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Pentecost Eve in Sydney

Transforming Sydney and Sydney Leaders
Join us 6pm on Saturday 23 May 2015 at Newtown Mission

More details over...
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Prayer for Sydney — Pentecost 2015

Transforming Sydney and Newtown Mission

By Bjorn and Lilian Schmid

According to Jewish tradition, 7 weeks after Pass@¥9 days — the ‘Counting of the Omer’) is timediof

Shavu'ot a commemoration of the giving of the Torah (the Law) by the Lord God to Moses at Mt. Sinai; when the
Law of God was given to the people of Israel (amthe entire world). God’s glory was so great wherdescended
on the Mountain and spoke the 10 commandmentshbateople fell back in fear and asked Moses tinéie
mediator between them and God (Exodus 20).

In Deuteronomy 16, Moses reminded the Israelitab@three festivals hat God asked them to keelp yaar
(Exodus 23), the Festival of Harvest (or Weeksd isffer to God the first-fruits of their harveand the 50th day is
the Shavu'ot, when the priests would make a wafeging of leavened bread over the altar. Many Jetasg up alll
night reading the scriptures and praying.

Because of its significance, Shavu'ot is considesethany to be day on which Judaism was born. Tdimidd
refers to Shavu'ot as the “marriage day” betweed &l the Jewish people. On Shavu'ot, Jews reaifiein
commitment to the Mosaic covenant, Jewish childmenconfirmed, and young adults recommit themsdtvéige
as a Jew and to the study of the Torah.

When the Torah was translated into Greek thisvaktif “50 days” becamBentecostFor Christians this is a
celebration of the day when the Church was trulpnpthe first-fruits of Jesus’ ministry, when wechene “married”
to God through the receiving of the Holy Spiritdahe New Covenant in Christ, begun on the Passtaaifice of
the Lamb of God, became substantial:

“This is the covenant | will make with the peopld [srael after that time,” declares the Lord.

“I will put my law in their minds and write it onlieir hearts. | will be their God, and they will by
people. No longer will they teach their neighbor, gay to one another, ‘Know the Lord,” because thewl
all know me, from the least of them to the greatésleclares the Lord.

“For | will forgive their wickedness and will remelter their sins no more.” (Jer. 31:33-34)

John the Baptist prophesied of the first Pentesbsin Jesus would baptise with the Holy Spirit arith Wwre (Matt.
3:11). Jesus confirmed this prophecy with the psenaif the Holy Spirit to the disciples in John B4:He told the
disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the Father’s gifthe Holy Spirit, from whom they would receigewer to be His
witnesses to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:3-8).

On the Day of Pentecost “when it had fully come&.(in the morning after a night of prayer and neguthe
scriptures), just as promised, the sound of a mtolnd filled the house, tongues of fire camedstron each of
them and all were filled with the Holy Spirit. Thesere given the power of communication, which Pasad to
begin the ministry for which Jesus had preparethth@fter the coming of the Holy Spirit, the dislap did not
stay in the room basking in God’s glory but burnst to tell the world. This was the beginning o tBhurch as we
know it.

Since the Jewish day starts at sunset,
Pentecost starts this year on Saturday night 23rdayvat 6pm.

We invite you to join us with many Christians coming together from across
the greater Sydney region for fervent prayer to our Lord for a fresh
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the people of our beloved city.

This prayer event will be held at:
Newtown Mission, 280A King Street, Newtown NSW fronbpm to 8:30pm.

Contact:
Newtown Mission: (02) 9519-9000 WWWw.newtownmissiang.au
Transforming Sydney: 0411 562-751 bjorn@transforrmgsydney.org

Let us know you are be coming and bring your people; we look forward to seeing you there, sincerely
Rev. Graeme Tutt (Senior Minister, Newtown Mission)yand Bjorn Schmid (Facilitator, Transforming Sydney)
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Rehabilitation and Die?
By Jack de Groot via Toby Hall

Over the last few months, the Australian public basn

r the Ten Domains Newsletter - March 2015

homicide.

On 5 March, the UN Human Rights Commission
recommitted itself to calling for an end to capjtahishment
(in the same week that Prime Minister Abbott regddhe

racked with anguish at the prospect of two young ingheir Same UN body’s report on our nation’s treatmerasyfium
30s — Myuran Sukumaran and Andrew Chan — beingitakeS€€Kers).

ammunition between them) to be killed by state saned
homicide.

Their deaths may not be immediate. Another butlay be
needed if the first volley hasn’t been effective.

The suffering surrounding these two men is deeply
disturbing.

We wish it would be otherwise.

We wish that their death sentences were commutedhar
they could be allowed to bear witness in life, even
deprived of their liberty and rights.

There is plenty of evidence that they are alreadly w
advanced in that respect, despite the fact thadtevier
happens, they will never be freed.

The Governor of Kerobokan Prison — where, untiergly,
both men had been jailed for the past nine yeaeseribes
both Andrew and Myuran as model prisoners.

While at Kerobokan, Andrew counselled and mentartéer
inmates. He studied theology, achieved a certdiaat
Ministry and ran the prison’s English language chur
service.

Both taught computer skills to other prisoners wiilyuran,

having completed a Fine Arts Degree while in jaio
taught graphic design and ran a T-shirt printingibess,
boosting the job skills of his peers in the process

Myuran also attempted to set up a drug-counsefilogram.

So impressed by his commitment to leading a chalifged
Kerobokan’s authorities appointed Myuran a leadeorag
the other prisoners, asking him to liaise betwéen t
administration, guards and the inmates.

Most importantly, both have worked very hard ahgsheir
experiences to communicate a powerful anti-drugssage
which, by all accounts, been successful in helpitdicts —

Australians for clemency for Chan and Sukumaranbeas
heartening.

| am also encouraged that we have been able to comate
our support — for the most part — in a way thatrits
become xenophobic and anti-Indonesian.

Indonesia is our friend and neighbour. Our stroiegvs are
not aimed at the Indonesian people. Our relatignshist,
and will, endure beyond this episode.

There is hope too that, among everything, the lmoad
Australian community has been able to contemplastig
dying, suffering and the measure we give to lifematiter
how imperfect, difficult and painful. This is a w&b draw
from deeply.

It's a sign of the public’'s maturity when we cam skat life —
even when limited and deprived of all that we wanit — is
still fundamentally worthwhile and good.

If (or when) Andrew and Myuran are executed, vigils
silence, prayer and accompaniment will be held radhe
country. Families will awake and reflectively talkth their
children; teachers will allow the conversation in their
classrooms to help give space and meaning to theants.

This is as it should be: death acknowledged, slerirserved
and valued, hollowness felt. Such is the norm wdéfe is
lost.

For Christians, the celebration of Holy Week andtEa
gives us a very powerful framework for understagdire
value of life.

Jesus’ own state-administered execution means ow Kme
suffering, the annihilation and the loss.

The move to resurrection on Easter Sunday can rever
recalled without contemplating the Passion of Jesus

Myuran and Andrew’s story takes us to a deeply huplace

both inside Kerobokan and outside the jail — lednesy abuse @nd that is where God is always found, for notlgaguinely

behind.

Quite clearly Andrew and Myuran have created, ard a
creating, meaning in their lives.

Their conduct says: “Life, no matter its limitatgns all we
have and we have to make it count”.

Beyond our shores, the plight of Andrew and Myutames

at a time when there is wider international deladi@ut
bringing an end to state-sanctioned and admini$tere

human fails to raise an echo in the Christian.

Their terrible story and desire for life is alsaadow for
other conversations about the promotion of humgniti
and human life in all its forms.

That even the lives of those convicted of traffickin drugs
and the poisoning of life are inalienable.

And that life, even when limited and demeaned Vahse
that is not relative.

" My understanding of the process of execution imiegia is that there are 10-12 members of thedisquad. Only 3 of the
10 have live rounds of ammunition. This way ndtb@ members of the firing squad know who actuably have “killed”
the condemned (sétp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_punishment_inndonesiaand references). If the condemned have
not died through the fusillade, then the commarddiring squad shoots a final round. A grim arebsking process.
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Praying for Government
Marie Ficarra MLC

| pray that the teachings of St Francis, the pasaint of my parents’ homelan
Italy, will continue to guide me in my private apablic life. | have always
found it difficult to live my life trying to changeny behaviour any differentl
with regard to these two aspects of my life. Aitgb inspired every time | pra
to St Francis, “Make Me an Instrument of Your Pé&atédas never been a
excuse for me to avoid the controversial issues rigtter to Australians anc
their way of life.

As a retiring Member of the NSW Parliament haviegved in local and statq
government for 28 years, | was preselected andeglean my values, vision
achievements and most of all my ability to connenferstand and communica
people’s aspirations, their needs and wishes regattieir quality of life and
that of their families. Both state and local gowveemts are chiefly about th
provision of services such as, health, educatimn, dnd order via policing ang
our justice system, public transport, communityes, infrastructure, safe an
efficient roads and so on.

These services are vital to our economy and theigpom of jobs into the future. Let us pray for qalitical leaders
nationally and in particular in NSW with an electitooming. Let us pray for our Ministers, our Menmgbef

Parliament and their collective teams of publiozagts. | thank God every day for the fine calibfeepresentatives
we have in our Parliaments, especially the Revekém Fred Nile and his colleague Hon Paul Greenessmting
the Christian Democratic Party. Rev Nile with oteirty three years
of legislative experience and an expansive commuretwork never Let us pray that all our

fails to amaze me with his energy, passion andreh@tation to serve representatives and public

RASERR NS  servants work for the betterment
with every breath in

his body. of our community with courage,
stability and purpose.

Let us pray that all ou
representatives and
public servants work for the betterment of our camity with

courage, stability and purpose. It is a demandiageer path that
brings its stressful challenges on family lives gretsonal health.
May the Lord give them the strength physically, taéiy and

socially to enable them to make a positive contitbu and find
peace of mind, love and happiness in their givéasro

Social issues such as regulating illicit drug usame sex marriage
and adoption, euthanasia and other policies comgefundamental
family values, are showing generational societaange and it is precisely these changes and theiralso
consequences will always be discussed and exarbindte majority. The silent majority may not be tecebook,
Instagram or Twitter masses but still they hold plogver and they will be heard on such issues. frt@Epority will
always require their representatives to make dmwsand take positions based on evidence, pastiexpe, sound
reasoning and not social trends.

Growing up in the 60s and 70s in typical Australfemglo Saxon suburbia, from an Italian migrant lggokind and
working in a retail fruit, veg and milk bar enviment, enriched my love of shared cultures and waliyost

importantly, | learned to seek knowledge, undeditam and awareness as the road to enlightenméntad as a
teenager that | began to value Australians’ stsergse of volunteering within not just my Catholariph but across
many faiths. | could see goodness in many people mvAy not have been regular church goers but rieleds

lived their lives with generosity and compassioredlised early not to be judgemental or simplistimy beliefs.

Keeping an open mind and displaying tolerance awé in our daily lives can move mountains in fagsliand
communities. Good deeds to others in God’'s namecisgnised and often reproduced by those arounespscially
young Australians eager to learn and understarfdnieht and happiness. These positive feelings Isdeh the

(continued next page)
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Praying for Government (...continued)

= hearts and minds of so many Australians when Wgddth
Day 2008 pilgrims flooded Sydney. My husband andere
delighted to host three wonderful tertiary studerftem
Malaysia in our home in Cronulla. They and theilerids
astounded us with their tolerance, faith, camaiadend
generosity of spirit. It seems virtually all Sydsalers who
experienced this great event had comparable reactidhere is
so much to be proud about regarding our young Aliatrs,
let's never give up on our youth, our marginalised those in
genuine need — St Francis never did.

| The expressions of the ox, ass and sheep seentttaypin a
special way the love of this wonderful saint. Theseved
animals that we bring out every year as part of ©aristmas
nativity scene proudly displayed in our lounge rotave been

- : hand carved from olives of ancient Palestiniandges by poor
Christians who are doing it hard, like so manygielis people in the region where Our Saviour likedearthly life.
Jesus was also in grave danger as a child anddlyeRdmily fled into exile for over three yearskgypt. Many in
our communities continue pray for lifting of onggipersecution and suffering of Middle Eastern Gianiss over the
centuries. Due to the depravity of IS terroristsytlare joined by persecuted Moslems and Jews. Guetity and
injustice is rightfully uniting the civilised worldhto action and we must continue to support sufdrte vigorously
at all levels.

Being a Member of Parliament for over 12 years isgnin both the Legislative Assembly and the Legisk

Council of the NSW Parliament, has been an extmaarg privilege and honour. To have come into contéath so

many interesting people and community leaders leas Isuch an invaluable experience. My working beakad

which has spanned the healthcare sector at a ahad international level along with my time teiaghat Sydney
University, has enabled me to bring a variety aflskn the service of the people of NSW. Beforeergering

Parliament in 2007, | was privileged to be workinghe field of gynaecological oncology as genenahager of the
Australasian arm of a successful multinational oosion promoting improved diagnostic screening dervical

cancer.

Galvanised by hearing that one of my family as waslla very close
friend had been recently diagnosed with cervicalcea | leapt at
the opportunity to make a difference in this dyraourporate role. |
travelled widely, mixed closely with many brilliamrofessionals,
clinicians, researchers and concerned politiciantslaexperienced a
most fulfilling life. Through this work | also mety husband Alan, a
public health and medical administration speciahgith whom |
share a passion about prevention of cancer dehtbhagh timely
early interventions. We have many other sharedrdate and are
proud of the success of our loving and caring i@iahip. Sharing
your life with someone you respect and love deiarguch a blessing
and | thank God every day through prayer.

Indeed | remain keen to assist in a expanded mammgrmany §
friends in the gynaecological cancer field thromghAustralia, once
my parliamentary term concludes at the March 2Qage slections.
Alan and | have been proud to volunteering witk #@stablishment of the Australian Gynaecologicahdga
Foundation (www.agcf.org.au) to the point whereatiamal launch is expected in the first half of 20T his
charitable foundation will address research fundasgies for all gynaecological cancers, raise fuaidbe national
level and support all types of cancer research.

Gynaecological cancers are not rare. Every dayustralia, 12 women are diagnosed with a gynaecchbgiancer
and about 4 women will die from one, accounting 986 of all female cancer deaths. The rate of diagnis

(continued next page)
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Praying for Government (...continued)

increasing and will do for years to come, becauspopulation ageing. About
9,400 Australian women living today have been disgal with ovarian cancer,
23,300 with uterine cancer and 15,300 with cerveeaicer.

