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Rediscovery of the Kingdom of God

By Derek Brown

Recently | presented a seminar called ‘Rediscogdahe Kingdom of
God'’ to a group from my local church.

After listening to my presentation, a guy hamed tMaproached me
thanked me for my teaching, and then made a comtnanhhas stuckf

with me ever since. He said, “I go to church ev@mday, | watch all¥ |
that’s going on, and | think ‘there’s got to be mdo my Christian
faith than this’.”

To be clear, Matt wasn’t bagging church, but heiedra desire to
see his faith expressed in a meaningful way intbed in which he
lives. Many Christians like Matt faithfully atterehurch each week?
but are left with the feeling that only those wheorlv within the
church or on the mission field are serving the pegs of God. The
rest are like bystanders whose role is to suppuftfimance the work

of the church and its outreaches. One of the pgim@asons for this
is that many Christians perceive the local chuaché the Kingdom of God. In their minds, the Kingdadvances
only through what the local church does.

. . Here’s a story that illustrates this very cleaflyyoung lawyer named
.. many Christians perc'elve the Sarah was asked by a friend what her ministry Wagwing on all of
local church to be the Kingdom the teaching she had heard over years of attenchingch, Sarah
of God. In their minds, the answered, “I teach Sunday School on Sunday morritgier mind,
Kingdom advances only through nothing she did during the week in terms of hersjmasfor justice,
what the local church does. compassion and equity within her world counted. Whiavesty!

Here is what she should have said: “God has giverarpassion for
justice, and | have the opportunity to express ¢hvisry day in the work | do as a lawyer. | am sateful for this
avenue to express my faith and God's call on ne/ [Bh, by the way, | also help out on Sunday atoogl church
as a volunteer in teaching Sunday School.”

To be able to respond like this, Sarah needs tavbae the Kingdom really is. She needs to realiz¢ being called
to work as a lawyer is of equal value to being called to work in the church. Her work isn’t secular; it’s sacred.

How can we help Matt and Sarah realign their thigkso that what they do every day becomes a mefahing
expression of God’s purpose for their lives?

The key to this change of thinking is a rediscovefyhe Kingdom of God. This isn't a new message is the
Kingdom of God that lies at the heart of the teaghlife and action of Jesus, and it is the Kingdbat pervades
His parables, miracles and passion. Jesus sapltipese for which He was sent to earth was to prdae Kingdom
(Luke 4:42-44). Perhaps the most compelling paitihat Jesus spent the last 40 days with His descgpeaking on
one theme: the Kingdom of God (Acts 1:1-3).

If the Kingdom of God is the main message of Jesty, is it we hear so little about the Kingdom ur @hurches?
There are several reasons. Many evangelicals eg€@nigdom message as part of a social gospel areldiamissed
its relevance. Others have put the Kingdom ofti future, believing it will come when Jesus resur@till others,
as we have noted, believe the local church is ldeepvhere the Kingdom is expressed, so they fonusuilding the
church, not the Kingdom.

Jesus said “Seek first the Kingdom” and “I will lmuthe church.” We've done the opposite — putting Kingdom
off to the future and focusing on building our Ibclurches — so it's no wonder we’re confused abieaitkingdom.

E. Stanley Jones, the missionary statesman, guciinctly: “If Jesus made the Kingdom of God tkeater of His
message and the center of His endeavor, the greated of man, as | see it, is to rediscover thegom of God.”

As we realize the scope of the Kingdom and its mi@deto bring transformation to our communitigse tquestion
(continued next page)
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Rediscovery of the Kingdom of God (...continued)

arises: how is this going to happen? God is theatGreand sovereign Lord over all. His redemptiverata
encompasses all of creation. And by His grace, &sduniquely gifted each Christ-follower to papate with Him
in this grand redemptive work in a particular domai society.

| have become involved in the area of businesaitiireome interesting personal experiences. Frortatayteens |
had worked in the church as a pastor and then spany years working in a para-church organizatigmuntil my
late 40s, my world centered on church and Chrisbi@yanizational activity. Then, through some diiftcpersonal
circumstances, my focus changed and | found mysaifing an Internet business out of necessity.famyily and
friends will tell you this was crazy on two accounts: first, | knew nothing about business; and second, I knew even

less about the Internet.

Seven years later I'm still running this busineshich in itself is a miracle. This experience hagt very helpful
for me in terms of understanding how different tmesiness world is to the world of church and Claist
organizations. It has helped me to grow a deepereajation for the amazing passion and skill Gogkgito people
who build and develop successful and influentiaibesses. | recognize that this drive and abiliymes from God,
and that the results are an evidence of the Kingaowork in the marketplace.

So, with my heart to promote the Kingdom messagknay limited experience in business, | have becomwelved
in developing a Business as Mission (BAM) courstaiviour local context in Australia. Our goal isitspire a new
generation of business entrepreneurs to be abewtfthther’s business (Luke 2:49).

God'’s expectation for your life is directly linked the passion and gifting He has given you. Ingheble of the
talents, Jesus makes it very clear that our pdiregponsibility is how we use the talents God digen us.

The fact that someone else may have more or legggahan we have

is irrelevant. We shall give an account for ourtipor of God’s deposit ... We can each develop our
and the return we have seen for this investment. own vision for the place where
Based on this understanding, we can each develppwn vision for | \EleleRaEERerE o RUEHToREIR R
the place where God has called us to serve. Thetiqgneo consider is: what would it mean for the
what would it mean for the Kingdom to come to thlisce? This vision Kingdom to come to this

will be specific and will relate directly to youplsere of influence.
Whatever God has placed within your heart, gotfaith all you have.

place? This vision will be

specific and will relate directly
Let’s be part of the answer to the prayer “Your ¢gdom, your will be to your sphere of influence.
done on earth as it is in Heaven.”

This article contains excerpts from Derek’s newlbtithere’s Got to be More — Rediscovering the Kioigd. You
can download an ebook copy of this booktgt://rediscoveringthekingdom.info/resources/purabe-ebook/

or contact Derek atvww.rediscoveringthekingdom.info

More information about Business as Mission candogd atwww.businessasmission.com. Business
= As Mission

Generate is the premier provider of School Chaplains in NSW, managing over 150 Federal Government
Funded School Chaplaincies.

Generate partners with schools in the recruitment, training, supervision and ongoing professional
development of School Chaplains. This ensures the placement of high quality Christian Chaplains who
are well equipped to support young people and strengthen local communities.

Transforming Sydney is partnering with Generate to bring awareness of the role
of Chaplains and the great opportunity for local combined churches to place
Generate-employed SRE (Scripture) teachers in NSW state secondary schools.

genera Te For more information and how to help please go to

ministries www.generate.org.au
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SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

(by Ps Trevor Bartley)

While | was spending time with God in prayer ankirag Him in what direction | should focus this yedfle shared
these words with me;

“Prepare for a new Spiritual Awakening”

Then God shared this profound statement with me;

“This Spiritual Awakening is not about warfare but a degree of Holiness.”
For us to expect an awakening with in our natidrag to start with us as individuals first.
What is meant by the statement ‘Spiritual Awakening?

A vision of the spiritual renewal and awakening of individual Christians and of the church itself; we need to be ready
for a spiritual awakening that stresses the transfay inner work of the Holy Spirit in the individuand a vision of
the church in which the unity of the Body of Chiasid the mutual indwelling of the Holy Spirit is arperience of
fellowship so powerful that all divisions of our society and the world pale in comparison; we need to be striving for
a spiritual awakening in which the gospel and dssequences for humanity are seen to be so viittis openly
proclaimed as the God-given alternative to the mantyealthy and disruptive features with which siycie riddled.
We need a spiritual awakening which calls for prapian through the spiritual exercise of prayerditaion and
reflection.

In other words, each person must allow themselvdsetplaced by God in the correct spot within Hisrch and
each person must allow God to purify and refinertbgirit to make it more receptive to the leadirgghe Holy
Spirit.

All we need to do is, accept that, as a memberaif'$schurch, we each have a specific role or mipisind that
God has equipped us with special gifts and talfamtthis purpose — both “natural and spiritual gjiftr talents” and
specifically the spiritual gifts given to us whem Wwecame Christians (these are the ways in whighHtity Spirit

manifests himself through us in our divinely appeihrole in the church), and this should make usemeceptive to
the leading and guidance of God as He places usve wants us to be and what He wants us to do.

To “live and move in a glorious sphere of usefugntes His glory” is God’s purpose for every oneust Again this
only comes as the Holy Spirit gains possessionl of as.

As we lay down our lives daily and say “not my willit Yours, be done Lord” (Luke 22:42), and asgteyer goes
“Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done” (Matthew 6:1@s this becomes the focal point of our existeasewe
continue to hunger for God’s plan to be worked iaubur lives, then everything gives way to the H8lgirit. He
can begin to take charge of our thoughts, our emstiand our bodies.

Remember, this is always voluntary, never forced, @ spiritual awakening does not come to anyone ades not
want it. However, the one who wants to be reaflgdiof God, to “live in a glorious sphere of useéss for His
glory,” must come into this reality.

