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See the daily prayer points on the 2015 Prayerr@ale-www.transformingsydney.org/TSPrayerCalendar.html
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Upcoming Events
25 December - Celebration of Christ’s birth!

11-14 Feb 2016 - Global Forum for a World Withoupfans (Thailand, p5)
14 May 2016 - Pentecost Eve Prayer for Sydney (d€tBA)

Newsletters in 2016

We pray these Newsletters are a blessing and aesairinspiration to you. It has certainly been an
interesting journey starting with 4 pages in Febyi914 to regularly over 30 pages every month.

From 2016, the Newsletter and monthly prayer caemill be moving to the Prayer Strategy for the
Spheres of Influence websiterayerstrategy.org) and will be under the banner of the PSSI aloivenEs
and articles through Transforming Sydney will coog to be published in the Newsletter, but it is ou
intent to detach this publication from Transformi&ydney in anticipation of new work for both
movements.

As the saying goes*Watch this space!”
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From the Convenor

Christmas to me is a spiritual awakening for mylsGu the 25th of each December | feel renewedtearsformed
with the birth of Jesus. This is a Grace to be &blenderstand who | am and give thanks to God.

God has invested too much of himself in humankimdabandon the highest order of creation. He pramtse
provide humankind with the help needed to returth® relationship Adam and Eve had enjoyed befoeeRall.
And He the most High will keep his promises. He keyst every promise He ever made to humankind. \W2ieist
entered our world, he didn't come to brighten oec&mbers, but to transform our lives. Today at <iimas we
remember the fact that Jesus entered our worladardo restore relationships-first our relatiopshiith God and
then our relationship with others.

Christ made a point of seeking out the broken asenfranchised people of his day - the lepers,tpudss and tax
collectors - and he saw the value in each one ehthAnd in so doing, He helped them recognize theevin
themselves. This Christmas season, let us recogmitgust as faith is a decision, good will towakople is a
series of decisions that work themselves out ntgnmporary holiday cheer, but in the details ofrgaay life.

At Christmas, we celebrate the beginning of thesiais Christ will complete at the Second Coming fré@ us from
our dependence upon this world; to secure eternal life for each and every believer through his work on our behalf.
"In this world you will have tribulation," Jesuaid. "But take heart - | have overcome the wor{dh 16:32-33)

A Thousand Years Are Like A Day

Having first of all the knowledge that in the lastys there will be men who, ruled by their evilides will
make sport of holy things, Saying, Where is theehafphis coming? From the death of the fathersnilv
everything has gone on as it was from the makinibeofvorld. (2Pe 3:3-4)

But the present heaven and the present earth hese kept for destruction by fire, which is waitfogthem
on the day of the judging and destruction of euld, Bny loved ones, keep in mind this one thing,\lith the
Lord one day is the same as a thousand years, dndusand years are no more than one day. (2Pe83}:7

Jesus said, “No one knows that day or hour, nometlee angels in Heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father.” (cf. Mat 24:36)

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE.

Lilian Schmid
www.prayerstrategy.org www.businesswomenhealingmistry.org www.transformingsydney.org
From the Editor For to us a child is born,

to us a son is given,

The miracle of Christ’'s incarnation is repeated rgvéme someone . :
and the government will be on his

surrenders their life to Him and asks for Him tket@ver their life.

. ) . shoulders.
Christ, the Hope of Glory, is born in us. And he will be called
Having recognised that Christ, the Son of the Mtigh, has brought the  \yonderful Counselor Mighty God
Kingdom of God down to Earth, we invite Him to alsstablish His Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Kingdom within us (Luke 17:20-21), to give us a tted flesh and blood o tpe greatness of h,is government
and to write His laws upon it (Ezekiel 36:26-27, 3&:33-34, also Heb 8).  gnq peace there will be no end.
This is Kingdom - when we're totally subject to alse rule of the King - He will reign on David’s throne

everything we own is His, including our lives aheé tives of our families. and over his kingdom,
So will we allow the Baby Jesus to grow in us @ ae happy to keep establishing and upholding it
Him a ‘baby’ in our lives? with justice and righteousness

Should we not feed the ‘baby’ with food of the pifohn 4:32)? Should ~ from that time on and forever.
we not spend time with Him so that life with andHim increases in us The zeal of the Lord Almighty
and the life we thought we had before decreasés (380), maturing past ~ Will accomplish this.

our salvation and Spirit in-filling experiences ® deep and close Isaiah 9 :6-7
relationship with the King? Paul the Apostle pleadth the churches in

his letters - mature! Come into the fullness andumity of Christ.

We pray for: Revival! Signs! Miracles! Harvest! Bumhless the Baby Christ in us is allowed to
mature, we deny Christ the King and reduce Him $grabol and songs - how can we be effective?
| pray the Peace of our King and Lord Jesus Chaswith you all over the holiday season.
Bjorn Schmid
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Australian Sports Ministry

Australian sports ministry has shown God’s sovergig what it means to shepherd a flock; to rediscover the

in linking two unlikely partners: our national spor flock as not simply traditional church members, lso
passion and our cultural ambivalence towards wligi the wider community or crowd which has no shepherd
and authority. Unlike US immigrants, who dreamed ¢Mark 6:34).

freedom of religion, our early settlers almost cebi

frele dom from d?glif%ion;_lunless re_l igi;)gSZould prto ve its activities by focusing on four key activities und€AG:
value or credibility. However in , our top sigor Id&ntify, Train, Appoint and Guide.

associations began to realise that chaplaincy ha
credibility after Revd Mark Tronson became Austmli SCA chaplains are commissioned by their local dhurc
Test cricket chaplain. and serve their sports community  without
iscrimination. When asked about other faiths, SEA

guick to respond that chaplains pastorally care for
everyone in their community regardless of religion,

SCA articulates its vision, mission and day-to-day

Sports chaplaincy has since grown to having ovér 4

chaplains serving across Australia, in the follayin

sports organizations:  Australia In_stitute'of.Sp'mt belief (or non-belief), ethnicity, gender, age ifedtyle.
ianlierlr.a ar:_j Ia . ]Sctatfbsﬂors a;adijm@s qu msgltuteS; Any requests by people of other faiths which chapla
ustralian =ules football, =ugoy nion, KUgLy Leagu, o ynaple or ill-equipped to respond to are reteto

and Soccer; Equestrian sports, Basketball, Netball; : . . . .
. - . > > the appropriate person, be it an imam, rabbi, pries
Skiing, Tennis, Baseball, Cricket, Motor Racingrfihg psychologist or other faith specialist,

and Life Saving
One concern will be pressure to license the rol¢hef

SRapIain. Governments and stakeholder organizations
including some religious denominations, may seek to

e ecaise {elfed ele eyl e insttutoraize chaplancy s, Honever. e
' of a servant-leadership model (unpaid, non-comrakrci

already seen how having a chaplain has helped #tem : . s
top-level. The Victorian Country Football Leagueshavomnteer) and attention to keeping Jesus Chridtfds

. . grace and mercy at the centre of the mission egsén
requested chaplains for all of its 880 clubs, ahd t :
Confederation of Australian Motor Sports has intida the opportunity for these groups to control outcsme
its desire to have chaplains serving at their 50@ore exciting will be the complementary opportussti
racetracks around the country. which are likely to emerge are in training, corsmutly
and professional services to sports bodies and
communities in Australia. To date, many chaplaiageh
served at numerous major sporting events like the
eé‘rydney Olympics, the 2001 World Masters Games, the
2003 Rugby World Cup, the Melbourne Commonwealth
Games; and regional carnivals and regattas are also set to
With a chaplain providing voluntary pastoral care igrow. However the greatest potential outcome in our
every club in Australian region or city, local cbhhes growth still remains the countless lives and comities
would be actively reaching 75 per cent of ouwvho will tangibly come to know the grace and meoty
population; for ABS research in 2003 revealed that each Jesus Christ through ordinary people serving as
week over 30 per cent of Australians take part ithaplains.
organized sport, with most involved twice weekly;
compared to church attendance at less than 10mter
across all Christian denominatierper month!

However the challenges and the opportunities ke
growing; for local sports associations are also secking

This opens the door for local pastors and churctogs,

an average sports chaplain has a pastoral carh ofac
approximately 500 people: for members and for th
extended family, thus providing substantial andtetjic

reach for God’s grace and mercy.

éNe welcome your prayer as we continue to reach into
Australia’s cultural heartland with God’s love.

God bless,

SCA is challenging the Australian Church to recdesi Noel Mitaxa

Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again:jRiee!
Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lomeir.
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everyaditun, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God.
And the peace of God, which transcends all undedste, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:4-7)
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What | think About Sport

By Anthony Kottaridis, MTh

Two years ago | was in the city reading on a benthe GIRL: And who is your favourite sportsperson?
park. A schoolgirl from Korea approached me andabege: (1 smile) Roger Federer(l get the feeling that she

to ask a series of questions. Flustered and anndyedagards me as somewhat treacherous for choosing a
answered as civilly as | was able, a recording @evigyiss person above an Australian)

impolitely thrust at my mouth. The questions coneer _

sport. In ardent but admittedly awful English, stsied C'RL: And why do you think people play sport?

me three things about sport, probably to appease soME: (unprepared for such a metaphysical question, |
project for her school back in the upper hemisphene think a moment before respondingyell, human beings
park was packed with travellers and tourists, tajki have always been competitive. Sport is a safe and f
laughing, chewing, pointing, spitting, digging tbgh and, you know, ideal way for humans to compete with
ridiculously big backpacks and attempting to placagach other(l feel like an alien in discussing my fellow
their squealing infants as they squirmed about dtnecreatures as ‘humans’)

the fig trees. Here, more or less, is the scripibt GIRL: Okay, thanks. Bye(She re-joins her giggling

transpired: classmates and vanishes amid the throng).
GIRL: (accent not includedWhat would you say is the Now all through this interview | barely knew whatvas
most popular sport in Australia? talking about. But | had intrigued myself in thedi

ME: (feeling as if | were on trial). There’s a few.ghy question. Was that truly why sport was popular?
is massive — AFL’s huge in Victoria, but overalll kay Undoubtedly, my answer sounded like one of those
cricket is probably the, uh, most — thel have played numerous insufferably ‘proper’ definitions you

most prominent. You know. Yeah. : find in textbooks, but it got me
matches in several

But, um, Australians are, heh, } thinking all the same.

obsessed with sport — they'll play or species of sport, | don't play sport. | exhibited some
watch anything. They're — recollecting the primal skill in soccer in my early teens, but
GIRL: In my country, South Korea, ~aura that grows upon never followed through with it
the most popular sport is soccer. And the field, the unwritten because | was ashamed to reveal my
— what is the rules for cricket? rules that you have to sickeningly skinny body, which

refused to accumulate weight due to a
rapid metabolism. But | have played
numerous matches in several species

ME: (utterly off guard and attempting learn, the taste of blood
to think back to my grass-stained- about your teeth, the

E?dor:}ts-fégﬂsryknzwoglny?hﬁ;’ ;gcr)utl thrill of triumph, the of sport, recollecting the primal aura
cricket) Well, there’s, uh, there's two disaster of defeat. that grows upon the field, the

unwritten rules that you have to learn,
the taste of blood about your teeth, the thriltraimph,
éhe disaster of defeat. These things | knew from
experience. Now, as a Christian, | naturally petigsue

teams and, uh, there’s a batter, a bowler, a wickeper
and fielders and, heh, you know, they, uh(stowly
recollecting) the bowler throws — bowls a ball and th

batsman' has to, you know in a Biblical perspective. What does God think abou
GIRL: Like a homerun? sport and recreation? Not much, apparently. There i
ME: Yeah! (Not strictly agreeing, but glad of theabsolutely nothing about sport in the entire Bibfes,
encouragement)Yeah, and the fielders try to catch théaul uses sport-like analogies here and therejthsat
ball and if they do the batsman is out and hasdo purely in a theological sense. One of these spat-I

replaced and — analogies even seems hostile towards it, namelprl C
GIRL: (taking no heed of my discomforénd how 9:25 where Paul writes, “Every athlete exercisdé se
does the scoring work? control in all things. They do it to receive a geable

, , _ ___wreath, but we an imperishable.” A perishable wreAt
ME: Well...there’s, uh, there’s somet_hmg called. runSfleeting victory, a medal that will one day meltdrthe
and... _ _(H_ere ) | shrug and sheepishly admit MYarth. Not exactly flattering to the sporting pss@ns.
unfamiliarity with the sport)
GIRL: (feeling not the slightest sympathpnd what is
your favourite sport?