Like everyone, my life has had many testing momémas involved people once
very close to me, people | should have been abirisd. Fortunately, feeling the
enduring love and guidance of my father and mothwgr,family and friends, |
have been able to pass through those challengmgstiwithout displaying
bitterness or seeking retribution for felt injusc | know that my parents, who
raised me in the shelter of our Christian faithy cast in the peace of Christ with
the knowledge of how | have performed and whatrtdaughter is achieving in
her public and private life.

My faith has stayed as strong as ever and probbadhefitted from adolescent
exposure to the diversity of faiths that represémtsreal world. That exposure has
continued and intensified because of my many yeapsiblic life. A belief in God
and his goodness is an extraordinarily powerfutdom our communities, our
nation and the world. Challenges to faith comamiany forms and | am often
alerted to gratuitous, sarcastic and unwarrantethzents in the media regarding
my religious views or those of my political colless whom | respect.

A belief in God and his | will not be cowered into silence on more substrstocial policy issues by fear
goodness is an of such attacks. | am considered by many, incluainygelf, to be a conservative
extraordinarily politician.  Although | am not particularly prone tparading my spiritual

sentiments, the public record has documented myia@ms on many issues. They

are solidly grounded on my university based sdientiraining, my broad

) experience of life and my faith and | don't mind kimg this obvious when

nation and the world. necessary. My approach in life is to consider alldence before making
judgements. Sometimes my judgement leads me toosuge status quo while
more evidence is gathered. | reject so-called nefothat seem to me to be initiated by ideologyhmied by
propaganda and hastened by expediency and thooigihts next election timetable.

In my personal life, | try to take Holy Communiovegy week, as | have since my first. | am proudihmfsupport I
have always given my local parish whereve :

have been living, currently St Aloysius
Cronulla. | respect all who follow and live o
what they believe in the peaceful, loving wa
that true Christians and loving non Christia
should. My faith has strengthened me but
never made me a religious bigot.

Political life forces endless reflection on wh
really matters. In doing this, | deepl
appreciate the sound foundations of
thought processes, in the moral and fact
teachings of my parents, my teachers,
spiritual guides and my colleagues. So |
go on in my faith and use the certainties

powerful force in our
communities, our

MALAYSIA AIRLIKMES

FLIGHT MH17

_ NEVER TO BE
FORGOTTEN

deal with problems that can be address
through analysis of evidence.

My faith gives me both the felt need and t/'{
courage to speak out against oppression,

intolerance and injustice, even if these expressmnopinion might cost me the support of thosepprents of
expediency and compromise. | will not retreat ie thce of any threats to isolate and vilify me lseaof my faith-
based positions. In the words of the hymn so mamys@ans sing with strong conviction, here in tbee of Christ,
| stand.

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org
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“IN ALL THY WAYS ACKNOWLEDGE THE LORD AND HE
SHALL DIRECT THY PATHS”
(Proverbs 3:6)

Rev Hon Fred Nile MLC

Almighty God has richly blessed my life through rfaith in my Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, through the power of the 5qiyit.

It is amazing that at so many critical points in lifig, God directly intervened i
a miraculous way.

Many years ago, when | was praying about the ahgdldacing our Federal an/
State Governments, | had a remarkable vision. hi vision | was sitting in
ringside seat at a boxing match when the referkedafor someone to get in th
ring and fight a large, powerful boxer. God saidahte, “get into the political ring
and fight God’s enemies” — which I did!

On another occasion a retired solicitor, whom | hasler met, rang me and said he was praying atalingshis
house at Gerroa and God spoke to him saying “Selt louse to Fred Nile for him to use as a sangtudglaine
and | said yes and he helped us to buy it withaa.lo

One day Nabi Saleh, a prominent leader of HillsGhgirch whom | had never met, rang me and saidGloat had
told him to offer his help to me. |readily acosgthis offer for our Christian political party.

So often, when one ministry was concluding, | woedeive a phone call from someone | did not knéferimg me
the leadership in a challenging sphere, ie National Christian Endeavour Director; Director of Billy Graham Crusades,
Director of the NSW Board of Evangelism; Director of NSW Methodist Newness Campaign, Director of the Festival
of Light-CSO. God was “directing my paths” for whil praise Him.

| thank Almighty God that, as a non-Christian youngn, He led me to the Revesby Evangelical Contjoegd
Church in 1951 when | was drawn to a very attvactjirl on the Church tennis court — Elaine Cremho | married
in 1958. To join the Church Tennis Club | had goes to attend a weekly Church Service, which ] didl accepted
Jesus Christ as my Saviour, through the faithfudggbpreaching of the late Rev Simon Buttle.

Again, God led me when in January 1955 | felt aaticall from God

| fully expected to die in some to leave all and follow Jesus. In fact, when lemsksod what do you
form of Christian service, perhaps want me to do — what kind of ministry — the ansivem God was
“Will you die for me?” 1 replied “no, | want toue for you!” But
eventually | said “yes, | am willing to die for ybu

as a missionary. | expected to

witness to wild natives in South
America, but instead | was to
witness to wild politicians!

| fully expected to die in some form of Christicandce, perhaps as a
missionary. | expected to witness to wild native$South America,
but instead | was to witness to wild politicians!

However, my controversial ministry has involved tiethreats and
bomb threats as well as a bullet fired through ¢guwindow and other incidents.

These threats, including the current threat overgkamic issue has often involved police offersedurity because
they were aware of the threats. | have never a@uexd the police because | continue to trust thd,Las | have for
over 64 years.

It might seem a contradiction but | was and ameswély patriotic and like my father, wanted to fallbis example
and serve my nation, especially with the threatsnfrthe warlike Communist Soviet Union. My fathemdh
volunteered to serve in the British Army when hesW&@. He served in the trenches of France front-l1®lwhere
he was wounded by machine gun fire. He servebarfamous Gloucestershire Regiment whose motto‘Meger

Retreat, Never Surrender”. It even had its Regtaldradge on the front and back of their caps foemvthey were
surrounded the enemy would know who they were iinght

So, even though | was a Christian | first joinee &rmy Cadets and then volunteered when 17 fotiriidl National
Service in the 13th Battalion; Ingleburn Army Camp near Sydney in 1952. I then volunteered to remain in the Army

(continued next page)
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IN ALL THY WAYS ACKNOWLEDGE THE LORD (...continued)

Reserve from 1952 to 1972 where | became an Inf&@ampany Commander, not a Chaplain.
| greatly enjoyed my Army Service and the oppottuto conduct Army Church Parades and Bible Studies

After that dramatic call from God | attended (1%89-a missionary training institute — the MelbouBible Institute
(MBI) now Victorian College of the Bible. Then,udng 1958-64) the United Faculty of Theology (Mzedrst,
Presbyterian and Congregational Colleges) at Sytméyersity.

My two training opportunities were totally diffeterthe MBI was After 5 years of training ... the
evangelical, evangelistic and Bible believing! Tleited Faculty Principal called me into his office

of Theology was a very liberal Theological College. and ... said you have to study for

After 5 years of training in the United Faculty amy successful |t year before you graduate.
passing of all my examinations, the Principal chlftee into his

office and said he had bad news. He said you haatudy for
another year before you graduate.

| was shocked and asked why.
He replied “Because you still
believe the Bible is true”.

| was shocked and asked why. He replied “Becaassstill believe
the Bible is true”. | think they were hoping | wdyust drop out
but | accepted their challenge to try to changebote praise God, they failed. | believe it wastmdrGod’s plan to
test me and make me even stronger in my faith atidfbtand to prepare me for the spiritual battleghe NSW
Parliament for over 33 years!

| was finally ordained in 1964 and served in vasi@@hurches, first as an evangelical Congregatibhaister and
then in the new Uniting Church in Australia. Howevl resigned from the UCA in 2003 when the UCAegbto
ordain practising homosexuals and | re-joined tlimdgtegational Churches where | was honoured toldtesl
Australian President in 2006. | served in thisawaty until 2014.

Elaine and | always thanked Almighty God for allsHi
blessings on our marriage and on our family inespitthe
difficult financial circumstances with a low Minests

. stipend. Sadly, Elaine went to be with the Lordt(sad for
Elaine) in 2011 after a battle with cancer of tiverl. God
blessed us with four children, 3 sons (Stephen,kMard
David) and 1 daughter (Sharon).

| am very proud of my children. Two of my sonsg8ten
and David, served in the NSW Police Force and Mark
== qualified as a school teacher with his Degree aipioha

in Education and my daughter had successful marshger

1994 Fred and Elaine, and family Stephen, SharcarkMnd Positions and in social work, particularly cariryg Ehildren
David, at Gerroa from broken homes.

Now we have eight wonderful grandchildren, Jessioahua, Montana, Jack, Matilda, Elijah, Lily armibBha.

After being married in 1958, Elaine and | movedntany suburbs as part of our ministry during ourygar
marriage. These suburbs included Newcastle, BexBgdesville,
Ryde, Gerroa and Kogarah Bay.

Our ministry had many blessed highlights such asnwhserved as
National Christian Director conducting youth leadep training
seminars in all states; the opportunity to organise the 1968 Billy
Graham Crusade was a wonderful privilege with @000 decisions
for Christ in only 8 Crusade Services when 150,080ple packed int__\
the Showground; organising 8 day Evangelistic Crusades in Newness |
NSW with hundreds of young people accepting Chaist Saviour
throughout NSW.

The Festival of Light — Community Standards Orgatiis gave m
many opportunities to promote purity, love and fgmife with 1968 Fred with his boss Billy Graham

(continued next page)
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IN ALL THY WAYS ACKNOWLEDGE THE LORD ( contlnued)

[Tl r-—rr-r-r—

massive rallies in Hyde Park with 35,000 in 197d &m
1976.

Finally, | was asked to nominate for the NSW Upp
House in 1981. To my complete surprise was ele@
with 225,000 primary votes! | have now servedtia g

NSW Upper House for over 33 years. 3

During this time | have Chaired many ___
Parliamentary Inquiries into a wide range of issUlikss
including Bullying in WorkCover NSW, Newcastle Ra
and Planning, Mr Fluffy Asbestos etc.

| was thrilled in 1988 when Elaine was also eleced
served with me for nearly 14 years. Together ¥

1976 Festival of Light Rally, Malcolm Muggerldge

achieved a great deal including compensation fooéent
victims of AIDS.

But God still had his hand on my life after Eladied of
cancer trusting in Jesus Christ to welcome her into
Heaven. | praise God He gave me a wonderful Chaist
present when | married Silvana Nero on 15th Decembe
2013. Silvana is a lovely, dedicated, Christian
campaigner.

1991 NSW Legislative Council: Rev Fred Nile andrigla
Nile (on right side)

1990

Kings Cross Ratly

Now | am ready for the next battle, as | lead g
Team CDP, with Rev Dr Ross Clifford, for thig

with a great team of CDP Candidates.

| will serve if elected for a suitable time andrhd :., :
hand over to my successor Rev Dr Ross Cliffg e
my Number
Two Upper
House
Candidate  onf[===g8 FAMILY T = Family World
our Upper .
House Ticket.

News
My  Number okl
Three
Candidate is
Peter Tadros;
my Number
Four Candidate
is Simon
Khouri.
Let us continue to pray that God's Will be done
Saturday 28th March 2015, for His Glory.

Sydney Holy City
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What Children at Risk Need
and How the Church Can Help Them Best (part 3 of 3)

Lausanne Consultation on Children at Risk

Quito, Ecuador, 17-20 November, 2014
Contributing Paper by Ruslan Maliuta
Conclusion: Taking the Initiative and Assuming Resp onsibility

For the Church to take the lead and make the maxriimpact in responding to the growing crisis ofldtgn at risk
in its many manifestations, a number of strategeed to be developed and adopted on global, ntiema local
levels. The Church needs to strategically focuaarocacy, policy and system development, and bastipes with
resource mobilization to impact the situation vatfildren at risk both globally and locally. Thesetegies deserve
more in-depth discussion, yet but | would like itmgly outline some key areas to consider

Advocacy

The Church needs to regain the position of beiegptimary advocate for children in adversity. Idarfor this to
happen the Church’s position on key related issnekiding desirable outcomes, has to be clariéied clearly
stated. Because the Body of Christ consists of nd#ffgrent groups, a strategic collaboration isuieed between
key denominations and agencies on all levels. Esdigrthe global Church needs an equivalent ofliihe
Convention on Rights of the Child, not to competththe UN’s document but to complement it withleac
Biblical foundation and guidance for the global iStian community as it relates to serving childeéthe Whole
World. But this process is much more that just egmip with a document that everyone would agre@ufe
Shiferaw Michaels states in his paper: “Incremeat@nges and improvements on “practices, behaviattitude”
13 cannot bring solutions to the issues involved whiidren at risk. They call for “significant, quam
improvements” that call for paradigm shifts.” TheuZch needs to identify paradigm shifts that haviake place
and make them a significant priority.

One example of a needed paradigm shift comes fnemattea of orphan care. The Church has to takealan
promoting a family-based approach to helping orghand vulnerable children, especially given theigal
foundation for family, adoption, and caring for fla¢herless. Unfortunately, in a number of cousttlee Christian
community is far behind the government and NGO# lotecognizing the need for family-based apprcawthin
aligning its programs and activities accordinglyt Bhere are also positive cases when the Chri€ianch
nationally has taken a stand on these issues asdbla to significantly influence the situationhwithildren at risk
in their nation. In Ukraine in 2012 the nationalu@oil of Churches and Religious Organizations, Whigpresents
90% of believers in the country on the range frorth@dox to Catholic to Evangelicals, came up wijbiat
statement ofProtecting and Caring for the Orphans and Vulnee@hildren, Preventing Abandonment of
Children, and Ensuring the Right of the Child toReased in

Family **. This is just one aspect of a major paradigm shéft What
took place in the country during the last decadanding this
issue.

would happen if the
Christian community would not
only criticize the practice of
abortion, but also mobilize its
resources to offer tangible

Another example of a paradigm shift that shoule talace is on
the issue of abortion. The Church is known globfdhfighting
against abortions but unfortunately does not aanddee the need

for supporting struggling families after childreredorn. What support for any woman that
would happen if the Christian community would notyocriticize ~ agrees to keep the child, or find
the practice of abortion, but also mobilize itsogses to offer a family for any child whose
tangible support for any woman that agrees to kieeghild, or mother or biological family is

find a family for any child whose mother or biologi family is

- - - I)
not willing or able to raise her? In this way, theurch would not willing or able to raise her?