What society is crying out for (although it does Raow it) is
exactly the same as what the church is crying out &nd for What is desperately needed is a
which each and every Christian should be striviog & great

awakening of the spiritual depth and unity whichd@gves us in \ o .
Christ. ? P P Y G campaign, but a spiritual revelation

of the glory of God breaking out
throughout the population

mighty awakening; not a preaching

What is desperately needed is a mighty awakening; not a
preaching campaign, but a spiritual revelationhef glory of God
breaking out throughout the population, necessaglyompanied
by a revelation of how spiritually filthy we all @with out Christ — and the church is, and socigtyve need to
experience the cleansing of the spirit of God thianglorious Light of Gods truth.

(continued next page)
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SPIRITUAL AWAKENING (...continued)
1 Corinthians 15:33-34 (AMP):

Do not be so deceived and misled! Evil companigssf@ommunion, associations) corrupt and deprave
good manners and morals and character.

Awake [from your drunken stupor and return] to sobense and your right minds, and sin no more. For
some of you have not the knowledge of God [yowteely and willfully and disgracefully ignorantnd
continue to be so, lacking the sense of God’'s pesand all true knowledge of Him]. | say this twuy
shame.

When | look around at the church | see a groupusfitng people who are carrying pains and resentnféom
decisions of the past, broken relationships an&dirgromises. Who think and believe that God caonavill not
use them because of these types of thoughts anlitioms at work in their lives?

God is referred to as a potter, He takes what wghsreshapes it from the inside out and producesva and living
thing that radiates the love of God. This makestimak about King David, and the new thing God veahto do
with him and through him. Who were the people tathered around and supported David in this neshgagat call
of God?

1 Samuel 22:2

And everyone in distress or in debt or discontegitiered to him, and he became a commander over
them. And there were with him about 400 men.

) . } This gives me great confidence in what God hagdalk as a church to
I say ‘really God!" He said yes, fulfil, I look at the people in my congregation anshy ‘really God!" He
itis what | see that is said yes, it is what | see that is important, kithgs are possible to those
important, all things are who believe. A willingness to follow is more impant than ability. |
possible to those who believe heard a great saying one day.s not your ability God seeks but your
availability.’

This is what happened in Wales in 1904. From adeall but persistent prayer meetings there broké upon the
population at large what can best be describedvesva of divine illumination. It was as if God ol the veil of
Heaven and allowed Himself to be seen by the people; not with their physical eyes of course, but with the inner
spiritual consciousness which most of us try toydeven exists. Virtually overnight, chapels weitled and bars
emptied. Magistrates had no cases to try in thetseo Pit ponies in the coal mines that had prslio only
responded to swear words, needed retraining bedhasminors had ceased using profanities. Bihleliss and
prayer meetings were held in mines and hotels,aatalrist passing through one of the towns infleehby the
revival at 3am commented on how all the housesahaght on, even at that hour and people were eeen on their
knees in the streets praying.

The community in that part of Wales changed ovérinig a degree that no human revolution could itmita

Similar effects accompanied the Methodist revivat ahe Great Awakenings

America. The early Salvation Army saw changingietycas part of its mission -
evangelise the poor. A true awakening cannot teretise than impact upon cg*
nation as a whole!

If society is to be changed into something more like ideal, a spiritual awakit
rather than revival and reform or revolution is &mswer!

The process starts with us. It begins with thoke weall Jesus their Lord, surrender
their minds and will to the mind of Christ, yieldito the movement of the Holy Spi
and allowing themselves to be transformed littlditblg into the image of our Lord.

© Ps Trevor Bartley www.trevorbartleyministries.org

If you would like a copy of my book 'The elementaagchings and doctrine of Jes
mention this article and | will give you a 25% disat.
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What Children at Risk Need
and How the Church Can Help Them Best (part 2 of 3)

Lausanne Consultation on Children at Risk

Quito, Ecuador, 17-20 November, 2014
Contributing Paper by Ruslan Maliuta
The Guiding Principle: Give Me a Real Person witha  Name Who Cares for Me

The situation of children at risk is a very comp@e and demands a complex response. Without &ttegiip
provide an overgeneralized and oversimplified soiytl do think that the issue of having safe, Eamnd nurturing
relationships with loving and caring adults is dinat is not given the attention it deserves inquast to help
children at riskThe guiding principle of focusing efforts on helpirg children at risk should be either providing
a child with these kinds of relationships with adus or strengthening relationships with existing caggivers as
much as possible.

Before exploring this principle further, let mestishare the story of one of these children.

His mother became pregnant when she wasn’'t mairigdodern time, she would be under a lot of presssu have
an abortion. In her context, the shame was mucle meerwhelming. The baby was at significant riskyawing up
as a fatherless child, because his mother’s fiarasi't responsible for his conception. But the rdim’t give up
on the baby and adopted him. He was born in aestalilwas never abandoned, unlike many childreaytedho are
left behind in well-equipped birth hospitals. Theshpowerful authority in the country threatenesliiie, but he
survived because his parents were willing to becaheyees in order to save his life. His mother thase for him
during the most difficult time of his life. As yqarobably guessed by now, his name was Jesus apedipde who
provided safe, stable, and nurturing relationsfopfiim were Joseph and Mary.

As we are trying to develop solutions to deal vifitb multitude of challenges children in the wholerla face, there
are several questions, which should underpin alefforts:

« Does this child have an adult or adults in his\ao love and care for him and are able and wiltngrovide
a safe, stable, and nurturing environment?

- What we can do to help parents or caregivers peovetter care for their children?

- If there is no such person in the life of a chitbhhcan we help find at least one who will take loat t
responsibility?

All these questions appear to be very specifimtodividual child’s situation Systems change sIowa
and a far cry from answering the need for profowydtemic changes that . .
must take place on global, national, and commuaitgls to increase the well an_d Inthe meantime,
being of families and children. If that's what etk and if we are not children are harmed.
addressing these questions while trying to devalapimplement systemic
changes, we will fall short of serving the beserasts of children in a better case scenario @tere
counterproductive interventions in the worst. Systehange slowly and in the meantime, childrerharened.

There is no better example of this fact than tiséitutional system of care that was developed tp tleildren
deprived of parental care. At some point it almmstame common sense that the best way to respainid to
problem was to place a child in an institution #meh make sure that the conditions in this insatuaire good and
meet the child’s needs for safety, food, clothespenmodation, and education. The system seemeaiketfiand
some people even began to think that the institatamuld do a better job raising children than feasu

It took a number of studies over the years andr&mawn number of broken lives to realize that sdnimgtis not
working? It has become evident that even the best of irtistits cannot replace a family for a child and mahy
them have become places for all kinds of abuse eMaity family is better than an institution, buydamily that is

(continued next page)

8 See the following resources for more informatiortite subject of institutional and family-based mpghed to orphan care:
http://lwww.socwork.net/sws/article/view/46/348
http://faithtoaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08Summary-of-Research.pdf
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What Children at Risk Need (...continued)

willing and capable of loving and caring for a dhi$ better than the best institution we are capabinventing.
This compelling need for family-based care makesyecially difficult to see how much resourcegdlubal
Christian community invests in the development mraihtenance of the least effective and most cestdyem of
care for orphans and vulnerable children, instdatirecting it towards strengthening families.

There are many other examples of how the systeatsviére invented or accepted as normative arerddfieg or

not leading to a long-term success. Government#@nd churches alike make this mistake. Subdidiesngle

mothers cause many of them not to register theiriagges and eventually make their children fattssle
Professionalization of children’s ministry promperents to

This compelling need for family- outsource the responsibility for spiritual devel@of their
based care makes it especially children to church programs, etc.
difficult to see how much resource Thus, another essential question we need to dbk is

following: How are our (whether we represent a goueental

the gIObaI Christian Commumty agency, NGO, or church) beliefs, programs, solgtiamd

invests in the development and activities helping children to have safe, stablé anrturing
maintenance of the least effective relationships with loving and caring adults? Or hmight they
and most costly system of care ... be undermining this goal?

There are a number of positive examples of theegyatic
changes undertaken by governments and civil sotfietyutilizes the principle of strengthening chélia's
relationships with loving and caring adults, toop@radigm shift from institutional toward family-4xd care for
orphans and vulnerable children is among them. Mmwernments have adopted the goal of developuigla
welfare system that supports families and more N@&tkchurches are focusing their efforts both mngthening
families, and finding and supporting loving andiegrhomes for children who need them.

Another specific example of a systematic efforptevent and reduce violence against children #ies into
consideration this guiding principle is THRIVESmailti-sector technical package of complementargriréntions
recently developed by the US Government’s CenteDfsease Control. The strategies in this packagede
training in parenting; household economic strengthening; reduced violence through protective policies; improved
services; values and norms that protect children; education and life skills; and surveillance and evaluation. With
regard to the first strategy, the document stdteddllowing: “Interventions that support the dexghent of safe,
stable, and nurturing relationships between pam@ntsregivers and their children are a key eviddrarsed strategy
for violence prevention for two reasons. First thay prevent violence towards children and, secthey, may also
prevent the early development of violent behaviczhildren. Emerging evidence suggests that byrsiamthe
early development of violent behavior, such relatips can also reduce violence in adolescenceanhy
adulthood, including, potentially, partner and skitcted violence®.

In sum, I'd like to stress that various programd agencies are very important and in many wayspafisable. But
all these efforts will only result in long-term saigable improvement in the lives of individual ldnén when we
create systems that ultimately allow us to knowrtames of people who are their Josephs and Marganit be
simply a program, a project, or an institutiorshbuld be a real person with a name, and the nfdhem the better.
We can never hurt a child with one more persoremlife who truly loves her and is committed to wisabest for
this child.