But here we have to remember something. There was n
such thing as a ‘sporting profession’ in anciemiets —
not one that would be recognisable by modern dyas.
ME: Oh...probably tennis. | don't play it, but I like to

watch it. (continued next page)
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What I think About Sport (...continued)

thousands of years the majority of people in Egypt human beings. And there is something truly wondrous
China or anywhere else were poor peasants or noomtadabout how sport and recreation brings people tegeth
hunter-gatherers, too concerned with survival tklka a way that work could never do.

_baII about. The spo_rt that did exist was ent_irel&_gious Leisure is one of the best things about modern We
in nature. Whether it was the Greek Olympics (indw'  g1,4y and work and struggle — but we do have ocoasi
of Zeus) or the Roman circuses (in honour of théedk escapes, even if it is only two days at the endhef

Emperor), sport was a religious activity. The sasreue \yeek. That is far more than our unhappy ancestaukic
around the world, whether it be the martial art€ebt 56 asked for. In these moments we can reflect and
Asia, or the Mayan ball game wherein the losingrteaihink and dream. We can play. We can engage irtsspor
would be sacrlflged, or the mysterious bull Ieaplmgql_ or view them from afar, which is certainly a blesgsi
-game of the Minoans of Crete, all sport had reli§i gport inspires human beings to excel, to strive. It

ties, as did everything else.

Early Christians were repelled by sport
because of its roots in paganism. The

We pride ourselves
on our pacifism, but

promotes good health and the concept of
‘sportsmanship’, the idea of fair play, of
being humble in victory and honourable

Church Father Tertullian attacks sport ou.rfilr_ns are filled in defeat. None of these things run
wherever he can because of this. But with violence and contrary to Christianity. Sport could

this is the 21st century. Things have

crime. The same teach politicians a thing or two. How

changed — for good and bad. Charles goes for sport. It is many hundreds of millions of lives

Dickens’ description of one epoch as
being both ‘the best of the times and the
worst of times’ applies to every era. Our
world is glorified with technology,

which makes slugs out of industrious
minds. We have elevators, cars, jets and

now freed from

would have been saved if international
conflicts were resolved with an inflated

religious ties —butit  pa)instead of automatic weapons?
has become a sort

Recreation is perhaps the finest

of religion itself. achievement of modern humanity.

Millennia of slaving away and premature deaths and

bullet trains — but everyone is running late. W&®r ,ncomfortable squalor and violent massacres anihéam
ourselves on our pacifism, but our films are filleith and plague — all so the people of Europe, and then

violence and crime. The same goes for sport. HO& \yqrd, could abolish the feudal system and havé afb
freed from religious ties — but it has become & sbr spare time to enjoy themselves.

religion itself.

People often pray for success and breakthrougtteein

Yet religious or secular — all sport consists @rsMen  \york and businesses. Pray for recreation! Do et 1
and sportswomen. In other words, it has to do Wwithork work to live. No child goes into raptures pvee
human beings, as | unco_nsmously blurted out togitle g6 of your desk — but they will never forget tigurs
from Korea. And the Bible has plenty to say abo‘étpent playing catch on the grass in the sun.

SAVE THE DATE

GLOBAL FORUM

FOR A WORLD WITHOUT ORPHANS

FEB 11-14, 2
CHIANG MAI, THAILAND
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A Man Named Peter

By Michael Huggins

The main TEE Consultation had ended. Zafar and myself had getro spend an extra and undisturbed week in
Pakistan to prepare the important follow-up worlit Bieanwhile there was the Seminary Board meetirggtend -
and we were about to be disturbed. During the vimgrkiinch a figure entered the room, silhouettedragjghe light.

| presumed the visitor was our Mongolian colleagdagnus, and immediately left the table to welcdrma, only

to find a Chinese stranger. He smiled, and maddhierlibrary, where Zafar joined him. | assumed harbe a
visiting TEE tutor.

Within a few minutes Zafar, who had to return te theeting, asked me to go to the library and tatk aur visitor.

Our visitor was a Muslim, but seemed to be askingstjons about the Bible. Would | get to know hio] pssess
whether he was genuine or a “plant”. Wei Shu Eaad but 40 days of English language learning twehim plus a
remarkable pocket computer that could translaters¢Vanguages to and from the Chinese scriptcouid even
speak. Gradually the two of us were able to develop a system of communication. Zafar was right; our visitor wanted

to learn about the Christian Bible, about ChrigtiarA year ago he had set out on a pilgrimage f@wathern China
to seek God. His passport bore witness to many tdeanvisited. He -
studied the Qur'an at an Islamic School in Egypt] decame a Muslim. ..our visitor Want_ed_ to
But not only was Islam incapable of satisfying teaiptiness, that deep learn about the Christian
longing, in his heart and head, but he found aeviot and anger in its Bible, about Christianity. A

teaching that greatly disturbed him. year ago he had set out on
He looked with longing at my old Bible and lit ukd a candle when | told a pilgrimage from Southern
him that there were translations in both Chinesgpfc He begged me to China to seek God. His
explain the Bible to him. Struggling with Englismy Bible and his passport bore witness to

computer, | sought to explain that, unlike the @aor’ the Bible was a
library of 66 books inspired by God’s Holy Spiset written over a period
of over 1500 years by some 40 authors, in two ri@iguages, Hebrew and Greek. The Bible told of Gtale in
Creation, man’s disobedience to God, yet how Glad’e and mercy shone through in His promise anfliifément

of a Saviour, Jesus Christ, how Jesus paid the poicour sin on the cross, conquering sin andhdgabugh his
own death and resurrection. How the whole Biblenfsal to Christ. | was prepared for long debatescuatations
from the Qur’an in return. Quite the opposite haygok for he had a child-like longing to study tBible. He kept
asking if a Bible college in Pakistan would allountto enrol as a student for two years!

many countries visited.

| wanted to be certain that he really did undeidtdrhad become more and more convinced that hegemasine.
Zafar put my mind at rest when he returned, heldypliecognised the gentle spirit of our

| was prepared friend. But others needed convincing before intaidg him to a local Christian
for long debates community. | was not sure if we could find a ChimeBible locally, but | had given
and quotations Chinese Script editions of SEAN'$Abundant Life” (the 18 lesson TEE course for new
from the Quran believers) and “Abundant Light”, (a TEE course togerly ground new believers into the

. . Bible) to Magnus to help his work with Chinese commities in Ulaambaater. | was able

In return. Qu'te to extract these books from that veritable yet kimtbscendant of Genghis Khan when he
the opposite rejoined our little company. He too was totally gimwed that Lam was a genuine seeker.
happened... I think Lam spent all Saturday evening and nightadeing these books.

I had promised to take Magnus to the international church the following morning; its services are held in English and
only a 10 minute walk away. As we were leaving, Larshed out of his room and appeared to be askmdom
some water. | look him to the kitchen and showen thie boiled water containers for drinking purpo&ag no, this
was not what he meant. Out came the little companidrsuddenly two words “Baptism, Baptism” spoké afit. |
signalled that | would quickly return and took Magrto the building where the International churat,mpointing to

(continued next page)
! TEE - Theological Education by Extension—&g®://oxenministries.com/id7.html for a detailed explanation

2 Please note, for security reasons names havecheaged, including that of Wei Shu Lam. Even seagé do not re-
publish this without consulting me.

3 SEAN -Seminary Education for All Nations ; an international foundation dedicated to writing courses for TEE
- seehttp://www.seaninternational.com/
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A Man Named Peter (...continued)

the entrance. | forgot that | have a bent indegdim and Magnus, faithfully following the line havsit pointing to,
ended up in the next-door Urdu-speaking setrvice.

A few years earlier | had been involved with thar@se Church Support Ministries in the productidbthe Chinese
Simplified Script edition of SEAN’s “Abundant Life’and was responsible for its Chinese cartoons.NsEdurses
are very evangelistic, so new believers are shoawm o share their own faith through an evangeligtaflet “How

can | get to know God?” that is attached to thé. tBlis is also repeated in many of their otherrses. My English
edition of Abundant Life was by now with Richard i;way to Jordan, so finding the leaflet in tHar@se edition,
we went through it slowly and carefully togethercluding its prayer. Communication was still nosygaand

sometimes we had to ask each other again and tgalarify. By pretending to cut his hand as ifdaw blood,

Lam, graphically explained that he had been waslesth by the Blood of Jesus. He wanted to be pas a sign
of this new birth. Making a dramatic sign of a titoat, he demonstrated what had happened to ditifel He

asked if he could be baptised before Zafar antutmed to England.

By pretending to cut his

Zafar returned the next day and we discussed whatot Lam not only hand as if to draw blood

wanted to be baptised, he wanted to study his @t &nd take it back to

China with him. We needed wisdom. The best wasdHatal church accept Lam, graphically
and disciple him. The problem was that we were @oantry where Christian explained that he had
minorities are barely tolerated, and given dhimratis. A Christian is been washed clean by

allowed to becomg a_Musllm, but the reverse 'cgrtreated' 'as a serious the Blood of Jesus. He
offence. Harsh retribution can be poured on Clamstommunities who help
such new converts, including severe beatings amd viblation of their } i )
women. The “away colours” of Islam are differentttose worn at home. a sign of this new birth.

wanted to be baptised as

Lam had approached a mission society before coming, but their misunderstanding of an answerawe ¢go one
of their questions (remember he was struggling \Eitigllish) resulted in their warning local churchders that he
was likely to be an impostor. This misunderstandiag to be cleared up.

Zafar and | were having to constantly travel toimag appointments. Zafar had insisted that Lam Hasequest
room, so Lam was left to study on his own for Iqgagiods of time. On the Monday time was set aagot through
the “Abundant Life” lesson on Baptism with Lam. Wad an unexpected yet most welcome help throughddaa
TEE tutor, who had joined us for lunch. Nasaar woaker at the seminary. A man of humble backgrowed of
deep faith; whose wife is one of the happiest and most joyful Christian ladies I have ever met.

Western Theology rarely Picture us, Lam on my left with the Chinese editiblasaar on my right
touches in any depth the with the Urdu edition (which | re-illustrated lagtar), and myself, in the
Biblical doctri f middle, with an English Bible, trying to do this&on together. Nasaar can
. Iblica (_)C fineés o speak some English, but, in his faithfulness inthagning for service to
persecution and God, he knows his Urdu “Abundant Life” backwardsiarow to tutor it
suffering”, something very properly. In seeking to underline a teaching od famother example, he
real in the East. SEAN was could quickly point to study frames and Biblicaktie in the course. But it
not written in the West, and was not just baptism we studied together. Duringy TiEE consultation,
it prepares new believers delegates from the East h_ao_l pomted_ out that V\h_as'fdaleology ra_rel;:

. touches in any depth the Biblical doctrines of §saution and suffering”,
for such eventualities something very real in the less-comfortable Eastvéler, SEAN was not
written in the West, and it wisely prepares newdwelrs for such eventualities in “Abundant Life’al was happy
to accept the probability of suffering and persiecuin his goal to return to China to share his riaith.