(continued next page)

4 http://vrciro.org.ua/ua/statements/184-zvernennya-kciro-shchodo-zahystu-i-pikluvannya-pro-ditey-syrit
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What Children at Risk Need (...continued)

support children’s healthy relationships with cgrand nurturing adults, whether biological or adapt

The Church should be more celebrated for whatfarisnot what it is against.

Policy and System Development

By embracing an active position, the Christian camity can positively influence the child welfarestgm in its
country. Generally speaking, there are three tgbesuntries in this regard: those with a very deped child

... the way to deal with it is
to be a prophetic voice that
calls for systems that
operate in children’s best
interests while also offering
tangible solutions to the
country’s most pressing
social challenges.

welfare system, the ones that are actively devetppne, and the
countries where the system is primitive, not funwitng, or virtually non-
existent. Usually this correlates with the econodagelopment of a
particular country. In cases of developed counttles Church is often
facing a challenge of the child welfare system hg\developed with
some elements that are not in keeping with Chrigeaching, resulting,
for example, in children being placed in adoptiamilies that may not
be considered suitable or healthy. Once againytheto deal with it is
to be a prophetic voice that calls for systems dlpatrate in children’s
best interests while also offering tangible soluido the country’s most
pressing social challenges.

For example, in the UK the Evangelical Alliancerlabed a campaign, Home for Good, to find adoptavepts for
all foster children in the country’s child welfasgstem as well as to encourage Christian famitidsetome foster
parents. As a result of the campaign, in Southamalone 70 churchgoers applied to be foster pateinghe
countries where the system is still being develdpedChurch has a unique opportunity to help shtapereflect
Biblical values and principles. In Ukraine the Aliice for Ukraine without Orphans, along with therButtee of
Social Ministry of the National Council of Churchesd Religious Organization, participated in thead@oment of
the National Strategy on Preventing of the Socigih@nhood?® And in places where the system is not present or
malfunctioning, local churches must do their bedutfill many of its functions. Sometimes they ik the only
ones to do so, especially in poorer countries incAfand Asia.

Best Practices, Mobilization, and Resources

As | already noted earlier, there are examples evtiex Christian community led the way in develomngutions
that eventually were adapted by the governmensandlar NGOs. The Church needs to go beyond adyacat
system development, as important as they are,damdify, develop, and multiply best practices whteromes to
different areas of serving children at risk. Wtaldvocacy and system development usually take plaggobal and
national levels, implementation is always localvAdacy without solid best practice and active nipaiion of all
necessary resources is utterly insufficient.

The global and local Christian community shouldd=ethey already are in some cases in the US, ikraiK and
other countries, both the think tanks and laboiesasf best practice in the area of serving childrerisk.

I would like to offer a few words as to what theu@ith can do in places where churches are few @malos where
the church exists in hostile environments. Theeestil some things that can be done to impacttiébeing of
children at risk. And the best part is that thesefices are also completely applicable to theatitns where
Christians are fully present and welcomed.

First, Christians should pray for children at rigleir families in the communities and countriesvehthey live and
around the world. Prayer is essential for any dhaff éhe church’s work to be effective. Secondtye Church can
advocate for the children in their local settingd also at the global and regional levels, to gtfice policies that in
turn may transform the situations in their respectiountries. Thirdly, the Christian community cdfer tangible
and effective solutions to help these countriesa@mmunities where the church is small, nearly ewistent or

(continued next page)

5 The Baptist Times. Homes for Good becomes indeperaiharity.
http://www.baptist.org.uk/Articles/413252/Home_for Good.aspx
18 http://zakon2.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/609/2012
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What Children at Risk Need (...continued)

persecuted.

For example, in China, UK-based charity Care foildeén spent 17 years working to help the goverrindenelop

a foster care system that by now resulted in 086r@0 placement$.Being committed Christians and also top-
level professionals in their field, they didn’t certo China to “evangelize” yet the government oin@tas seen the
success of the approach and openly recognizedub&trole Christian community plays in achievihgs,
especially because the majority of foster parantsed to be Christians from the house church mowgriféhat an
example of living witness and testimony to the powfeChrist to transform the lives of families.

During recent decades the Whole World in generdltha church in particular have certainly made sprogress in
both identifying the global challenge of childrerriak and responding to it. Yet much more needstdone. We
live in a unique point of history with some unpreéested opportunities for the global church in treaa of
communication, mobilization, networking, and aligemhof active ministry. Millions of children aroutide world
are suffering and waiting to experience true love eare. We, as the Body of Christ, have never bearbetter
place to meet this need. It is time to think deegpiy act effectively, both globally and locally.

7 http:/fwww.edp24.co.uk/lifestyle/photo_gallery_thenorwich_man_who_introduced_fostering_to_china_1_3%908?usurv=skip

-

TheAustralian Prayer Network has established a Watchmen School of Intercess|on
for the purpose of training up Christians in howptay for our Nation and the Nations of the
world as well as for the Church in Australia angdel.
The School begins with a Foundational Course spogad6 sessions which is usually held as
a 2 day intensive. This course is suitable for leogherienced prayers and/or those wanting|to
simply know more about the discipline of prayer &g it relates beyond our personal
relationship with God, as a tool that God usednge the world around us.

The topics of the Foundational Course are:

WATCHMEN SCHOOL OF INTERCESSION

Sessionl - How prayer works

Session2 - Intercession — a lifestyle that changgsur world
Session3 - Understanding the spiritual DNA of youcommunity
Session4 - Spiritual Authority the key to spiritud breakthrough
Session5 - Principals of small group leadership arparticipation
Session6 - How to hear God'’s voice

The course is being made available to Churchesy @hristian ministries and established
prayer groups/networks across Australia. Ther@isast for the Course although we ask that
a free will offering towards the ministry of the gtwalian Prayer Network be allowed to be
taken at each School held.

After completion of the Foundational Course papigits, should they so choose, will be able
to undertake further Intermediate and Advancedsasuwhich will be offered over the

following two years. Each of those courses wilbdte of 6 to 8 sessions duration. Whereas
the Foundational Courses will be held locally, limermediate and Advanced courses will be
centralised to State and National level to enablégpants to learn with other praying peopje
from across their State and the nation as a whole.

Local Pastors or other ministry leaders who woille to host a Foundation Level Course
should make contact with us to discuss your need$iaw we may be able to assist in
meeting these needs.

Yours in Christ,

/ Brian Pickering, National Coordinator, Australiarr@/er Network - prayer@bigpond.rwé
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822 Gathering in Jerusalem 822 GATHERING
From Rev Roy Zhang il 13,2014

The 822 Gathering, held on Nov 10 to 13, 2014 etinkernational Convention Center (ICC) in Jerusaled about 3400
attendants from more than 20 nations. About 156 fiGreater China’, including Taiwan, China, Hongr¢ and Macau,
among which about 800 were from China.

The name of this 822 Gathering comes from the proplof Zechariah 8:22, “Yea, many people and straatgns shall
come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, apdatp before the LORD” It is regarded as a glatmaitinuation of
national reconciliation, unity and transformationwvament started in Canada 1995. It is called Fadalyney or
Homecoming Movement in Greater China and in Agiaesin 2001 as the healing flow was released tarAsations.
Family Journey testimonies were given by senidrdeg or key leaders from nations and regions ssceaada, Taiwan,
Hong Kong, China, German speaking nations and Japare repentance, unity, reconciliation, healind zansformation
has been taking place.

The highlight was undoubtedly, the repentance andnciliation of Jewish national spiritual fatherskey leaders towards
the gentile Church of the nations, the repentanéeabic spiritual fathers and key leaders towdsttael and the Jewish
Body of Christ. This is of special significancelight of the fact that replacement theology staftedh Egypt. We saw the
reconciliation between Jew and Arabic Body of Ghasd covenant making of the global gentile Chuectihe Jewish Body
of Christ, as led by the Arabic spiritual fathersthrers and key leaders. Also the spiritual fatineosfiers and key leaders
from all the global nations, together declaring tibality of the one new man of Ephesians 2:11-8#,36.

The visionary leader of this global movement id€i2awid Demian from Canada. He has strong apostaticpaophetic
anointing and is gifted in activating repentanagfyuand reconciliation. He carries an apostoliltireg from the Lord to
prepare His Bride for His second coming. Rev Dredinl Chiu is Dr David's senior pastor at Zion Chukémncouver,
Canada, where this global Homecoming Movementestdrom Rev Dr Gideon's home at her palm size.

According to Dr David Demian, the Gathering isutfifl the DREAM of our FATHER and the Chinese BodChrist to
provide a womb and travail to help give birth te thaby of repentance and reconciliation and brealti. Video archives
of 822 Gathering are highly recommended for persaaiching. Seewww.822call.org Here one can observe the on-site
experience of high praises on the venue by worghgpand musicians and dancers from Canada anchsaiticluding Jews
and Arabic worship leaders. Broadly speaking, ithart of the restoration of the Tabernacle ofibav worship and in
spirit, but it is also a preparatory presentatibthe global Bride for her Bridegroom.

However, this Gathering is not just a single gattgeevent, but a journey begun in 1995 in Canada.dHomecoming
Movement from Canada, moving to the sun rising nationsastern Asia and on to the sun setting JerusalameSi
September 2013 Dr David along with senior fathed key leaders from the nations took five tripssiael to break down
barriers and to build up relationships and trukisB22 Gathering is not a just a gathering evarthe stage, but more of a
re-presentation of what already has happened iprthgatherings where the trust and relationshiprapthe Jews and
Arabic leaders and the key leaders from the natiave been established at a family / covenant.level

In summary, we His family are preparing a dwelling place for our Father to dwell among us as His children; for Christ our
King to rule and reign among us, and for His glddadle to be prepared, as we brothers and sigtemns the nations and
from Israel love each other as one family.

That is our vision for China and our prayer for &aka and New Zealand, and all the Asian Paciéitans.

Shalom,
Roy Zhang
On behalf of Rev Dr Gideon Chiu

centre for public christianity beyond retigion

The Centre for Public Christianity (CPX) is a not-for-profit media company that offer Christian perspective on
contemporary life. We seek to promote the publidaratanding of the Christian faith by engaging rsm@am
media and the general public with high quality amell-researched print, video and audio materialualibe
relevance of Christianity in the 21st century.

Check latest events http://publicchristianity.org/about

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org



Transforming Sydney & National Prayer Strategy for ~ the Ten Domains Newsletter - March 2015 14

Jesus the King of Truth — a Public Matter

Before the Roman Governor Pilate, Jesus testifidoking a King on a mission. He said quite simplytlate that
his mission was ‘to testify to the truth’ (John 38y adding that everyone on the side of truth wadiskgn to him.
Jesus stepped into public life, to private livesevery life and brought life with him. Jesus atsade a public stand
on unpopular truths often offending the religioesnenunity at that time because his stated missiantwaestify to
the truth.

Ironically the person we know as ‘The Truth’ (Jdh6) was crucified for the crime of blasphemy @40:33). It
seems to me that truth, in its many forms, consirteebe publicly crucified and an alarming numbigpeople today
are still being slaughtered for ‘blasphemy’. Selah.

Just as those who loved him most dearly stood §idie at the cross, the church is also calledke that posture
today; to stand on the side of truth - especially with those sufferinfpr the truth. The idea of taking sides is
inherently political and unpopular, and yet it is also quite Biblical. This is not a rigid right/left stance of course; it’s
about standing biis side, whereveheis. Truth does have a position and it's our misgimfind it. If we are to be
like him, surely we will also testify to the truth.

Engagement in the political domain by followersDfie Truth’ is so very critical today. The Scripts are clear
that truth is intimately acquainted with freedond dreedom is both personal and political. As Jesubmany other
religious minorities have found, exercising perddreedoms, particularly freedom of belief and ftem of speech,
may result in political consequences. One couldgytar as saying life itself is political.

The Apostle Paul tells us that ‘it is for freedamat Christ has set us free. Stand firm then andaddet yourselves
be burdened again by a yoke of slavery’ (Galat&a$. ‘Stand firm on freedom’ is the central messdg fact the
whole Biblical narrative is about a journey to fleen. The Israelites escaped physical slavery inpEgnd this

paints a picture of the realistic struggles otl@rsounter in their escape from spiritual slaverg &ve told to keep
our eyes up and fixed upon the ‘free Jerusalemeihekio is ‘our mother’ (Galatians 4:26). We realigre born to
be free! But this wonderful gift we enjoy calle@édom was intended to be publicly shared for tmefiteof all and

also for the preservation of freedom itself.

Whether its drug or porn addiction enslaving citizens; slavery to one’s own life at the expense of caring for the lives
of the unborn and elderly; slavery to the dollar; sex slavery or groups like ISIS who are slaves to cruel and demented
doctrines that sanction the enslavement and persecution of others; there has never been a better time than now to

raise the banner for truth in the public domaithasguardian of freedom. __there has never been a

Using our public voice is both a privilege and spansibility. To remain silent petter time than now to

may not just be irresponsible, but may be judgec &n. Yes, we can sin raise the banner for truth

through our silence by neglecting to speak up afidhe truth ‘when we hear . . .

a public charge that isn’t true.” (Leviticus 5:That’s a weighty thought! in the pu_bIIC domain as
the guardian of freedom.

Think about the unborn children that currently haeedignity or right to life.

The law tells us that their life doesn’t count. Havany Victorian’'s remain silent about the physidesimembering
and abortion of healthy unborn children which mayldgal right up to the time of their birth in \icta? Perhaps
God may count this silence as a sin against us®tiGoa church be collectively guilty of expendimgné and money
to fill churches while remaining silent about tkelous cruelty toward the unborn? It appears leaitg a voice for
Godly morality that values all life as inherentlyepious may be an offense and too sensitive to iorenivhile
taking innocent life does not offend. Do we offéddd? If the church is commissioned to save lifeutdhdt it be a
voice to save these precious infants too?

| was reminded recently that we are not a secidaratracy at all but rather a representative demgchouldn’t
Christians be representing the most vulnerablediety by exercising their God given freedom toad®els this a
talent we should bury? (Mathew 25:25)

There is a high cost to not exercising our Christian responsibility and democratic right as citizens to speak up; not
only are innocent lives cut off in our own citiesttaround the world people are being tormentedaday night by
persecutors who neither know nor love the trutire@dom. Life and liberty is at stake.