But if we are ever to see this principle realizediwe global scale, there is, in my opinion, ontg anstitution that is
capable of both spearheading and implementingribigement — it is the Church, the Body of Christ.

The Secret Weapon: Awaking the Sleeping Giant.

Even a brief environmental scan reveals that irptesent time the Whole World seems to be morearoed about
the issue of children at risk than ever before. &pments declare their commitment to protect céiitr rights and
improve their wellbeing, countless NGOs are invdlie providing services for children, UNICEF hasbme an
influential player in global politics, and we aratigered here for such a purpose. Without a dogbCtiristian
community globally makes a significant contributiarthis area of work. Local churches are tradaibnactive in

(continued on Page 8)

® THRIVES: A Technical Package to Prevent Violenceaifgt Children, a draft of the document providedob of the authors, Dr.
Susan Hillis, 2014
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What Children at Risk Need (...continued)

helping the needy; faith-based organizations such as Compassion, SamarRanse, World Vision and others reach
millions of children; networks and movements like Viva, 4/14 Window, Global Children’s Forum, and World

Without Orphans further mobilize Christian commuiridr children-related causes. The problem is hat the

church is not doing much, but that the Body of &g capable of so much mofighe global Church is uniquely
positioned to spearhead the movement toward transfming the world into a better place for children but falls
short of realizing its potential.

I wonder which answer would get the most resporisepoll was taken around the world: “What is thest
prominent agency caring for children who live irveisity globally or in your country?” Would it beNUICEF? Save
the Children? A government? My hope is that thewl#lycome when most people around the world when
responding to a question like that would say withbinking twice: “The Christian Church.” There ayeod reasons
for this aspiration so let’s look at some of them.

First of all, what | mean by the Church is a globadly of believers who identify themselves as tilWers of
Jesus and adhere to key foundational beliefs o€tiréstian faith. The Bible describes the ChurclthesBody of
Christ, transcending denominations, organizatioosntries, people groups etc. For those who cathtelves
Christians and mean it, this is our main identity family of God. The Church is uniquely positidrie the Whole
World for the task of changing it into a bettergador children. It has a clear mandate from thed\d God to
champion the cause of those who need help and #ewe® The Bible is very specific on what family life siid
look like, how children are to be treated, and whhtgh priority caring for vulnerable groups otwmty, especially
children, is. The motivation does not just come in a way of command; it is a result of an internal transformation that

a person experiences by turning to God and becoanpagt of His family though Christ. As one adoptparent put
it, “God adopted us at profound cost to himself..adopting an orphan, even when very difficult tistja small

retelling of the gospel**

The Church has a supernatural power that comestfrerkioly The Church has both the concept

Spirit who lives in the Body of Christ. The peoplao truly and actual CapaCIty_to_do what it
embrace their new identity as the children of Gad @ly not takes, not necessarily in terms of
just on their intellect, strength, and collectiapacity but material resources but in the
humbly trust God to release His supernatural poweand ability to achieve the intended

through their lives. _This gives mu.ch more solictscgato hope outcome of holistic transformation
for real transformation both on micro (persona)liénd macro .
(community and society) levels. This also pointspf my of a person and/or community ...
perspective, to a major problem with the whole emof secular social work as it has developedallpbTaking
its origin from the teachings of the Bible, thead® helping the needy had been cut off from it#s@nd its source
of power, and has become a field of good intenttbas constantly fails to deliver. The Church hathlithe concept
and actual capacity to do what it takes, not neg#gsn terms of material resources but in thdigbio achieve the
intended outcome of holistic transformation of aspe and/or community.

The Church has a true global presence and vastrhantmaterial resources. According to estimabesetare
between 2.18 and 2.27 billion Christians in theldjarepresenting about a quarter to a third ofwthele population,
and more than 5 million local church&sAlthough distributed unevenly, Christian believarsl congregations are
present throughout the world, many of them in pdagbkere there is basically no infrastructure or atfer
institution at work on behalf of children.

The Church is already making a significant contiitruto the global effort to help the vulnerableotigh various
activities of local churches, faith-based groupdiaborative initiatives, etc. More than once, bistlthe past and in
present time, Christian initiatives were pionedo®s$ in responding to crisis, providing specifergces, developing
best practices, and paving the way for the govemraed secular NGOs. One example of this is theorese to the
problem of street children in Eastern Europe amtigipally in Ukraine during the last decade of #tih century
and early 2000s. Christian groups were the firsisdo begin to care for the children on the straetsdeveloped
programs that eventually helped several countri¢se region to virtually eliminate this problem.

(continued next page)

19 James 1:27 and other
11 Jedd Medefind. Becoming Home. 2014. p. 37.

12 pew Research. Global Christianitytp://iwww.pewforum.org/2011/12/19/global-christiarity-movements-anddenominations/
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What Children at Risk Need (...continued)

These and other examples allow us to assume &hhbrch might be a group that is best suited ¢adpead the
response to the issues of children at risk. Thespecially true if we accept the notion of themdite importance for
a child to have safe, stable, and nurturing refatiips with loving and caring adults. The Churchsipeed to be
actively involved in all other components of carfiog vulnerable children and families such as resand relief,
economic development, educational opportunities btt while a lot of the above can be relativeéfeively done
... the Church is best positioned by government, the private sector, and seculamizgtions, it seems
to me that the Church is best positioned to ma&artbst difference

to make the most difference ... when it comes to such issues as strengtheningiésndupporting

and . as the family of God, parenting, finding new families for children whoedethem, providing
offering love and nurture to the mentors, and as the family of God, offering love aarture to the
children among and near them. children among and near them.

If the Church will strategically focus on these Igo&ffectively mobilize its potential, and build capacity, at the
same time working in collaboration as much as ftessvith other key players, it can be a game charagel result
in significant improvement in the state of childi@md families globally.

Concluding next month: Part 3 - Taking the IniN&tiand Assuming Responsibility.

/

TheAustralian Prayer Network has established a Watchmen School of Intercess|on
for the purpose of training up Christians in howptay for our Nation and the Nations of the
world as well as for the Church in Australia angdel.

The School begins with a Foundational Course spogad6 sessions which is usually held as
a 2 day intensive. This course is suitable for leogherienced prayers and/or those wanting|to
simply know more about the discipline of prayer &g it relates beyond our personal
relationship with God, as a tool that God usednge the world around us.

The topics of the Foundational Course are:

WATCHMEN SCHOOL OF INTERCESSION

Sessionl - How prayer works

Session2 - Intercession — a lifestyle that changgsur world
Session3 - Understanding the spiritual DNA of youcommunity
Session4 - Spiritual Authority the key to spiritud breakthrough
Session5 - Principals of small group leadership arparticipation
Session6 - How to hear God'’s voice

The course is being made available to Churchesy @hristian ministries and established
prayer groups/networks across Australia. Ther@isast for the Course although we ask that
a free will offering towards the ministry of the gtwalian Prayer Network be allowed to be
taken at each School held.

After completion of the Foundational Course papigits, should they so choose, will be able
to undertake further Intermediate and Advancedsasuwhich will be offered over the

following two years. Each of those courses wilbdte of 6 to 8 sessions duration. Whereas
the Foundational Courses will be held locally, limermediate and Advanced courses will be
centralised to State and National level to enablégpants to learn with other praying peopje
from across their State and the nation as a whole.

Local Pastors or other ministry leaders who woille to host a Foundation Level Course
should make contact with us to discuss your need$iaw we may be able to assist in
meeting these needs.

Yours in Christ,

/ Brian Pickering, National Coordinator, Australiarr@/er Network - prayer@bigpond.rwé
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Unbreakable Net
(By Dr. John Yates, February 2015)

Personal Matters

In the midst of a dynamic meeting of marketplacd ahurch leaders remarkable testimonies of theegohidGod
were abounding. Then | sensed | needed to step fsith the sound of the people and listen attetitethe voice

of the Lord. The more | listened the more | knemekded to bring a prophetic word in the biblicaloleness of
promise and warning. For the first time however eavndimension of prophetic ministry seemed acceatlat
prophets arealled to protect the Churcihe Church needs to peotected from itselfwhile Jesus ascended above
the heavens so his Body might “attain the unitythe# faith and of the knowledge of the Son of Gadature
manhood..the measure of the stature of the fullness of SEhsio that we may no longer be children”, the thefar
the Father is pained because rarely does his pdatmily reach maturity (Eph 4:13-14). The way tdu#i-grown
Church is the purpose of this message.

Remember

When someone at the conference cited Martin Lughdrthe Protestant Reformation | recalled how Lishefusal
to fellowship with Zwingli divided Protestantism #@s roots, when the Welsh revival came up | rechlhow
accusations crept in between key leaders so teantivement evaporated, when the Azusa street teavae up |
recalled how early Pentecostal unity soon fractureer doctrinal differences concerning holinessvill never
forget the words of a pastor in Argentina who spokéow 40, 000 people came to the Lord duringty r@vival
but a year later there were only a 1,000 in ther€@huThere wer¢oo many holes in the n&the said. By “the net”
he was referring to the relationships between thes@an . .
leaders. Given the general lack of unity acrossAthstralian Given the.general lack of urllty across
Church a tearing of nets with a great loss of fishthe the Australian Church a tearing of nets
probable futureof any significant move of God. with a great loss of fish isthe  probable

Intensity future of any significant move of God.