Meanwhile, a local Chinese Christian, a leadingrmgsmen, agreed, on behalf of the local Christ@anmunity, to
interview Lam with us. We met in a restaurant. Ehare over 100 languages spoken in China. Lam lweastfin 5,
but not the language spoken by our friend. A secomithese Christian was found who served as anpirgtar. Lam
was really grilled. They had to be sure of him. ilgvetamp on his passport was questioned, as wandass of
financial support. He answers were translated bacls in Urdu and then English. The businessmantaafly was
completely satisfied that Lam was genuine.

The next concern was that Lam operated totally iwithe law. Lam’s visa had been extended until éhd of
December, and could possibly be again renewedit lovds a tourist visa, not a work or student’s visa would

(continued next page)

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org



Transforming Sydney & Prayer Strategy for the Spher  es of Influence Newsletter - December 2015 8

A Man Named Peter (...continued)

have to have a very good working knowledge of eithrelu or English to study at a local Bible Collegait, even if
he could reach such standards, to apply for a studea he would need a letter from the Chinese amsp of
support. Lam was happy to go to the embassy tdaaskuch, but, with our knowledge of renewed peutiea of
Christians in a number of Chinese provinces, werditithink that wise. We eventually agreed to fsaimeone
within the churches who would happily disciple Lanhilst | used my Chinese contacts to obtain a €enBible
and devotional material in the Simplified Script.Ghinese Bible had been given [to] him from thealoBible
Society centre, but it was in the old classicalpscno longer used in China, like giving a convegte a Coverdale
version. But Lam was pleased to have it.

- ; Acceptance of Lam grew. One of the first being @ld?astor who happily agreed to
A Chinese Bible L ; ,

. baptise him on our last night. Lam was overjoyethatprospect, but he had one further
had been given to request. With the use of the little computer hel@red. Would | give him a Christian

him but it was in name? | went away to pray. A scripture and a naameecclearly. | took the text to
the old classical Zafar; it was Matthew 16:15-18.“ ....and | tell you that you are Peter, and on thisKk |
script, no longer will build my church, and the gates of Hades wilit mvercome it.”Zafar heartily

agreed that this was the right name, so we tooketkieto Lam, carefully allowing him
to translate for himself. He was thrilled. He kef@mping on the stone floor to emphasis
“the rock”. He asked me to write his name in hiagsical script Bible, then copied the name timetand again on

a piece of paper, saying to himself, “I am PetamlPeter, | am Peter..”

used in China

That night at about 12.30am Peter, having givemlalip confession of his faith before some 12 witsss went
down into the waters of Baptism (the hostel bath).tli shall never forget the look of joy that was lis face. We
sang together the hyntfhhave decided to follow Jesus...no turning backtuming back .... though none go with
me, | still will follow, no turning back, no turrgrback....”

Four hours later | woke him up to say goodbye.d tmleave to catch my plane. Zafar stayed on draalay to
ensure that Peter had a place to stay and somedaigciple him. Peter stays in my thoughts and grsyAs soon as
| reached the UK, | was able to locate and sendthanSimplified Script Bible. | meditate often owshat | have
learned through this experience:

« Firstly, | am convinced that God’s Holy Spirit waswork and led Peter each step, and will contiiougo so.
New birth is a work of the Holy Spirit. | was soipleged to be there at that time, but, at besta apiritual
midwife.

- Secondly, Matthew 18:1-5. Peter was a highly edut&wyer of 27. He could speak 5 Chinese languagds
was well read in Chinese translations of the atassf many countries including Russia (Chekhov,sfioy,
Dostoevsky), France (Hugo, Dumas) and Great Britagpecially Shakespeare - he loved, as a lawyermte
he translated back to me as “Venice Business”) wyth all this learning he was happy to becomke'la little
child” in his hunger and search for God.

« Thirdly, Nasaar was extremely well equipped andpgred as an
“ordinary” Christian, to share and nurture in thespel. That has to  ---What about the West? Do

be the way forward for the Gospel to expand inEast, through the we really attempt to
ordinary people of God - God'’s partisans, God's arfiut what about properly disciple, train,
the West? In our concentration of highly trainedapyid leadership mobilise and equip our

are we still in the dar_k ages over Chrls'_u_an dllzasplp. Do we really Nasaars to be the effective
attempt to properly disciple, train, mobilise argligp our Nasaars to

be the effective harvest workers that Jesus comsnasido pray forin  narvest workers that Jesus
Matthew 9:35-387. commands us to pray for in

« Fourthly, the reminder of the struggle of our Clais brothers and Matthew 9:35-387?
sisters have under Islam. They face a similar dienio the early
church with St Paul in Acts 9. They long to welcoooaverts from Islam, yet, firstly face possiblender if the
person is “a plant”, or the Muslim community getnaiiof what has happened, or the convert decidesn(of
under heavy economic and social pressure) to return to Islam; and secondly, they face considerable
responsibility before God as to how to care forhsaenverts, often driven from their families antages, an
added economic burden to often poor churches. dfitlee witnesses at Peter’s baptism were formerliligs

Michael Huggins, Oct 1997
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Are you carrying too many boxes?

Have you ever noticed that the stack just keeps getting
higher? As one thing is crossed off the things-to-do list, it is
often replaced by 10 more. The stack grows even faster if
you are good at what you do, and get the job done well and
on time.

At times, the load we carry can be too heavy. Through my
work | meet many people who are struggling under the
weight of things that they carry. There are simply too many
responsibilities, tasks and expectations by others.

There are things that can be done to reduce the load,
pressures and stress. There is little value in complaining
about it from year to year.. Take Action!

Don't wait for someone to save you

Often we keep going, hoping that someone will notice, care
and perhaps ride in to save us. In healthy organisations this
might happen as your leaders notice and respond to your
excessive work stresses. But nothing is likely to happen until
you take charge and decide to act as it might not get on the
agenda until you put it there.

Share your concerns with those who can make a diffe  rence

Often, others in our workplace will keep adding more boxes for us to carry. We might be really stressed
but they won't know unless we communicate this effectively to those who have the ability to change
things. Complaining to others who can't change your life may feel good, but it won't lead to any
improvement in your situation.

Put some boxes down

Sometimes | ask people to list the main work, family and community responsibilities they are trying to
fulfill. Once the list is made, it is obvious that some things need to go. Putting boxes down is not easy, as
we may feel that we are letting others down and they might not understand. However, it's simple; to have
less to carry means that you will need to put some things down.

Pick up new boxes carefully

Once you have plucked up the courage to put some boxes down, your life may feel more manageable.
Congratulations but be careful, as this might not last long as there
are always new requests waiting for you just around the corner. It is
easy to end up with a new stack that is just as heavy. Only add it if it
fits in with your priorities and if you can remove something else first.

As we approach the end of another full year:

What are the boxes that you should put down? Wil y ou
actually do this?

If you are not in a position to put boxes down, how can you
build your strength and resilience so that they wil | be easier to
carry?

"The ability to simplify means to eliminate the unnecessary
so that the necessary may speak” Hans Hofman

Actuate Leadership ' '|

- . WA
| I
Steve Bagi : Stronger Leaders and Teams 'I" | Hmwh H!u I
Hil |
P.O. Box 688, Palm Beach QLD Australia ‘
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The Emerging Australian Reformation
Rev. Cameron Butler

Churches Leadership Summit
Parliament Canberra July 2010

Ladies and Gentlemen, | wish you could see what! s
| hope in the next few moments you may get a glanps

Today, Australia stands on the verge of the greatas
most sustainable reformation of Christian influemce
our nation.

Imagine the impact of the Gospel with 1600 men and
women serving Christ in clubs throughout country
Victoria.

This story can be replicated in NSW, with AFLNSW
requesting chaplains in all 300 clubs, SA and WAdJA
not just in Aussie Rules but in many other spoftsé

Not through theology, or modernisation. Nor throughworld surfing body (the ASP), after a years tridl o
technology, or savvy marketing. But rather, throughchaplaincy agreed that they needed over 250 clmasplai

SPORT.

for their international regions. The Pony ClubSN&W
40 regional mangers unanimously agreed that they

A reformation not based on the “priesthood of allwould encourage chaplains to their 280 clubs. Al t

believers”, although valid, but rather, on an ermayg
model, the “’pastorhood’ of all believers”.

This reformation calls God’s people
to pastor their community, not just
their churches.

As with the reformation, this small
but significant paradigm shift of

seeing the community (not just the
church) as the ‘flock’, ‘gone

astray’, will impact our Australian

way of life for many generations.

Today, there are no less than 300
current opportunities to ‘pastor’
sports clubs in sports like Aussie
Rules, Rugby League, Motor Sports, and other sperts
diverse as Surf Lifesaving and Australia’s mostdiiea
sport the sport of... ‘Lawn Bowls'.

Just last week | was invited to a meeting at theGWgy

...because of the
emergence of this
pressure to get life right in
sports and sporting
communities, and the
associated social
responsibilities, clubs

aren’t coping.
o looking for help. They are
looking for leadership.

list goes on.

At this point, may | suggest that
Australians want to be ‘pastored’.
Not that they would describe it that
way. But they are asking for quality
people who are skilled to help them
navigate through life’s dark valleys.

Sport  captures the  Aussie
imagination. Some have said our
very soul as a young nation has
been defined, not by the Battlefields
of War but rather by the exploits at
Lords. DH Lawrence said,
‘Australians play sport like their
lives depend on it.’

They are

Sport is intrinsic to ‘what we do’ (as Australiansyho
we are’ (as Australians), and, today, ‘how’ we de |
(as Australians).

the CEO of Australia’s largest sporting league (theand because of the emergence of this pressuretto ge

VCFL) and was invited to appoint

chaplains to their 800 plus clubs throughout countr
Victoria. Most of these clubs have joint partnepshi
with local netball clubs also needing chaplains.

Imagine the impact of the Gospel!

At the social heart of every country town is thedo
footy club. Life is done, business takes placejeslare

life right in sports and sporting communities, ahé
associated social responsibilities, clubs arenftirap
They are looking for help. They are looking for
leadership.

Four years ago | was invited to speak at the Nation
Sports and Mental Health Conference with other
significant guests including Dawn Fraser and Hawtho

Football Club’s beloved President Mr Jeff Kennétt.

set and partners are made. And, today, in 2010, th8tate Sports Administrator stood and declared, anée
sports industry is saying to God’s people... “We needn crisis in our sport at the moment. Coaches eaweihg

chaplains.” Or, to you and me, pastors, pastoredrsa
who can bring the reality of the Kingdom; God’s grace
and mercy to over 75% of Australians.

[our sport] on mass.” He explained, “10 years ago
coaches were expected to simply coach the technical

(continued next page)
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The Emerging Australian Reformation (...continued)

side of football. But, today, coaches (the mumsatis) « To those with gifts in business, government and

are not only expected to coach but be counsellors f leadership to strategically empower this God-given
their kids. Many of whom are dumping life’s ills on opportunity
them.” . .

« To church leadership to release their pastoraf staf
May | suggest at this point that the closest thimg and lay leaders as models to serve in their
pastor for most young Australians is their localbcl community at least 1 day a week

coach. The closest thing to a church, or refugenfro
life’s ills, for most Australians, is not the chbgcbut
rather their local sports club.

My prayer, as God’s people, His church, that we may
truly become influential. Influencing those who are
influential, and influencing the uninfluenced: tB8%
Sport is influential at so many levels. of Australians who have never experienced Christ's
remarkable love for their lives — and yet despefate

In 2004 the Australian Bureau of Statistics rembtteat o 0he to help them when life goes pear-shaped.

