstions. closer picture of how | believe the original andhentic
| wanted facts, answers and opportunities to deétermhat Jesus would have been.

the truth is. | wanted to make conscious decisiaipsut It is my hope that the Theology of the Body wilfdmm
what was morally right and wrong. | was eager tdfi marriage preparation programs, marriage counseHing
inspiration and material of interest relevant to lifisy and general education opportunities especially reggrdhmice
the official Church teachings. in a healthy sexuality. This theology is not ory married

| researched the term and came upon an AmericBROPle. It is for anyone who searches for truth, tfee
theologian named Christopher West. | read that he hmeaning of their life and answers regarding thesora
made it his life's work to unpack the Theology amake it Why certain beliefs are valued.

accessible to the ordinary lay person. Copies sftaiks Find out more! You will never see the world the savay
were available and shipped to me. again.

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org
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The Importance of Marriage

2 Timothy 3 v 16:17. “All Scripture is inspired §od and is profitable for teaching, for rebukingy, €orrecting, for train-
ing in righteousness, so that the man of God neagdmplete, equipped for every good work.”(HCSB)

From these words:
« We understand we need all the words of God’s writevelation, nothing more and nothing less.
+ We see they speak to every part of thought andracti

« We are shown the sufficiency of His word for akthive do — our ministry and mission in the worldl. & us are in
ministry and have a mission. Genesis 1 28 “Godskldshem, and God said to them, "Be fruitful, npli fill the
earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish of the seabitlis of the sky, and every creature that crawlthe earth.” Those
words that God gave to Adam and Eve in that veessrly set out His plan and then there is ‘The G@&ammission’
as recorded in Matthew 28 verses 18:20. Every dahave many opportunities to do these things irrales wheth-
er we are children, spouses, parents, employegdpgens, volunteers, or church leaders.

His Word can make you complete and thoroughly egaip to be complete as a person, spouse, patbat person that
God intended you to be.

God’s plan has at its centre man and woman as hdsioa wife, that is marriage (family),Genesis 1286after these vers-
es there is the appearance of satan who was quizk¢h on to God'’s plan. He saw that in marriégmijly, God had creat-
ed the core for world evangelization through thevgr of multi-generational faithfulness and thussithat time marriage
has been under attack. Biblical history shows liuaanity's rebellion against the Creator's purptesto at least seven
major negative consequences: (1) polygamy; (2) fornication; (3) divorce; (4) adultery;

(5) homosexuality; (6) sterility; and (7) gender role confusion. Not only has the state and status of marriage and family been
under attack but there is attack within individoarriages and family. But scripture is sufficieot fis and we know that we
are on the winning side!

The first part of verse 4 of Hebrews 13 says “Magei must be respected by all,...” and regrettablgavaot say that this is
the case — do we see and talk of marriage beirgiqu® as of great value or being held in honouetivbr across the church
in Australia or in the nation. It seems that mayeidgs often viewed as a legal contract either witfet out clause or can be
broken, rather than a covenant/sacrament. How roargetting married understand what a covenantlig?elrare many
marriage preparation programs and psychometrimiovies all seeking to build strong marriages, Whicgood, but how
many of them inform and teach on what marriagdyés® Similarly there are many good marriage ding) programs
around dealing with communication skills, confliesolution, forgiveness and more but again is theseussion on the cov-
enant, the sacrament of marriage; are the scriptural roles of husbands and wives, parents explained?

Dietrich Bonhoeffer tells us much in his famous fiiege sermon’, here is just a short, insightfutaet: “Marriage is more
than your love for each other. It has a higher itgeind power, for it is God's holy ordinance, tigh which he wills to
perpetuate the human race till the end of timgolr love you see only your two selves in the woblat in marriage you
are a link in the chain of the generations, whicdtd®@auses to come and to pass away to his glodygalis into his king-
dom.”

We in the church need to look to see whether waiagertaking the role that God has set out fokes.are that ‘Training
or Equipping Centre’ (Eph 4.11) - “for the traigiof the saints in the work of ministry to build tie body of

Christ.” (HCSB) or “is to equip God's people tolds work and build up the church, the body of Gtii(NLT). We need to
intentionally and systematically seek to train/@gmiarried couples and families for them to takerthghtful place in the
church and the nation; and then those outside the church will see that marriages and families within the church are different
and something they want.

In honouring marriage we need to:

« Continually petition the Lord for the definition afarriage within the law of our nation to remairitds “one man
and one woman....”

« Pray for our own marriage, if we are married, araygor the marriages of others around us
« Pray that husbands and wives, parents will reagivelation on the fullness of their roles as shawscripture.

Many are focusing on prayer for the ‘status’ of nzgye at this time, before the next session ofif@adnt sits and this to-
gether with sermons/homilies preached can seraevasnderful prelude to the honouring and celebnatiof “Marriage
Week” in the second week of September (13th -19th)

Dennis & Ann Outred, Marriage Week ~ Australia, 18September 2015narriageweek.org.au
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New Book: | Only Want to Dance with You

I Only Want to Dance with You is the story of how accident of birth brings together a man and a aofrom the
opposite ends of the earth. If Ricardo Schmidt beeh born in Spain where his parents lived, andm@ermany
where they had been for a brief period, he woultenbave experienced the hardship and danger heeaghth war-
torn Europe before he migrated to Australia. linif\ustralia that
his path crosses with that of Jo Anderson. Afteomance tha

almost costs Ricardo his life and Jo her peace iofdmthey i OHLY Wﬁ\,HT

wonder if they can find love and happiness together TO
Having previously published five novels for youdglts, Canberra-
based author, Zillah Williams, has released hestfirovel. It is a D .A‘H @l;
gripping story and one’s attention is kept captsewe share the
incredible journey in life of Ric Schmidt and Jod&rson. Perhaps W I TH’ YOU -

this is partly because these main characters asetaon the lives of ‘—." -
two people known to the author. T cewih

The central character, Ricardo, was born to an Estgmother and a %
German father and spent most of his youth in SpRurt of the story
is set against the background of World War Il wheris forced to |
join the German Army.

After migrating to Australia he becomes a houseafeaibut he also
has remarkable artistic abilities. In Sydney heetaglo, a warm-
hearted country girl who helps her aunt manage arbimg house.

However, Ric’s past life proves to be a distressaggcy, not only to
romance, but especially in his being confronted\bgtralians still

reeling from the grief of loss of loved ones atlthads of the

Germans. For those familiar with Sydney and theeBllountains

there is a sense of a trip down Memory Lane baditetan the 1950s!

Emotions run through all spectrums as this advengiory, and an
unusual romance, unfolds. The reader is captivatedillah
Williams’ ability to create an atmosphere of exp@cty and surprise
while injecting dramatic tension at times and tleeasional touch of
humour. Each chapter touches one or more issudsdimg
deception, prejudice, war, adventure, depressigsslation, romance
and Christian faith, leaving the reader with a dooil desire to read

further to find what happens next. “I really enjoyed the book and | found the
| Only Want To Dance With You is a recommended feegeople ~ Characters came to life very vividly . . . what an
aged from mid-teens to adults who enjoy an absgrhimd amazing story! . . . when it all came good in the
wholesome novella. end | was in tears!”
Eric and Patricia Frith (Canberra) Robert Bedloe (Spain)

Available from Amazon in print form and in Kindleb®ok format, or from bookshops in Australia.

Paperback: 224 pages

Publisher: ElIk Lake Publishing (April 8, 2015)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 1942513224

ISBN-13: 978-1942513223
Biography
Zillah was born in England (and well remembers viguold socks over her shoes to avoid slippinghenite and
snow in winter) but now lives in Canberra, capélAustralia (where snow rarely falls and summeas be very
hot).
Apart from her new book, I'Only Want to Dance Withu,' she has written five books for young adolt® of which,
Yesterday's Enemy - Tomadachi; was commenddaihd95 Children's Peace Literature Award of thetAalian
Psychological Society.
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lausanneARTS Ncwrsletter

The \/
[Lausanne

Movement

June 2015 Newsletter
(reproduced with permission)

“Connecting influencers and ideas for global mission ”
Uday Balasundaram
Thanking God for Fis Faithjulness

End of 2014 to end of May 2015

A pilot project of the Academy for Creativity, Research, &
Design in collaboration with Asbury Theological Seminary
has been launched.

Our activity included casting the vision for and sowing the
seed for church planting "through the arts" via the
following initiatives:

The Order of Bezalel - an ecclesial community of artisans
learning to build the church for mission through the
adoption of a rule and rhythm for creativity that is fruitful
and multiplicative. The focus is to invite participants to a
robust theological understanding and practice of creativity
(identity and vocation) for mission.

The New Song project - working with artisans from a
variety of ethnicities and histories to develop new works;
the next step is to multiply these creative hub
communities.

Our Story - creating intentional spaces for dialogue,
inclusion, and partnership with the "other." We had a

JP-Joao Pedro

After a wonderful and blessed 9 months home
assignment, JP arrived back in Tokyo on May 22nd.

Commissioning services were at his home church on
May 17th.

JP writes, “Thank you very much for helping me in
prayer and support, you are also part of this, I'm so
happy to be able to continue my calling where God
called me to be!

From my heart thank you very much and my next
news will be from Tokyo!

God gave me the chance to travel to the U.S. for
church conference, seminar, and training about
"doing church creatively" led by Fellowship church in
Dallas and also visited other ministries and churches
in Miami and Chicago. It was such a huge blessing!

great time simply focusing on the diversity present in our
immediate North American context and what it means to
be the "church" in the context of diaspora.