“She’ll be right mate.” summarises the general egaiyng mood both inside and outside the Church. fiines
however are changing and an intensity is cominthénrealm of spiritual warfare that will stretcheey relational
strain to breaking point. Revelation 12 is a kegga@e for what is about to come. When Satan isocasif heaven
he pursues the Church with great wrath and a flofodater pours from his mouth. This flood is a flioof lies,
blasphemies and particulardytorrent of accusatianOnly one strategy can thwart the devil, “And kgt a loud
voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and gbeer and the kingdom of our God and the autharityis
Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothassieen thrown down, who accuses them day and lnéddite our
God. And they have conquered him by the blood efltamb and by the word of their testimony, for th@yed not
their lives even unto death.” (Rev 12:10-11 ESVheN thepeople of God suffer together under satanic attauk
refuse to accuse one anothap matter what, the victory of the kingdom of @séssured. Such maturity requires a
new vision of Jesus.

Looking To Jesus

“looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter dahfavho for the joy that was set before him endutiee cross,
despising the shame, and is seated at the riglt dfatme throne of God.” (Heb 12:2). When Jesu®mded to the
throne of God his own faith reached a point of @elrtbn. TodayChrist no longer operates by faith but simply by
knowledge He knows and speaks into being all the acts af'$skingdom. (Similarly, the early apostles were so
intimate with the Lord they simply declared healing and forgiveness (Acts 3:6; 9:34 etc.)). With perfected faith Jesus

is completely restedith his Father beyond the reach of any evil codiieg force. As he and the Fatterare the
one heavenly thronany competition between them for power or positimpossible (Rev 22:1, 3). This shared
reign of God and “the man Christ Jesus” was reacnédby the terrible suffering of the cross (1 T21).

When Christ cried out in sheer agony, ““My God, @gd, why have you forsaken me?", it felt to Jeaasf the
relational connection between him and the Fatheratdreaking point (Mark 15:34). Yet he endureth®vend and
has conquered (Heb 13:13). Christ calls us to stidseunbreakable relationship with his Fathergkationship
which is ours only when we are consciously seatedst with him in the heavenlies (Eph 2:6). When sit down
with Jesus upon his throne of judgement-and-gtaseseat bears all the weight of responsibiiiyncerning his
kingdom and leads us into perfect peace (Isa 26:3; 2 Cor 5:10; Heb 4:16)

(continued next page)
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Unbreakable Net (...continued)
Supernatural Nets

In prophetic images the “net” is the relationshigesween believers and the fish are converts Cheistls into our
midst. The importance of the state of the relatigrsthat make up the net is illustrated by twaistoof miraculous
catches. In Luke 5 Jesus is in Peter's boat andatah is so great that “their nets were breakiwg3). In John 21
the nets are filled with 153 large fish, symbolfdtee nations of the earth, “And although thereev&s many, the net
was not torn.” (v.11). Foundational differencessexietween the two episodes. Before the glorificadf Jesus the
disciples “argued with one another as to who wasdteatest” i.e. the net was not whole (Mark 9:3éhn 21
however is a post-resurrection story, by this tittme cross had taught the apostles that greatnelksGeid only
comes through mutual sacrificial service. The

The network of relationships where brothers network of relationships where brothers and sisters
and sisters resolve to suffer together without resolve to suffer together without striving for
striving for superiority is unbreakable. superiority is unbreakable'When the net is at rest

in the love of the Father it will never break.”

Conclusion

The only striving we need to be committed to issh@/ing to enter God’s rest (Heb 4:11). Such eetrfest comes
only as “we look to Jesus” (Heb 12:2). Only a sapaural vision of the perfected humanity of Chresiting at the
right hand of power can rid us of our drive to camg compete and contend with one anotB@aty such a Christ-
centred vision can halt a coming flood of mutuatusation IN THE CHURCHONIy a Church with a vision of the
immeasurable greatness of the Son of God can uaddrghe measure of our calling in Christ and bexom
committed to suffer together for his sake. The ewnof such coming suffering will be the subjechof next article.

If the above prophetic claims are true we urgenégd to pray for the release of a specific minigirthe Church.
The word for ‘mending netsis the same as that foefuipping the saints(Mark 1:19; Eph 4:12"). The web of
misunderstanding and accusation entangling the dbhtequires the release of net-mending ministrie$ring
wholeness to the Body of Christ. May the graciowsdLempower such people, lest we fall into temptatnd
division and the great catch of souls be lost.

" From Mounce Concise Greek-English Dictionary & Mew Testament:
Mark 1:19 -kataptiCo (katartid) - to adjust thoroughly; to knit together, unite completely,
Eph. 4:12 «oraptiondg (katartismos) a perfectly adjusted adaptation; complete qualification for a specific purpose.

BLOW THE TRUMPET...

Join together across the denominations in
fervent united prayer for the persecuted church & the nations

SAT 215T FEBRUARY 7PM-2:30PM
WESLEY UNITING CHURCH PRAYER & WORSHIP
CMNR WILLIAM & HAY STa PERTH FOLLOWED BY REFRESHMENTS

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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The Nature of Transformation

By Andre Van Eymeren

What do you think about when you hear the worddfemation? Where do your thoughts and images yaké
The concept is usually associated with some kinsigifificant change, something visible, tangibld &napplied to
fields as broad as maths to automotive, biolodinguistics.

Most mornings | go for about a 3km walk around city block in Fitzroy near the heart of Melbouriités an ever-

changing landscape! | particularly like notinghgte is a new shop going in and discovering hovotheers take on
décor, style, general look might change the stcapts or the look of an individual shop front. Oeighbourhood
also has many feature walls, depicting all kindstoéet art and occasionally these change andyuald say that the
wall and even the surrounding area is transforrivgdwalk is also creating another transformationgast my wife

tells me it is, as every now and again | hear watderful question... ‘have you lost weight?’ By rieegch of the

imagination am | a health nut, but | wouldn’t mihéf my belly became a little flatter and the jsamlittle baggier.

Perhaps in the context of Transforming Sydney agdrisations with a similar vision, we think ofriefiormation in
terms of our lived experience, reflecting to a tge&xtent, the reality of the Kingdom’s currenésgnce with us,
whilst holding onto a hope that we will soon sefitlfilment. Friends of ,
mine in the North East of Melbourne run a missiaraE called Now and ** b_ecause of jJeSUS death _and
Not Yet, symbolising the reality that because obud death and Particularly —his resurrection
particularly his resurrection God’s Kingdom, higezprise has broken intoGod’s Kingdom, his enterprise
our world. But of course the full impact of thistimeaking is yet to be felt. has broken into our world

Tom Wright in his book Surprised by Hope argues gemerally we have a narrow understanding wheaorites to

the work of God’'s Kingdom, namely we see that ilis about going to heaven when we die.We have
predominantly seen its presence as an inner sgirdality (affecting the spiritual life of the leer) with a future
outworking (God’s Kingdom will only be a reality wh Jesus comes again) to borrow Howard Snyder’s
classifications. Unfortunately this has left many in the westetureh cold to any form of mission beyond
evangelism and any purpose outside the growingeo€hurch.

Please don't misunderstand me, I'm not saying esfisg and growing the church are wrong or somehotaied
up with God’s purposes, they are. However as a &@hwe have majored on these things often to thenusit of
God’s broader agenda. When God raised Jesus frath te broke into our reality in a new way. Jesas the first
fruit of the new creation. With this event the étighing of the new earth and the new heaven hagirbeSo
inherently that means that God has an investmethisnwvorld now and calls us to work with him oa renewal or
transformation.

From our perspective, the future hope we hold mamtermediate or present component that as wengrawith

God, we believe that the world can be different paich in fact is the essence of the good newhdse who are
suffering. And we begin to live Jesus’ Luke 4 magib to those around us, no matter our spherdloéirce. It's a
relief to realise that any component of this miss®as valuable as any other. So if my work ialteviate poverty
with a particular community or to bring comfortttee sick, or to teach in some form then this isasable from a
Kingdom perspective as the one who verbally shidm@snessage or preaches on a Sunday.

Perhaps then for all of us as we play our part rearafact lifting the name of Jesus higher. Todhneient Hebrews
a name was to embody a set of characteristicsligtibaescription of what the person stood foronwthey were. As
we embody the idea of transformation over all afisty, as we work to see our spheres of influed@nged, we
recognise that we are in fact partnering with Jeléving to see his character, his personhood becorare widely
realised, his name lifted higher, his full life loate a lived reality in our midst.

Andre is an experienced community development ttansurainer and practitioner. Over the past 28ays he has
been part of building community from the insideisTas seen him and his family live and work ingivalised and
hurting communities in South Australia and VictorRdded to this Andre has been involved in project®ss
Australia, working extensively with local councisghools, faith groups and the not for profit sectde holds an
undergraduate in Ministry and an MA focused onfaihd community development.