6.4 million Australians, or near on 30% of all
Australians are involved in weekly organised sports So, the ‘Pastorhood of all Believers'? Are we allled
with a caveat, stating, “Most twice weekly”! In dosst,  to be shepherds in our community? | deeply thinkl so
in recent Australian Church Life Surveys rate ragul hope that we might respond like Peter in John 2é&nwh
church attendance (once monthly) at 7-8%. A starkChrist challenged him to “Follow my example!”

contrast!
What was that example? “Feed my

So where do Australian do life?  if every sports club in sheep.” “Tend my lambs.” “Care for

Most likely in a sports club; at the Australia had a chaplain my flock.” Who was the flock?

gym or on the track. Christ showed us it was his
the Gospel would reach

. . community (Mar 6).
In fact, if every sports club in around 75% of all
Australia had a chaplain the Gospel A stralians .. if we, as As Aussies we have a divine
would reach around 75% of all , I i opportunity to respond to the need in
Australians. Go_d S p?Op € are to our nation and dream in our hearts
. o genuinely influence our by being bold, courageous and

Strategically this is significant. No generation ... we must be innovative.
other demographic has the power to prepared to change
reach people like sport. ] May | conclude with a quote from

. ) Change our approach. Emerson, “Do not go where the path
For if we, as God's people are 1o Change our perspective. may lead, instead go where there is

genuinely influence our generation, apq regpond to the need.  no path... and leave a trail.
here in Australia, we must be

prepared to change. Change our approach. Change olihank you.

erspective. And respond to the need.
persp P Cameron Butler is the Chaplain of the

As one State Sports Administrator said recentlydgM¢h  Melbourne Football Club in the AFL and

not a Christian), “It makes real sense that Clamsty ~ National Director of Sports Chaplaincy Australia
can be seen around our clubs. After all that's wtat (www.sportschaplaincy.com.auhe leading recognised

about isn't it?” body providing chaplains to high-performance,
development and local sports throughout Austréta.

When | was a lad growing up in church | heard theserves as the Australian representative on the

message that God wasn't interested in sport. N6W8 & nternational Sports Coalition Serving The People o

man, | have discovered that actually Sport Council and has been an ordained ministecesin

the opposite is true. God is vitally interestedsport. ~ 1992.
Because where people are God is interested.

o]
My challenge to us here today is to pray and act. .':'
- Pray for workers in the harvest field — become a :: y Australia

pastor/shepherd to our community.
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The Heart of Unity
Posted on 21/11/2005 by Dr. John Yatés$p://cross-connect.net.au/cry-mercy-2/

Personal Matters Someone, for instance, may respond passionately to
an appeal to participate in a church working bee bu
t there is no follow through then their “heart” sva
never in it. A united heart means a unified person
coordinated in every aspect and action of being. A
Firstly 1 was listening to a local pastor bemoaninghole heart wisely guides a mature person away
the seeming inability of his fellow ministers to ko from evil and towards good (Eccl 8:5; Prov 9:10).
together. Two days later | was in a prayer meetiMjhoever fears Godrom their heart will shun
where a speaker shared about a miraculous comitigision and work closely with others (Deut 10:12;
together of Perth Christians across th2Chron 19:9).

denominational spectrum to work in concert 4i_)he present apathy about a functionally divided
Xe"’!r? ago. VYe COUld. all sense that there WaSchurch is a sign that we have gone into cardiac
Spirit of unity” at that time we rarely see today. arrest and need an electroconvulsive shock from the
Most significantly, something between these twBpirit to revive us. The only way this can come is
incidents gave me a sense of a new word from ttiewough a greater vision of God’s heart seen in the

Lord. | was in a team meeting at Whoever fears God from Cross.
our local church when the other

A number of circumstances lined up recently
bring the functionally divided state of the Chutoh
my attentiononce again

ministers spoke of a recurring the_zir_ heart will shun God’s Broken Heart

pattern. Church folk division and work The glory of Jesus is in making
enthusiastically volunteer for a  closely with others. visible the heart of his Father
task then “don’t turn up” on the The present apathy “And the Word became flesh and

day. A scripture immediately about a functionally dwelt among us, and we have
sprung to mind; “Teach me your . . . seen his glory, glory as of the
way, O LORD, that | may walk divided Church is a _S'gn only Son from the Father....No
in your truth; unite my heart to  that we have gone into one has ever seen God; the only
fear your namé.and | could see cardiac arrest and need God, who is in the heart of the
a heart divided in two (Ps 86:11). an electroconvulsive Father, he has made him
Where the heart of an individual, shock from the Spirit to known.” (John 1:14, 18). The
congregation or city-Church is glorious heart of the Father is
divided this is a sure sign of the publicly displayed through Jesus’
absence of the fear of the Lord so that God&gns and wonders but hidden to normal sight in the

kingdom purposes are being frustrated. cross (John 2:11; 11:4, 40; 12:40). The revelation of

One of the greatest needs in the Church todayeis [ﬂe gelnerati?g”centrhe of Gpd’s inner beingkocanllrs !
recovery of the biblical vision of the heart. the place fallen humanity never seeks glory,

suffering for others.
The Centre of it All : o :
In great pain Jesus prays; ““Now is my soul

Reflecting upon the fragmentation of revivals is hitroubled. And what shall | say? ‘Father, save me
own eighteenth century, pastor-theologian Jonathiiom this hour? But for this purpose | have coroe t
Edwards turned to a core biblical text; “Keep your this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice
heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the spgs came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and | will
of life.” (Prov 4:23). Edwards correctly discerneglorify it again”...“My soul is exceedingly
that “heart” stands for thgenerating centre of all sorrowful, even unto death.... Yet not what | will,
our thoughts, choices and feelindgsthe “heart” is but what you will.”” (John 12:228; Mark 14:34,

like the trunk of a tree, the branches are our min®6). The agonising alignment of the will of Jesus
will and emotions. Everything flows from the heart; with the will of God is an agreement that means the
it is not merely the source of strong feelings! (continued next page)

revive us.
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The Heart of Unity (...continued)

Son in his frail humanity will take on the heart oEph 4:325:1; 1 Pet 4:8). Contrary to popular
the Father for lost humanity. practice a mature Church sustains extraordinary

f-grgiving love by *“walking in the fear of the

We have a glimpse of the dimensions of what this 2 ' .
will cost Christ in the prelude to the Genesis I,o:!‘ord (f‘CtS 9:3). After aI_I, Jesus warned that grac
lost “if you do not forgive your brother from yo

“The LORD saw that the wickedness of man w . : :
great...and that every intention of the thoughtkisf eart.™ (Matt .18'34'35)' Tq walk in holy fear_ '8t .
fuse to receive the forgiving grace of God imvai

heart was only evil...And the LORD regretted th _ y .
he had made man...arfds heart was filled with E Cor 6.'1)' Such a Ch_urch bears \.N'th one ar_lqther
love” in order to “maintain the unity of the Sipi

pain” (Gen 6: 5-6 cf. Ezek 11:19). The pain hiddel! y .
inside the heart of God across the ages breakis odl’ the bond of peace” (Eph 4:3).
full view on the cross; ““My God, my God why Conclusion

have you forsaken me™ (Mark 15:34). To be unite . .
with the pain-filed heart of God is the glory oﬁlhe life of the Church is meant to be a response to

Jesus wherhis humanity reaches complete onene%()d’S whole-hearted action in fprgiving ginners at
with his Fatherin love for us (Heb 5:7-8). the cross. Where 'Fhe gospel is proclaimed as a
message ofull forgiveness for those who cause

This explains his prayer; “The glory that you have  God untold anguish the Word creates an undivided
given me | have given to them, heart walking in the fear of
that they may be one even aSAs the grace of God’s heart God. This is Christian

we are one,” (John 17:22). g . normality.
Christ’'s sacrificial love is the _unltlng us to him is o
glory that binds our hearts forgiveness, our hearts are  We however five in a Church

together as one. This is not bound together in forgiving with a divided heart expressed

. . ) in divided words portraying a
some abstract ideal for it each other in love. dvided imaae topthe )\/Nogld
becomes real in the heart- g :

experience of forgiveness. Contrary to popular This is the spiritual tragedy of
practice a mature Church our time. Jesus taught that only
sustains extraordinary a Church visibly “one” in his

. . . B . “glory” can reveal his unit
Forgiveness unites our hearts forgiving love by “walking vgith ythe Eather “so that tri/e

to God's undivided heart - "

in the fear of the Lord". i :
through connecting us with the _ world might believe thaj[ you
cost to Father and Son of Jesus warned that grace is  have sent me” (John 17:20ff.).

One Heart

Jesus’ sacrifice for us (Luke lost “if you do not forgive What can we do to bridge the
23:34). The apostles ministered your brother from your gi?ot\:ver:v;ein glri]t”it s call and
in the power of this heart.” pirituaiity:

connection. When Peter Confess that as individuals,

preached at Pentecost his hearers “were cut ttmmgregations and city-Church we are dominated by
heart” and cried out in holy fear “what shall wan ungodly fear that flows from a divided heart
do?” (Acts 2:37 cf. Heb 4:12-13). The will of hisoreeding competition and distance between us.
hearers was coming into alignment with the will dRecognise that only a sovereign divine visitatién o
God through repentance and the receiving tife all-forgiving love which draws all things
forgiveness (2:38). As the Church lived in such aibgether in perfect harmony can heal our fractured
forgiving love they “were of one heart andearts and make us whole (Col 3:14). Pray that in
soul...” (4:32 cf. Jer 32:39). As the grace of Godthe light of the cross we might each have a
heart uniting us to him is forgiveness (Heb 13:9j¢velation of the depths of the psalmist’s words;

our hearts are bound together in forgiving eachORD, if you kept a record of our sins, who, O
other in love. This explains why the exhortation tbord, could ever survive? But with you there is
“put on love which binds everything together ifiorgiveness, that you may be feared....unite mythea
perfect unity” is preceded bythe command, to fear your namke (Pss. 130:3%; 86:11 cf. Jer
“Forgive as the Lord forgave you.(Col 3:13-14 cf. 33:18-19).
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HOW DO WE DISCIPLE NATIONS?

by Geoffrey Bullock, Queensland State Director, avoice Australia fava.org.au
Introduction

There is a growing discussion about the meaninghefGreat Commission command to ‘make disciplesibf
nations’. What that means determines the way w& ki the mission of the Church and the prioribéevery
church’s ministry. This article looks at the coritek the phrase as it is used in the Great Comorissef Matthew
28:18-20.

God Wants Every Individual to know Him

First, we need to understand that God wants everyonknow Him. Jeremiah 9:23-24 epitomises the many
exhortations by God and others in the Old Testantetknow the Lord’: “...let him who boasts boastthis: that he
understands and knows me...”

In Acts 17:27 Paul indicates that God designedwibdd so men would look for Him and find him, arttht he
‘commands everyone everywhere to turn to him arahgh the way they think and act’ because he isggoifudge
everyone by Christ. Through Paul, God writes thatdesires “all people to be saved and come tooavliedlge of
the truth” (1Timothy 2:4).

God wants ‘Nations’ to know Him

But God is not only interested in individuals knagihim. God also wants ‘nations’ to know Him. Thare 58 OT
references to God'’s desire for all the nationefdarth to know Him.

The key thought is found in Genesis 12:3. ThroAghaham, God will bring his blessing to all thertfdies’ of the
earth. John Piper sums up thu%hat we may conclude from the wording of Gen&&<$ and its use in the New
Testament, is that God’s purpose for the worldhigt tthe blessing of Abraham, namely, the salvatichieved
through Jesus Christ, the seed of Abraham, wowdhé¢o all the ethnic people groups of the world.”

The Great Commission - (Matthew 28:19-20a):
I will limit my thoughts on the Great Commission inig to two sections in verses 19-20a:

1. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations; God is not only

2. Teaching them to observe all that | have command  ed you! interested in
- : individuals knowin

1) ‘Go ... and make disciples of all nations’ - 0d also Wan?s

What does it mean to ‘make disciples’? ‘nations’ to know Him

In Jesus’ time, it was the function of a teachegather people around him and present his teadhitige hope of
persuading them to follow him. Jesus used boats to address crowds on the beach. He gathered them into houses; he
spoke to them in the hills; he drew crowds wherever he travelled. Those who followed him were called ‘disciples’.