Please Pray:

e Thank the Lord for raising leaders and the possibility of
fresh partners for mission

e The promise of multiplying creative hub communities
for mission elsewhere

e Resources to carry out the above

e For my family and | as we relocate to Houston to teach
at Fuller, Houston and at Houston Graduate School of
Theology in Summer 2015.

e Summer 2015 marks the transition from a "crawl" stage
in the process of launching the
Academy for Creativity, Research, &
Design to the "walk" stage.

* For discernment and wisdom.
Thank gou for prayens!

My church is celebrating 25 years o
asked me to write a booklet about
missionary life and calling to Japan
Lord, and thanks to you because ya
project! The church printed and ga
The book is called "Quem?" which
was released at the leaders conven
This was a gathering of all Pastors
my home church, not only from m
congregations around Brazil. It was
opportunity to celebrate together.
translate the book into English and
more than 150 copies already. Prai

Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, since as members of one bc
you were called to peace. And be
thankful. (Colossians 3:15).”

Mega blessing, JP

(continued next page)
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lavsanneARTS Newsletter — June 2015 (...continued)

every music, every voice, every heart

nnideaad, noiaeases, yoraloalemansuraianl

L W a1
Keynote speakers:
Samuel Chiang
Anne Zaki

» Join with music makers and
Christian mission leaders from
around the world.

+ Learn how to use culturally relevant
music to reach and encourage
others with the good news.

July 6 -9, 2015
The Empress Hotel
Chiang Mai, Thailand

« Share knowledge and experiences
with like-minded believers from
both similar and diverse geographic

6=9 nFNHIAU 2558 areas.
Ti‘ﬂl H l‘ENIWﬁﬁ 4. i%ﬂ*ﬂ.“ﬂ I.Jﬁ'f’:ﬂ-'ﬂﬁll"!'iﬂ + Celebrate God's manifold wisdom
through multi-ethnic praise.
Dan Marginean Lausanne
Crescendo Suisse Romande Arts Network
is official!
3 ‘ Crescendo Suisse Romande, as Crescendo

International, is a Campus for Christ Suisse Romande ministry and is UN PROJET DE L'EGLISE EVANGELIOUE METHODISTE
designed to connect Christian professional musicians in the French EN COLLABORATION. QMMWISSEM[;E

Part of Switzerland (for the moment mainly in Lausanne, but God's
willing, soon elsewhere as well).

Amongst the activities that we organize can be counted: > -
- EWTREE LIBRE

B

e A weekly student's group taking place every Thursday, starting

with 1pm, in the Conservatory's Conference Room 5?5]?; CRESEEN[}U
/

ARTISTS' PIANO TRIO
& FRIENDS

» Participation actively (in different ways) or passively in local 12 JUIN 2015
festivals such as "La nuit des églises", "Night of Faith" or TPM
international ones such as the Crescendo Summer Institute :

(Hungary or South Africa)

e Church concerts, recitals, house concerts, special event concerts
(e.g. Christmas, Easter) j

e Creative Church services (coming soon), Crescendo Forums
(coming soon)

» Offering the opportunity to Christian professional musicians to get Al PROGRAMME:
involved in humanitarian work abroad (Music Road South Africa) PIECES DE WA MOZART ET D SHOSTAKOVICH

Also, if you know f)f any Christian professpnal musicians living in the @ECLISE EVANGELIQUE METHODISTE
French Part of Switzerland who would be interested to know more PLACE DE LA BIPONIE 7, 1005 LAUSARIE
about Crescendo, we would be more than happy to contact them.

dan.marginean88@gmail.com

(continued next page)
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lavsanncARTS Newrsletter — June 2015 (...continued)
Ad Deam Dance-Be Still My Seal

Ad Deum dancers Shizu Yasuda and Daniel Cossette perform Randall Flinn’s Be Still My Soul for Project Dance Times
Square . Ad Deum Dance Company is committed to washing the feet of humanity with the grace and love of God
through the servitude of the art of professional dance.
An Amazing Video - http://youtu.be/aa8SPGRVKFI

New Record on May 30!

After waiting six months for editing and finalizati of
production, the new record is ready for release.

CDs and DVDs are to
+ Help the expansion project of our church

» To better serve the community of our neighborhot
and Children Action Education Project.

Qleydice Beletion Berardes dos Santes
Roger Lowther AZ1=F—-F-YRR
Grace City Church is blessed to have a community arts tokyo Praisel

very talented worship team! Some of
the songs we do are written or translated by us and found
nowhere else in the country.

, A

1. Praise for growth at Grace-City Church! More and more
young men want to serve, and there are non-Christians
at every event.

2. Praise for progress on resource creation for worship:
writing new songs, recording new songs, new
translations, etc.

Prayer Requests
. Pray for space for Grace City. With 150 adult attenders

:::w " Last month, we had
. another recording

session to make a

=% mini-CD celebrating

(continued next page)
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lausanneARTS Newrsletter — June 2015 (...continued)

The?2 Criminals film crew is pleased to release
Finding Beauty in the Rubble
a short documentary featuring Mrs. Fukuoka, a r&atde lady who survived the huge
tsunami that hit Japan in 2011 - Paul Nethercott

Check Out This Link!
http://www.2criminals.com/

Mrs. Fukuoka’s home and most of her
neighborhood was washed away by the
tsunami. Many of her neighbors died.
After the disaster, Mrs. Fukuoka found
meaning and hope by making jewelry
from “sea glass” debris found on the
beach.

Inspired by an ancient biblical prophesy
that The Creator God would “give
beauty instead of ashes” the theme of
Finding Beauty in the Rubble relates to
the 2Criminals story.

I’'m deeply grateful to the many people who were part of making this project happen. We could not have created this film
without the help of many supporters including those who backed the project on Kickstarter.

Mika Takana introduced us to Mrs. Fukuoka and helped with production. And the core 2 Criminals film crew-Matthew T.
Burns, Atsuko Tateishi, Todd Fong, Andrew Benton, Esther Yomoah, and Nancy Nethercott-were a joy to work with and did
fabulous work.

Story Seminar in Dallas

We are partnering with Hormoz Shariat and Iran Alive to host
our one day story seminar in Dallas on June 6. Presenters
include Brian Bird, Dr. Drew Sams, Linda Seger and Jeremy
Casper.

Why is it critical to integrate story into my ministry?

¢ If we don’t tell our own story well, others will tell it for us.

¢ Learning the art of story will change how we tell our
organization's story and the Great God-Story of scripture.

¢ For the sake of the Great Commission, the body of Christ

must learn the art of story as it relates to evangelism, Story and Production Courses
discipleship, scripture engagement and church planting. Tom Khazoyan has developed two courses to
e Storyis at our core. We are created for story. It is help people get started in visual story.
hardwired into our DNA. Storytelling Basics for Short Films
¢ Learning the art of story will change how we live stories, and
tell stories, write stories, film stories. Camera, Audio, & Lighting

Clyde Taber

. Four-week courses available without charge.
visualstory.org

(continued next page)
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lavsanneARTS Newsletter — June 2015 (...continued)

imagiNATIONS International
Summer Art Festival

Cesis, Latvia July 13 -19 2015

What happens when excellent Christian
artists from Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia
and the US come together for five days?
Here are just a few words: Excitement.
Creativity. Plein air painting. Swimming
in a lake. Mosquito bites. Soul care.
Panel discussions. Film Reviews.
Worship. Prayer. Exhibition.
Workshops. Master classes for children.
Happy children and parents. Late night
discussions around campfires. New
friendships. Encouraged artists.
Laughter. Above all, an unforgettable,
creative, culturally relevant Christ-
honoring event! The Festival joyfully
brings artists and musicians from four
nations to come together for
relationship, creativity, worship,
discovery, evangelism and vision
casting.

ImagiNATIONS is week long
International Summer Art Festival in the
13th Century Latvian city of Cesis, one
of Latvia’s most important cultural
centers. The dates are July 13 — 19,
2015.

The timing of this festival is very
interesting in that it coincides the
wonderful Baptist Choir Festival, which
will take place July 17 — 20. Festival
participants will be able to enjoy the
choir festival. Other pre-choir events
will take place in Cesis concurrently
with the IMAGINATIONS festival — for
children and youth.

The imagiNATIONS festival is initiated
by Bridge Builders International, its
Latvian afiliate, “Nodibinajums
Partneri” and LausanneARTS. Key
partners may possibly include Cesis
Baptist Church, Art to Save the Heart, M
—Studio, the Latvian, Estonian and
Lithuanian Baptist Unions, City Church
of Klaipeda, Lithuania and more.

Activities will include

Daily group worship, devotions and
prayer, led by a different artist each
day.

e Plein air painting in and around the
picturesque city of Cesis.

e Master-classes for locals, especially
children, taught by some of our
artists.

e Workshops and discussions of topics
rated art to faith, creativity, beauty,
cultural relevance and best practices
led by various participating artists.

¢ Discussions and critiques of
important films related to art and
artists.

e Last night discussions and worship
around campfires.

e Swimming in a nearby lake.

e Exhibition of select pieces created
during the week at the Cesis Cultural
Center and during the Choir Festival.

* Financial assistance is available upon
request as needed.

Prayer Requests

e BBI has always been about bringing
people together for friendship,
encouragement, outreach and
ministry. This event brings Christian
artists from different countries
together. Pray for deep new
friendships to be established that
truly encourage each artist toward
greater love and good deeds.

* Most artists have heavy and
sensitive hearts and are in need for
the kind of inner healing that only
comes from the Lord. Pray that they
will be encouraged, accepted and
even honored as they respond to
the artistic calling that God has
created them with.

e Pray that as relationships are built,
dreams are shared that future

creative ways of ministering to and
with artists

There will be many art lovers who
don't know the Lord Jesus observing
and/or participating in the painting
sessions, master classes, discussions,
film reviews and worship. Pray that
this bridge for artists will result in
Jesus meeting many on the bridge.