! Tom Wright, Surprised by Hope (London: SPCK, 20@1), 211, 215.
2 Howard Snyder, Models of the Kingdom, (Nashvill&l: Abingdon Press, 1991)
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.-'."ﬂﬂpm Saturdm ;“245t March .9015
£eh. 60 Pnrrmnattu rd lecnmbﬂ

Indonesian Q410 540 273

HOSTED TOGETHER Korean 0410 120 170
BY UNITED CHURCHES Filpino 0424 602 972

Nepalese o434 287 215
Asia Awakening is a night of worship and prayer véhisvo generations (from youngest to oldest) amiog together to
hunger for revival. It is an awakening call togdinerations in this very important hour to riseand stand together for
spiritual resurrection and to fulfil their destiny.
This event is hosted jointly by united churchesrfrdifferent denominations and nationalities (Augirg Korean, Nepali,
Filipino, Indonesian).
In the past two years, every third Monday of theathaGod has brought together pastors and leadersdifferent national
backgrounds and church denominations to worshiy, and fellowship with one another. As we honouwred another in
humility, God started to unite our hearts. We hsseen many wonderful works of God through this unity
Why is this gathering is important for such a tiagethis, especially for those who have an Asiakdracind? They reasons
for that are.

1. Many children who are part of the 1.5 Generatieferring to people who immigrated to Australefdre or during
their early teens) and the 2.0 Generation (SecamkfAtion - those who were born in Australia) areirty
difficulties to identifying themselves.

2. Younger generation is becoming more self-cerdretiless interested to identify themselves widirtparent’s faith.

3. Separation between Christians Denominationgtemdhany different nationalities in Australia makeore difficult
to unite as one body of Christ.

These days, we are facing the reality that weasiad the young generation: they have become mésgested in the things
of God. In Malachi 4 it says that in the last dag will turn The hearts of the fathers to the chén, And the hearts of the
children to their fathers, Lest | come and strike earth with a curse.God is going to restore the fathers generation and
sons generation.
Today God is calling all “fathers” including parentathers, mothers, senior pastors, leaders aralddecalling all “sons’
including young generation, young pastors, youagées to run together for His purpose and His KamgdThe fathers
generation shall pass on to the sons generatiolidalegacy of faith and Godly values. The fatheit love, support,
mentor and bless the sons. There will be fathedssans working together for the last-day revival!

We are calling Fathers and Sons Generations taitedun worship and prayer in

Asia Awakening, Saturday 21st of March 6pm at His&iry church, 60 Parramatta Rd, Lidcombe
A Childrens program will be provided. The servicd tae in English.

We are also inviting all Pastors and leaders tmjtdie Pastors prayer meeting at 5pm for praying emdnecting time.
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The GRACETHROUGH Experience !!

By Pastor Peter Rahme

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any
man should boast. For we are his workmanship, cegin Christ Jesus unto good works, which God héifore
ordained that we should walk in them/(Eph. 2: 8-10

Grace — Its magical in its wonder but not mystinats working!

As soon as grace takes care of your heart, groviithtale hold of your soul, and change will takeage in your life,
bringing with it an irresistible refreshing aronfeat others will find inspiring and attractive andlwasily be drawn to you

In John chapter 4 we read about one woman’'s GRAGEIUGH Experience. She experienced firsthand thestoaming
power of God how his rich grace will pick you uprh the highway to hell and place you on the fregetaheaven if you
only repent and believe the Gospel. No wonder iatdaMAZING.

When the woman of Samaria experienced the Amaziagesof Jesus Christ, it was more than a breakgiréor her, it was
her GRACETHROUGH !

Let's now follow her GRACETHROUGH journey from tigeilt of the 'shame-on-you' to the grace of tharise-off-you’.

I. The Woman of Samaria
There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: JohTa.......

The woman of Samaria came to draw water from thik seeshe can take care of her physical thirst. Buderneath that
hardened surface and aging physical exterior, thvagea deeper thirst for life and love.

Nameless and seemingly shameless, she tried tahytleat deep thirst by exchanging the only assettlsbught she had -
her body.

Sadly, like the silly characters of 'Sex in theyCithis woman of ‘some area’ was a wild cougarhwat devil may care
attitude. She sought and found those who would hefpmake it through the night. Her misdirectedsjmasled her in and
out of superficial relationships, looking for loireall the wrong places.

Madly, like a desperate housewife, this bad Saararivas willing to trade her permanent emptinesstéonporary
happiness, She did that by sleeping around witbraber of deceptive men in a numerous dysfunctioglationships (we
know of at least 6) after all what's love got towlibh it.

While she thought that she was exploring her optitime reality was that she was exploited by otterd , she was getting
tired of being treated like a piece of meat andesenproduct with a limited shelf life — discardeatce expired. The deep
well of her precious soul had dried up completely .

Hopeless and helpless, she'd given up on the thatfigiver finding that feeling of being loved fdretperson she is and not
for the pleasure she brings.

Then she met JESUS ! And her life turned aroumddood, from the inside out, and her world chanfyedver, from
downside up.

II. The Way of the Saviour

Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewés gift of God, and who it is that saith to theejv@ me to
drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. John 4:10

Jesus quietly answers all of her unanswered quetiedegins by dealing with the important over uhgent and draws her
attention to -'THE GIFT OF GRACE NOT (HER) GENDERORALS or RACE'

This lonely and vulnerable soul quickly learns thesus does not reject or turn away the socialigastinor demonises or
puts down the spiritually confused. Jesus didn’t beat around the bush with her; neither did he beat her on the head.

He was sure of her listening ear once he secunetidsting heart! He first presented the eterndhg§ water and in the light
of that, he pointed out her earthly life style.

Jesus used dialogue not monologue: Jesus didn’t beat around the
+ He asked not demanded bush with her; neither did he
+ He discussed not debated beat her on the head ... Jesus
« He answered not argued used dialogue not monologue

* He responded not reacted ]
(continued next page)
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The GRACETHROUGH Experience !! (...continued)

Jesus was patient but not passive, firm but notesgiye.

He was concerned about her heart’s trust morelibahuman tendency.
His words were compassionate without compromise.

His way was instructive not intrusive.

Jesus was respectful not rude towards her:
» Jesus was respectful not rude towards her: Hisiposthe sat down not stood over her.
e Her personhood -he lifted here up not looked dowiher.
» Her point of view - he let her finish her senteacel complete her statement.
He took the necessary steps to build a relationship
» He talked with her.
» He treated her with dignity (he called woman thmeaahat he called his own mother).
« He taught her by explaining things clearly.
» He told All ever she did (vs 29, 39b).

The more Jesus spoke to her heart and mind, she sherrealized who He waom a Jew in vs 9; to a greater than Jacob
invs 12; ... to a prophet in vs 19, ......to The Messiah in vs 22, 29.

In Closing

Although nothing really seemed to change on thesidetof her world (hot AGIESgl=Re]ol=1g[=le Rial=Noe ole]&o]]
weary, thirsty, lonely, broke, etc..), yet everptiitruly changed on the insidej YT e e to) Jesus,

So much so that shehen left her waterpot (vs 28that very symbol of her olg
manipulative lifestyle (and what most likely gotrhato trouble in the past) ] ]
because she was no longer that kind of a persenissiow a changed woma RSN RSEIEER (Il
transformed by the power of God's amazing grace.

she went on to open the

Set free from her dark and miserable past, shewtdb set others free from theirs. After she opethe door of her sincere
heart to Jesus, she went on to open the door cSafor Him.

Vs 28 — and SAITH to the men
Vs 39 — ....The SAYING of the woman...
Vs 42 -..Thy SAYING...

Initially her talk was controlling and her theologyas confused, but after just one meeting with slethe God of all grace,
her trust was real and her testifying was powefBad took her awful matrimony and turned into ares@me testimony.

The gift of grace that Jesus brought to her de&it sipd the difference that He made to her driedrhis still available
today and just as easily accessible. The good sthiss wonderful gift From God is also FREE, FORLAand FOREVER.
Take it up. Do it NOW!

Living under GRACE is not about doing and working LESS, but being and living MORE;
Being MORE -Relational, Rational, Real, Reasonable & Resilient (i.e God's design); and
Living MORE - Truthful, Peaceful, Loving, Mercifdl Joyful (i.e God's desire)!!

The Bible says:

But the God of all grace, who hath called us untdsteternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye leasuffered a
while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, Eeytou. To him be glory and dominion for ever andez. Amen.
By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as | suppe, | have written briefly, exhorting, and testiflg that this is
the TRUE grace of God wherein ye stand.'lL Petet%:12

With the love of Christ, Peter
© Peter Rahme J.P.; B.Th.; PO Box 5296 Chullora NSW 2190 Australia ; Tel 61 418 249 989

Lebanese by birth, Pastor Peter Rahme has livetlustralia since 1970. He is the founder of InnerstABaptist Church,
Strathfield. NSW.