What we are witnessing in the heart of the curgboibal terrorism tsunami is the same silencingitsthat leads to
(continued next page)
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Jesus the King of Truth — a Public Matter (...conti  nued)

death. It manifests in a revival of ancient blasppeand apostasy laws. We should learn from worlene that
silencing people and forbidding freedom of beliefl @xpression only leads to totalitarianism.

Muslim Brotherhood leader Yusuf Qaradawi told AV, “If (they Muslims) had gotten rid of the pghiment
(usually death) for apostasy, Islam would not exwmday.” Nonie Darwish adds “Repression is a sidgn o
philosophical weakness...only systems that can seriivopenness and freedom can be considered stfong,
freedom is actually the furnace in which systentideas are tested.”

That was the same furnace prepared for Shadracthddh and Abednego. Yet they were free enoughemgblves
to step into it when judged and tested as ‘apastatd blasphemers’. They stood firm and were reseafor this.

The societal pillars of There is nothing new under the sun. The societirgiof truth and freedom

truth and freedom must must be upheld or totalitarianism will reign; in Biblical speak that’s bondage.

b held it is il Whether it's the rise of Leftism silencing any igiite of current abortion
€ upnheid ... ItIs stience legislation, or critique of the fatherless and neokbss children produced as a

that consents to the result of same-sex parenting, or the rise of Issamtalling for international

construction  of the criminalisation of speech against Islam - it isesde that consents to the

house of totalitarianism. construction of the house of totalitarianism.

The pillars of the Islamist house should come as no surprise: they are blasphemy and apostasy laws; minds and
tongues committed to silence. While the free laymlaheir life to uphold truth and freedom, blasplyeamd
apostasy laws take the lives of people for exergishis freedom. One law gives life and the otlades it. The
Samson weapon that will pull down those Islamidtayg of blasphemy and apostasy is freedom. Who can
understand this if not the people of truth? Whe édsbetter positioned to be a public voice on lifgerty, faith and
family?

We should remind ourselves that all laws are basesome moral or ethical premise. Jesus’ followere exempt
themselves from interest in public life are meilelgving the impartation of morals and ethics toeath Economics
is also based on a philosophy that the Bible sp&akdf the Biblical standard is that ‘childrencghid not have to
save up for the parents, but parents for the amid¢(2 Corinthians 12:14) should we remain silenthe face of
legislation that may result in what former Deputint& Minister John Anderson described as intergiwaral theft?
If we seek an inheritance our self should we noptepared to leave one for the next generation?s@amce is not
good enough when we follow the one who embodies\Word of truth’.

The church is called to be a prophetic voice inetgand is a guardian of spiritual truth. Should e in the public
square? The good book says ‘Where the spirit oL.trd is, there is liberty’ (2 Corinthians 3:17j) tthe spirit of the
Lord is not in the public square can we really etpe enjoy liberty? Shouldn’t our mission be tokaaure it is!

Vickie Janson www.vickiejanson.com.au vickiej@australianchristians.com.au
Victorian State Director
Australian Christians www.australianchristians.com.au

" http://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/3572/islam-aposty-death

National Day of Prayer for Defence
2015 - Saturday, 28 March 2015

The Military Christian Fellowship of Australia iobting a National ..
Day of Prayer for Defence @aturday, 28 March 2015 "

Additional information is available on the Militatyhristian Fellow-
ship of Australia websitenfww.mcf-a.org.au).

Contact Officer: Mrs Lisa Thomas
Military Christian Fellowship National Staff Worker
Telephone: 02 6266 4950

Email: mcf.office@defence.gov.au
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Beyond The Walls

By Andre Van Eymeren

A few weeks ago | had the honour of attending a lavdlision Australia fittp:/goo.gl/mdPRq4) Conference,
themedBeyond our Wallslt was a gathering of Church leaders, not tlenisider myself a church leader, although
according to Parker Palmer and his book on vocatien Your Life Speak, we are all leaders from vehere sit.
The gathering essentially a collection of Worldivispartners was in part a thank you for the supaod also an
encouragement to move beyond the traditional vibls$ the church has erected for itself, which is $pace that
World Vision often occupies as it seeks to resodeelopment around the world.

To aid in this exploration World Vision commissiaine McCrindle Grouphftp://www.mccrindle.com.au/) to do
some research on the Church’s perception of tharzority, as well as the community’s perception & tturch.
The findings have been compiled into the Church @omities Australia Report.

The good news is that respondents are saying likathurch is doing positive things. However it gdes/n hill
from there. These good things don’t seem to haesaiace for them as individuals or their familyrtaularly when
it comes to 7 key areas including their; spiritual, mental, social, relational, vocational, financial and physical
wellbeing. This despite 61.1% of the populationniifging as Christian. The research showed thatr @avenonth
only 15% of the population will attend church adeonce. 85% won't enter a church, so as a eultearer, the
church’s voice and influence is diminishing.

The research went onto explore the blockers togergant on both sides of

the wall. From the community’s side there is a pperception of church. joqs. .
Tod Samson, a leading Australian Marketer and ptesevith the Gruen engagement in his approach to
Transfer http://goo.gl/CzcVd) was stated as saying in effect, th%e poor and marginalized... In
Australians love the product but not the retaill@utThe church is seen as
exclusive and that it just does its own thing. Hlso seen as hypocritical.sUbtle and not so subtle ways

Other factors for non-engagement include a lactelsvance and people’sh® challenged the systemic evil
general busyness. that prevented people from

moving out of poverty. He was

models world

From the church’'s side, reasons stated for nongmmant include a proponent of an alternate
busyness, fear and a lack of confidence. Perhagslinig into the lack of = . .

confidence there are deeper issues at play thatlktHaaders would bepont'c’_ a_n up_SIde down
perhaps unaware of or at least reluctant to exptosech a survey. One ofVorldview if you like that saw
these is discipleship, which is the teaching, trginand mentoring of the marginalized empowered to
someone to emulate a master. In the church’s tesertaster is Jesus. Harticipate in society.

models world engagement in his approach to the podrmarginalized of

his day. In subtle and not so subtle ways he angdld the systemic evil that prevented people framing out of
poverty. He was a proponent of an alternate pphticupside down worldview if you like that saw tharginalized
empowered to participate in society.

| see one of the key things missing for the chuscha robust understanding or theology of thesegtheind God’s
broader concerns (including but not only persoablation) and the lack of a spirituality that al®these things to
be shown as inherently relevant to the world arausd

The research snapshot finished with a look from ¢harch perspective on how responsive church miesst
services, communication and outreach were to chattgmdees (93%), local community (74%), 21st Qgntu
context (64%) and global events (57%). Again tlidire scale could indicate a number of things flmmsyness to a
poor understanding or even lack of desire to engatieideas and programs outside of the immediateda of the
congregation.

The news for the church isn’t all doom and gloonond; time ABC journalist John Cleary pointed outttha
journalists as a group are not biased against lineck, but they look to maintain a critical distar&s part of a
search for truth. They are not there to tell any®tory as such but to portray that truth. Unfoetely the caveat
to this is that journalists working in a commerdramework are prisoners of the guidelines theygiwen. Also by
nature they are suspicious of anyone that appedss trying to sell them something. Cleary exhottexlleaders in

(continued next page)
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Beyond The Walls (...continued)

the room to remember that we are 2-3 generationgoon the church and the world being able to comicate
effectively and that the church’s message will m®tconceptually understood and in fact it mightnelve the wrong
message.

Where once the community was happy with right bd&leing expressed, people now more than ever akenlg for
right action. The conference was very gratefultfa presence of Deputy Opposition Leader TanyzeRek, who
had asked for special leave from parliament tondtteCarrying personal integrity, sincere genuinenasd a
willingness to listen, Tanya provided a light toavhas become a very dark political landscape.eBheuraged the
church to pick up on issues that show this righitoa¢c such as entrenched
poverty, equitable access to schooling and for ¢harch to join with
community leaders that speak up for those who ddm@ve a voice.
. Interviewed by Tim Costello, Tanya expressed hemdiy at the lack of
being  expressed, people response from the Australian community to the $RilRon cut from the
now more than ever areé foreign aid budget. She commented that whilst Lawas committed to
looking for right action. getting back to the target 0.5% of GDP it wouldetaome time, should they
come to power at the next election.

Where once the community
was happy with right belief

Tim Costello, CEO of World Vision, well known inghmedia as preacher and activist wrapped the anwderup
well. His summary included the comment that preaghinly makes sense in context, effectively in d¢batext of
action. If the church adopts this, then it anddbmmunity may be able to move to a point of meetpaghaps just
outside the walls or even on the boundary.

Andre is an experienced community development ttangurainer and practitioner. Over the past 28ays he has
been part of building community from the insideisTias seen him and his family live and work ingaalised and
hurting communities in South Australia and Victorfedded to this Andre has been involved in projeci®ss
Australia, working extensively with local counci#ghools, faith groups and the not for profit sectde holds an
undergraduate in Ministry and an MA focused onffaihd community development.

GOD KNOWS O If suddenly your outlook is brighter and you

find traces of hope...

O God has whispered to you.
O When you are tired and discouraged from

fruitless efforts... 0

) When things are going well and you have
O God knows how hard you have tried.

much to be thankful for...

O God has blessed you.
O When you've cried so long and your heart is

in anguish... 0

When something joyful happens and you are
O God has counted your tears.

filled with awe...

o _ 0O God has smiled upon you.
O If you feel that your life is on hold and time

has passed you by... 0

. o : When you have a purpose to fulfill and a
O God is waiting with you.

dream to follow...
O God has opened your eyes and called you by

0O When you're lonely and your friends are too name.
busy even for a phone call...
U God is by your side. O Remember that wherever you are or
whatever you are facing...
O When you think you've tried everything and 0 GOD KNOWS!!I
don't know where to turn...
O GOd haS a SO|utI0n Love and Sha'om
In Jesus Christ
O When nothing makes sense and you are Pastor Paul Ciniraj & Mercy Ciniraj,
confused or frustrated... Baseeliya, Devalokam (P.O),
O God has the answer. Kottayam-686004, Kerala, INDIA.

http://pciniraj.wordpress.com
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My Best Friend Has Bipolar

by Anonymous

Introduction

I hope as you are reading this, that you are orteeoflucky ones’, untouched by mental illness.church it's easy to see
someone who has a broken arm, receive prayer adhdpe It is much harder for the ‘church’ to prfay someone with an
illness unseen - a broken mind. Mental ilinessieara lot of shame within society. It remainsdad in our churches. In
this age of fractured family values and the ‘cliaisttamily unit’ so often broken, churches shooddequipping themselves
with tools to heal the broken-of-mind, and underdiag mental iliness. It should be in every chigdhterest.

Here are some statistics for Australia (source wWaaekdoginstitute.org.au):

Depression has a high lifetime prevalence - onseiven Australians will experience depression iir fifetime.
Depression has the third highest burden of all a&&s in Australia (13.3%)

Bipolar | disorder may be experienced by up to 18étfalians over their lifetime. The lifetime riskBipolar I
disorder is up to 5% (with rates higher in women).

Men are at greatest risk of suicide but least kel seek help. In 2010 men accounted for oveethrerters
(76.9%) of deaths from suicide however, an estitha®6 of males don'’t seek help for mental disorders

Attempted suicide is also an important issue wétingates that in Australia over 60,000 people arytempt to
take their own lives, the majority being wometis liecognised that the number of suicides and gitech
suicides is likely to be underreported for a numtiiereasons including the practical problems ofedietining a
person’s intentions, reporting problems and thgrea around suicide and self-harm.

My Story

My best friend, my husband, has Bipolar. I've dweith it for 15 years. The ups are always sotexgiand the downs are
so demoralising and depressing, sometimes suicidal.

| was always attracted to ‘adventure’ and alwayente bit of ‘thrill seeker’ What was hiding behind
within limits of my own boundaries. So when | niigs handsome man in . .
church one day, | found him ‘exciting.” Each tinimat we went out he was that blg Smlle’ on the

‘thrilling to be with’. It was like being on a ed When he was ‘high’ he Inside was a person hiding
was full of life, adventure, goals, dreams, visiang extremely creative. i .

He spoke like an Evangelist and was good lookirdysamart. Was this too their ‘down’ to the world.
good to be true? Reality was; yes it was too good to be true. What was
hiding behind that big smile, on the inside wagespn hiding their ‘down’ to the world. | didn&alise his up personality
was actually ‘mania’. | didn't know anything abeoéntal illness and just thought something wag ameird’ about him
but nothing that Jesus couldn’t heal.

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopaedimtp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bipolar_disorder );

Bipolar disorder, also known as bipolar affectivieatder, is a mental disorder characterized by pds of
elevated mood and periods of depression.

The elevated mood is significant and is known asianar hypomania depending on the severity or wérethere
is psychosis. During mania an individual feels otsaabnormally happy, energetic, or irritable. Vhaften make
poorly thought out decisions with little regardttee consequences. The need for sleep is usuallgedd During
periods of depression there may be crying, poorceygact with others, and a negative outlook o [ithe risk
of suicide among those with the disorder is higQraater than 6% over 20 years, while self-harmussdn 30—
40%.

The old saying ‘what comes up must come down’figing metaphor for Bipolar disorder. | suppoge similar to
someone drinking and being the life of the pafttgntthe next day being hung-over, except brain dtgninstead of
alcohol (or it's spiritual depression). Dependorghow bad the person has it they can go up amh ddfew times in a
day. One episode could be a few days, a week, ahman.