For more information contact:

Naomi Strauser, Vice President,
Bridge Builders International,
Naomi@bridgebuildersint.com, +1-
541-602- 6968 (Salem, OR Office)

Charles Kelley, President, Bridge
Builders International.
charleskelley@mac.com, +1-541-231
-7380 (US mobile) or +371-2-
9230509 (Latvian mobile)

Vineta Zale, Office Manager,
Partners Association Latvia.
Vineta.zale@partneri.lv ; + 371-
29481892

The Lausanne Arts issue network exists to catalyze and connect artistic Christians and evangelical influencers
concerning the role of artists and the arts for global mission—through gatherings focused on biblical prayer,

reflection, training, and ministry action.

lausanne.org - Lausanne ARTS Network Facebook - facebook.com/pages/Lausanne-ARTS-Network/698109576870922

X

(continued next page)
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lavsanneARTS Newsletter — June 2015 (...continued)

Generate is the premier provider of School Chaplains in NSW, managing over 150 Federal Government
Funded School Chaplaincies.

Generate partners with schools in the recruitment, training, supervision and ongoing professional
development of School Chaplains. This ensures the placement of high quality Christian Chaplains who
are well equipped to support young people and strengthen local communities.

- Transforming Sydney is partnering with Generate to bring awareness of the role
of Chaplains and the great opportunity for local combined churches to place

Generate-employed SRE (Scripture) teachers in NSW state secondary schools.

generate For more information and how to help please go to
ministries Www.generate.org.au

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org
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An Untapped Source for Transformation:

Mobilizing Children to Pray for their Community and Nation with
Suggested Guidelines

By John Robb and Audrey Tse

It is the clear testimony of Scripture that God blassen to work in human history through the irdesory prayers
of His people. Virtually all the great socio-pdatdil transformations of our time and all the spaitvevivals and
mission breakthroughs in the history of the Churah be traced to bands of Christian believers pgaynitedly and
specifically for these very things.

God'’s purpose is no less than the holistic tramsédion of communities and nations, with every sphafrsociety
eventually reflecting the values of His kingdom.isTlis a daunting objective requiring the interventiand
involvement of the Lord himself in all aspects ofr oninistry, especially because of the fierce gyati conflict in
which we are engaged with the powers of this falkemld. Truly, without united intercession therenis holistic
transformation. Prayer is the way God’'s kingdom esmas Jesus clearly

taught. For these reasons prayer is too importartet left to spontaneity or _—
whim. Instead it needs to be intentionally mobilizeourished and integrated (also childlike adu'Fs)
into all we do as Christian workers. We are indregly realizing that youth Who are able to receive
and children need to be involved in this process. and use the authority

Globally, most of Christ's Church has not yet beguexplore what may be the 0f God “to trample on
most powerful source of prayer for community antiamel transformation, the snakes and scorpions
children in our care. Jesus, after describing tbemdall of Satan and the gnd to overcome all the
authority over the demonic realm he was giving i® disciples, rejoiced and ”
said that his Father had “hidden these things ftbenwise and learned and power of the enemy
revealed them to little children” (Luke 10:18-21).other words, it is the children (also childlikeults) who are
able to receive and use the authority of God “éonple on snakes and scorpions and to overcombeapidwer of
the enemy”. This is probably because of their immoe, openness and lack of worldly sophisticatiot faith-
spoiling cynicism. They are better able to depend>0d, receiving and acting on the things He resvaal directs
them to pray without doubt or questioning.

it is the children

Psalm 8:2 declares that it is “from the lips ofldtén and infants [God] has ordained praise becadigis]
enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger” (NAfother translation puts it “out of the mouthsh@bes and
infants you have founded a bulwark because of yoes” (NRSV). Here the idea of children’s prayereviding a
fortress of protection for a community or natioraimgt the enemy is implied. This is consistent wither passages
of Scripture such as Isaiah 62:6-7 and Ezekiel @2Bich speak of the wall of protection around t& or nation
that prayer erects and how God uses our praydmsrg about social and political transformation.

How can we begin to mobilize children to becomenggjef transformation through prayer? You will hgeeir own
creative ideas that come to you as you prayeriiliyt the process. The children themselves wilbably have the
best ideas, and at the beginning and as you prpdeisdwise to ask them what they think. Here soene initial
suggestions that come from CiP practitioners ardhadvorld that may be helpful:

1. Initially children may need to be "coached aiberated" in prayer by being given basic prayeramdary
(often encouraged through "repeat after me prayers" or prayer games); however, once the children have the
basic concepts, they need to be released to praguads with their adult counterparts. (The saraby ISpirit
working in adults is present with children). Empiza the importance of children as "transformationa
prayers" through verbal encouragement and actions.

2. At each meeting have the children pray for ysutleeir leader. Not only does this affirm in antithe
importance children have in prayer, it also give®pportunity to watch the Lord work in your lifeofn week
to week). This is an especially important tool ¢bildren from non-Christian backgrounds.

3. Prayer needs to happen with "clean hands andstieadust as we wash our hands before we eahesd to
ask God to wash our hearts before we begin praykis time of confession should be introspectieeusing
on the transformation of the child.

(continued next page)
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An Untapped Source: Mobilizing Children to Pray (..  .continued)

4,

10.

Encourage the children to talk simply and dlyeatith God about everything in their lives and coomities,
bringing to Him every concern, problem and needr thanilies and others face. Remind them that toay
talk to God any time, anywhere.

Practice conversational prayer with them (prayspecifically in clear, brief sentences, agreeiitp each
other in faith and listening to God quietly for whde may say through insights or thoughts that gome
Encourage them to share what they are feelingamivimg as they pray together. Realize that whaxyipg
aloud, children are likely to pray very short pneyebut will often pray multiple times in one praye
session. The shortness of these prayers oftes lealdnger times of silence than we are accustoimed
groups of adults. This should be expected an@ifedtas time to listen to God.

Use stories of prayer from the Bible to shar@'&promises and build their faith.

Do not criticize the children for their prayer©ften a child says or does creative things irygrdhat are
different from what we adults expect (this ofteings fresh insights that adults miss). If a chddaying/
doing something really disruptive, heretical, dieakive, deal with them in a one-on-one contexpleasizing
constructive criticism.

Sharg national problems and concerns in_ a s_impiener. Watch the Often a child says or
headlines and share with the children what is haipge You may want to : .
bring in newspapers, photos, or other visual aasnake these concerns _does creative things
tangible for the children. Encourage them to mwagcretely for the problem N prayer that are
(ex: pray for all the children who like math anc atisplaced because of different from what
flooding in the country, or all the children whavei with their grandmas we adults expect
because mommy and daddy died of HIV/AIDS).

Keep a journal of what the children have asked @r and write down how God answers their prayers
reporting back to them to increase their faith arpectation.

Encourage prayer in pairs or triplets so thiéddan learn to partner with others as Jesus teaciseto do
(Matthew 18:19-20).

Here are some prayer activities that may be usefgoup sessions.

1.

Word of God Lessons: These should focus on gimgaperson/people in the Bible, reiterating thaidG
listened to these people and wants to listen to(gruprayers of Paul or Jesus).

Silent Prayer (short)

Call and Response Prayer (i.e. repeat after riiéjs acculturates kids to praying out loud angegithem
prayer vocabulary.

Memorized Prayer (the Lord's Prayer, Psalm &3).eMake games out of this to help children margoand/
or give rewards for correct recitation. Books cdyers are an excellent resource for this.

Individual prayer out loud (in a group or one bye). This should be used after children areadire
comfortable with Call and Response prayer.

Prayer Circle. Have children stand in a ciradéding hands to pray for something specific. khdld is not
comfortable with speaking their prayer out loug\tltan squeeze the hand of the person next tcopatbeir
turn to pray aloud.

Praying for children around the world who: acgrbon your birthday, have a family just like youngave the
same favorite subject in school you do, have tineesaame meaning you do, etc... Use these concress id
to help children connect with the concept of prgywith children in far away nations.

Prayer walks around the communities (prayinfrant of each child's home, local churches, efEhis is a
very good tool with children!

Praying for the world through letters of thetepet. (Ex: leader calls out letter "C" and clgitbs to map and
selects a nation or city that begins with the %" and then prays for the children in that place

10. Praying through points of the compass. 1) Hagechildren face East and pray for what is diyeiat front of

them (people in the neighboring house, the farnterss field they can see, etc.) 2) Then ask whiariker
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away in that direction (another village, a cityg)eind have them pray for this. 3) Ask what ishfar still in
that direction (a neighboring country, etc). 4pBat this for all 4 points of the compass.

11. Brainstorm a list of people, places, needs, etthe local community. Have the children tipeay for these.

12. 50/50 prayer: have the children pray for sometkhat is concerning them (ex: healing from iispand then
have them give the other half of the prayer awag ‘agft" to other children in the same circumstanc

13. Prayer songs with actions.

14. Use "prayer tools" like maps, globes, cololists of prayer requests, pictures of children ggimayed for in
other countries, etc. Even very simple use of suaterials can really help children grasp whas ithey are

praying for in a concrete way.

The Following Sources Were Consulted in the Writifighe Article

Children in Prayer movement colleagues from arahedvorld were consulted and shared their pracsisgbestions
for procedures and activities they have found usefstarting CiP programs in their churches anchicwnities.

Graf, Jonathan, Sandra Higley, Lani Hinkle, and ¢yaButton.
Growing Up Prayerful: A Leader's Kit to Get KidsaBed, Colorado Springs: Navpress, 2002.