A popular conference speaker, Pastor Peter is als@ccomplished singer /songwriter and the authiot bir Eternity
Amazing Grace &Y -Jesus. His Facebook inspiratigrosts are followed by thousands around the world

Peter can be contacted by e-mail at peterrahme @ogtucom.au
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The Power of Prayer & Fasting
By Ps. Matt Prater

When | was a youth group kid, we did the World @isi40-hour famine. | thought | was going to diavds so

hungry! It was a challenging experiment to go withéood to raise money for the poor. But it taugig some

lessons. It taught me to toughen up, and thabk'so go without food. It taught me to considerast) and that God
will help me when | commit to a fast.

| remember at our Bible college graduation thatnmcipal told us that there was four things wetdt focus on as
we followed Christ: prayer, the Bible, church aadting. | was surprised he’d included fasting is tist, but | now
see that it's meant to be a part of the normal sTiani life. Fast forward a few years. | was askegdstor a church
at the age of 30. | knew that now was the timenfierto set aside time to pray and fast and so utashershe will of
the Lord regarding this position. So | set out tbadone week fast. No food, just fluids. It wasoaverful time of
seeking the will of the Lord. It was so fruitfugrfl knew the Lord gave me the answers | was seekiaccepted the
role as pastor.

| remember at that time | had been reading soniillgfGraham’s comments on fasting. He said

Fasting can be a wonderful spiritual experienceli®ers who never practice fasting and prayer are
missing a spiritual discipline that has blessed yndmoughout the ages. A person in good health may
choose not to eat occasional meals in order togdabeir devotion to God. Not only are there spaltu
benefits, but some doctors believe that there e laealth benefits. The early church found pragmet
fasting valuable when seeking the guidance of @othiiking important decisions, such as choosing
spiritual leader (Acts 13:23;: ). God will honour and bless anyone who fasts and prays in the right spirit.

At that time | would do the occasional fast, somes 3 days, other times 7. I'd heard of great memasnen of
God fasting for 21 days & 40 days, and of courkadw that Jesus undertook a 40-day fast beforéshiptation.
But a 40-day fast seemed too long for me to embark

Then in 2008 | went on a trip to the USA. | atteth@® event called “The Call”. There were 15,000ptegathered
in a stadium to pray and fast for America for 1211301 was so inspired. These crazy Christians yweaging to end
abortion; praying for biblical marriage to be upheld; and to terminate sex trafficking around the world. I myself am

passionate about these issues, and | think theae @&ppropriate way to speak out about them. Balieve if we
pray and fast God will hear our prayers, and weehawmuch better chance of success than if we toiedhange
things by our own efforts. At the conference I tee Holy
Spirit prompt me to do a 40-day fast while | wasréh The :
first few days are always the worst; then it get’s easier as The first few days are always the

your body adjusts and your heart becomes fixed mngd worst; then it get’s easier as your
what the Lord has induced you to do. :

body adjusts and your heart
When | came back to Australia, | went to Canbecr_aet becomes fixed on doing what the
meeting of prayer leaders and pastors from arcoecdation. i
We felt the need to call a National Day of Prayed &asting Lord has induced you to do.
for the marriage debate. We heard from a few padits
about how the definition of marriage may be chandede
Christians didn’t speak up about it. We also fedittpraying and fasting was the best thing we cdoldSo when it
was decided we should build a team to make it hapg@meone in the room suggested | should leagctuse we
needed a new generation of prayer leaders raisedthim our own nation. | think | was chosen be@o$ my age

(I was the youngest person in the room). | felt tha Lord had prepared me for this role during4@iyday fast, so |
hesitantly accepted the role as Chairman of theoNaitDay of Prayer.

At the start of each year we call a 40-day fagdilgaup to the National Day of Prayer, which thésy (2015) is on
Sunday, 15th February. It's a great way to startysar, and to seek the Lord for the year to cdrhe.location is in
the Great Hall of Parliament, Canberra. People fatinover Australia will gather. There will be tim®f worship,
prayer and short words of encouragement from mauolitiglans, pastors, and leaders. We've made a DVD

(continued next page)
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documentary and we have many YouTube clips. Ouelf@uak page issww.nationaldayofprayer.com.au
I've done different types of fasting over the years

» fasting food, and just having liquids;

« a Daniel Fast, which is no meats or sweets;

» [’ve tried fasting from the washing up and mowing the lawn, but my wife wasn’t happy with that one;

« Facebook fasts;

o TV fasts;

« Overnight fasts: | start at bedtime, and finish whaake up.

The purpose of fasting is to make a sacrifice ®ltbrd, not out of legalism but from your heart.uvpromise that
you will lay down something for a season to seekltbrd. | find that when | do this | am dying to seyf and living
for Christ.

In Ezra 8:21, 23 there’s an example of God'’s petaséng:

. . I proclaimed a fast, so that we might huentnlrselves before our God and ask him for a safenpy
for us and our children, with all our possessiois.we fasted and petitioned our God about this,lend
answered our prayer.

| believe it's great to have a day of prayer arabtihg, as these verses describe, but our lifessieuld also be
based on regularly fasting, both private and cago¢church).

I've also been chewing over Psalm 127, a psalnotgrSon:

Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders laitio vain. Unless the LORD watches over the tiitg,
guards stand watch in vain (v. 1).

| love the saying, “We don’t want to do good thinge want to do God
things”. When we pray and fast, we are saying, t.¢et your kingdom
Just praying at church, or come. Not my will but yours be done!” Let's keep the front foot in

at home group, or at prayer: we must seek his kingdom and ensure hasLord building the

i ; house! We need to be a people who pray and fastamg who connect
bedtime is not good with God all day long.

enoth: we must be Just praying at church, or at home group, or atitmedis not good
praying all day long. enough: we must be praying all day long. Someone said that we can
make history when we pray. | believe now is theetiior us to pray for a
shift in our nation to return to God. Will you arevthe call?

Pastor Matt Prater is the Chairman of the Natiolay of Prayer. He is also Senior Pastor at New HBpsbane,
and host of the Afternoon Show on the Vision Rietwork.

centre for public christianity beyond religion

The Centre for Public Christianity (CPX) is a not-for-profit media company that offer Christian perspective on
contemporary life. We seek to promote the publidaratanding of the Christian faith by engaging rsmaam
media and the general public with high quality amell-researched print, video and audio materialualtbe
relevance of Christianity in the 21st century.

Check latest events http://publicchristianity.org/about

Copyright 2015 Transforming Sydney Movement Inc. - www.transformingsydney.org



Transforming Sydney & National Prayer Strategy for ~ the Ten Domains Newsletter - February 2015 18

Papua New Guinea World Mission

; P.0. Box 2456 Lae 411 Morobe Province.
S o= Papua Mew Guines

*Brnging the Gogoe! to the Uregched ™
-}

PNGWHM FEBRUARY 2015

Dear Friends and Partners in God’s Mission,

Greetings in the Name that is above all names, He is Jesus. And Jesus said; “And |, when | am lifted from the earth,
will draw all people to myself.” (John 12:32).

Where ever we may be and what we are doing, ounegppurpose is that the Name of Jesus be liftedehighd
higher. When Jesus Christ is lifted higher or destrated through our lives, there is light, lifeatieg and all the
works of the darkness expels.

Let's continue to lift the Name of Jesus and givm lthat place He deserves in our entire lives.
Thank you all for your tireless prayers and suppmgee one soul find hope in Christ.

MISSION LEONORA-WA

Mission Teams are engage more in prayer and woestdy doing so doors began to open and changeibis in
the atmosphere. The Indigenous People started rpepi to come and share their prayer needs witb pgsay for
them. Our main prayers are that, the mind setb@fpeople be renewed and they receive their Saivati Christ
Jesus. We believe that through fervent prayersirgindate hearts of worship, walls can be crumbled ehains be
broken to set the captives free for the glory oflGdingdom.

The work has just begun in Leonora, WA and we camito covet your prayers and support. It is ong@ihere our
mission partners and missionaries will be rotabngone to two months intervals with our missiondandra Main
on the ground in Leonora, WA as the Team Leader.

MINISTRIES COMING UP THIS MONTH

PRAY with us;
* SIL Tok Pisin Lotu — Sunday 8th February 2015

PNGWM Team will be leading the service at the $tk Pisin Lotu. Pray for God’s blessing upon thevee,
for the leading of the Holy Spirit as | lead thevéee and for the missionaries as they share tesii@s and
presentations and most important for God’s anaogntipon the Word.

Pray for protection and traveling mercies as ve@dr on Saturday morning by road up to SIL Ukarurpa
Kainantu (EHP) and for provision of fuel for themges. A Team of 12 will be travelling on this miisn trip and
will return back to Lae on Sunday evening.

« Missionaries and Intercessors Retreat — 25th —2  8th February 2015.

(continued next page)
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PNGWM FEBRUARY 201S (...continued)

Our missionaries and intercessors are very impbttaus. Most of our intercessors are illiteraltage mothers
and all are not from the same location, but thexeteheart to pray God impacting lives through PNGW

Pray for protection upon our missionaries andrgggsors traveling to Lae for our Retreat. Prag fds provision
to provide accommodation and meals for our missiesand intercessors during the three (3) dayseRetThis
is one time of the year that we bring them togetbesalue and appreciate their commitment to irgesmn.

* Mission Team to Leonora-WA

Sandra Main and two (2) other missionaries widlvél back to Leonora-WA in the first week of Mar2015.
That is almost three (3) weeks from now. All vibase been granted. Praise God.

Please stand with us in prayer and support far tigares from Port Moresby-Perth, WA transitittgough
Brisbane, Australia. We continue to walk in obedierto God's calling to “go and make disciples df al
nations....” God has been faithful to us by providifog the airfares through you, our faithful parten
advancing God’s Kingdom Business.