To ‘disciple’ can mean: 1. ‘To be or become a dlilcof someone (e.g. Joseph of Arimathea ‘had beaulisciple
of Jesus’ -Matthew 27:57); 2. To be instructed by someone (e.g. Mt 13:52 where scribes are ‘instructed in the
kingdom of God’); 3. To make someone a disciple’ (e.g. Acts 14:21 where Paul ‘made many disciples’). The latter
use seems to fit best in the Great Commission. dideples of Jesus are to go and make discipiesdprobably in
the same way Jesus did.

What does ‘of all nations’ mean?

‘Nations’ is translated differently throughout the Bible. It can mean families; racially-defined people groups;
languagedefined people groups; clans; tribes; and politically-defined nations. It is also used frequently tdicate
‘Gentiles’ or ‘non-Jewish’ people.

John Piper has done an excellent summary of thefusee Bible words for ‘nations’ in his articl&€he Supremacy
of God Among all the Nation§!. He confirms that the use of ‘nations’ in Matth@8:19 means all the people
groups of the world — Jews and non-Jews. This islexemplified in Acts 2:5-11 where Jewish men prakelytes
from many people groups — tribes, clans, raceguages and politically-defined nations — heard r@sgponded to

(continued next page)
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HOW DO WE DISCIPLE NATIONS? (...continued)

Peter's message at Pentecost.

‘Make disciples of all nations’

Putting the two main phrases together, there arerakbways we can interpret this: 1. Make (indidfjuisciples out
of all nations (people groups); 2. Make all nations (people groups) disciples of Jesus; 3. Teach all nations (people
groups).

I think we can hang our hat on all three. A sugaparaphrase is thu$vlake disciples out of and from all the
people groups of the world. The end result of this venture leads to pedpten every nation, tribe, people and
tongue’ (Rev 5:9 & 7:9-10) worshipping God forever.

Can we baptise nations?

A short word here about the claudmaptising them in the name of the Father, Son ldoty Spirit’. Is it possible to
‘baptise a nation’ as a political entity? | dottink so. This clause fits the idea of individuadsit of people
groups. However, | think it is also possible tqtise ‘people groups’ or the smaller units of ethand social
solidarity as well as individuals. The followingstorical examples support that possibility.

Some models of ‘making disciples out of all nations
1. The Individual Model

It was commonplace in the early church to proclfimmmessage and invite people to find out moreyoAa
who was interested committed to a form of catechistaching of the faith — over a period of timét the
end of the teaching period, the catechumen waseaffthe chance to be a follower of Christ by bapt{for
example — The Ethiopian Eunuch — Acts 8:26-40).

2. The Family Model

When the Philippian gaoler repented (Acts 16:26-B#) whole household — family and servants — fofid.
This was the cultural expectation: the family gragpally took on the faith of the father.

3. The Tribal Model

Also, the adoption of the faith often came to agde@roup through their local leader or leadersicéthe
leader believed, the whole people group took orfalbk. For example, the Celtic monk Boniface tdvajed

the Germanic pagans of Hesse by chopping down Hamred oak tree. Because he wasn't struck by
lightning, the people believed his message — thanghy continued their pagan rituals secretly. Paitern

has been repeated many times in church historgad gffect.

2) ‘... teaching them to observe all whatsoever | hav e commanded you.’

The Relationship between Discipling and Teaching We heed to ask the
The Great Commission centres here on the teaclipgct of making disciples guestion ... Which
We need to ask the question whether there is a timeontent difference comes first: the
between the making of disciples and the teachintpei. Which comes first: teaching or the
the teaching or the discipling? Is it possiblaigciple without proclamation - discipling?

without content which begs thought and acceptan€ed, how do we disciple
without imparting knowledge of the object of fadghsome kind? It's really a rhetorical questiorcusdeaching
about the faith is the content of the discipling pocess

It makes sense to think that Jesus is sayhigre’s the task | am setting you: make disciplestaf every known
people group in the world by baptising and teachitigem all | taught you’

That raises some questiofid/hat should we teach?’ ‘Is there any special mesga that people need to hear?’
‘What determines the teaching we bring?’ In answer to these questions, | strongly sugtpesin our discipling,
we start with foundational Christian teaching that is relevant to the hearers. Let me explain why | &lieve
that.

The Example of Jesus

(continued next page)
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HOW DO WE DISCIPLE NATIONS? (...continued)

Jesus’ proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom (Mafld115). The good news of the Kingdom was centnedhe
fulfilment of God’s promises to bless the earthmople and restore ‘that which was lost’ (Luke 13:lBeir
understanding of and relationship with the God theyshipped.

The Sermon on the Mount was among the first oftéaxhings (Matthew 5-7). In this, Jesus callshaarers to
understand the true nature of God. He wanted tteetneasure God’s rule in their lives (Matthew §:3Bhe
constant refrain of Jesus ‘you have heard it saidut | say to you’ indicates that he was endeawnguio explain the
law of God in the way it was meant to be understood

For Jesus and his hearers, this was the Good N&he.Gospel was the Good News of a new relationsttlp God
through His Son Jesus the Christ. They needeédo dnew the reality of the God who had been obddoy man-
made laws.

The example of Paul

In Acts 17:22-31, Paul proclaimed the resurrectibriesus and the coming judgement. He first made bis
message was relevant to his hearers by asserahghth‘Unknown God’ they worshipped was indeed@heator of
the world to whom we are responsible to obey. fBaehing continued later with who wanted to hearenand the
fuller picture of what their ‘Unknown God’ has doweuld have been expounded then.

Conclusion

From these examples we can state some principlesponse to the questions above:
« What should we teach? The Good News about what God has done in Jesudéissiah!
« Is there any special message that people need t@t2 Yes — God's plan for the world!
« What determines the teaching we bring?Whatever is relevant to their understanding!

| strongly suggest that there is no difference leetwall aspects of the teaching content of the gumds about
Jesus. To proclaim the good news is to bring wiele counsel of God’ to bear (Acts 20:27). Thdewrof that
teaching depends on the relevance to the headdrghat we proclaim should be towards taking oriddein the

Lordship of God in His Son Jesus Christ, and this famifications in ‘discipling nations’ today.

How do we disciple the ‘nations’ today?

To summariseany proclamation of the will, nature and purposes HGod for In Australia today,
the world should be regarded as part of the discijphg process. Those parts we are faced with a
that are relevant to the different hearers must beonsidered foundational. complex task in

How do we ‘disciple’ Australia today? making disciples

In Australia today, we are faced with a complexktas making disciples.

Whereas up until about 1950 the predominant dempbgravas Anglo-Saxon Christian culture — and thes@ood
News of God was at least well-known — an open imatign policy has seen a plethora of people fronogean,
Asian, African & Middle-Eastern countries settleaor land, bringing different religious culture®Vhile we can
thank God that the ‘nations’ have come here toibeiled, we are experiencing the removal of theisfian ethos
from the public square and being replaced withcalseist ethos. We are faced with the questionawfart of the
Good News about God will be appropriate for theiowes cultures, including those who have been seselh
towards atheism?

Sub-cultures are ‘people groups’ too

Not only are we faced with people of different avdts: there are many sub-cultures — people groithsavcommon
identity — within the wider Australian culture. &demics, journalists, welfare recipients, enteei@nthe judiciary,
parliamentarians, the rich and the poor, governramployees — all these are examples of people whd different
approaches when presenting the Good News abouttéstitem. Nonetheless, all of them need to heaut vige
bring them the Good News that is relevant to thiéiration. Here are some ways:

1. Proclaim the Good News personally

2. Cultivate an alternate Christian culture
(continued next page)
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HOW DO WE DISCIPLE NATIONS? (...continued)

1) Proclaim the Good News Personally

Access to and interaction with people

We must have the necessary freedom to relate tpdbple of Australia. In New Testament times, ¢heas easy
access to people through the ‘Pax Romana’ andefigiaus freedom guaranteed therewith. Christiaest to the
market place, the streets — wherever there wernglg@ed here they taught and communicated the geadsn

We have a kind of ‘Pax Australiana’. We have asdesthe streets and market-places — and to thteoks;Hotels,
work-places, universities — but the secularistsgiag to close them up. We must fight for thghtito proclaim our
beliefs in the public square. Freedom of religispeech and association are necessary to the spir&uti’s good
news. We need to fight against impingements orfreedoms, but at the same time seek to bring Cgabsiness to
the wider society in different ways, while ensurthgt we convey the reality of God in word and deed

Build bridges of trust and love

One of those ways is through personal relationshifde workplace, neighbourhoods, marketplaces, £ &
associations, and the various social clubs anditetsaare excellent places for personal commurocabetween
people. As people continue to search for the ‘goa@ can shine the light of Christ by our inter@stour
neighbour’'s welfare, and win their trust (Luke 16{Matthew 5:16). As the life-draining realitie$ the secular
worldview settles in the lives of our friends artdjaaintances, the people in whom God is at workratlognise the
truth in our lives.

Communicate the nature and will of God by word and deed

At every opportunity, bring God’s Word to bear iar@veryday communications — at work, in the magiate, in
school playgrounds; in the echelons of power — parliaments, local council meetings, P&C associations; all aspects of
media — newspapers, TV, the back fence. Especvadiyshould model our lives on the paradigm of Deutemy 6:4
-9 — proclaim and live the will of God at home s children can see the reality of God in your honvy wife's
grandfather became a Christian in his 30’s. Thangk was noticed by a neighbour who one day knookedoe
Nash’s door and simply said “Nash, | want what yeujot!” He was led to faith in Jesus. It cangepagain!

2) Cultivate an alternate Christian culture

(a) Affect the culture-producing institutions of so  ciety At every opportunity,
bring God’s Word to

Governance, family& marriage, education, entert@nin& the arts,
sport, business & economics, the environment, conications need the
influence of Christians and Christian worldview.we are going to take
seriously permeating society with the gospel of kigdom of God,

these areas of cultural influence must be includBden if those in power within them refuse to heed

message, they at least need to hear truth. Totaffese areas over time, we should be trainingyoung

people to become Parliamentarians, business pesgdapomist, teachers and educationalists. We ghmul
teaching them about marriage and family from God’s perspective; sporting excellence; film-making etc.

bear in our everyday
communications

During the 60’s in Australia, there was a cultugtolution which challenged the traditional valilestituted

by the Christian faith. The activists who fomentbis revolution then infiltrated churches, univtes,
Parliaments and local councils, businesses, gowanhrdepartments, the arts and entertainment industr
bringing their ideology to bear on all aspects withThe ABC is a prime example. We can — and wstrau
do the same. If we don't, the Christian messadjbeisilenced.

(b) Oppose with spiritual weapons and reasoned argu ments the foolish babble of secularists (2
Corinthians 10:4-5).

British industrialist Sir Fred Catherwood said abpersuading others in the public square: ‘Hawe libst
arguments'?. If we speak words that glorify God and represeswill, nature and purposes, it will have an
effect for the purposes of God (Isaiah 55:10-11ai(i4:1-20). It will produce either a softenedhardened
heart. What God calls us to do is proclaim théhtand live the truth. That is, be faithful to hiand he will
do his part.

(continued next page)
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HOW DO WE DISCIPLE NATIONS? (...continued)

Tasmanian Catholic Archbishop Julian Porteous sypnsell: “We cannot allow ourselves to be hidden. We
must be seen and heard. We do need to stand wphfatr we believe and know is true. We cannot allow
ourselves to be intimidated. We have a truth abomtan life to offer our society™

(c) Seek to enact Good laws

Laws are educative. Earlier in 2015 a report cénme USA that in a state which had restricted &bor
there was not only a reduction of unwanted pregeandut also of STD’s. Good laws — laws that tsll
what is good — are aids towards thinking God’s gids about life. On the other hand, permissives|éail
people that the allowed activity is legal therefad@ay to practise. The flesh will always find watgs
circumvent the law, but our national laws shoultl@rcourage such an activity.