Harris, Jill (Student Mobilization Specialist, ClalBroject). Telephone Interview with Rachel Criswé&2 May

2003.

lInisky, EstherlLet The Children Praywentura: Regal Books, 2000.

Revised in 2008

TURNING JACOBS TROUBLE INTO BLESSING

(Issued by lan Johnson on 28 January 2013)
Today is International Holocaust remembrance ddkis

could be said that the doctrines held by Mormondetiovah
witness folk are true because they use the worGaif to

article looks at the hope of the restoration oftlailhgs. and Justify a faulty belief system.

challenges some of the thinking in the body of nadss
Recently | was confronted with a Messianic Jewislielver

Ezk36:22-30 also makes it clear that YHVH is resipr
Israel for his own names sake. He also states ¢j@ng to

teaching a doctrine of destruction and judgmentethasclean you and deliver you from all your sins analsd Then

around Jeremiah 30:7 known as Jacobs's troubletatitght

that soon the people of Israel are going to beralgsd

down to only a handful or remnant. It seems tothag his

teaching was based on Scofields dispensationalridect
which takes portions of the written word but laggignores

the Character and nature of YHVH.

It's not just an error in Messianic/Christian bgligut also in

extreme branches of Orthodox Judaism. In Israe2(mhl

while in the wilderness of Zin in the Negev, | @across a

he says | am going to put my spirit in you and deayour
hearts. This is the heart of YHVH. That's all Hi®rk

there is nothing of mans work in there at all. Romdl
makes it clear that Jews have paid an enormous pacthat
the Gentiles can partake of salvation, but Paukgme in
Romans 11 to say that it is YHVH that will restohe Jews
to their rightful place and that restoration, I€liko call
“Resurrection glory” or as Paul puts it “Life frothhe dead”

THE SHOAH AS JACOB’S TROUBLE

group of Orthodox Jews from the USA who were prgyinAnne Frank the famous Jewish Shoah victim, who dted

“Against” the land of Israel. In their belief systeYHVH

would not set up a “land” of Israel until Messiaadhcome.
So they felt it was their role to pray for the damtling of
the secular state of Israel. How could you notteeaniracle
of the reformed land of Israel?

How is it possible, that in the light of the miracbf the
restoration of Israel happening before our eyestthia sort
of teaching even exists? The key to unlockingtthéh of
the scripture is not understood because the hexitlgH is
not understood.

YHVH is not bound by our interpretation of his wetdit he
is bound by his own character and nature and thisthis
alone must be used in understanding scripture.r@ibe it

Auschwitz after being hidden in Holland for most tbe

war. In 1944 wrote: Who has afflicted us? Who haslenus
Jews different to all other people? Who has allowsdo

suffer so terribly up till now? it is G_d that hamde us as
we are, but it will be G_d, too, who will raise wg again. If
we bear all this suffering and if there still bevddeft, when

it is all over, the Jews, instead of being doomdtbe held

up as an example.

Anne Frank perhaps without realizing it, was adyual
echoing the words of Hosea 6:1-2: Come, let ugmetuthe
Lord. He has torn us to pieces but He will heal us; he has
injured us but he will bind up our wounds. Afterohdlays he

(continued next page)
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TURNING JACOBS TROUBLE INTO BLESSING (...continued)

will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, that we
may live in his presence.

Although this scripture is most often quoted astieg to
the resurrection of Yeshua, as is common with Hebre
prophecy it has a dual meaning. An examinatiorheftext
makes it clear | think. The terms “he has torn &84 “he
will heal US” is plural rather than being recordiedthe
singular. | suggest that this represents the déyisrael
since or just before Messiah Yeshua was born.

The short lived independent nation of Israel wonJogas

will become jealous and return. No amount of thgicial
nonsense from the Gentiles or mis-informed Jewgoisg

to touch the hearts of Israel. Martin Luther mdde same
mistake in his word based message, which becamedhat
towards the Jews and ultimately led to the Shoatly @
demonstration of the resurrection glory of Messiglhturn
Jewish hearts toward Messiah.

Many teachers understanding of the Character andenaf
G_d is not redemptive, rather it is restrictive aaligious,
the very things that made Yeshua angry. Moses Wiasta

Maccabee or in the Hebrew Y'hudhah Ha Makabi endedurn YHVH's heart regarding the sons of Jacob when
with the Roman invasion 150 odd years before Yeshua Was going to destroy them. That's the redemptivereaf

birth. 2000 years (or two days) later The restoratof
Israel started with Theodore Hertzls first Ziorehgress in
1897, Israel has been miraculously resurrectechamdwe
are in the third day of both Israel and Judah. Benare
grafted into Israel therefore we share her joy, andah is
restored again to the land and soon as one newiman
Messiah Jew & Gentile, Israel & Judah will rejoicesee
their king.

The Rabbis during and around the second world \&ar s
the sufferings they were experiencing as a sigh 'thiae
Age of redemption" was approaching, that is theiognfor
for followers of Yeshua the return of Messiah) Rdlsvin

of Warsaw, actually recorded much of the sufferagga
record; he described the birth pains of Jacobs trouble as
“the pains before the coming of Messiah"

Jacobs trouble is fairly easy to see in the Shéaly. one
who doubts this MUST spend a whole day reflectingad
Vashem Shoah memorial

There is a time of trouble coming for the natioafied the
great tribulation which will of course affect Istdoit this is
not the time of Jacobs trouble. Jeremiah 30:7 Hgtsays
He (Jacob) will be saved out of it.

No one can doubt that the restoration of the ldnidrael is
indeed the result of the birth pains of Jacobskieuand
the good news is that Abba says Jacob will be sautdf
it. This is YHVH'’s heatrt.

The Jewish population has not yet recovered froendéy
of Jacobs trouble, in 1939 there were 16,728,000 Jews;
today 74 years later, The Jewish population id etily
13,085,000, however Zechariah says as a promisajll"|
call for them (as a Shepherd calls his sheep) atdeg
them in. THEN | will redeem them and they will be a
numerous as before" (ZEc 10:8)

| spoke to a young British Jewish girl who didn’ami to
make Aliyah because she still carried Jacobs teoubher
heart, she felt as a Jew she was safer outsideas| Irather
than all being in one place.

But is G_d rounding up the Jews so he can destrem?..
NO NO NO!!! He is rounding them up so he can showthf
his glory in them and show them tender mercy arehtgr
loving kindness and lead them to see Messiah. Tddilgs
role in all of this is to show forth the resurrectipower and
glory of Yeshua to such an extent that our Jewisithlers

G_d. “ He is Willing that none should perish”. Thssthe
heart of YHVH.

Psalm 102:16 says For | will rebuild Zion and appesits
glory" The Hebrew context here (means end
last) indicates that this promise is given for thed
generation. Joel refers to the end thus: Joel B:thbse
days and at that time | will restore the fortunégWWDAH
and Jerusalem. There is no mention of being desdraye
constant theme is restored. Restoration is thet hefar
YHVH.

Amos 9:15 says | will again plant Israel in thewro
land, never again to be uprooted from the landvehgiven
them says the LORD your G_d"

Abba’s heart is to restore Israel into the glory hadr

Messiah and we must remember that the G_d of Issael
supernatural G_d who lives in a supernatural péexckedoes
supernatural things.

My personal experience in talking to secular Jawksiael
and in New Zealand is that they are not interested
religious words, but they do respond to the powethe
Spirit of YHVH. Many friends in Israel who love atkaow
messiah had their encounters not through wordghibotigh
the action and workings of Rauch ha Kodesh.

It is now time to see Jacobs trouble turned intcoba
redemption, this is the heart of YHVH and we nemddy
as Ezekiel said when YHVH asks us can these bavne? |
He said “You know Lord” by saying Lord you know. &th
was a smart answer from Ezekiel and it would bersofa
us too to yield to His heart for Israels redempti@s it says
in Acts 3:2021; Messiah will remain in heaven until the
restoration of all things, As Bishop Bierman putsTihe
restoration of all things is, the Gentiles backhteir Jewsih
roots and the Jews back to their land and theirshas

The teaching that says God is rounding up the Jews
destroy all but a remnant is designed by the entnstop
Jacob returning to the land out of fear. Abbas thisatear
not for | am with you. Jacobs trouble will beconaedbs
blessing.

IAN W JOHNSON

HIS AMAZING GLORY MINISTRIES
www.hisamazinggloryministries.org
www.israeltours.co.nz

www.haorizon.org.nz

or

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org



Transforming Sydney & Prayer Strategy for the Spher  es of Influence Newsletter - July 2015 18

Leadership Keys

By Peter Irvine

A leader leads
- 1S ANYONE FOLLOWING?

People look for leadership. Even though they ¢eéiand often put leaders down they WANT someorstand up
and take the lead. We see it in politics and spibthe time - a good leader won't always be popbla will have a
strong following because people look for someorepared to take responsibility. God looked for lead&ho
would stand up and be counted to lead his people.

In the Bible we see examples of good and bad Isatfefosiah at eight years of age could becomeobtige better
kings, we all have the opportunity to lead in therch, in business, politics, community and family.

What separates leaders from followers?
DESIRE:

Leaders develop a real passion for what they waaichieve. The desire to do something of worth\aide will
inspire you to take the lead and see it realised.

Ask yourself:
¢+ What do | want?
¢+ Why do | want it?

¢+ How badly do | want it?

VISION:

The things that really inspire great achievemergsvesionary, they're not superficial. This appliggh individuals,
churches, businesses, partnerships and even gptaams.