There is always the thrill of the up, however lahigists for. A few hours, a few days, it's likeibg at a nonstop party.
Usually there can be non-stop staying awake 24e48sh It's a ‘manic creative time’. | read anaé once that said
people with bipolar while on an ‘up’ usually thitikey have super-powers or are super-human. Myisnasuper-achiever.
His mind is like a super computer at times. | arted his ‘weirdness’ to his extremely creative gadius personality.
There’s nothing wrong | assured myself about hmatdtime” and we got married after a whirlwind rornan

(continued next page)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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My Best Friend Has Bipolar (...continued)

| suppose we didn't address his personality soaméne ‘up’ was usually used for business (greatlt®and success were
achieved). No-one questioned his all-night wotkeefand all day as well). When he got great tssut was applauded in
front of church for his ‘successes’. The world wasching, we were riding the ‘high’ but we wersaliding the ‘lows’
and it was the ‘big secret’ that no-one knew abextept our closest friends.

| don't remember a time when he has been ableiliefully’ get himself out of a depression. We haprayed, and prayed,
and prayed. We have just ‘ridden the wave’ of degion over and over again for years until we sbhglp. | feel like |
have been weathered by these storms of depresatoihe years. After each one passes, | ask, Houy mmere Lord? Is
this the last one? When is he going to be comléealed from this illness? Is he going to comedf it? Do | have to
rise up and take over the leadership of the famfiile he hides in a hole of depression again? Mydsiruggles to find
answers. | rode the waves for so long becausepbevere always so thrilling. It made the downslook so bad, or at least
they could be ignored as | knew they would padser& would be an awakening soon. An up was oriskgsooner or
later). If | only knew we could have gotten help.

Because of these ‘lows’ | didn’t know about meiitakss the only thing | knew to do with him buidrhim to church and
get the pastors to pray over him. Some of the lea® manic-depressive, some even suicidal andoloédveleep for days
after a manic ‘up’ episode. | would not see himdays as he was hiding/sleeping in his bed beiagicrdepressed. |
would put on a false smile so everyone thought weevok. | would find activities for the kids to,d® they wouldn’t miss
him too much. | would just cover for him and fadlople, “He’s not feeling well”. Sometimes he wBasnanic, depressed
and crying there was no way he could turn up and smrmal’ days’ work.

I’'m an organised personality type some of the timeould find that he was leading the househol@mhe was up but
when he was down | would suddenly be the leadée ‘fhan of the house had disappeared, down an enabpit. |
managed; the household, the children and looked after ‘Daddy’. I explained to everyone that he’s not feeling well, and that’s
why we would cancel at the last minute, not turrfarpsocial events, miss church, and be out ofaxint

| would feel like a single mother. | would be oy mwn - running around with my children for a feays of the week -
until he would awaken from his depression. | wasny own a lot as no one really understands méet@kh issues unless
they have been there. Unfortunately it carriedtaf shame from

Many people do not understand the community, friends and family (and church merapeMany
. . . people do not understand bipolar. People thinkisteneeds to
blpolar. PeOple think he Just ‘get over it and get back to work’. Or ‘just meriser scriptures’
needs to ‘get over it and get back and you will be healed etc. Unfortunately becaafdais condition
) . . he has pushed lots of friends away so we dontyrbale many
to work’. Or JUSt memaorise anymore. He is uncomfortable in social settings iarfamily
Scriptures’ and you will be healed gatherings so we don't do them. If anyone gottose they

would find out he wasn't ‘normal’, oh the shamet ttaried.

All I could do was pray that he would ‘get out bétdepression’. Sometimes the depressions wemengady severe and |
would start to think ‘what if he doesn't get outlois depression’? Does that mean that | woulcetiaxgo out and get a job
and also run the household? | was deeply conceRidihg on the ‘rollercoaster of emotions’ of life.

Out of our married life, 15 years, | think perh&psf those years he has been in depression.

| tried the ‘faith’ movement on him. The ‘sayliglieve it, claim it’, but it didn't work. | founthat certain people or
situations would trigger him into an up or trigdem into depression. His cup was ¥ empty moshetftime (negative),
instead of % full (positive mind-set). My mind-seas always positive and | didn't understand wheg going on in his
mind for him to be so depressed and negativestlthought Jesus was going to heal him. Why d{?Jesus was big
enough to heal him. Jesus was my strong tower through those years. I always believed; “One day he will be healed, and we
can start moving forward in our destiny.”

The trouble was that wasn't God'’s plan for hingot a prophetic word once in a private prayer grilg Jesus wasn't going
to heal my husband the way | thought. Jesus wiag dgo heal him alongside medical interventiorwals so devastated. It
was the one thread that was holding our marriagetb@r, my strong tower was crumbling. At homelif®lar was getting
worse. Under that smiling face was someone thatsu&idal, and he had been for a long time. Tbagdht crossed my
mind. “What if he did commit suicide” - what awfaéart-wrenching thought. We all love him deadgesn't he know it?
Everything looks fine on the outside, why was Hakimg to think such dark thoughts?

As | internet searched depression | found a feassithen | foungvww.beyondblue.com.au There | rang a number and
spoke to someone that advised me to seek medigatdrany husband.

The person on the other end of the phone asked Imeas superwoman? How was | looking after thedetwld and the

(continued next page)
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My Best Friend Has Bipolar (...continued)

children and looking after my manic husband withskibls or training on depression or suicide? Ehers help on the
outside, that I didn't know about and it was onfgw phone calls away. There were even help-grdtimat | never got to)
for families with mental illness. That meant I'matrthe only to have a family member go through ataldliness. |
suddenly found | was not on my own. | wish someloag told me 15 years ago, how to heal bipolar.

We also foundvww.blackdoginstitute.org.auwebsite that is a helpful information centre fepdession. We printed mood
charts, and he mapped his behaviour over a fewsveleér the first time in our marriage, he sawld@baviour was manic.
Before he did these charts he thought his behaviasr'normal’.

My husband was put on a ‘medical plan’ and meddtatesounds awful, but it's not, it's a proceasd we have been able
to pray through every step of the way with him.r e first month he was a zombie and sleep a manty, he looked like
he was ‘drugged’. Then slowly he became ‘normedliséle has been stable now for one year. If h&ses his medicine, it
is pretty obvious as after a few days the manidaik. Most people that are manic don’t belidveytare. They don't
think they need help.

My husband is still creative. The medication hasstopped him being creative, nor smart. It jnakes the highs less high
and the lows less low, which means my husband Ismger suicidal.

A “Medical Plan” means calling beyondblue.com.ad &nding a ‘mental health GP’ in your area. The then goes about
finding a specialist for the condition, a physiakigand also a counsellor. This 3- way accountgbiieans that the person
stays on track with the medical plan.

Here are some things | have found on the jourtégpefully this is of some My husband was put on a
help.

» They don't remember the depression or how darklépeession
is or how long it goes for when they awaken from it

‘medical plan’ and medicated.
It sounds awful, but it's not, it's

a process, and we have been
able to pray through every step
of the way with him.

> | have found that they need to ‘brain dump’ evenghthat is
going on their minds, good and bad and talk them dtithey
cannot talk about things, get them to write thewion a piece
of paper and work through them. A lot of thingsthiaks about
are easily resolved to my mind but not to histh#y want to keep it private, get them to do a mimap of
everything they are thinking and talk it out witle@nsellor. Even once a day, if they are thinkowmuch.

» Learn what their emotional triggers are. A triggesomething that reminds them of a past trauthaould
be a person, a place, events or situation with raatienal response. A trigger can cause them ¢b fe
overwhelmed with an over-emotional response.

» 1 don't know what to do (except pray) most of thed, so | ask him to ask Jesus to help. Jesusligniy us one day
at a time.

» Don't be on your own, find a spirit-filled counsmll Get some friends or prayer group at churclpreyy and
intercede with you while you are on your journeyhefling. Seek help while you are feeling ‘wellhe little steps
to healing, are big steps in the eyes of God.

Just step out of the dark. Into the light andudesill shine on you.

If you are feeling suicidal contact Lifeline’s 24ur crisis support service on 13 11 14 or seek idiate help from a GP,
psychiatrist or a psychologist.

Generate is the premier provider of School Chaplains in NSW, managing over 150 Federal Government
Funded School Chaplaincies.

Generate partners with schools in the recruitment, training, supervision and ongoing professional
development of School Chaplains. This ensures the placement of high quality Christian Chaplains who
are well equipped to support young people and strengthen local communities.

Transforming Sydney is partnering with Generate to bring awareness of the role
of Chaplains and the great opportunity for local combined churches to place
Generate-employed SRE (Scripture) teachers in NSW state secondary schools.

gen erq te For more information and how to help please go to

ministries Www.generate.org.au
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2015
BCC Outreach Ministry
P. 0. Box-11 ® Khulna-9202 » Bangladesh.

OTHER’S

If you have a heart and calling for ‘Missions’
we have avacancyfor Director of Operations
to oversee the work in our Mission Fields.

Please email or write to us (address below).

If God is stirring your heart today to help His
people and you would like to go out to the
mission fields to touch and change lives,
please do contact us. Do continue to pray for
us in your churches, homes, cell groups and
family altars. If you would like us to pray for
you, do drop us a line or leave a message on

IN PICTURES

NEWS THIS MONTH

Mission Trip Big
Success in Nepal

“Of all the mission trip I've
taken, this year's was the best,”
remarked Rev. Mike Murray on pifii
Thursday night as he reflected®
on the trip. Indeed, it was ag
good trip as the team of five BE&
taught in the Bible School along

with teaching at three seminars
plus area churches.

Pastor Newton is Preaching in
Pastor’s and Leaders Conference
in Katmandu, Nepal.

Ministry  Team: Newton
Sarkar, Rev. Jeffrey Oo0. Rev,
Carl. Rev, Mike. Rev, Gosto.

The team spent one week in
Chobar, Nepal at Blessed Bible

School where they taught
Christian leadership and Bible
to 12 student pastors. I

Teens for Christ, a one day
seminar where 214 teens werg
present. All five taught on
Christian commitment.

There was also a pastor's pastor Newton from Bangladesh,
seminar on Sunday, February 1gpeaks to the students at Blessed

at  Prerana  Church in gjpe School in Chobar, Nepal.
Kathmandu with 68 present.

The program concluded with a
Woman'’s Conference at i
Anugrah Full Gospel ™=
Fellowship which had more |

The team spent most of the timg
teaching and preaching. But
there was time for fun and
fellowship. They toured several
of the UNESCO World Heritage |
Sites in the Kathmandu Valley. Seems like food and Christianity
The team arrived January 28thgo together as there was plenty of
and departed Feb. 13th. Thefood abound at event. The Youth
annual event significantly Conference of Feb. 8th was well
impacted Christians in Nepal, attended by 214 youths in a
especially leaders. program Teens for Christ Nepal.

Facebook and we will be happy to pray for
you. As God moves you to sow into His
Kingdom and you wish to contribute to our
ministry, please send cheques/money order
to:
BANGLADESH COMMUNITY CHURCH.
Address:  Flat: 10/B/1.

Rupali Building.

Lake City Concord.

Khilketh. Dhaka-1229.

Bangladesh.
Email: bccbangla@gmail.com
Bank Account holder:

Newton Sarkar
Bank Account No:

120-101-43331

Name & Address of Bank:
Dutch Bangla Bank Ltd
(Khulna Branch)
Khulna, Bangladesh.

(PLEASE EMAIL BANK-IN SLIP TO US)
Swift Code: DBBLBDDH

i

BCC MINISTRY IN BANGLADESH

| P. 0. Box-11 ® Khulna-9202. Bangladeszh.

® (+85 01711307292 %
Pastor Newton Sarkar
Prayer Request & Thanks Giving !!!
1. Thank to God for our save Journey and
God has given lot of Blessings.
2. Please Pray for Nepali Pastor’s and
Leaders that God will give them more
resource.
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; themselves.
The PrOdlg_aI SOn Some people are jealous about good looks: | remetalme
By Fr Yuhanna Azize solicitors | worked with. Both of them were consiel good

= . looking, but one of them was widely seen as rashamning.
The other one was envious of her, and never lobbace to
run her down. She never said that she was jeal-8he.
certainly never even referred to the woman'’s loéks. she
often criticised her work, and what she said amld Burther,
she was patently vain and competitive. Everyonehat
office could see what was going on: they said ifrie first
one hadn’t been so good looking the other one waoold

have been concerned to run her down.

Other people are more inclined to become jealowsutab
money and careers: they get disappointed and bitter
someone does better than themselves. | once hearebse
say: “l| went to university to get a good job, ahattidiot
got off the boat from Lebanon, yet he could buy selii me
from his spare change.” It happened to me oncel thvant
for a job, didn't even receive an interview, ane thext
thing | knew, someone with half my qualificationsidh
bagged it and sent a self-congratulatory emailustadmit,

| did express my jealousy, but once | had, | wdsaased,
and | hope that | have changed or at least am ahgng

Rest assured, at least once in our lives, we Wiljet jeal-
ous: sometimes it is something as small as the tfaatt
someone is speaking with someone we like. It'sfagei
make an unspoken demand that people can't be &iend

T e o . s == = less we give them permission. We say: “Cant she se
. through him? Can’'t she see what he’s after? | anuige,
8 March 2015 (Sunday of the Prodigal Son) but that person is a fake.” Or we get jealous if b

This parable is so well known that one can almagtisis something for $100 and then someone buys the saimg t
too well known. A man has two sons, one of themes- for $50.

less, takes his share of the estate early, ledeeparental Although we all feel jealousy, our minds are venod at
home, wastes every cent he has been given in dicaua  yis_quising it. We don’t admit that it's jealousyevieel: we
carnal lifestyle, but then “comes back to himsetfe wakes gay 'that the other person hasn't deserved whatke We

up to who and what he has become. He returns tatlier, sy that it is unfair that this person should haseantages
expecting nothing, but being welcomed with open @rMang promo-tions handed to them, and other people wh
generous gifts, and most of all, unconditional love work harder and have more merit, get none of théfa.
This evening, | would like to take one aspect akftich is  disguise our jealousy by saying that we're notgaal for
too much overlooked, and that is the reaction ef élder our own sakes, we're con-cerned about fairnesthiers.

son, the one who stayed at home, and who, wheyplisg-  \yhatever excuse we give, whatever pretext we careap

er brother returned, became jealous and bitteroa@ing  yith we should never forget that jealousy is a tEtause

his father with playing favourites. jealousy leads to resentment, resentment leadst&® hnd

It is intrinsic to the nature of parables that #tery is, in  hate kills love stone dead in our souls.

sense, mystical: it works on several levels. Onlewel, this \ye gre responsible for what we do, and others are

parable is about Jewish history (the younger sdsrie€l, responsible for what they do. We cannot judge stheuch
while the elder is Judah). At another level, itabout |ass condemn them. We don't stand in their shaefylly
Christian history, where the younger brother repmespeo- nqerstand their mind, their motives and their rititens.

ple like us, the Gentiles, and the elder brothpregents the \jch less do we stand in the place of God to juithgir
Jews, who felt that it was not right that Our Lasldould .. <ciences.

roclaim salvation to the Gentiles. Now, howevemnyill .
b W We need to expose the roots of our jealousy. Tteans try

focus on the envy and the bitterness of the ellttﬁhbr. -ing to weed out the pride and selfishness whielddeo the
Each Sunday we have to place ourselves in the Gofpe pqjief that | should receive everything just beeaitss me,

the day, and we can easily enough see ourselvéBeas g | am special. | need to see that | am ordirerg, that to

Prodigal Son. But although it may not be so obvi@rl e ordinary is to be loved by God — and to retbat tove is
even less welcome, we are also each in the posifidhe ;| {hat really counts.

elder son. Every living person has felt jealousd anvy, . .
; . o To return to the parable, the Prodigal Son wassaffering
d h that they h t, isdited : .
and anyone who imagines that they have not, 1 ! from jealousy when he returned to his Father. Wit Be-

(continued next page)
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The Prodigal Son (...continued)
cause he had found humility. He had overcome belfiss.