Good laws prosper nations (Deuteronomy 4:5-8). sTims been especially true of Australia since its
settlement. We have been the target of migranthisoday because of our prosperous, stable ancehea
society, due in no small degree to its Christiamfitations.

Bad laws are a national curse (Proverbs 14:34)Tabmania, there is a law that bans abortion poteishin
100 metres of an abortion clinic. The law unjus#sgtricts free speech. Pro-life advocate Grahasstén
went to Hobart and stood near a clinic displayingjcm that readEveryone has the right to life, Article 3
Universal Declaration of Human Rightsbn the front, and;Every child has the right to life, Article 6
Convention on the rights of the Childdn the back. He also held an enlarged photon@-aeek-old pre-
born baby. He was subject to taunts, threats ablish being thrown at him. He was arrested ardged.
Graham rightly questions why he can'’t freely expriais belief in the right to life of unborn childre

(d) Influence Society for God's Glory

Jesus says that by doing God’s will we will be Igat and light in society. Salt preserves, stapaething
from going bad. Light shows the way to go (Matthed6). We must shine our light — the Lord Jeshast
(John 8:12) — so they can see Him in reality, bypngldhe good God created — and recreated — usAsiPaul
wrote (1 Corinthians 10:31), we are to do evenghmthe glory of God.

For example, the early Christians lived in a pagaciety, much like ours is becoming. While abortioas
practiced, most unwanted children were broughtitth tand left at the city gates where exposureh® t
elements or animals brought their death. The Ganistwould rescue these unwanted babies. At letiggh
society became Christian partly through the lowats of people who, because of Jesus, regardadathn
life as precious. We can, and we might have tadhdsame.

“Influence is hardwired into the human conditio@ne way or the other, influence will flow. Eithee will
influence the godless, egocentric culture aroundust will most certainly force us into its mould.All
around us every day, there is a battle for inflleegoing on. Light vs darkness, flesh vs spirideral vs
eternal, spin vs truth, political correctness vpnetic correctness! Either you will invent theufe or
someone else’s vision of the future will re-invgou!” !

Conclusion .
Our mission field

When we prayThy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as itis in extends to everyone

heaven”, we are asking for God to reign on earth just asibes in heaven. Hi
wants to start with us, and then extend that tersteo His will and purposes fc
life on earth can be done. Our mission field edterio everyone anc
everywhere, including our civic and political respibilities. God has
privileged us to be involved with Him in the prosesf making His kingdom
come, and His will be done on earth as it is inveeaMay we be the answer to this prayer!

and everywhere,
including our civic and
olitical responsibilities
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WHAT IS NEW TESTAMENT ‘PROPHECY’?

By Simon Manchester, St Thomas' Anglican ChurchhNgydney - from their weekly church bulletin.

Dear Friends,

Why then is Paul so keen for the Corinthians to
prophesy and what type of ministry is he talking
about? The Corinthian problem was a new spiritual
life where a gift like tongues made it very exditin

for ‘me’. The apostle Paul had to explain that the
new spiritual life — marked by love (1 Cor 13) —sva
to be more interested in ‘others’.

The two gifts which expressed this best were toague
(blessing for me) and prophecy (blessing for others

You may know that Paul tells the Christians in @thri 5.
he would like them to ‘prophesy’ (1 Cor 14:5) ang h
tells the Christians in Thessalonica not to “treat
prophecies with contempt” (1 Thess 5:20).

So why are we making so little of prophecy — esgici
when other churches are making much of it?

This is a subject that requires great care (andhcare
reduced to a single text) and | would like to passmy

reflections that simply come from many years ofldibg  The two gifts (tongues and prophecy) are never

reading and teaching.

1.

New Testament prophecy is not the same as Old
Testament prophecy. Most Old Testament prophets

would speak a word that was from God’s own mouth

and it could be added to scripture. The New
Testament prophets seem to be contributing to the
plans of believers (e.g. Acts 13:1 setting apaul Pa
and Barnabas for mission) or contributing to the
‘input’ at church (e.g. 1 Cor 14:29ff).

The Old Testament prophet (“thus says the Lord”)
finds his parallel in the New Testament apostle
(“what I am writing to you is the Lord’s command”).
These Old Testament prophets and New Testament
apostles put our bibles together.

One of the most significant verses is Ephes2a?@
(the great letter of the ‘church’) where Paul stz
the foundation of the church is “the apostles and
prophets”. Notice he doesn't say “prophets” (as in
Old Testament) and “apostles” (as in New

Testament) but “apostles and prophets” — two groups

of people that God raised up for the Christian chur
But then he says they are the “foundation”. Sorage
meant to assume that their role is early and

temporary — just as we don’t expect to see classic

apostles (Acts 1:21 — 22) today we should not expec

prophets?

This may explain why the New Testament is féll o
references to the gift of prophecy (Eph 4:11, Rom
12:6, 1 Cor 12:10) — as indeed many miraculous gift
— but they belong to the first century. You willtioe
that the pastoral letters (1 Timothy, 2 Timothy and
Titus) have no references to the ongoing need for

perfectly defined but we can conclude some
important factors about prophecy in Corinth.

(a) It was speech that strengthened, encouraged and

comforted (1 Cor 14:3).

(b) It made sense to the insider (1 Cor 14:4) and
even to the outsider (1 Cor 14:3).

(c) It was not ‘on par’ with scripture but in fatt
had to be ‘weighed carefully’ (1 Cor 14:29).
[Incidentally Paul expected the men of the
church to take responsibility for decisions that
arose from prophecies which is why the women
were to be silent at that point].

(d) It was something both men and women could
contribute (1 Cor 11:5ff)

(e) It was not ecstatic or ‘out of control’ (espalyi
as the fruit of the Spirit is self-control) — but a
‘orderly’ two or three could contribute (1 Cor
14:29-30).

(f) It was not the same as the teaching office ¢t C
12:28, Eph 4:11)

(g) It was not for everyone to have as a gift (X Co
12:29)

If we were to insist on a modern day ministry of
prophecy (which I think is unnecessary) we might
conclude that it is the wise and helpful word that
helps us individually or corporately go forward.tBu
is it too grand to call that ‘prophecy’? The great
emphasis of scripture is to keep valuing scripture!

prophets. As Paul looks into the second generationyours in fellowship,
the church, the foundation is laid and the neddris Simon Manchester

teaching the ‘deposit’ laid down.

OCTOBER 18
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Papua New Guinea World Mission

; P.0. Box 2456 Lae 411 Morobe Province.
SN - o Papua Mew Guinea

*Brnging the Gogoe! to the Uregched ™
=i

FAITH TAKES YOU BEYOND LIMITS

November 2015

Dear Friends and Partners in God’s Mission,

Take a few moments to think, “If Jesus came to ipoperson today and asked you the same questierhékdid to
Peter (John 21:17). “Simon, son of John, ‘Do yotelme?” What would be your respond? thisprayer for
you that you will grow and mature in your faith doge for Jesus!

The month of September was exciting and adventurddission Team traveled to Warburton and furtleethte T-
Junction, at the centre of Australia. We were i\ \&hd stepped our foot on NT and SA. According to o
Indigenous Leader, T-Junction is the entry poimtiflegal drug trafficking to the different States Australia. The
highlight for us was walking 100 meters up and dawnthe heat of the sun out in the desert prayind a
worshipping God. We marched seven times declaliadPower of the Name of Jesus and putting stop tileal
drug trafficking”. It was truly a powerful time spewith God in the desert!

Here are some highlights from Leonora-WA, our sigrpoint where PNGWM Base is, drove out onto thredb
Central highway to T-Junction passing through Wetdsu We clocked in about 4000kms plus and foursdayt on
the road, camping in open space, equipped with cagngears and food stuff and most importantly weeder
bottles.

Our trailer was packed with 15 cartons of 500mle~diottles! Praise God we survived with no showettiree full
days and on the fourth day God answered our desparayer for water so we can wash.

We had four tyre punctures in two hours in the nigll spare tyres were exhausted as we were thteater
through before reaching our destination at T-JonctWe “anointed the tyres” and continued the tAp. act of
FAITH and seeing the hand of God at work was sogri! God is real and we need to step out in fadtthat we
can testify to others.

(continued next page)
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PNGWM FEBRUARY 201S (...continued)

From the T-Junction we then drove into some ofitldéggenous communities on our way back to Leonora.

Met these Indigenous children and presented Bibgeytoung woman, a new believer in Christ.

THANKYOU & APPRECIATION;

We acknowledge the overwhelming support from th&RRM Perth
& Kalgoorlie Logistic Team for organizing vehicle &railer,
camping gears, food and other stuff needed forNfission Outbacl
Trip. Thank you for all the sacrifices and for hdimg us by driving
all the way up to Leonora to escort the Team badkalgoorlie anc
Perth when we were exhausted from the long desed.dAlso we
acknowledge the generous support from people lde tpo. Goc _
bless your heart of giving generously! B i

NEW LIFE MELANESIA, SUNSHINE COAST (AUSTRALIA), SUNDAY 29TH NOVEMBER 201S

PNGWM Committees will travel down to Sunshine Caatshe end of this month to strengthen Partnensitip our
ministry partners at New Life Melanesia. Praydapinting upon the Sunday worship service.

MISSTONARIES TRAVEL TO LEONORA-WA IN 3 WEEKS

Our missionaries will travel back to Leonora-WAthe first week of December (3 weeks from now) totoae the
Backyard Cleaning and Gardening Project. All thisias are ready. Please pray for provision towtreds airfares
so that their tickets can be purchased at a chéager

Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t see the whole staircase - Martin Luther King Jr.

Every blessing in Christ,

Ms TEMA MANKO

PNG World Mission Inc

Mobile: (675) 71564657

Email: pngworldmission@gmail.com

Visit us on face book: PNG World Mission (PNGWM)
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Finding Significance in God’s Gift of Grandparentin g

By Lillian Penner

It was an exciting time for my husband and | reedithe special gift of grandparenting. After ragsthree boys and
we were thrilled our first grandchild was a girlsdon learned that along with these wonderful gafine a sacred
trust to imprint another generation with the messafGod'’s faithfulness. Reflecting on my new respbility, |
realized my prayers were too general and vague lahdcame frustrated with how | was praying for my
grandchildren.

After | asked God for wisdom and read several boakeut grandparenting and prayer, my praying chénge
dramatically. | discovered God's Word was a greaburce to help me with my praying, not only for family, but
also for myself.

In Hebrews 4:12 we read, “The Word of God is fillieing power.” When | pray according to God’s Wi am in
line with His will, enabling me to pray with diréoh, power, and wisdom. | not only find myself intimate
communication with God, but my mind is renewedhimk His thoughts about the situation for whichm araying,
instead of my own thoughts. Ultimately, God shritis situation that | thought was overwhelming angdossible
into a viable possibility and He gives me peackveait for His answer.

As | started claiming God's promises and persomagithe scriptures, | experienced more boldnesscanfidence
in my praying. Nothing threatens the enemy (Satamje than when we are intentionally praying God'sravfor
our children, grandchildren, and ourselves. Theeenaany Scriptures in Psalms, Proverbs, the GospelsPaul’s
writings that can be used in praying God’s Word.

God gave me a Passion

As a result God gave me a passion for praying fiteally for my grandchildren and their parents andesire to
share it with other grandparents.

While surfing on the Internet looking for more resmes, God directed me to the Christian Grandpagitetwork.

After sharing my passion with them, they invited nte become their National Prayer Coordinator, wgti
devotionals and prayer suggestions on their websi@hristian Grandparenting Network (CGN) is dedote

challenging Christian grandparents to live intemiity as representatives of Christ for future gatiens. It is
committed to providing a network of resources apparstunities for grandparents to have powerful opputies for

inter-generational dialogue to strengthen grandpageandchild relationships and spiritual growth.