When | first took on the job of managing directdraclarge advertising agency in Sydney, the leddeream of
working directors were in a slump. | realised | wasv in charge so | had better get on with the§olearn along
the way, make decisions and take the lead. Cligisbeen lost and others were reviewing their aptié series of
poor decisions had left the staff with low morais. a team we needed to show positive leadershipesmeviewed
where we were going —

First we set the vision for the company- What did we want to be known for? What did wentrta achieve?
People started to get excitethe journey had just started.

Next we set in place short and long term goals towds that vision —

The goals were achievable and the vision caméddpvie could DO this!

Then the steps needed to grow the busingsstain old clients and attract new ones werdredl Who would do
what and by when? The details became clearer. Buerlgad a part to play.

Not only could we do this, but now each persoménagency could say ‘I'm important to its success’!

Very quickly the tide began to turn, people resmmhtb positive leadership and vision. During thiofeing two
years the agency had record growth.

John Maxwell in his book ‘Leadership Gold’ lists se veral points that define leadership

+ The willingness to put oneself at risk

(continued next page)
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Leadership Keys (...continued)

¢+ The passion to make a difference with others

¢+ Being dissatisfied with the current reality

¢ Taking responsibility while others are making exas

¢ Seeing the possibilities in a situation while otlsesire seeing the limitations

¢ The readiness to stand out in a crowd

¢ An open mind and an open heart

+ The ability to submerge your ego for the sake ofat/is best

+ Evoking in others the capacity to dream

+ Inspiring others with a vision of what they can ctibute

¢+ The power of one harnessing the power of many

¢ Your heart speaking to the hearts of others

¢ The integration of heart, head and soul

¢ The capacity to care and in caring, to liberate tlteas, energy and capacities of others

¢ The dream made reality

¢ Above all, courageous

MATURITY (WISDOM):

There is no such thing as instant maturity or lestdp. Remember you are leading people, not robots.

You don't get there by knowing lots of THINGS, ybave to know how to inspire others — they will aftenow
more things than you do!

You need plenty of good old-fashioned wisdom, whadtes experience to develop - remember

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdomg&nowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”
Proverbs 9:10

“Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many asers they succeedProverbs 15:22

“A discerning man keeps wisdom in view, but a foeyes wander to the ends of the earBrdverbs 17:24
It takes time, effort and many mistakes to learatwtorks with people.
It also takes time for others to trust your lealdgrsnd follow you.
Search it out:

¢+ Learn from leaders you respect — watch how theywlitla circumstances, how they inspire others, hogy
handle criticism or difficult issues.

¢ Learn how NOT to lead from the mistakes of otheather than your own!). Work out how they could dav
done better.

¢ Listen to good leadership teaching from people e been successful. The best leadership teaishing
found in God’s word — try John Maxwell’s ‘LeadergiBible’.

¢+ Keep open to change — be open to genuine critidsmit close your mind or think you know enouglgtd
by.

¢ Learn to bounce ideas off others for input - haeators (those you respect) to share your plansawvithbe
encouraged or challenged by.

(continued next page)
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Leadership Keys (...continued)

When | was given leadership roles early in my careach step was a challenge. Leadership resoames
encouragement were not easily available. | leahyewial and error what worked with people and wdtiah't. | was
very thankful for a Managing Director who had ab$elconfidence in me. So | learned to build thefidence of
people in my department.

Through my own mistakes, | learned how NOT to salisputes between staff members by trying to kéepnt

apart and happy (far better to have them confrach @ther and sort out the problems). By trial @mdr | found out

what | needed to prioritise and what could wadtlslo very quickly found out that a negative attitutid not generate
good responses from people work-wise! It also tiwle for others to accept me as the department aeddo earn
their respect.

“The purpose of leadership is to take people where they couldn’t go on their own, to inspire and equip to do
what they thought they could not do and accomplibht can only be done by a group working together”
John Maxwell

Again, John Maxwell likes to equate leadership took Pot cooking. It takes time, but the productvizrth the
wait.

Leadership keys:

GET THE RIGHT PEOPLE ON BOARD

They might look like a bunch of misfits (Jesus'dilides sure looked this way!) as long as they laegight bunch of
misfits — motivated, capable, open to learn andyé¢a do whatever it takes.

At times people will need to move on, and if theyd make the change themselves, you will needtsaimething.
Learn to recognise when someone is holding backrea of the business (church, or organization)r& hee times
we wait for people we shouldn’t have waited fogytltontinually cause conflict or stress for thosmuad them and
don’t seem ready or willing to change. Pastor @stken is quoted as saying

“Your identity is not tied to those who walk awegnh you”

One of our franchisees shared with me the probleensvas having with a staff member at his stores T@rson
seemed to cause constant conflict with her workspdtee other staff were unhappy working with hdre-was in

danger of losing some good people. Yet our framehtould not face letting her go, this was somgthimhad never
done before — the stress was giving him sleeplagstsa After encouragement and advice he finallyjdenghe

change. He shared that now he was able to sleepalikaby and the other staff members were veryyhapg

relieved. The tone of the store changed dramagicélhen | looked at his sales figures followingstishange they
had grown substantially — One person had beennglis business back!

There will be times when others join the team teetgou to the next level, times when existing peaglow into
leadership roles or are trained to take on diffeegras of responsibility - as a leader you neellet constantly
identifying the right people for the right rolestlag right time.

LEARN TO LET GO
YOU can't do everything!

That's what leadership is about — if you insistdming everything or making every decision yoursilg team will
never grow, in fact potential leaders will becomesfrated, critical and leave. You will end up watlgroup of ‘yes-
men’ (or women) - people who are incapable of degisaking and simply process what you tell thetmave met
quite a few people with this leadership style anzertainly puts limits on how far they can growvhether this is in
business, as a department head or even a church.

Delegate:

If you can’t delegate you can only grow to the tsrof your own time and capability, if you want alitlay, get too
busy, or are ill, work piles up and nothing movessard. In Exodus18 Jethro, Moses’ father in lawligmges him

(continued next page)
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Leadership Keys (...continued)

to delegate his overwhelming responsibilities tpatde men. Jethro says - Vs23-24

“If you do this and God so commands, you will bkedb stand the strain, and all these people walllgpme
satisfied. Moses listened to his father-in-law didleverything he said.”

Learn to step back:

Step back! When you give others responsibilitythetm make their own decisions without constantiitibg in. No
one will do the job the same way as you do — tlaib&ut it - this could be a good thing! There wil $ome mistakes
made, even with the best people — allow these paogearn without undue interference.

It not only frees you to move forward, it makesnofor good people to grow to the next level — yall keep them
rather than lose them to another employer.

KEEP IT SIMPLE

We complicate everything! — keep it simple.

Giving staff or family a long list of rules onlyustrates decision-making. When your people ‘shangl ‘own’ the
vision, they want to do the right thing and knoattfailure is only a step towards success.

Marketing companies often create promotions withgarthat are so difficult and complex very fewtjggpate. You
want many to engage — learn to make life and basiae simple as you can.

TAKING CRITICISM

In a race the attention is on the Leaders, nohosé at the end.

A leader attracts attention so get used to it!

Criticism, media challenge, internal disputes waillcome to the top so learn how to handle these.
¢ Think before you respond

+ Don't respond in anger or frustration

+ If possible - Wait before you respond

¢+ Speak the positive messages not the problems

¢ If Incorrect — change and correct the story

+ Don't over-react - make sure there is balance

¢ Listen to all sides — and listen rather than speak!

¢+ Have a realistic view of yourself — you are notfeet

¢+ See the experience as an opportunity to grow

Highly visible leaders are also highly targetedo@deaders learn how to function in difficult eroriments and not
lose focus.

Wise Leaders Prioritise:

The following are extracts from ‘The Word for Toddy Bob Gas which impacted me and | believe waalty
make you think how to prioritise as a leader anlifén

WHAT REALLY MATTERS?

One of life's greatest challenges is thinking anohg the things that ultimately matter and bringcass. A life in
which anything goes, is a life in which nothing go@/isdom means having the discipline to prioritiee the ability
to work toward a stated goal.

(continued next page)
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Leadership Keys (...continued)
The question is not,

‘Will my calendar be full?' but

‘Who will fill it?" and

‘What will it be filled with?'

The story is told of a lighthouse keeper on a rastkgtch of coastline who received a new supplyilagach
month to keep the light burning.

Being close to the shore he had lots of guestsoiam from the village needed some oil to keepdraily
warm; a farmer requested some for his tractor;, a mechanic wanted some to lubricate a wheel. All the
requests seemed legitimate so the lighthouse ke&pato please everybody. Before the month was loig
oil was gone and the beacon went out. As a resultral ships were wrecked and lives were lost.

When the authorities investigated, the man was regpgntant. But to his excuses and pleading tregtyr
was, "You were given oil for one purpose - to kbedight burning.'

Be wise - prioritise!
Life priorities
In a survey, people over 90 were asked, 'If youymad life to live over what would you do differdy®’
Three answers constantly re-emerged:
¢ I'd spend more time with my family and friends
¢ I'd take more risks

¢ I'd do things that would live on after I'm gone.

Wisdom is the art of knowing what to overlook
Petty things steal too much of our time and wesfirup living for the wrong reasons.

When an Olympic gold medallist was asked the sefrbis success he replied, 'Planned neglect } mytitraining
period is completed, | deliberately neglect evengtelse.'

If you react to every situation and say, 'yesvierg request, you'll never succeed in what youatked to do.

Several years ago 300 whales died mysteriously MBlegause they pursued a school of sardines aneddend
up marooned in a bay. The little ones lured thedsigs to their deaths. By chasing small ends trestes
their vast powers and got insignificant results.

The apostle Paul had it figured out:

“The most important thing is that | complete my sios, the work that the Lord Jesus gave me”
(Acts 20:24 NCV)

What's your 'most important thing’?