URGENT P RAYER NEED FOR THIS WEEK:

The Ministry vehicle; Mitsubishi Pajero’s engine was ripped off this week for a full engine over-haul after the engine
ceased a month ago and vehicle was grounded. S hiaith project! PRAY for provision to purchake right parts

and wisdom for the mechanic to rebuild the engim: get the vehicle back on the road to assist ladgtstics for our

upcoming Retreat at the end of this month.

Every blessing in Christ,

Ms TEMA MANKO

PNG World Mission

LAE, PNG

Mobile: (675) 71564657

Email: pngworldmission@gmail.com / temspngwm@groaih

PrayNetwork.org

A Community of Prayer Champions, Praying Churches, Prayed-for Communities

£:30 33 fviad s 2o s A0 Aeddednddd

PrayNetwork.org is a learning community for praghampions (leaders-intercessors-beginnings), pyastiarches (pastors
-coordinators) and prayer-for communities (teantpagde).

Nearing 5000 members (membership is free but piedgcthe site offers over 100 groups, upcomings/e
conferences from dozens of ministry organizationgy 1900 blog postings, 20 and growing roundtdideussions, 1257
photos and 257prayer-prompting video clips. Ovdr di@mbers who have a global, national and/or regiiofiuence are
identified as Featured Members and can be folloagetriends," as can be any of the other networknbess.

PrayNetwork.org is a place to search and reseezal,and review, comment on prior posts and carigihew articles.

My paraphrase of Romans 12:2 gives you an ideahat wou'll experience ~ Do not be limited to thayar styles and
traditions you've learned up to now. Let your praybe transformed by the renewing of your minddfi@nge the way you
think about prayer). Then your prayers will be iimel with God's good, and pleasing and perfect will.

Connect to our learning community. Start a groupyfur prayer team or ministry (Group+ functionlowal you to have a
2nd website for your organization). Let a few tremc of your closest friends know about PrayNetwak.

Invitation Link for the Pray! Networkattp://praynetwork.ning.com/?xgi=18a3Pmc4CBB(IR

Your servant,
Phil Miglioratti
phil@missionamerica.org
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Pebbles and Stones

“I'm your child right?” my four-year-old son askégrrowing his brow.

“Yes. | answered.”

Crinkling his brow even more he then asked, “And’y@ grandma’s child, right?”

“Yes!” | answered.

Stepping back, with his hands on his hips, he @xeld, “Great! Then we are both children.”

I smiled thinking, so it is in the kingdom of Gothere is only one God, one Lord, and one Fathesdil.

Growing-up, | did not know that my relationship wiGod was father/daughter. | thought | had to dodgand be
good in order to get His attention. The many stotidneard and Bible verses | memorized taught noutablis
character. | had heard that He was all powerful @h#nowing, healed the sick, made the crippledkywand the
blind to see. | heard He raised a little girl arazarus from the dead, cleansed the lepers with@mdyreturning to
thank Him, and He loved children. There was the ldayreprimanded His disciples, saying, “Let thédithildren
come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingaddrheaven belongs to such as these.” | longedetorte of
those children who came to Jesus and experiencetb¥. Jesus called a man named Zacchaeus domrafteee
and said, “l am going to your house today,” gaveam@rm feeling. | too wanted Jesus to come to ausa.

The violence that shook the walls of our house fi#ed the core of my being. Would | wake up aivtt fmy
mother dead? Every night, | feared it as a chilg.fdther shared with us how he planned to kill nytimer.

Adoption became my greatest dream as a child.t Miasted to belong. In school, | often day-drearakdut being
my teacher’s child and wondered what life was likehout fear.

Maratha, our elderly next door neighbor, whom lidnadd laid the foundation of Pebbles and Stoneshted our
family with God'’s love in tangible ways.

After physical and verbal explosions at home, theng often rang. It would be Maratha calling to ey sisters,
brother and | could come over to help her. We wauld out our back door and over to Martha’'s ho&e often
had small projects for us to do such as helpingwesd her small garden. We never worked long. Maratould
tell us that she was tired and that we should gwher house to rest for a bit. When we openeditog, the smell of
freshly baked cookies greeted us.

Maratha would also tell my mother how much sheditte sew and mend, and ask her if she had anythiag
needed mending. Of course, we did.

Maratha loved to read. Many evenings, Maratha woulide us over to read to her saying her eyes weodired. |
only remember there being one book in her house-Bitie.

In all the years growing up next door to Marathaever felt like | was her ministry or project. Bgiwith her, | felt
like a treasure.

My childhood reflects God's redemptive love. | gt it is not an isolated story. Children you sa#ydide stories
of betrayal, abuse, and neglect in their hearts; children who long to know that they treasured and loved.

The Holy Spirit showed me through a powerful enteumat the age of twenty-eight with tears flowingash my
face, what it meant to be God’s child and to call Him Father; to recognize His voice and know that He wanted the
best for me. | knew | danced in the twinkle of ldiges. Understanding and forgiveness
began to flow from my heart to my father, and otrex years | would see the Lord
touch his heart, too!

My life was never the same. | was loved and accke@ad knew God had plans for
me, and all of them were good.

Looking back into the eyes of my son nearly 40 geayo, | realized | wanted him to
know God as his Father, not just about Him. | wdnte same for my daughter.

(continued next page)
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Pebbles and Stones (...continued)

| began to ask God how | could do this. Slowly,ision emerged of an intergenerational meeting wftidren and
adults gathered together to experience God'’s lowhe context of community. | would teach as Jesidghrough
the telling of stories, allowing the Holy Spirit be the teacher.

| called several of my friends and asked if theyldde interested in getting together with our dtgh and having
something like a Bible Study with them. They werad our first Pebbles and Stones meeting came,talthough
it didn’t have a name. That would come much laltewas simply a humble attempt to create a placerfp own

children and others to fall in love with God andesience His love in the context of community. Wegydn with

praise and worship, and | told a Bible story. Atiee story, we listened to see how God might speadach of us.
Next, we shared what we heard and prayed for ether.o

We were astounded in what was happening with oldrelm. They were sharing their hearts and we wieie, God
was changing our hearts. Together, we learned talnerable and become like children. The followingek, more
children came; some of them brought their parents. The group continued to grow, and in a short time, we had around
60 children and adults coming to our meetings.

This intergenerational model of listening to a Biktory, sharing and praying has continued to grRavtnering with
other organizations such as World Vision, One Hape Children in Prayer, Children in Christ Peblaad Stones
is in over 40 countries.

As | have had the privilege of being with childrand adults from around the world, | have obserhed thildren
and adults:

v Can know they are God'’s children.
v Can talk with God. This is called prayer.

v Thrive in community with others who know and loveds

Thousands of children have been impacted by thiplsi model and those children have impacted thes lof others.
Let me tell about some of those stories and altmuchildren who experienced them.

The first story begins at the Global 4-14 Windowd a@hildren In Prayer summit in New York City. Teawfs
children and adults from around the world were teito attend. | was asked to attend and to bringaen of
children with me. The focus of the summit was prayeeams prayed at the UN building with some of the
ambassadors present over the Millennium DevelopmhgBbals for the United Nations, we also prayerkedl
around Ground Zero and Wall Street. On the last da&ytoured Staten Island. While on the boat, weevte pray
for leaders from the different countries that hadhe to participate. The children who were with nereveager to
pray for the leaders. Before beginning, | suggesitatl we first pray and ask God to show us whorty for and
what to pray. We did. The children thought we sbaquiay for a leader from one of the restricted t¢oes, which
we did. While praying, the Lord gave the childreards of encouragement for him. And He gave me §pagords
for him that confirmed and expanded the vision that had already put on his heart. We exchangegvemails,
and as emails go, they fell into the black holeydferspace.

Four years later during a One Hope Celebratiomalrth how that prayer had changed his life anditles bf others
especially those of children in that restrictedrdoy You see, his father-in-law was head of a sanyi and also
oversaw many other Christian churches and orgaoimtThis young leader was being schooled to talex the
seminary and in overseeing the Christian churchethis country, but his heart was turned towards children.
When he returned home to his country with full cmé, he shared with others whnf'l

had happened. His father-in-law agreed that thisngoleader would become
leader of children.

—

Recently, this young man shared the following witke: In one month, 4,000
children have been reached with the gospel of J&usst. This summer, 80
leaders will be trained and are expected to re@&k080 children in his country.

A little girl named Susie, rescued from sex trddiiig, experienced the joy o x

(continued on Page 22)
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Pebbles and Stones (...continued)

knowing God as her Father and that He has a pesfactfor her. According to the US Department ait&tover a
million children are either sold or exploited byet#32,000,000,000 international sex traffickingl&raach year. |
met Susie last year in Costa Rica. After listerimthe story of creation, she asked God to showheethoughts that
He had about her. She used clay to express thesie Shared, “God is holding me. Not only is He hajdne, but
He is holding my heart.” What a powerful truth faer to experience as God's child.

Another child prayed and saw God change her fathezart. | met her before her fourth birthday, whésught a
group of children about prayer. | called her jolippege “lines and dots,” because that was howokéa. Holding
her paper, she pointed to some lines and saids‘ihny house and this is the road in front of rayde and this is
my daddy coming home in time for my birthday.” Afehe shared, we prayed that her father would dumee.