Urgency for Prayer

The enemy is determined and relentless to distnagdtsteal the faith of our grandchildren and tpeirents as our
media-driven culture has pushed the boundaries dEhast-like lifestyle. Therefore, there is urgendyr
grandparents to stand in the gap praying for tlrtsql, emotional, and physical protection of thegho are under
attack.

The Movies, Music, TV, Video games, and Internet @esensitizing our grandchildren. They are fagitd legal
recreational marijuana, drugs, sex traffickingoll, sexual identity, homosexuality, pornograpbng-martial sex
and more.

So what can grandparents do while we live in tredsslenging times with a culture of spiritual, sdcand moral
decline? Are we completely without hope and atrtfegcy of the merciless and the politically correlty, We are
not without hope because we read in Psalms 46:1H8¥e a God who is our refuge and strength, oangtrold in
times of trouble.”

The enemy wants grandparents to be too busy withaotivities to intentionally pray and grandparevith a

purpose. However, we, as grandparents can maiteegedce in the world by praying regularly andiblerately and
specifically for our grandchildren and their pagerit is our responsibility to powerfully touch thees of another
generation for eternity.

Sometimes, we as grandparents become frustratbdowitloved ones behavior. God may say to us, goaitoke
them about the music; appearances, body piercing or whatever concerns you. It is important for us to communicate to

(continued next page)
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Finding Significance in God'’s Gift of Grandparentin g (...continued)

our loved ones that we love them, accept them paalfor them even though we may not accept trediakior.
« Ask God to reveal Himself to your grandchildren éimgir parents in a way they will understand.

« Ask God to protect them from the enemy who is waigHor vulnerable spots and the unguarded doors of
each of our hearts.

When we get older and face physical limitations,maight feel less useful, however, God has a purfases. Just
as Esther stood in the gap for her people whenr theis were threatened, we can stand in the gapoto
grandchildren and their parents as their livestiareatened spiritually. Perhaps at no other timeunhistory is a
call to prayer more urgently needed than it is ypdagether we can link arms in prayer for the sakéhe next
generation.

See the ripple effect

| found a letter in my family archives, written byy great-grandfather in Poland, addressed to mydfagher who
had immigrated to America. In the letter, he wrbéewas praying for my grandfather, his childrerd &rs future
generations. It was a special blessing for me ¢oirsavriting that my great-grandfather prayed far before | was
born.

My great-grandfather’'s prayers had a ripple effeetmy grandparents, my parents, my life, my chidrey
grandchildren and now hopefully my great-grandabitd If you do not have a Christian heritage, yawehthe
privilege of starting the ripple effect in your fadyn God has given us the awesome opportunity tonga with Him
on behalf of these dear ones as intentional pragetiors.

My oldest granddaughter warmed my heart and llikdt she had given me a beautiful bouquet of regesn she
sent me the following note. She writé¥our phone calls, cards, and e-mails were encourggand made a
significant impact on my life, especially in myriage and college years. Your prayers and encourageimave
been rock-solid reminders of God’s truth in my awible, crazy life-shaping years, and now in my nedrlife.
Your prayers help me surrender the craziness dffenfo God.”

A few years ago on a sunny autumn day, my husbadd avere traveling in the beautiful Rocky Mountaiof
Colorado. Mesmerized by the reflections of the aghgnow-covered mountains and golden aspen treagpostine
lake, | could not help but ask myself: Do my chéldrand grandchildren see God'’s love reflected inlifayin the
same way? Do they see Jesus in me?

Pondering the answer to this questions it led nteatize that the sun must shine on the waterdatera reflection.
In order for God’s love to reflect from my life,dHove of God’'s Son, Jesus Christ, must be shimngy heart
which means | must be reading his Word regularly.

My husband and | thank God he has given us an ity to be prayer warriors for our twelve granittiten and
three great-grandchildren. Serving Him in this veayl leading the cause through CGN'’s prayer minisay given
my life fulfillment and significance. May the liglof the Son reflect in you, and may you know thegbserving as
God'’s prayer warrior for grandchildren and futuemegrations.

Grandparenting Resources:

Prayer cardsScriptures to Pray for Your Grandchildren and Suggmns to Pray for Your Grandchildren in School:
Preschool, Elementary, Teenagers, and College 8tathg Lillian Penner. Free downloadable copies aaglable
by emailing Ipenner@christiangrandparenting.net

GRANDPARENTING WITH A PURPOSE: Effective Ways &y Ror your Grandchildrerby Lillian Penner. The
book challenges grandparents to staimdthe gap by living a godly example and prayinteitionally for their
grandparents and their parents. It provides creauggestions for prayers based on Scripturesptred helpful

tool, utilizing everything from cell phones to pbqgtrayer journals. Emalpenner@christiangrandparenting.net

for information.

Last year CGN proclaimed the second Sunday in 8dpe asGrandparents Day of Prayer, coinciding with
National Grandparents Day in the U. S. designate ISenate proclamation in 1978. It is a way ofaging

grandparents to unite in an intentional day of prdgr their grandchildren. ,
(continued next page)
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Finding Significance in God’s Gift of Grandparentin g (...continued)

Many participants reported how they were blessetheg united in prayer with other grandparents icoenmon
cause. The nexdrandparents Day of Prayerwill be Sunday, September 11, 2016

Small groups calle@randparents@Prayer (G@P) assist grandparents in praying for their granideén. Just as
Esther stood in the gap for her people, the Jewsnvihey were threatened, likewise grandparentstzand in the
gap with prayer for their grandchildren today. G@®Bups are meeting in many areas of the UnitedeStand
England praying together for their grandchildrenaoregular basis. Anyone desiring information owiddike to

become a part of a group may go to the CGN wehsitev.christiangrandparenting.net

CGN provides many other resources for grandparsmth as weekly blogs, GrandCamps for grandparamds a
grandchildren, and conferences. A new book for dparentsCourageous Grandparenting: Unshakable Faith in a
Broken World written by Cavin Harper, Founder and ExecutiveeBior of CGN available on the CGN website.

This article was published in the July 2012 isspggés 30-32) of th8ignificant Livingmagazine, a faith-based
magazine for seniors. If you would like to read thentire magazine and/or subscribe go to:
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/85bc9d6f#/85ba®sf/30

When we get older and face physical limitations,might feel less useful, however, God has a purpasas. Just
as Esther stood in the gap for her people wherr thais were threatened, we can stand in the gapotw
grandchildren and their parents as their livestlareatened spiritually. Perhaps at no other timeunhistory is a
call to prayer more urgently needed than it is ypdagether we can link arms in prayer for the sakéhe next
generation.

Lillian’s biographical sketch:

Lillian Penner is the author of Grandparenting widhPurpose: Effective Ways to Pray for your Grarildichn, the
National Prayer Coordinator for Christian Grandparéng Network, speaker, and blogger. She has betneain

church ministry for over fifty years. Currently iéents of Portland, Oregon, Lillian and her husbaddhn, have
three sons, nine grandchildren. And three greatddaughters. They enjoy spending time with themilig

traveling and listening to Southern Gospel musteeyTboth were raised in Christian homes and desirpass on
their godly heritage to their future generationguvwill find her book Grandparenting with a Purpased her blog
at www.grandparentingwithapurpose.com

WOULD YOU BLESS OUR COMMUNITY AND OUR NATION DAILY?

Open Heaven Ministries Int. Ltd
www.openheaven.org.au

In Jesus Name,

| bless our community and our nation with peace and prosperity.

Let every sign of crime be found and destroyed.

Let God's grace and order be established.

Let evil and wickedness come to an end.

Let orphans get parents; the homeless get homes; the jobless get jobs.
Let the reign of abuse and terror be over.

Let the rule of the gangs and drug lords be ended.

Let our land be healed and let it rain in season.

Let our community and our nation be blessed with ev ery good and advantageous thing
- for the sake of our children. Amen
Based on Psalm 10:16, 18 Message Translation

Ps. Suzette Torti, Agent of Change / Pastor, Open Heaven Ministries International Ltd.
Releasing Heaven Everywhere We Go
PO Box 3482, Robina Town Centre Qld. Australia 4230
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HOPE FOR THE WORLD-PLEASE PRAY!

Dear Friends and Praying Partners,

After five years of lying dormant, God has ledawelaunch the annual event of 'Awakening the Nsitimack here in Australia in
March next year 2016. Prompted by a chronologiadeioof timely truths that we are living in a 'Défig Season which releases
Defining Moments which calls for Defining DecisldosFaith to be materialised | felt led to briteyyour knowledge for prayer
and action this event which | shared and promagegoblly for the last 12 months. This is the fistteén document about this event
and | believe in those who can stand with me ipgora be first notified. So please pray with méhie event as | start to send out
documents that this event is on.

| have already been notified that 70 delegates PdI& from one congregation alone are making prejussifor this event and the
Solomon Islands House of Prayer have starteddli@iight prayers early this year once a month talsdhis event. Will you join
me in prayer for this faith venture as | have lreepired to make financial instalments to the aenige centre as time progresses
on. My second instalment to secure the 150 bettef@landers will be on the 12th November. My i6ablle to do far more than |
can ever ask of Him. Thank you for praying forrhiscle.

Please find the attached document regarding thkeistev

iz,
NewLife MELANESIA _,_l_\'*\ 4[!-,

Residential Address: 30 Latimer Cres, Sippy Down 4556, Qld Australi? f‘ 4
Postal Address: PO Box 1396, Buderim 4556, Qld Australia. < 4 I
Contacts: ph +61 7 432057314, Email: royfunu@gmail.com ]

> s
7th November 2015. ﬁ ‘:, {‘tr
A

DEFINING SEASON, DEFINING MOMENTS & DEFINING DECISIONS FOR A WORLD
REVIVAL INITIAL AND ANNUAL GATHERING IN AUSTRALIA—- MARCH 11-14, 2016.

In September 2008 the Governor General, His Excellency Sir Nathaniel Waenga of Solomon Islands launched
an event called ‘Awakening the Nations "’ in the city of Bundaberg under the banner of ‘Bundaberg City

House of Prayer .’ It was a spiritual clarion call to the seven nations namely; Australia, Fiji, New Caledonia,
New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu to be awakened to God's divine kingdom
purposes in the Great Southland of the Holy Spirit. It was a week of Prayer, Worship, Fellowship and
Redeemed Cultural Festival held at the Bundaberg Show grounds. The ATN moved from Bundaberg to
Vanuatu to Solomon Islands then stopped in Papua New Guinea in 2011.

Now under the auspices of ‘NewLife MELANESIA’ we believe that God wants us to relaunch this event with
special focus on ‘PRAYER, REVIVAL & EVANGELISM’ which will become an annual event here in Australia
for the island nations of the South Pacific. We believe it is time to re-dig the spiritual wells of revivals in the past
and to dig new wells for a world revival starting here in Australia. The scriptures that God gave us during our
first prayer meeting was 2.Kings 3 and the phrase that stood out in this story was, ‘Make this valley full of
ditches... You will see neither wind nor rain, yetth  is valley will be filled with water, and you, your cattle
and your other animals will drink.”

We believe God is calling the Island nations to come annually to dig spiritual ditches in prayer, worship and
evangelism in Australia and beyond and He will fill them with the water of life. This is a gathering of the

‘spiritual diggers '’ for a world revival from the ends of the earth from an Australian platform to the nations of the
world.

We have booked 150 beds at the ‘ALEXANDRA CONFERENCE CENTRE ' on the Sunshine Coast for the
islanders as our launching venue in Australia from March 11-14, 2016. This isa move of fathandwe i  nvite
men and women, churches and enterprises of faith to join us in prayer and financial investment in this
annual event.

Thank you for your prayers and partnerships in this Kingdom Advance event.