One of the most interesting stories to come fromTitanic disaster was of a wealthy woman who had a
place in one of the lifeboats. Asking if she caeldirn to her stateroom for something, she wasrgiheee
minutes. Stepping over money and precious geragiyt her cabin floor, she grabbed three oranged an
returned to the lifeboat.

Circumstances transformed her values; tragedy clarified her priorities. Learn from her; be wise - prioritise!

Peter Irvine
www.peterirvine.com

Peter is Co-Founder of Gloria Jean’s Coffees Austrauthor of ‘Win In Business’ and ‘Building yoBusiness,
your People, your Life’ and keynote speaker.
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Presidential Prayer Team - July 2015 Update

Attached is our latest update. Thank you for sharing this with your members and thank you for keeping the United
States in your prayers. We are grateful and thankful. May God bless you and your ministry abundantly!

Your brother in Christ!

Roy C Patterson

The Presidential Prayer Team
(866) 433-7729 x209

Can God be found in Washington DC today?

We are often asked “what is the most common pragen our members?” It is that God would revealtirut
and shed light upon the deceit and secrets ofeaaldrship in Washington DC. The truth is God isvensg
those prayers nearly every week. News headlingés#ya'missing emails found” and “IRS caught coihgl
with DOJ and FBI” give us hope. But these headlimey also leave you wondering, “Have we passed the
point of no return?”

The answer to that question is an emphatic “NO!” |éase read on for an intimate look at what God is
doing behind the scenes in Washington DC.

There’s a subtle but obvious change occurring @ Wmited States and it became apparent to the Praye
Team during recent personal meetings with more thisty newly-elected Representatives and Senakors.
short, God is sending more of His warriors into Wagton DC who are willing to fight this battle fte
soul of our nation. Many of them are Representatamed Senators but also significant staff membeds a
other non-political people of faith.

As we met with them and heard their stories of h@ad has called them, they also expressed their
gratefulness that the Prayer Team has consistaugpigorted them in prayer.

We were thrilled to learn about weekly Bible stedand prayer meetings these leaders and staff membe
attend in their own offices, in their places ofidesice and, even, within the Capitol Building itsét fact,

we were invited to attend a once-a-week, afteriooeeting in the basement of the Capitol Buildima t
can only be described as a true worship serviceBanld teaching.

We are very excited about these revelations oftfaihd integrity from our leadersiGod seems to be laying
a foundation for eventually turning our countryrfrtver wicked ways. Things move slowly in DC, howeve
SO patience is our virtue. “Let us not grow wedrgdaing good.” (Gal 6:9 ESV)

Right now, we are less than 500 days away frornthe election. We must continue praying that Golll wi
send more of His faithful warriors into Washingtd€. The Prayer Team is working diligently to impeov
communications with these courageous leaders &ffart to provide our members with better, moreeiyn
information and prayer points.

We urge you to continue praying with us and wakehhiand of God move across America.
The Prayer Team!

P.S. Now you can see why we're so excited abodin@wing in our capital. Let's keep praying!

Mobilizing America to pray ... www.presidentialprayerteam.org

Since 2001, The Presidential Prayer Team has been the source millions of Americans turn
to for encouragement and inspiration to pray for America, our President, our national
leaders, and our Armed Forces.

"l urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for
everyone - for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in
all godliness and holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2
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i during the day. This is why morning prayer and
A Spll’ltUﬂ' WOI’k meditation is so important: it gives us a chance to
(By Fr. Yuhanna Azize) establish a vivid sense of the presence of Goduin o

lives and in our world. The clearer this sense, &nd
grows the more we pray, the better the chance &fnga
the connection, of receiving the influence of a ream
of grace, while we are engaged in our work. We oann
have the state of a meditative mind while workibgt
we can have the influence of prayer and meditation

Lawyers are often like gamblers. They have to take
chances: on the personality of the bench, with how
witnesses will perform, and, not least, the perboes

on the other side. It has to be this way: eventthn
large world are not predictable. Together with lides

or observed regularities of physics and chemigtrgre

is accident the random intersection of two different
i lines of causation. We do not and cannot have abalir

T - . over all accidents, although we can take steps to
3 January 2015 (The Prophets Micah and Malachi) minimise them and their effegcts i

Every work can be a spiritual work, no matter hawl,d W
routine, or even overwhelming it may seem. Th
connection between our work and the spiritual ifeis

RN TR

hat we can plan for — in fact, the only thing wanc
reeally be responsible for, murselvesWe are responsi-
L ble for the efforts we make, how hard we try, thie a
— ourselves. So, to spiritualise our work, we hawe tudes we adopt, and how well we learn to analysk an

remember ourselves. And ”“f"t means to rememthend our own attitudeslost of all, no one can ever
ourselves as souls engaged in his world, Journeyiithke us deny our own conscienchl® accident can
idn%cir':aglr:a grr]]ljkngi\gghz?tg Of();ngigzr b(cjettj:raiusoen Ettl?a th@\/er make our consciences go mute. Conscienceeis th
our God iven’ moorin gs ir%j the sea of human life a‘{f\)//hVOice of God in us. Nothing defines us as peopltes

9 9 ) much as our consciousness and our conscience.araey

would a person be without duties? Or without an,ain['}1e ground of our spiritual answerability and freed

purpose and destination? Flotsam on the sea. So this | _ ¢ q ith
Too often, lawyers feel just like that: as if théias been 0 this IS. stf_ep one- prepare (.)r our _ay with praye
and meditation, even five minutes is better than

a shipwreck somewhere, and it's our job to strikein )
rough waters, retrieving everything of value foopee N0thing.
who are quite likely to have little gratitude, witbo A Race to ... what?

little time and too few resources to really do asdja « \ hat | have said to you, you will repeat, as you

job as we could. It is in just this situation tRaspiritual o5:h to those who live that life which is merekaae to
perspective can make all the differenttee difficulties  yoath » (DantePurgatorio 33:52-54).

can call us to seek a higher perspective . . .
gher persp What really is the point of all the frantic laps we as

| will take the law as my example, because | psadias |5,\yers? On the material level, that life is andyaran
a solicitor for many years. However, what | say &&n o 5 race to death, but a race which all mustHirasd
applied to every other walk of life: the principlése \\hich none can abjure. How to not be pulled inte th

precisely the same. vortex of the legal day? If we have made a good

This Day Is Unique preparation (prayer, meditation and adopting a sane
“Think that this day will never dawn again!” (Dante@ttitude to our lives) then the next step is to enak
Purgatorio 12:8) connection between that prepara-tion and our wgrkin

day, between that sensible outlook and the tendemcy
get pulled into frenetic activity. It can help toake
h . : . N
appointments during the day, for example, if | dedin
the morning that during the lunch hour | will shay
eyes and say one particular prayer with intention.

If I knew | would be in the office all day, | migltecide
beforehand that at say, 9.00a.m., 12 noon andBrA0

The first step to spiritualising our work is surétyvalue
each day as a God-given day, never to recur. Thece
es which are offered for making a contribution be t
lives of people around us, for achievingomth our inner
and outer lives, are always unique — and precious.

If we can call to mind each morning the nobility afr
calling as human beings, children of God, soulshim
material world, there is a chance we can rementbsr t (continued next page)
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A Spiritual Work (...continued)

I would — unless | was speaking with someone, aas  go perfectly for us.

otherwise impossible — position my chair so thatfact This means that we have been identifying too muith w
no attention, and close my eyes for sixty secondgaterial and worldly factors. We identify with dooks,
recalling the morning meditation, and maybe sayingour wealth, car, house, status, firm, the work wehbw
silent prayer. other people treat us (especially people we conside
In monastic life, the divine office has this fumcti of “in”), and so on.

interrupting the treadmill. In a quieter age, thegalus Again, the key is to remember God and the essential
said at 12 noon and 6.00 p.m. each day had the saBf-sciousness and conscience. We should, as

has to expend a fraction of the ingenuity we spend and failures in ma-terial terms, as by our soullitiea:
our files. | can place a small holy picture or ic@mmy qyr virtues and vices.

desk or in a drawer to serve as a focus when needed.l.his brings me to step three, the final one fos #thort

say a decade of the rosary. People will go for ijkwabroadsheet: examine your conscience at the enteof t
around the block, or duck out for a coffee, becaheg day. Have | thought, done and said what is right®ot,

know that_ a change of pace and at-ten_tlon cantheip why not? What happened? How can | avoid falling int
clear their heads. These are good ide-as. But | 8 same trap? It would often help to have a suirit
remember my God while doing so. director: some-one with whom one can speak, whether
Step two: make a connection between my morniggice a week or once a month, so long as it is aegul

preparation and certain moments in the day, whegyb need the perspective of informed consciences: ou

will remember God and my soul. own and someone else’s. Think that this day willeme
Purpose and Perspective dawn again, and make the most of it — for your sfaul
your family and for those with whom we journey

“Be like a solid tower whose brave height remains uthrou h life
moved by all the winds that blow; the man who lets his 9 '

thoughts be turned aside by one thing or anothd, wAll quotations from Dante were taken from Mark Masa
lose sight of his true goal, his mind sapped of it&anslation for Penguin Classics.

strength.” (DantePurgatorio 5:14-18)

Remember your aim: to live today as a good Christic-4
should, praising God, thanking Him for your life,= ¥ &
growing in faith, hope and love, and performingthe ;
best of your ability, good works.

| strive to perform my duty as a lawyer not becalise=§
have to, or am contractually bound, but becausgd to |
do my duty, knowing that my duties are hierarchycal '<§
arranged, with God at the climax, the guarantor ar=g
justification of all action. My duties are to Goddamy &
soul, to my family, and then to others. If | perfomy
duties with a clear con-science, nothing more can
asked of me.

the next case. It's as if the future would closemus if
we looked stupid in court, or we would go bankrifpt =
we lost one client. e

But hope, as Chesterton once remarked, is the mat g *
gift which is denied to the young. The young ima&gin =
that each setback is the end. They do not yet ha*.h_’.
enough experience to know that life goes on. At gfa
the problem with us is that we don't learnt thestesas
quickly as we might, simply because we somehoWhis was written by a Maronite priest. Of your mgrc
imagine — even subliminally — that things can amolgd  please pray for him.
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Real, Radical and Revolutionary - Building KingdBlationships with God, with
Each Other and with the World the latest book by Lynn B. Fowler. In it, Lynn

challenges her readers to a kind of Christianiay th very different from that which is
seen in much of the Church today.