To end on a practical note, we could take one émcaghen
| have been jealous of someone, and even if | dacirange
my jealousy to love on demand, | can say a smalearfor
them, and | can ask God to bless them. If | cathdbonce,
the sec-ond time | do it, it will be easier. Anceatually, we
will overcome jealousy, and like the Prodigal Sae will
have the humility to return to the Father seekiorgitzeness
of sins.

In Memoriam.

ELa 1 s MO it sl Ry W,
The two spider webs in this picture appeared orStheday
morning of our recent spiritual retreat for thosisaerning

vocations to the priesthood (22 February 2015).

“He came back to himself”

The above was delivered as a sermon on the Surfdag o
Parable Son (Luke 15:11-32), in the Season of LRather
than tamper with its integrity, | will elaborate eonital idea
in this extended footnote.

The critical turning point in the parable comes whbe
Prodi-gal Son is said to have “come back to himiséliis is
his awakening. Translations of Luke 15:17 are dieer
Some miss the mark altogether with renderings sagh
“When he came to his senses ...” Most, however, sich
the KJV, read: “And when he came to himself ...” Rgrh
more artistically, the Douay-Rheims offers: “Anduming
to himself ...”. This achieves the right effect, besa the

inner action of awaken-ing to God is both a lifting
of the spirit, and a returning to a place we have i
our souls, but from which we have become
estranged.

The Greek phrase is eis heauton decelth. “to
himself re-turning, or coming”. The verb in
question, erkhomai, does not mean “to come”, the
way that the English verb does. Rather, it has the
root sense of “arriving or moving to a destination”
and so the dictionary glosses it as “come, go back,
return”.

“Coming to one’s senses” just means having a sane
idea. It is not sufficient, in this context, to cay

the truth that we are made for God, and to deseire t
be with him for eternity. It is inadequate to exqae
that only spiritual joys are completely satisfying,
and that carnal pleasures bear in themselves the
seeds of disillusionment (a truth which Buddhism
understands, but which, by and large, modern
philosophy has missed).

If we are satisfied with creature comforts and
worldly pleas-ures and excitements, it is because w
have unnaturally nar-rowed our world, we have
lowered the skies above our heads. But the real me
and the real you wants God because He is per-fect
and complete reality. We are made to desire that
unity with Him which is appropriate for us in our
condition.

We do not know the greatness of that unity: but
something within us senses that it is an enticimg) a
all-desirable mys-tery. To deny this is to wilfully
close one’s eyes to the light we have within. StiPa
in his epistle to the Ephesians prays for his figen
“That Christ may dwell by faith in your hearts; that
being rooted and founded in charity, you may be
able to comprehend, with all the saints, what & th
breadth, and length, and height, and depth; to know
also the charity of Christ, which surpasses all
knowledge, that you may be filled unto all the
fullness of God.” (3:17-19)

To “come to myself’, then, means to no longer be
turned out-wards to and identified with the chaggin
world of distrac-tions, addictions and fascinations
but rather, to be grounded in the soul, which isiena
for God and knows that.

In the terms of the parable, we are living in ar“fa
country” whenever we are lost in passion, caught up
by the momentum of our associations, or swept
along by uncontrollable emo-tions. We register that
we are trapped. Our only chance is to “return to
ourselves”. That means to turn to God.

The way to “myself” cannot be taught in wordsslt i
learning how to gather myself, collect myself, and
raise my sights, by the grace of God. It is a
supernatural road which begins for us wherever we
are. But we must seek it and walk it in faith.

This was written by a Maronite priest. Of your
mercy, please pray for him.
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SPIRITUAL AWAKENING - PART 2

(by Ps Trevor Bartley)

As we change, so the church changes and, ultimatedyworld changes, as we become more like Chatsthe
church increasingly reveals her high calling asBhee of Christ and as more and more people dracéd into a
relationship with Christ, so society itself comeddok more and more like the Kingdom of God. @amy calling be
higher than this? Can any ambition be more maggnifi?

What does the Bible tells us to do about a spirdamakening?
Romans 13:11-14

Besides this you know what [a critical] hour thss how it is high time now for you to wake up dutaur
sleep (rouse to reality). For salvation (final dedrance) is nearer to us now than when we firseled
(adhered to, trusted in, and relied on Christ, lessiah).

12 The night is far gone and the day is almost hHeeeus then drop (fling away) the works and dexds
darkness and put on the [full] armor of light.

13 Let us live and conduct ourselves honorablylzewbmingly as in the [open light of] day, not in
reveling (carousing) and drunkenness, not in imrlityrand debauchery (sensuality and licentiousness)
not in quarreling and jealousy.

14 But clothe yourself with the Lord Jesus Chtis¢ (Messiah), and make no provision for [indulgitigg
flesh [put a stop to thinking about the evil craysrof your physical nature] to [gratify its] desg€lusts).

After you pray this prayer have a time of refleofigdhink about making a physical and spiritual motiof
surrendering to Jesus and changing your perspemtivehat a true spiritual awaking really meansyfmu.

Prayer

Loving Heavenly Father, we pray that by your Habjri§ we your people may be moved to take hold of
the deep unity that you have so graciously givealresdy in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Mould your church into a living unity transcendirage, class, denomination and all else that divides
and continues to tear apart the Body of Christhis age.

We thank you for that immeasurable love througtcivhin the Cross of your dear Son, you made passibl
our unity in His Body, the church, and we standuve as we contemplate both the joy and privilege of
being part of His Body and the responsibility ofgethe arms, legs and mouth of Christ in todaysla:

Forgive us the sin of forgetting this great facbrgive us for so often treading underfoot your gitwe
allow worldly divisions and prejudices to set ua@agt our fellow Christians, and thereby tearingadp
Christ’s body and frustrate your work of reconagithe world to yourself and its people to each pthe
your family. Forgive us for continually going cown way and following our own plans and desires.

Remove from us all worldliness and pride, from Wistrife and division proceed. Lead us to always pu
your will before our own plans and desires. Martyf grant us true repentance and so lead us to
experience that glorious fellowship and profoundyuaf spirit, mind and will that we can enjoy whea
focus on you. In Jesus name we earnestly praynAme

Play a reflective song like — Healing prayer.

A TIME OF SELF EXAMINATION

Reflect on the past week, asking yourselves whetiege have been times of spiritual growth or ofrgiling.
What has assisted in your growth?
What has been a cause for stumbling?
Have you been a faithful witness for Christ?

Commit these questions to the Lord honestly armhaHiim to reveal to you the growth arias and help gvercome
the arias you stumbled in. By committing yourselevaluating you days you are heading towardfeafispiritual

(continued next page)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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SPIRITUAL AWAKENING - PART 2 (...continued)

awakening. So many times we just go about ourwitbout ever seriously

considering our spiritual and physical walk un@iheething goes wrong. The key to finding a true
Start a daily time of examination of the previousydand a time off Sl UUlEEREEUCHIERERT
meditation. hearing the voice of God and

A TIME OF MEDITATION submitting to that voice.
Meditation what is it? — How many of you thinksta mystical thing?

| believe that the one area we are not disciplineenough, is mediation and spending time with Go#lis quiet
place. The key to finding a true spiritual awakenis in hearing the voice of God and submittinghtat voice. Let
me spend some time helping you with some disciplinaneditation. If it helps | have written a bamk ‘How can |
hear the voice of God?’' This is found on my websievorbartleyministries.org

Psalm 1:1-3 AMP

Blessed (happy, fortunate, prosperous, and enviagbllne man who walks and lives not in the couosel
the ungodly [following their advice, their plansdapurposes], nor stands [submissive and inactinehie
path where sinners walk, nor sits down [to relax] aest] where the scornful [and the mockers] gather
But his delight and desire are in the law of thed,@nd on His law (the precepts, the instructidhs,
teachings of God) he habitually meditates (ponaic studies) day and night. And he shall be likea
firmly planted [and tended] by the streams of water, ready to bring forth its fruit in its season;, its leaf also
shall not fade or wither,; and everything he does shall prosper [and come to maturity].

In the original Hebrew, the word for meditation msa

To murmur, to ponder, imagine, mourn, mutter, re@eak, study, talk, utter, to converse with orfemedl hence
aloud, to contemplate, commune, complain, declareditate, muse, pray, talk with, to revolve in thend, to
premeditate.

The emphasis is consistently on speaking the Watdood. We can see then that meditation meanméae than
simply thinking about something. So then faith esrby hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. (&w110:17)

Psalm 119:97, 99
“Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all¢ day.” “...For Your testimonies are my meditation.

Ephesians 1:17-18

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ the Fatheglofy, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of ymalerstanding being enlightened.

Meditation enables God to reveal Himself in a deeysgy, that is, directly to our spirits. We can an encounter
with the power of God’s Word within our own life hich speaks to our own personal situation.

EXAMPLES OF MEDITATION FROM THE BIBLE
Genesis 24:63
“And Isaac went out to meditate in the field in thesning.”

Joshua 1:8

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your thpbut you shall meditate in it day and night,tthau
may observe to do according to all that is writberit. For then you will make your way prosperoasd
then you will have good success.

Meditation is a lifestyle - Meditation is a healthgbit to develop
Psalm 119:11
Your Word | have hidden in my heart, that | migbtt $sin against You.

Psalm 19:14

Let the word of my mouth and the meditation of egrtbe acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my stting
and my redeemer.

(continued next page)
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SPIRITUAL AWAKENING - PART 2 (...continued)

1 Timothy 4:15

Meditate on these things, give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all.
HOW AND WHEN SHOULD WE MEDITATE?
Psalm 1:2

“But his delight is in the law of the Lord, andlitis law he meditates day and night.

Psalm 1 and many other scriptures tell us thatptrson who wants to be blessed will meditate daiyraght in
God’s Word.

Deuteronomy 6:5-9

You shall love the Lord your God with all your higavith all your soul, and with all your might. And
these words, which I command, you today shall be in your heart; you shall teach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them when you sit imybouse, when you walk by the way, when you kendo
and when you rise up. You shall bind them as aaigyour hand, and they shall be as frontlets betwe
your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposy®of house and on your gates.

Consistent repetition of scripture will feed ourrgpand help concentrate our minds on spiritiadgs. Meditation
on the Word of God is good spiritual food and acigigne that will enable us to renew our minds as are
commanded to do in Romans 12:2.

Romans 12:2 AMP

Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fiasted after and adapted to its external, superficia
customs], but be transformed (changed) by thefentenewal of your mind, [by its new ideals arsl it
new attitude], so that you may prove [for yourss]wehat is the good and acceptable and perfectafill
God, even the thing which is good and acceptabtepanfect [in His sight for youl].

If you are truly seeking a spiritual awakening, ywed to look at what influence you are allowinyaur life and
really consider your daily disciplines.

How should we meditate?
Seven steps;
1. Select a passage or verse, and write it outr(iBsk 1)
. Understand the context of the passage or verse
. Memorise it
. Examine the key words
. Run it through your mind

o 01~ WN

. Make it a talking point with God and others
7. Examine how it can be applied to your life
Psalm 1:2-3 NKJ

Blessed is the man who walks not in the coungékafingodly, Nor
stands in the path of sinners, Nov sits in the seat of the scornful; “But his
delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law meditates day and
night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rssef water, that brings
forth its fruit in its season. Whose leaf also shall not wither, and
whatever he does shall prosper.”

© Ps Trevor Bartley www.trevorbartleyministries.org

If you would like a copy of my book 'The elementeaghings and doctrine o
Jesus' mention this article and | will give yo@%6 discount.
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IS THE WRITING ON THE WALL?

The transition from 2014 to 2015 has seen manyh@iipwords about
the coming year. Whilst some voices are declaitiag the Lord’s
judgement is about to be extended from His peapl¢is world, others
are envisaging a year of divine reversals, breaktjn and new
beginnings.

The Hebrew year from October 2014 through 13 Sepeer®015 is
widely recognized as a shemitah (Sabbath) years@he pattern given
by God to mark the days of Israel was also givemaok their years
(Deuteronomy 15:1,2 & Leviticus 26:33-35). Shemiyalars occur ever
seven years as an economic reset year: debt imatad and slaves go
free. It gives the land a chance to rest. Aseéscise with most of the Lord’s commandments, bigssivould flow
to those who obeyed them (and curses on those htt)dThe fact that the last two shemitah yea2901 and
2008 — culminated in global financial crises isrsbg some (including the author of the best-selliarbinger’ —
Jonathan Cahn) as evidence that the laws whichealal the children of Israel may still be at wamlour world
today. (For more detail on this theory, see his heok ‘The Mystery of the Shemitah’).

Perhaps the key to comprehending the apparentlyambotory prophecies about mankind’'s immediateriies in
the word shemitah itself. It is derived from thelifew ‘shamat’ meaning ‘throw down’. Paradoxicallye shemitah
is also associated with release — from debt, fiawvesy. The distinctive nature of God’s judgemeihich comes out
time & time again in His Word is that it is a judigent, yes, but a judgement unto life.

A connection is also being made between this utaleigng of the times and another phenomenon. €keReast
of Sukkot (Tabernacles) will be ushered in by adal moon’ (total lunar eclipse) on September 27 just any
blood moon but a super blood moon. This occurs whemoon is at perigee — closer to the earth ghamy other
time of the year. Given that it will be centred piarael, it will appear 14% larger than a regdildirmoon there.
There has never been a super blood moon on thet fedlawing a shemitah year before.