Yours for His Kingdom Advance,
Roy & Janet Funu.
Founding Leaders of Bundaberg City House of Prayer & NewLife MELANESIA.
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Recreation — the secret to sustainable ministry
By Stephen Leslie, August 27, 2015

Life can be very challenging! Even the most grouhded resilient people can be drained and exhausted
by difficult people and traumatic events, and fihdmselves in need of refreshment and renewal. For
many people who work in Christian ministry or leegtap or in the ‘helping’ professions, output cdin a
too easily exceed input. It is dangerous to allbis imbalance to continue, because it can depketd u
energy, focus and even love and compassion. Thireibeginning of burn-out, and the evidence is in
feelings of depression, errors of judgement, or-typical outbursts of anger or frustration.

For many Christians the word ‘recreation’ is segsymonymous with ‘frivolous’ or ‘playing games’net
at all part of the serious business of life! ItMasting precious time and more than a little hiigeand
self-indulgent. | want to propose that such undedings and definitions obscure the power and séges
of recreation to long-term, sustainable, effectiving, work and ministry.

A balanced life must include regular rest, exeraivn-time and relaxation within the ebb and flofv
life. The biblical principle of Sabbath suggestatttihe need for re-creation and rest is part of/érg
fabric of our being.

Jesus modelled this balance in His ministry ye@esiods of intense working with people, travelling,
teaching, healing and preaching were preceded tigdseof retreat to the mountains, for time alongw
His Father. In other words, he got away from it @bk long walks in the mountains (physical exart)
and spent significant time in prayer and prepanatiio fact, he devoted time and focus to recreafionas
His discipline in such sustainable practices wianhbled Him to minister effectively — with powgggus
and conviction.

If you or | think we don’t need balance and rediweainput in our lives, then we delude ourselvEse
student is not above his master!

Here’s a list of some of the words we use to dbsdtie process of recreation:

Renewal; restoration; refreshment; revival; reinvention; reframing; and linking to our use of computers,
rebooting! All of these words carry the sense stdvering new life, new energy, new passion, greate
strength and focus. And that is exactly what wedngleen we are feeling worn out and flat, discoudage
and running on empty! We need to be re-createchamd a new breath of Spirit to fill us and re-clearg
(there’s another one!) our depleted batteries.

| have seen many good people, committed, resp@naiid diligent people lose the fire, drive and
excitement they once had. | have been there myself.

Are you in this place, just putting one foot af@other, doing the business but on auto-pilot, estedl,
drained of emotion and empathy? It's time for sddEeCREATION!

There are no rules for how you do this, but it doesd to be regular, not one-off, and attend to all
dimensions of our being — physical, emotional,liettual and spiritual. You may need a decent gkoib
time off, where you can travel or head for theshithe beach or a favourite place where you caonwet
into the fresh air and let the beauty of Createmew you. It's ok to let the sun and the stimulaw light
exercise release endorphins and get your metabfdtisig. If you are physically exhausted you might
need to just stop, read a book, meditate on Goaisdvind reconnect with the Father who loves you.

This is all about ‘going to the well’ and let Gaefil you with His Spirit, with new vision and arsee of
purpose. This is recreation. This is renewal. Rerahild of God, it is all about rediscovering wisod's
purpose for you and thus His empowering. Withouppaeful recreation we can lose this invigorating
perspective and the joy we once knew in our work.

(continued next page)
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Recreation — the secret to sustainable ministry (.. .continued)

So, it’s not just ok to stop, to play, to exercigere-charge the batteries — it is vital to oualtreand
happiness. It is also essential if we want to lbecéf’e now and into the future, overcoming, stagyiine
distance, living with a balance life and work, itr@e partnership with Christ.

Re-creation — the secret of sustainable ministry!

Stephen Leslie

National Development Officer

PO Box 5552, South Windsor NSW 2756.
www.christianvenues.org.au

P 0407 910 772

Need a Venuehttp://www.venuefinder.com.au

Christian
Venues
Association

rrperaencd D iparif chth;!.f\g

Do you put sport BEFORE God?

There are many things we do in our lives which eausonflict and we have to learn to prioritise them that we
can do all things in their appropriate timeframelse problem arises when two specific items whichmest do,
clash in the same timeframe.

What happens when the football game that you haen Iselected to play in, clashes with your Sundayah
service? Which one do you choose to do?

If your church has two services on a Sunday thenatasy, you go to the Football game in the mayramd then go
to the church service at night. You have fulfiligalr obligations to do both tasks. But what if yahwrch only has
one service on a Sunday and the time clashes with fpotball game? Which do you choose? Do you migsch

and play football, or do you tell your coach yowmmat play, because you have to go to church atithat

So, do you choose football over God?

The scripture is very clear: it is the very firétthe 10 commandments: (Living Translatidithen God issued this
edict: | AM Jehovah, your God, who liberated yoeniryour slavery in Egypt. You may worship no otjeat than
Me.”

Here is the unchangeable word of God. If you chdoséball instead of God, you have created a godemaf
leather — the football.

But you will have others come to you and say — “&fat’'s Old Testament, we live under the New Testamwe
live under grace, you don't have to obey those lalds’. We can do what we like, because Christ deted
everything on the cross, by dying in our place.”

If that was the case, then robbery and murder woaltbnger be crimes, because they are ‘old laws’.
In the Old Testament and also in the New Testaihetgarly says: Obedience is better than sactifice
So, who are you going to be obedient to? Your coacfiour God?

Who do you think is going to make the decision dlyour eternity?

Who should you want to honour, praise and glorify?

Your football team? Or your God? That is the decighat every sportsman and woman has to make.

You can take a stand, like a British runner dithat1936 Olympics, and refused to run in the fofa race, because
it was being held on Sunday morning, or you cahawr and give Satan the victory. It is a persarlice --- You
must decide your own eternity.

Rev. Dr Jeffry David Camm JP

15 Pottinger Street,, Newtown, Qld 4350.
Mobile: 0414931473

Email: nimcs@live.com.au
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MCC Sporting Prayers -

From Nathan Ahearne, Director of Faith Formationaiét College Canberra

g . AR

e

B

B ™ >

IN SPORT, THINGS GO WRONG, THE UPHILL

e

4 4

BATTLE BECOMES STEEPER, A

THE GLORY FADES AND TRIUMP SEEMS
IMPOSSIBLE

NO MATTER THE SITUATION YOU MUST KEEP

C—— .
- - 3 Y

SNy

FIGHTING AGAINST THE ODDS

WITH A HEART FULL OF WILL

T
GOD IS THERE WITH YOU

HE ALWAYS WILL BE.

(continued next page)
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MCC Sporting Prayers (...continued)

MaristCollege

g ;J'
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% May God provide all aspir‘ath[" vﬁth

“» y ™ rr”hisfai{ﬁm;}eﬁect onour doings,

N -

' -
— - . .
In our sportin endeavﬂurs,
—— J A o] g

ourrecreational activities

..)\. o\
R

and in our lives.

Maywe as fellowers of God see the eternal light that will lead us to the success we hope for. ‘

May we be protected by yaur covenant love.
We pray thMb;}?be fruitful,
w our hard work rewarded.

Amen

L)

Credit: Joshua Lorenz & Jason Nguyen
(continued next page)
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MCC Sporting Prayers (...continued)
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MCC Sporting Prayers (...continued)
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3
g MaristCollege

Dear God,

We thank you for what
you've given us in terms
of the ability o play sport.

We thank you for letfting
us fo be able to play
sport.

We pray for those with
disabilities, we pray they
can overcome their
challenges.

Amen

Credit: Ben Fely

The boys have also been enjoying exploring ‘A CrdamAustralia’
http://www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/files/SJSadresources/2014-15-SJS-Statement. pdf

Collective thinking from ‘A Crown for Australia’”:

Sport is like a double edged sword it brings petpdether but can also divide

We learn to play sport before we learn to readvariid, develop our passion early on and shows how
important sport is by doing, teaches how to be glaatteam and work, how to play fair perseveraarod
resilience, how to lose gracefully.

Church recognises sport as a great institutiordbuip community

Sport is a powerful instrument for the growth of tiuman person, to be better people

(continued next page)
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MCC Sporting Prayers (...continued)

oL MaristCollege

Injured Players
Gnod Ieaders

Credit: Hayden Crockett (Writer) Tom Robertson & Harry Williams (Graphics)

belonging
values

ayer;

afety

rolemodel partICIpa

communityequa 1ty

icons

Credit: James Yap (writer) and Quinten Moffatt (graphics)

(continued next page)
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MCC Sporting Prayers (...continued)
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?E&‘ MaristCollege

s

Hg_r'us*"s 5991'”7 Core Values

Credit: Josh Ting (Writer and Graphics)
FG.H

Corfidence
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SERVICE

Credit:
Lincoln
Waters
(Creator)
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EEEVO i C e tﬁé Ma rt-yrs Serving the Persecuted Church

-
Will you give a gift of joy? Joo .
I've seen the joy on the face of a child who opai@hristmas Care pack ang ‘ o

finds it filled with Bible story books, toys, cldtly, stationery and sweets|®

Their delight is priceless.

Christmas Care Nigeria

Christmas Care packs are the perfect gift for cérdin Nigeria, many of

whom have experienced the horrors of Boko Haraackst

What's more, our Christmas Care program will alsppmort a full year's

costs for 100 children at our Stephen’s Childréhdene in Nigeria.

Your gift to Christmas Care will let these childidemow they are loved.

Go to www.vom.com.au/christmas-careto read children’s responses whe

they received a pack.

Give to Christmas Carehttps://vom.com.au/donate-to-christmas-care-nigeria

Thank you for supporting this important projecsthihristmas.

John Wilson, CEO, Voice of the Martyrs Australia
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteesss sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaveaftidw 5:10

UZBEKISTAN: Mothers Prevented from Feeding Babies
A group of Christians in the Uzbek capital, Tastikerere detained and tortured last month aftercpalaided their worship
meeting in a private home.
Prayer Points
¥ Ask God to protect and strengthen the Christians whre recently arrested in Tashkent. May eachesd believers,
including the children involved in this raid, kndBod'’s abiding presence and peace.
¥ Pray the Uzbek authorities will take firm actiondnsure the officers of the law will respect anthald the religious
rights of the country’s citizens.
¥ Pray all charges against the Christian leader dnoich members will be dropped so their worship mgstcan
continue.
CUBA: Neighbourhood Churches Targeted for Demolitio n

Please pray for our brothers and sisters in theadfitSantiago de Cuba where government officialeh@portedly issued
demolition orders to all churches in one neighboath
Prayer Points

¥ Please pray for our church family in Santiago ddaWPray that the demolition orders will not beriear out and
church families will not be evicted.

¥ Pray that the church in Cuba as a whole will stina in the face of opposition from some elemerftthe Community
Party.

¥ Pray that the church in Cuba will experience unpdented growth and liberty as the nation opensauphé
international community in the longer term.

IRAQ: Proposed Law Would Force Some Children to Bec  ome Muslim

A new law in Iraq would require the conversion bfldren to Islam if their father were to convertibtheir mother were to
marry a Muslim man or a Muslim-background Christian

Prayer Points

¥ Pray the Iraqgi president Fuad Masum and his calleagvill reject the newly proposed law.

¥ Pray for Christian children in Iraq who are being pressured to convert by the government or their community; pray that
they will remain strong in their faith and nevengeChrist.

¥ Ask the Lord to bring a great Christian revival to Iraq; pray the current uncertainty and great unrest will be used by the
Lord for the spiritual good of the Iragi people.

Subscribe to our free monthly newsletter to recedgrilar testimonies from the persecuted church
https://vom.com.au/subscribe
Voice of the Martyrs Australia PO Box 250 LawsoMN&783 Australia
8 Phone +61 2 4759 7000 Email: inffo@vom.com.au www.vom.com.au
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