This kind of Christianity is first of all real, baase it it based in the spirit, rather than
being the product of the human mind, emotions dIr Wwis radical, both in the
original meaning of the word, returning to the reat this case, firmly grounded in th
Word of God - and in the modern sense of beingcedlgi different from the norm. It is
revolutionary, overthrowing the government of ssifi and Satan in individual lives
and seeking to establish the Kingdom of God orheart

Like all radical and revolutionary ideas, this kiofdChristianity is dangerous. It is
dangerous to that within each of us that wouldgarafcomfortable, easy existence. If
is dangerous to the kingdom of darkness. It is demgs to those who embrace it, for
confronts both ourselves and those around usproention the predominant spiritua
forces in the world. Lynn B. Fowler

This real, radical and revolutionary Christianitgnks through our kingdom ”
relationships with God, with each other and with world. In this book Lynn looks at .
how we develop those relationships, in each casg asseries of concepts that take

the reader progressively deeper.

Reviewing the book, Yanger Longkumer, Principafatioch School of Missions, Kathmandu, Nepal, vsjtéReal,
Radical and Revolutionary! It is as practical as Biblical and theological. This is one of theshimteresting and very
sensible book | have ever read on the topic ofddmg building. Indeed, it is very insightful, profudi but in the meantime,
very simple and easy to understand. Lynn sticksatjoto the text and focuses in on the centre@Bible, Jesus Christ
nevertheless, try to be innovative.

This book calls us to rediscover the wonder ofti@heship and challenges us to consider some qumsstidow can we have
deeper relationship with God? How can we develgptrnielationship with each other? Why do we neecttiect our
relationship with God to the world? Lynn’s examirfiesndational, developmental, implementationakhsraonal, and
pastoral issues to help us experience the powiofundamental element of our faith. The authrgly emphasis and
concluded that the follower of Christ must be mtatebn Jesus’ example. Jesus is the only ultimavelthy of our model.
This book challenged us to be continuously asktipresare the people following me looking more li&sus or not. It
challenges me to look beyond the values of thiddyand gives me a mandate for making multiplyiregighles who in turn
will make other multiplying disciples.

Real, Radical and Revolutionary is a desperatefamatthurches, pastors, and all who claim the nafr@hrist to return to a
true, Biblical understanding of what it means tiiofe Christ: personal transformation into the liless of Christ. Lynn
reminds the reader that it's not enough to knowuallesus and His commands, Christians must livéhase commands
and mature in faith. This book is an inclusive aradl-exemplified guidebook that gives a detail @ss for building
kingdom. This interactive book seeks to help tdggond that to reach the hearts of the people wheneork with. | found
this book to be exceptionally useful in understagdhe ground rules of how to live a true and raldiisciple of Jesus
Christ. It's well organized and fascinating manuiagjives great illustrations to help the readedenstand the holistic
relationship with God, other and how this relattipshas to be reflected in the world.”

In another review, Peter Sweeny from the Salvationy in Whyalla writes, “Lynn Fowler has writtenmething that
needs to be listened to. Much of what we call "Theirch" today has become something that man his bui

| believe this is a must read, it's one of thosekisdhat you know what is being spoken is trueyout didn't have the words
to express whats been put on paper. | believeyasmmreads this book, The Holy Spirit will brifgttruth to life. This

book is about radical revolutionary love affair vitesus. It's time to put our religious mindsetdeath and live for Jesus as
a kingdom minded people, who are surrendered itoliesto see the coming harvest.

This is one of those must read books.”
You can get a free “sneak peek” at this book, pléree copy of Lynn's spiritual warfare book,
Called to Battle by subscribing to Lynn's free newsletteh#p://signup.lynnbfowler.com

To order Real, Radical and Revolutionary, emaiter@Ilynnbfowler.com

The recommended retail price is $24.95, however sgecial for readers of this newsletter, if
you mentionTransforming Sydneyou will be able to buy it for $22.00, includinggiage (in
Australia only).
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SAVE THE DATE

GLOBAL FORUM
FOR AWORLD WITHOUT ORPHANS

FEB 11-14, 2016 .
CHIANG MAI, THAILAND i

More than 1 billion children are exposed to violence every year and 152 million are considered
orphans. At least 7 million of them literally have no one in their lives and need a new permanent
family. Research demonstrates that institutional care is not the best solution for the development
of children and can even be damaging to a child’s ability to lead a healthy, productive life. A
cultural and infrastructural shift to family-based care (strengthening biological families, kinship
and foster care, and adoption) must take place.

Thankfully God's people are rising to respond to the plight of the fatherless. |

n many countries churches are joining efforts with governments, NGOs, and businesses to bring
sustainable transformation to the way orphans and vulnerable children are being cared for in their
societies. We believe the Body of Christ has the capacity to provide every child with permanent
family connections and end the orphan crisis. God is a Father of the fatherless and he sets the
lonely in families (Ps. 68:5-6).

In light of this growing movement, the first Global Forum for a World Without Orphans  will be
held on February 11-14, 2016 in Chiang Mai, Thailand

This will be a strategic time to activate, connect, and equip the Christian community worldwide to
address the orphan crisis. Leaders from around the world will be gathering to develop and share
solutions that provide every child with

a safe, stable, and nurturing family. / cooperative networks
For more information and to fill out the @

. . - 'l-l'lf Ukpame 2 oh; -
application to attend please visit #m e X SRPANS SRS ay

WWW.WWOfOI’UIT].OI’g

WITHOUT

ﬁ 'W' XRLD
g eu-.e Tae children ‘nl'l-'rﬂr*mr VJ ORPHANS

‘ﬁ) GL&E&.}.:HEPEFHE / organizations involved

[AMb  ccamr JA{%X
BIERATIONE: [[ Enmﬁ at Risk
A STRATEGIC TIME
TG ACTIVATE, CONNECT, : ~ .
AND EQUIP THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY DR @: B N C{%‘ﬁ@pﬂ
— |

WORLDWIDE TO ADDRESS THE ORPHAN CRISIS
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(Compiled by Di McRae ) is not compromised. Pray that they have courage to

PLEASE NOTE THAT FOR EASE OF READING | HAVE 17 11°%° 10 Peers argdetf tfgjh:i:h;;ﬁlghgﬁgf“
USED THE WORD 'SCHOOLS' TO COVER ALL Romans 1'16“Forr)l gm r?ot ars)hamed of the gospél of
LEARNING _INSTITUTIONS ~FROM ~ PRE-SCHOOL Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for
THROUGH TO TERTIARY IN BOTH GOVERNMENT everyc’)ne who believes, for the Jew first and alsdhie
AND PRIAVE SECTORS OF EDUCATION. ’

Greek.”
Day in August 7 Pray protection over our schools; for ministering angels
1 Declare Thy kingdom come thy will be done in our to be stationed at schools and for all ungodlyierices
schools as it is in heaven! to be bound by the Power of the Holy Spirit.

Luke 11:2 ‘So He said to them, ‘When you pray, say: ~ Fear proof our schools by praying for the love otiGo

Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your ~ be known and to be shed abroad in hearts by thempow

kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as itis i of the Holy Spirit.

heaven.” 1 John 4:18“There is no fear in love; but perfect love
casts out fear, because fear involves tormenthBut

2 Pray for all those who are in authority in Gowaamt who fears has not been made perfect in love.”

positions; Federal minister for Education Christopher

Pyne and State ministers for Education. 8 Pray for all those who make decisions on curicid
1 Timothy 2:1-2“Therefore | exhort first of all that and text books that the content presented to stsiden
supplications, prayers, intercessions and giving of honouring to the Lord.
thanks be made for all men, for kings and all whoia 2 Corinthians 10:5casting down arguments and every
authority, that we may lead a quiet and peacea[ﬂdn hlgh thing that exalts itself against the knowledge
all godliness and reverence.” God, bringing every thought into captivity to the
, L i o obedience of Christ,”
3 Praise God for His faithfulness in the past ierdpg
doors for Christian influence in our schools. 9 Pray for Christian parents to be full of the lmfeGod,
Pray that the doors stay open and for all Christian bold and full of wisdom, ministering the love @fsiis
influences into schools to be protected and tociase. Christ to the school community.
These Christian influences include but are nottéchi Pray that they choose to be in significant posttie.g.
to, Chaplaincy programmes, SRE teachers, Scripture 0N school boards and committees where they can
Union, local church holiday programmes etc. influence decisions in a Godly way.
Psalm 119:90'Your faithfulness endures to all Matthew 5:16“Let your light so shine before men, that
generations; You established the earth, and it abides.” _they may S:'ee your good works and glorify your Fathe
4 Pray for Christian teachers. In heaven.
Pray for their relationship with the Lord to be 10 Pray for teachers, school principals, universityurers
strengthened that they be shining lights for Hioidb to have wisdom from the Lord.
full of wisdom with miracles confirming the Word of Ephesians 1:17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
God that is spoken. the Father of glory, may give to you the spiritndédom

Isaiah 61:1-3“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,  and revelation in the knowledge of Him,”

Because the LORD has anointed Me to preach good 11 pray for the fear of the Lord to fall upon aibse
tidings to the poor; He has sent me to heal the broken involved in Education.

hearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, Ahe Proverbs 3:7“Do not be wise in your own eyes, fear the
opening of the prison to those who are bound; To Lord and depart from evil.”

proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, And tag of Psalm 111:10The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn, to wisdom.”

console those who mourn in Zion, to give them lyeaut _ o .

for ashes, oil of joy for mourning, the garmenprdise 12 Praise the Lord for all Christian places of g

for the spirit of heaviness, That they may be called trees Pray that these institutions increase in influeat®ss
of righteousness, The planting of the LORD, that He the nation and that they continue to find favoontr
may be glorified.” government bodies.