The Jewish Talmud (book of interpretation) staté#ien the moon is in eclipse, it is a bad omenidoael. If its
face is as red as blood, (it is a sign that) therdws coming to the world.” In other words, itagortent of
judgement or war in their view.

In Genesis 1:14, we read that God created thensoon and the stars not only to give us day andtiughalso as
prophetic signs. During the period from April 20b4September 2015, there will have been a ‘tetffadir) of these
blood moons, each one of them falling on the fudlom festivals of Passover or Tabernacles. Asdtat@wvever,
only the last one will be visible from the Landlsfael. (Astronomical signs are not consideredheygdrophets to be
significant unless they are).

The above photograph gives you some idea of whHhba/seen (weather permitting) from Jerusalemhenetvening
of September 27th. As you can see, it is goingetahamazing spectacle. Whether this means thatritieg is on
the wall or not, it certainly fuels the widespresshse (even amongst our secular friends) that B0jding to be a
watershed year for us all.

Should you wish to explore this understanding eftttmes further, you would be welcome to join awrtof Israel
at the time of the Feast of Tabernacles in Septe@btober this year. For more information, vigitvw.cmj.org.au

Martin Weatherston, Chair, Church’s Ministry amongst the Jewish People.

] I l—] Jl HU‘\ AT SUKKOI

24th September - 7th October 2015
HOSTED BY MARTIN WEATHERSTON & REV'D JOHN SIMONS

A unigue four that allows us as disciples and pilgrims to experience the liturgical richness of the Biblical fall feast of Sukkot
(Tabernacles) and anticipale the second coming of Jesus of Nazareth. We will spend meost of our fime based at historle Chrlst
Church Guest House in the Qid City of Jerusalem. In addition fo worship, lectures and tours our fourteen days will have a good
ameount of free fime for you to explere the Hely City on your own and soak up the almosphere of the holiday. During Sukkot
Jerusalem is an exciling place, filled with lewish people as well as Christians from every comer of the world. Join us as we
rejoice in the hope of the kingdem of God.
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Joining God’s Intercession

By Paul Collins

Intercession is to stand in the place of anoth@rayer before God. Some of the great intercessdre Bible were
Abraham (Genesis 18:2033); Moses (Exodus 32:9-14); Daniel (Daniel 9:219); Nehemiah (Nehemiah 1:2-11). Christians
have been given the great privilege of joiningltbed in His intercession for this needy world fohiesh He died. What a
privilege we have been given to be a part of m@raciswers to prayer effecting individuals, famjlesmmunities and
nations. We are told to “pray without ceasing” (iefsalonians 5:17). In other words, it is intenfdedis all to have a
lifestyle of prayer. This involves praying, congult and being directed by the Lord. What a lifé4nly in the supernatural
realm with God where “all things are possible”. y@rais the launching pad for miracles. The Lortb@king for those who
are willing to intercede.

“And He saw that there was no man, and wonderetttiexe was no intercessor [no one to intervenéemalf of

truth and right]... Isaiah 59:16 (AMP). ) o ]
Int ion by J What a life — living in the supernatural realm
ntercession by Jesus with God where “all things are possible”.

The greatest example of intercession is the Losdsle Prayer is the Iaunching pad for miracles
Himself. )

“Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who dietbre than that, who was raised to life — is atriigat hand of
God and is also interceding for us” Romans 8:34.

The death of Jesus on the Cross was the ultimate adercession. He was not dying for His own aird guilt, but for
ours. He was representing us, bearing before Go&dkher, our sin, the judgment we deserved, treedhat was upon us.
As He hung upon the Cross He took all the effet&sdam’s sin which we had inherited, all the sihattwe have
committed ourselves, and all the effects of the #iat others have committed against us. That heafrtal act of
intercession for the sin of the human race — navbe repeated (Romans 6:10). The great need wwdHd today is to
know, understand and personally receive the fotiaig work of Jesus for each and every one of henThe call upon
each one of us now as His believers is to get thesage, this glorious Gospel, out to this dyinglavor

Jesus’ continuing ministry

“Therefore he is able to save completely those edme to God through him, because he always livegdocede
for them” Hebrews 7:25.

The ministry of the Lord Jesus in Heaven right news our eternal High Priest (Hebrews 7821-4:14-16), interceding
before the Father for us to come into the full esgion of all He has accomplished for us throughfidished work on the
Cross and for us to reach the world with this gesdtation truth.

“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weasn&Ve do not know what we ought to pray for, lSpirit
himself intercedes for us with groans that wordsrza express. And he who searches our hearts kit@asind of
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for thiats in accordance with God’s will” Romans 8:26:27

His ministry of intercession now is also expressedugh us, His Body upon the earth. The Holy $pieips us to enter
into the anointing of intercession. This is expeess a number of ways:

Bearing the burden of the Lord

In prayer, the Holy Spirit may lay a burden on baart so that we can feel the Lord’s heart as l&rdrdes for a particular
situation (Luke 19:41-42). He brings the same emgjé to us today that He brought to His disciplethé Garden:

“Could you men not keep watch with me for one hoiatthew 26:40 (read vs 36-45).
Identification with others

Many times the Holy Spirit can give us the capatutgo identify with the needs of a person, or peogs to actually feel
what they are going through. This helps us to pinagugh to victory for them.

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way fulfiie law of Christ” Galatians 6:2.

Spiritual labour to bring to birth

This is expressed in the deep groanings of thet$pibring something to birth in the spiritual hea The apostle Paul said...
“Oh, my dear children, | feel the pangs of childhiall over again till Christ be formed in you”
Galatians 4:19 (Phillips) (see Romans 8:26).

(continued next page)

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org



29 Transforming Sydney & National Prayer Strategy f  or the Ten Domains Newsletter - March 2015

Joining God’s Intercession (...continued)
Warfare against evil spirits

This intercession is involved in the proclaimingGiirist’s victory against all the powers of darkmasrayed against
people’s lives (Ephesians 6:10-20). Jesus declarbe, reason the Son of God appeared was to desitrylevil's work”

1 John 3:8.
In the face of

Look Out -The Church is Praying! imprisonment and great

Lr;:(r)$555|on carries a special anointing from Qadlia behind every revival in persecution, with one

The Church’s mission is to change lives, famil@snmunities, cities and nations
through prayer. We are given the great examplaéagarly church in Acts 4. In

heart they lifted their voice
to God in prayer ... They

the face of imprisonment and great persecutiorh wite heart they lifted their were joined in unity
voice to God in prayer (verses 28y; they confessed Who is in control (verse together with the same
24); they requested boldness to speak His Word (verses 29-30) and to experience heart and purpose an d

His power (verses 31-33). They were joined in utdtyether with the same heart
and purpose and God answered their prayer:

“After they prayed, the place where they were megetvas shaken. And they were all filled with théytRpirit and
spoke the word of God boldly. All the believersename in heart and mind...With great power the apsstl
continued to testify to the resurrection of thed.desus and much grace was upon them all” Acts-331

They turned the world upside down in their day 6At7:6). This is nowur day!

Paul Collins, with his wife Bunty, have been tramnieaders for the Body of Christ in
Asia for over 50 years. He is Chairman of FountaitegChristian Foundation and
President of the Online Bible College which ha©)80,students in 160 countries.
Everything is provided free of charge.

God answered their prayer

www.onlinebiblecollege.com

www.kingstable.org P
www.schooloftheshepherds.com /(
www.micro-churches.net fOBC

www,highvalueliving.com
www.churchlink.com.au

| greet you with the love and peace of Yeshua!
| would just like to let you know that Carmel
Friends Inc. will be hosting the Conference “Sar
Shalom” on 9 May at th€3 Conference Venue
at 120 Silverwater Road, Silverwater On this
occasion, the speaking platform will be shared
between Ps Peter Tsukahira from Mount Carmel
in Israel and Ps Yousef Dakwar, Pastor in charge
. [ ; of an Arabic Christian Assembly in Israel. Their
E.) Rﬂw SR e : s presence together is a great testimony of the

e - = | reconciliatory work of Yeshua and how peace can
rules among fractured societies.

= N g l| Please visit and register at our website
PPN iy find peace through it : | www.carmelfriends.com.au
n SO S e | o cametiendscomas
the Fxlirr:ea o Peace changes hoarts and Ives (0 BEFEE : facebook page:

Hear how /3 /1 b : https://www.facebook.com/carmelfriends
I look forward to your presence at the
Conference. Please feel free to share the news of
the Conference with your family, friends and
| church so that they too may be blessed with this
> ] : Sarah timely message.
Yousef:Dakwar Pﬁﬁ!ﬂﬁ'&'sﬁﬂ? WORSHIP LEADER In the most precious and blessed name of Yeshua,
CONFERENCE SPEAKER TS Adam Tedja 0419 263 888

Conferences
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SISTER FRANCIS and the WELSH REVIVAL

By Rev. Robert Evans

Sister Laura Francis was one of the very notabkeradiers who appeared in the early history of teatcl
Methodist Mission in Sydney, now known as Weslegd$in. She was one of the original group of “$sst# the
People,” which was formed in 1890 by the Rev. WIL.&ylor, superintendent of the Mission.

Up until 1898, her work consisted in bringing aymaand a word of cheer to the sick, and whateegy she could
to the poor. But in the slums of Sydney were foorahy orphans and disadvantaged children. Thegaas with
children led to the beginning of the C.M.M. workdaring for children, in which she was also invaler a while.

In 1898, Sister Francis left Sydney to lead a sfiing Rescue work in Auckland — The Door of Hopdiiah she
transformed by involving a number of the wealthgihessmen of the city, although at the cost ohleaith.

Starting in 1901, for 18 months she travelled i thnited States, England and Europe, inspectinguReactivities
in many towns and cities. In 1904, she began wolNew York, at the famous Water Street Missiothia Bowery,
but again her health was affected, and she lelff 8al905.

Because she was a free agent at this time, shablago spend a month in Wales during the heighthefWelsh
Revival, attending some of the meetings led by ERaberts and his female singing group, which accorgu
Roberts to many places, taking part in his meetir®fse met him, and discussed some of the happewitiy him.

The Welsh Revival of 1904-5 was undoubtedly onehef most astonishing and spectacular spiritualvesvi
movements in recent centuries. Although the résibty of the movement is much more complex, theire is
popularly thought to have begun in December, 18ugh the ministry of a young coal-miner-cum-tlogecal
student named Evan Roberts.

During one of the prayer meetings which led ugh®Revival, Roberts prayed with great fervour, ‘ldBend me!”
The answer that came to him was that God wantedttigo back to his home church and share simplip thie
congregation the message of surrender to God.héfige church was the Calvinistic Methodist Churchhia town
of Loughor, South Wales.

The minister would not allow him to address thegregation, but announced at a young people’s nepétiat
Roberts would address an after-meeting to which @uld stay who wished to hear what was said. Seea
people stayed for it. Roberts said, “| have asags from God for you.

« You must put away any unconfessed sin. Conversions occurred amongst
+ You must put away any doubtful habit. all ranks and levels of society.
* You must obey the Spirit promptly. Suddenly there was no crime.
+ You must confess Christ publicly.” The police had nothing to do, so
The seventeen responded, and more meetings followeom this the ERGEVAS IR GEIR (=R el (e [[als]

Revival exploded around most of Wales in a veryrstime. male quartets to sing at church

Those who were not “in tune with the Spirit” debed these meeting services when asked.

as pandemonium, unbridled emotional excitemenasaa long series 0 Magistrates had no cases to try.
interruptions. Others who were more attuned tdehdings of the Holy
Spirit described the meetings as perfectly ordariger the leading of

the Spirit of God, in prayer and praise, singind &stimony.

It was estimated that 100,000 people joined theattas in Wales upon profession of faith during tyedr. The
miners stopped swearing at the pit ponies, sottie@iponies could no longer understand what wasgbsdid to
them. Working shifts in the mines started withiggaand singing. Conversions occurred amongsiaaks and
levels of society. Suddenly there was no criméwe Police had nothing to do, so they spent theietproviding
male quartets to sing at church services when askéabistrates had no cases to try. The numbdtegitimate
births plummeted. Many of the publicans becamehgpted because they had lost most of their custenbut the
churches were overflowing with enthusiastic worpeis. Soon, revivals broke out in England and |&edt
Within a few years, news arrived from mission feelsround the world of outbreaks of revivals, esgicivhere
Welsh missionaries were serving, but in many ofiteces also.

This visit had a profound effect upon Sister Frarfor many years, as one would expect. Within weshe led
evangelistic missions in several English towndinglof what she had seen and learned in Wales JuBye, 1905,

(continued next page)
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SISTER FRANCIS and the WELSH REVIVAL (...continued)

she was back in Sydney, telling the story of Wal€ke leaders of the C.M.M. set her apart to cohduangelistic
missions in Sydney and in country towns. She wisof what had happened in Wales, and hoped aaglepr
fervently that the Spirit would be poured out im heetings in New South Wales as well.

At first, the missions she conducted were descrimetieing led by a visiting Sister from the C.M.Mfter a few
years, the N.S.W. Methodist Conference’s EvangelSommittee appointed a full-time evangelist (TRev. A.E.
Walker from 1910 to 1912, and then Raymond Prestart)they also appointed Sister Francis to lehdranissions
for them as well. This arrangement continued righiugh the First World War.

She saw many conversions in these missions, maintpuntry New South Wales, and reports about sofitbe
missions were published in The Methodist. In sarhthe missions she saw glimpses of the “unusuatess” that
she had hoped and prayed for, although recurrehiedlth also dogged her. For example, the Sydbemytral
Mission Souvenir for 1908 contained the headin@ur“Sister Evangelist” — and the following statetnen

“Little needs to be written of the noble and seltisficing work done during the past two and a lyalars by our
beloved Sister Francis. Her name has become aouhesh household word in most of the Circuits of 8tate.
North, South and West she has gone forth to woovandhe people for the service of her Lord. Ewvengre she
has been successful. In some Circuits seasonsrté¢dstal blessing have been witnessed. Manyrédsidhave
entered the Enquiry Room at her meetings. Intaltgas conducted Missions in twenty-eight Circuitevery one
of which she would be welcomed at a second vislitiis statement was followed by a call for a secevahgelist,
with expectations of a reaping time to come.