Proverbs 29:25'Fear of man will prove to be a snare,

5 Pray for labourers to be raised up for the hdrves but whoever trusts in the Lord is kept.”

More Christian classroom teachers ,scripture &ach

Chaplains, youth workers etc. 13 Pray for all Christian workers in schools, (g@uth
Matthew 9:38Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest workers and scripture teachers) for the love of @od
to send out labourers into His harvest.” have flow out of them and for them to abound with

Godly wisdom and boldness .
2 Corinthians 4:7‘But we have this treasure in earthen
vessels that the excellence of the power may Gedf

(continued next page)

6 Pray for Christian students; that they be bold and not
ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Pray far the
relationship with the Lord to be strong so thairtfeith
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and not of us.” John 14:21*He who has My commandments and keeps
them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me wi
be loved by My Father, and | will love him and niesi
Myself to him.”

14 Pray for the salvation of students and teachers.
John 3:16“For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life.” 24 Praise God that He is our Father.

Pray that He is a Father to the father-less insochpols.

1 John 3:1“Behold what manner of love the Father has
- bestowed on us, that we should be called the crildf

spirit of the world.

|H
Philippians 4:8“Finally, brethren, whatever things are God!
true, whatever things are noble, whatever things ar 25 Praise the Lord that He is our healer!

15 Pray for protection over hearts and minds afestis,
that they will discern truth and be protected fribra

things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever Pray that the Lord will be manifest as the healesur
things are lovely, whatever things are of good repb schools bringing healing to those who have learning
there is s any virtue and if there is anything disabilities, physical disabilities, illnesses allérgies.
praiseworthy—meditate on these things.” Psalm 103:1-3“Bless the Lord, O my soul;

And all that is within me, bless His holy name!

16 Pray that the celebration of Easter and Christithbe Bless the Lord, O my soul and forget not all His

upheld at all schools.

Psalm 148:13'Let them praise the name of the Lord, benefits: . S
: . ” Who forgives all your iniquities, who heals all you
for His name alone is exalted! diseases.”

17 Pray for prayer groups to be raised up in &ibets. 26 Declare FREEDOM over our schools. Freedom frbm a

18 Declarelesus Christ is Lord! over the schools of our forms of evil addictions.
nation. John 3:36“Therefore if the Son makes you free, you

19 Pray that all content taught aligns with theftrof shall be free indeed.

God’'s word. E.g. that the history syllabus accuyate 27 Praise God for His wisdom. Pray that all decisimade

reflects the Christian heritage that Australialesbed by educators will be wise ones.
with; that in science, creation is taught as truth. Ephesians 1:1%hat the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
John 16:13"However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has  the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of
come, He will guide you into all truth;” wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him,”

20 Pray for the future of all students. That théy fallow 28 Pray for the light of God’s word to permeatergve
the plan that the Lord has for them. aspect of the education system, exposing and figshi
Jeremiah 29:11For | know the thoughts that | think out all forms, plans and schemes of evil and dzs&n
toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace anaho John 8:12Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, ‘I
evil, to give you a future and a hope.” am the light of the world. He who follows Me shnadt

21 Praise God that He is our comforter. walk in darkness, but have the light of life.

Pray that the Holy Spirit permeates all schooladirig 29 Praise God that He is our Hope and that weatre n

comfort to teachers, and students and the entireosc without hope in this world. Pray that a spirit obppe
community wherever it is needed. will come upon our schools and students.

John 14:16 (AMP)“And | will ask the Father, and He Romans 15:13'Now may the God of hope fill you with
will give you another Comforter (Counselor, Helper, all joy and peace in believing, that you may aboimd

Intercessor or, Advocate, Strengthener, and Stapndby hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

that He may remain with you forever” 30 Praise God that we are equipped and able tveenthe

22 Declare Psalm 24:7-10 over the schools of otioma victory that He purchased for us at Calvary.
Lift up your heads, O you gates! 2 Corinthians 10:4-6'For the weapons of our warfare
And be lifted up, you everlasting doors! are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down
And the King of glory shall come in. strongholds, casting down arguments and every high
Who is this King of Glory? thing that exalts itself against the knowledge ofiG
The Lord strong and mighty, bringing every thought into captivity to the obetie of
The Lord mighty in battle Christ, and being ready to punish all disobedienten
Lift up your heads, O you gates! your obedience is fulfilled.”

And lift them up, you everlasting doors!

And the King of glory shall come in. 31 Pray for all those involved in Education to have

revelation regarding the Glory of God.

, Lo "
phots hisking ot dorys - Habakkuk 2:14“For the earth will be filled with the
€ Lord ot hosts, He Is the King ot giory. knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the watensec

23 Pray that all aspects of life at our schoolkogfthe the sea.”

truth and love of our Heavenly Father. Next month - SeptembeiCharity and Not for Profit Welfare
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Praying for the Persecuted Church
“I will hasten and not delay to obey your command3salm 119:60
Read more and how you can helpvatw.vom.com.au

IRAN: Christian Prisoner Informed of Early Release Date

Iranian Christians rejoice in a positive developtrarihe case of Farshid Fathi, in prison sinceddgoer 2010, who
has been informed that he is due for early releBaeshid was among 22 believers arrested in Tebra26
December 2010 as part of a wider wave of arrestsh8end of April 2011 all had been released exEapshid.

In April 2012, Farshid was sentenced to six yeargirisonment, charged with “acting against natioseturity
through membership of a Christian organisationlectibn of funds, and propaganda against the Isld®aigime by
helping spread Christianity in the country.” Origlily held in Evin Prison, Farshid was transferredRiajai Shahr
Prison in Karaj in August 2014. An additional yeas added to his sentence following claims by thtbaities that
alcohol had been discovered during a raid on EvisoR in April 2014. On 4 July, prison authoriti@sRajai Shahr
notified Farshid in writing that he is due for garélease in December 2015 (rather than DecembEr 2he were
to serve his full sentence).

There have also been developments in other casstorPBBehnam Irani, serving a six year sentenoee sipril
2010, has been allowed a 15-day furlough from Ghdeaar prison on payment of bail equivalent to,880.

Eskandar Rezai and Bijan Haghighi, members of boviship raided in Shiraz in October 2012, have been
summoned to serve their sentences. Along with diveers, Eskandar and Bijan were given sentencegn@gfrom
one to six years for crimes of “action againstovadl security” and “propaganda against the ordehefsystem.” In
2014 the other five were summoned to serve thaiesees in Shiraz, but Eskandar and Bijan remdiredon bail.
Following the recent summons, Eskandar is now iel&lohd Prison, Shiraz, serving a one year sentandeBijan

will soon start serving a three year prison sergenc

Source: Middle East Concern

@}:’?‘Vnice deMartyrs

v Thank the Lord for the answered prayer for Farshifirly release, pray the Iranian authorities stdind by their
commitment.

v Pray the Lord will open further opportunities toash the Gospel with others during these last momths
imprisonment.

v Pray prisoners in Iran will be treated with respmutl dignity. Pray Behnam, Eskandar and Bijan aeit associates
will be strengthened by the Lord and soon released.

NIGERIA: Boko Haram Members Convert to Christianity

Members of Boko Haram have reportedly come to fait€hrist after missionaries fearlessly preactedGospel in
north-eastern Nigeria. A Nigerian ministry affikak with Christian Aid has aggressively sought nplkchurches in
some of the most dangerous parts of Nigeria, paviagvay for many Nigerians to convert to Christian

The road is rarely easy for these converts, asfameer Boko Haram member was sent a video of Bokoahh

militants killing his family after his conversionEven after these immense hardships, these brogimersisters in
Christ are remaining faithful, while the Nigeriannistry is reaping the fruits of serving God in xtely difficult

parts of the world.

Meanwhile, Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari $hgs the end of Boko Haram is in sight and thattdrror

group will be defeated soon. Buhari's statementae after several weeks of intensified Boko Haraotence on
civilians.

Since the beginning of the Muslim holiday montiRaimadan, Boko Haram has increased the scale anefrey of
its attacks, killing numerous Christians and Musliim recent weeks.

Sources: International Christian Concern, Christiiaday, Daily Trust
v Thank the Lord for the extraordinary courage aiithfiainess of those fearlessly preaching the Gospel

v PraiseGod for the conversion of Boko Haram members who have learned the truth of the Gospel; pray that there
would be great revival amongst Boko Haram'’s leaders

v Pray for President Buhari’s commitment to bring an end to Boko Haram’s reign of terror in Nigeria; pray for all
Nigerians who lost relatives in the latest terrogitacks.

ﬁl Voice of the Martyrs Australia PO Box 250 LawsoMN&783 Australia
8 Phone +61 2 4759 7000 Email: info@vom.com.au www.vom.com.au
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