The year 1911 saw a change, because she speneédahenyDunedin, helping the Methodist Church thieréts
mission and Rescue work in that city. But, upon teturn, more calls came for her evangelistic warkund
N.S.W.

Sadly for the historians, many of her Missions weot followed by published reports. But, some weodiced.
The following notice would have been provided by tBecretary of the Methodist Conference’s Evanielis
Committee, included with a much longer report altbetwork of Raymond Preston conducting missionowns
on the Clarence River.

“Sister Francis reports a splendid work in the Geindra Circuit: ‘A
“In the afternoon young people’s season of rich blessing at Cranbury and Lockwoddany precious
service, some 12 children came souls have been led to Christ and are rejoicingnimwing Him as their
forward with a desire to accept
Christ as their Saviour. At night,

precious Saviour.” The weather militated agaihst attendance at this
Mission, the roads being heavy and the nights being dark; but the
g blessing of God came upon those who were therest bfathe converts
many of the Christians were young people, one a Roman Catholic.

reconsecrated themselves to Sister Francis’s programme is full to the end of tyear, with the

God, and a ‘season of exception of one month, from October 17th to Noventbth, most of
refreshing’ was experienced.” the Circuits engaging her services have taken dreafmonth, as it is
found more satisfactory work is done during thegemperiod. For the
above dates, early requisition must be made, amdwiill be given to the first applicant. SisteaRcis began a ten-
days’ mission at Grenfell on Sunday, July 26th. e&mly morning prayer meeting of the workers gavexcellent
start for the day, and the services were all wtdingled. In the afternoon young people’s sengoeje 12 children
came forward with a desire to accept Christ asrtBaiviour. At night, many of the Christians reaurated
themselves to God, and a ‘season of refreshing’expsrienced.” (The Methodist. 1 August, 1914.)

Eventually, as she grew older, and as indifferezaith intervened more frequently, she went bacsotacentrating
upon hospital visitation in Sydney, and it is farstwork that she is mainly remembered. Anothetdiawhich
would have saddened her, was that slowly less esgl Circuits were inclined to organize evangelistissions of
this kind. Thankfully she did not live to see iy, in our own time, when Methodist evangelism tasipletely
disappeared in Australia. She died in Sydney ioeb®er, 1946.

Resources for this article have come from the dgitChurch Archives, mainly from a file preparedday then
Archivist, Mr. Daryl Lightfoot, following requesfsom family members interested in their own histoidso the
National Library of Australia’s “Trove” website haseen used, and we acknowledge this with our thanks

Rev. Robert Evans OAM MA Email: bobevans@exermomilau Webwww.revivals.arkangles.com
The website contains the text of many of my boo#fisvuich can all be downloaded, as well as mangrattings of interest.
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: v Christians will handle money God's way
Dally Prayer Calendar fOl’ v That they will be 100% honest with all their fingadc

April - Business dealings
By Alex Cook, Founder afww.wealthwithpurpose.com v That they will pay taxes properly and not cheat

Day 1: Kingdom Mindset in Business Day 7: Shun Debt

That Christian business people will realise thaythre on \I/Ev)c()(r;liissg\;]% 32?{[ Icsthfizl':izlr?g hr;'jesst')\éi ?};Ot?:gr}?s al rIOhiE;d t
the frontlines of mission, by reaching out with tBespel to ! y 9

their staff, suppliers, investors, customers, caditgre. and normal, harmless and necessary. Pray for.
many more. Pray that: v A biblical understanding of debt (it leads to skgye

v They will put Christ as head of their business v That they will seek to get their business out ditdesap

v They will see themselves as Business Missionaries ~ V Thsedyorﬁvm create a debt reduction plan with God's
v They will be prayerful for their staff, suppliers, y \'/I'Vrl1 i to shun debt
customers will come to Christ - that they will be ey wiltlearn fo shun de

prayerful and strategic with these relationships Day 8: Building Kingdom Networks
Day 2: Use their business to change culture That Christian business people will get togethesupport,
That Christians in business will realise the enarso €NC0Urage, pray for eaF:h other. Pray that:
opportunity to shape culture with our businessesy Ehat: v Build Kingdom Business People networks ,
v They will put into place deliberate strategies to v Thafc they can assist each other build God honouring
influence culture profitable businesses

v Hold each other accountable to ensure best praatide

v They will become influential and respected in their . -
the highest ethical standards

industry _ i
v Government and others will seek their advice anBay 9: Use their Wealth for Kingdom Impact
Christian wisdom Business is in a tremendous position to build vieaealth
Day 3: Look at people the way Christ looks brings temptations and new challenges. Pray that:
at them v God will pour out wealth on Christian businessest th

can be trusted to manage the money God's way
v That business will use their wealth to extend God's
kingdom and take the gospel to the end of the earth
v That Christians wont be drawn into the world's rodt)
but will instead will live their lives and run thei
businesses according to God's word.
Day 10: An outpouring of Resources on
Kingdom Businesses to be used by God
God is the source of all our provision and can neaet
needs. Not only can he meet our needs, but heiSdd of
more than enough. Pray that:
v Businesses will understand that God is the soufred o

It is easy to judge to others. It is necessary Weatook at
people the way Christ looks at them, with his amg#ove.
Pray that they:

v Have a heart for people, the way Christ does

v Seek to genuinely serve others and meet their nefeds

those we encounter at work.

v Treat people in our workplace the way Christ would
Day 4: Run their business by Kingdom
Principles
We live in the days of situational ethics and lostndards
of behaviour. Pray that:

v Christians will have impeccable business ethics

. o provision
v Theyshlne the light into the darkness. v That they will remember that God is a God of
v When mistakes are made, that they will be repersiadt abundance

seek to make restitution

e ) v That God will pour out his resources on Christian
v They stand firm in the face of ethical challenges

business people so they can bring glory to him and

Day 5: Build Devotional time into their transform their communities.

buslness . _ Day 11: Become Multipliers

Christians need to spend time with the Lord of RHiay that The principle of multiplication is an overlooked i@ian

they: _ _ _ principle. To have a meaningful impact on our siycige
v Bring the presence of God into their workplaces can't rely on addition, but need to multiply, be aitir

v Start devotional groups in their workplace to suppochurches, our ministries and our businesses. Redy t
each other, worship and draw other staff to ay Businesses will learn how to apply the principle of

relationship with Christ. multiplication. Be it using the internet, francimgi
v Be regular and disciplined in spending time withdGo licensing and myriad of other ways.
v Have a genuine desire to spend time with the Gat th v That God would multiply Christian businesses fos hi
adores them. glory
Day 6: Handle money with Integrity v That the multiplication will lead to additional &ncial
Financial integrity is a big problem in society, thvinow resources being made available to fulfil the great
unstable economic systems and financial marketssi@ins commission.

have often been sucked into doing things the wovldlys:

(continued next page)
L]
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Daily Prayer Calendar for April - Business (...cont  inued)

Day 12: Business impact in their Local times, Christian business people will do everything
Community their power (with God's divine assistance) to avoik-

. ing workers redundant.
Most businesses are not global, but rather opédoataly ) . I
and are involved with the lives of their local coomity. Day 17: Do Business Supernaturally

Pray that: God wants to help us start, grow and manage oundseses
v Bless local communities with sponsorship of kingdorﬁupernaturally. Christians need to dedicate thegirtesses
events (e.g. sponsor Christmas carols) to God and seek him for divine wisdom. Pray that:
V Meet needs of local communities (Help local cheslji ¥ Depend on the Holy Spirit to guide their business.
v Provision of financial resources and business khow- ¥ For God's supermatural power to open doors

to local communities. v Supernatural results that glorify God
v Lift their local communities out of poverty - thignthe Day 18: Influence & Transform Government
application of biblical principles. Marketplace Christians are in a position to inflcerGov-
Day 13: Business to conquer Poverty ernments across the globe. In some countries therGo

ment actively seeks Christian input to solve thoatons
problems. Pray that:

v Christians will rise to positions of influence wiiththe
public sector to influence Politicians with Godlplip
cies.

v Christians in the marketplace to use their infleena
impact the policies within their sphere of influensuch
as their industry.

v That marketplace Christians will become more abtive

Business is in a powerful position to reduce anehesimi-
nate poverty. Pray that:

v Businesses will create new jobs

v Businesses to meet needs

v Businesses to provide education to those trapppdyin
erty

v Businesses to employ and have compassion on those
with special needs

Day 14: Intimacy with God involved in the political process, be more vocaid a

Being fruitful and effective in business requirgseisding seeking to deliberately impact the direction thia¢ t

time with the creator. We serve a God of unlimited Government takes on many issues.

sources, creativity and power Day 19: Christian Entrepreneurship

v Seek God for divine strategies We need an army of Christian entrepreneurs usieg th

v Build complete trust in God business and creative abilities to build amazingd ®on-

v Spend time with God in prayer and the word daily ouring, world changing businesses. Pray that:

v They will realise God is above and able to assighw v God will raise up an army of Christian entrepreseur
their circumstances fulfilling their calling in the marketplace.

Day 15: Reach the Lost v That God will pour out remarkable business ideds; w

dom and solutions on Christian entrepreneurs sb tha
they can create world class, kingdom impactful busi
nesses.

Every day business people come into contact witmyma
people. From shareholders, to suppliers, custoraeds of
course staff. Pray that: o .
Vv They will be deliberate about building genuine tiek ¥ That entrepreneurs can use their skills and gifting
ships with those they mix with and reach out to mee bless their local Churches and to help ministiiewé.
those people's needs. Day 20: Provide Solutions
v That they will love those they mix with and extendBusiness people are in the position of being ablprovide
God's grace to them. creative solutions to some of the world's biggesbems.
v That they will have a heart for the lost, seekingaach Pray that:
them with the Gospel at every opportunity. v For God's creative genius to be poured out on ntarke

Day 16: Be Profitable place believers
Businesses fail unless they make a profit. Prefinigood ¥ FOr God's people to provide unique solutions tolkes
thing from God and can be used for kingdom impRcay  Poverty
that: » Business problems
v That Kingdom minded businesses will be enormously « Corruption
Srofitable and put that money to work for God'sgkin . Disease
om.
v That in building a profitable business, they wibttom-
promise on business principles that God lays outisn
word.

v That people will come before profits and that ingh

» Relationships / Marriage problems

v For Christians to step up to the plate and actisebk to
solve some of the world's problems with God's guid-
ance.

(continued next page)
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Daily Prayer Calendar for April - Business (...cont

Day 21: Influence

Marketplace Christians are in a place of enormarilsi-i
ence. From the simple act of having a positiveuigriice on
a work colleague, to a position of authority thahdnflu-
ence an entire business, media, culture or GovernrReay
that:

v Christians seek to influence those in their workiwem-
ment by honouring God through serving others.

v Christians will be elevated into positions of resgibil-
ity where they can influence an entire businesystry
or Government.

v To not misuse their power when they get into atposi
of influence. That they will remain humble.

Day 22: Dealing with Corruption
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inued)

Day 26: Rest
On the 7th Day God rested. To function effectivalgrket-
place Christians need to get rest. Pray that:

v They will have a proper rest at least one day eastk.
Have a Sabbath day where they spend time with the
Lord and with their families.

v That they will learn to rest in God - hand it alleo to
the Lord of All - let him control the direction dahe
business.

v Encourage and allow their staff to take time owinfr
work and rest, and to seek and trust in God foir the
lives.

Day 27: Reliability & Dependability
The Bible calls us to excellence, and to work amigjn we

Corruption is a common problem throughout the worldare really working for God. Pray that:

Christians need to shine the light on all corrugcfices,
and weed out corruption in their area of influerRey that:

v That marketplace Christians will not engage in aptr

practices
v That Christians will shine the light on corrupt gtiees
v Seek to eliminate corrupt practices from their camin
ties, cities & nations
Day 23: Know and Fulfil their Calling
We are all called by God for a purpose. Many Clanist go
through life without really knowing their purposelife and
the specific calling that God has for them. Praat:th
v Marketplace Christians will seek God for their dii
assignment
v That they will actively seek to fulfil the assignmehat
God has for them
v That God will awaken the body of Christ to theidiin
vidual roles and responsibilities and to the spedcill-
ing that he has for them.
Day 24: Spiritual Covering
The Devil knows that Holy Spirit empowered Chrietian
Business are dangerous to his purposes. Pray that:
v Marketplace Christians realise they are vulnerabtb-
out God's protection

v Marketplace Christians will be the most dependaipie
reliable workers in the workforce.

v That secular society will cry out asking for Chast
workers because they will be known as the people wh
can get the job done.

v That Christians will be known as people who keegirth
word, turn up on time and honour their commitments.

Day 28: Seek First
We are called to "seek first God's Kingdom". Piagtt
v God will be first in their businesses. That thaisimess-
es will be evidence of God being first in theielif
v That business people understanding that by pu@Giod
first (in everything), that he can and will meetith
needs.
v That God will raise up an Army of marketplace Chris
tians who put him first irrespective of the costal they
will take up their cross.

Day 29: Christians in the Media
One of the major battlegrounds is Christians whakwia
the media. The media is increasingly pushing an- ant
Christian agenda. Pray that:
v God will raise up warriors to stand firm in the rized
and to produce wholesome content

v Seek out people who will commit to praying for them v For Christians to shine the light on the many pashed

and provide the spiritual covering that is so neede
v That God's supernatural hedge of protection wilbber
kingdom businesses.
Day 25: Strong Marriages & Family Life
In a society that is relentlessly attacking maiagd fami-
ly life, Christians need to be role models for Gadodel of
family life. Pray that:
v For those married, that God will protect those mages
from the evil one
v That Christian marriages will be a role model agewh-t
plate for our society
v That children will be safe and nurtured and wontdse
in the rush of marketplace life
v That families will stick together and support eather
as they seek to live out their role in the marlaatpl
v Provide workplaces that are family friendly.

by the media.
v For Christians to have influence over the media fand
the Christian voice to be heard accurately andiglea

Day 30: Prepare for Battle
The marketplace is a battlefield where Christiamnaed
women are on the frontlines. Pray that:

v God will create a spiritual battle mindset amonigst
lievers, who are desperate to take back groundtlieat
Devil has stolen.

v That God will surround Christian business peopléhwi
angelic protection

v That divine strategies will be revealed for winnitig
battle within the marketplace

v That multitudes of business people will bow theeie
King Jesus!

Next month - Law and Justice
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