When the meeting ended, her mother came to mehaithittle girl in tow saying, “You don't understhrirhis is my
little girl. Her father left us before she was bo8ihe has never seen his face. He was living ibleetife of drugs
and alcohol. | am not sure if he is even alive. bighday is Wednesday.”

On Thursday, a very happy little girl burst int@ toom exclaiming, “It happened! It happened! Jiust Jesus said
it would. It was my birthday and my daddy came hohte asked me if | was surprised to see him. | paidlesus
said you would come home in time for my birthdagoltl him everything | know about Jesus, but | tlknbw a lot.
Could you come to my home and tell him more?”

That night after sharing with her father about Gograce love and mercy, God touched His heart drehid him
ask his wife and children to forgive him for leayithem. Over the next ten years, | would returthts area and
learn how he was showing other men in his villaggatit meant to love God, his wife and family.

Another example of how God works through childrgmwayers is during a Pebbles and Stones meetiadeé#ider
told the story of Hannah who cried out to God fahdd. God heard her prayer and she gave birSatouel.

After hearing the story of Hannah, a young boy dskéis aunt, who had not been able to have a badyld come
the following week for prayer. She came, the greuayed for her, and
within nine months she delivered her first child. Bt Nosio, |2

P@ Lol O pe
One young boy named Eduardo gained confidencertioneee following God " V'@ pid WWP@ r &,
through the adults that supported and prayed for. Bifter listening to one MVI‘P W;@D@ 5@

of God’s stories from the Bible, Eduardo begandirijal about what was ., ”’@
going on in his life and drew this picture. [7/”) L’@ D%ORQD@ Dél
After drawing his picture, Eduardo began a conw@sawith God saying, V@ p@m
“Is this fish me, and if it is, am | swimming inehright direction or the E?O 17@ D@

wrong direction?”

From within, Eduardo sensed the Lord saying, “Tisdt is you and | have asked you to follow me eifeyour
friends are not.”

One of the older men in the group shared abouna tirhen he too felt like he was the only one. Hasyet had
been to follow God as a young boy, but when he rneca teenager, it became harder. The group theedrfar
Eduardo. That was years ago, and today Eduardyasith leader. This is an example of how childred adults
thrive in community with others who know and loveds

| have shared my story and the stories of thederehi with you in the hopes that we would all be@maged,
continue to learn what it is to be God'’s child, alidgrow old together and proclaim God'’s glory andjesty to the
generations to come. When asked who we are, wedvexalaim: We are all children.

Kathleen Trock-Molhoek, founder and director of Bleb And Stones - Ktrock@PebblesandStones.com

%%%%S Kathleen Trock-Meolhoek P.O. Box 626; Ada, MI 49301 www pebblesandstones.com
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Opinion Piece:
Being ‘Strayan means being able to enjoy freedom

(By Andrea Tokaji JD LLM International Human Rigltdvocate,
Founding Executive Director of Fighting For Justi€Eeundation )

| am a proud Aussie. | love being Australian.

| am very grateful to Australia for accepting mynity and | as humanitarian refugees. My family afied a
Communist Dictatorship under Ceausescu where we pensecuted for our ethnicity and our faith. Weewe
Hungarians living in Romania, and we were Chrigtiiwing in a Communist State. We experienced much
persecution and much injustice.

That's probably one of the reasons why | becamenaalm rights lawyer and advocate.

One of the reasons why | love living in Austral@the freedoms it has afforded me as a refugeédid Romania.

I am grateful for the opportunities to work anddstu have had here, that, | do not think | woulddaad otherwise.
| am also grateful that in Australia, my freedontohscience, freedom of belief, my freedom of feligs not being
restricted as it was under a Communist Dictatorship

| am grateful, that, in a free country like Ausial can believe what | want to believe, | canress those beliefs in
my worship, practice, both privately and publicalipd that | am not forced into acting againstéhoaliefs, but
rather, being able to practice freedom of cons@&embis is in line with the international standasds out in the
International Covenant on Civil and Political RiglftCCPR). Article 18 of this Covenant states:

‘Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thdugbnscience and religion. This right shall inofufiieedom to
have or to adopt a religion or belief of his chqiead freedom, either individually or in communitigh others
and in public or private, to manifest his religionbelief in worship, observance, practice and teag.’

The rights to religious freedom are reinforced sirailar way in the ACT Human Rights Act (2004) &hé
Victorian Charter of Rights and Responsibilities £&2006). It is only in the ACT and Victorian judistions that we
find the freedom of religion, as set out in intdim@al standards reinforced in our legislation. Wlon't we have the
right to freedom of religion reinforced in all jadictions in Australia? Perhaps this needs coreider.

Of course, the freedom of religion is also subject to limitations, and Article 18 of the ICCPR goes on to state that the;

‘freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs rhaysubject only to such limitations as are presaiby law and
are necessary to protect public safety, order, thealr morals or the fundamental rights and freedahothers.’

Any freedom comes at a cost, and every time thigiha or a freedom is extended, there is anotlgit or freedom
that has to take a secondary position. Our legidand courts have a duty to balance our righdsraedoms.

In fact, it is in the Victorian jurisdiction thaté Victorian Supreme Court of Appeal has considéredlilemma of
striking a balance between freedom from discriniamaand freedom of religion, in the Christian Yo@bamps
Limited v Cobaw Community Health Services Limit@®14] VSCA 75 case, in which the Victorian Court found in
favour of freedom from discrimination over and abdreedom of religion. In this case, the ownera bfisiness
were ultimately asked to act against their consetheir beliefs, compromising their freedom digien, for the
sake of anti discrimination standards.

My issue with this is that if you allow discrimimaih, or someone getting offended take precedentthesfreedom
of religion, many of our freedoms become underahoé being eroded. The freedoms of religion, belied
conscience are fundamental to many of our othedyens, including freedom of association and owedoen of
speech. So, it is imperative that the freedom ligiican is protected and upheld in our society. Dinéy exception to
this should be the limitations of protecting puldafety, order, health or morals as stated abbv¥ictoria, it
appears that both legislators and the courts haea ghe freedom from discrimination precedent cvad above the
freedom of religion, with all of its associatedhis.

To a refugee kid from Romania, whose family riskaeir lives to experience freedom of religion inew country,
this sounds crazy. Is my freedom of religion, mgefitom of belief, conscience, expression, and agsdcireedoms
of association and speech coming under threat giralia too? | really hope not.

" Special leave for Appeal to the High Court of Aaba for this matter was refused by the High Canirnid

December last year. This means that the highest tothe land has not commented on this mattet,the precedent
set in the Cobaw case is subject to the Victoriaisdiction alone.
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Share Good News

By Geoff Waugh

We can now share good news widely and freely —tlike
newsletter, and this article.

You have amazing resources available to you right to
multiply what you do and share your good news —trobs
that at no cost to you. Here are a few examples:

> Newsletters and articles like this one.

> Your web page and church’s web page and group’s

web page.
> Blogs on your web site.

> Your Facebook page, and church’s or group’s

Facebook, including a Facebook group.

> Your digital
Instagram, Pinterest, Linkedin, etc.

the Ten Domains Newsletter - February 2015

communications such as Twitter,

24

Renewal Journals and books are published on Amagrdn

Kindle for free (no cost to upload), and are imragsly
available with their Free App for
Smartphone.

You can do that — for free.

Your youth group can do that — for free
Your society can do that — for free
Your church can do that — for free
Your college can do that — for free

free

You set the price per copy for digital and
printed books (eg $1, $5, $10).
authors/publishers discount.
them available for free as | do with a book
weekend.

> Your church’s and home group’s digital projectionsHow?

such as images and videos to enhance song
message outlines.

> Your publications.

available almost immediately worldwide. Then yotorm
people through your newsletters, or web pages,

Remember when we used typewriters, Gestetner encFacebook, etc. Digital eBooks are easiest to do. ndust

and OHP transparencies!
photocopying, digital projection and the internet.

Let's look at the publication revolution availabie you.
You can publish Print-on-demand (POD) and DigitabHhs
(eg Kindle) for free.

You only pay for what you order, from 1 to 1,000naore.

See the bookYou can Publish for Free
on the Renewal Journals web site
We are now living through a powerf
revolution for Christian publishing,
resources, and mission:

> Free
> Any language
> Free airmail worldwide available

Many people publish digital books for
free, and don't bother with a printed version. Yean do
both, or either — for free. One huge advantageptdading
your digital publication to Kindle is that you camake it
available to everyone for $1 or less — immediatélyiazon
now sells more Kindle books than printed books.

| can illustrate these comments from my experience.

The Renewal Journalbegan traditionally as an Australian

ecumenical resource over 20 years ago in 1998ostta lot
to print hundreds of copies, and cost more to rifam.
Now it's all done for free.

Look at theRenewal Journals web page
https://renewaljournal.wordpress.com/renewal-
journals/

All those 20 journals originally cost hundreds
dollars to print and mail. We needed subscripti
lists — a big job. Now the updated second editic
cost nothing to print and are available with fre
airmail worldwide, and no subscriptions needede T

South Pacihic
Rewvivals

GEGFF WaAUGH q

g 1t Bt

Now we use computergpload your Word file to Kindle! Add a free cowdat you

create with their Cover Creator. One huge advanisgeat
you can then upload new editions, or correctiots) for
free.

Here are some ideas for publishing your book oousse
both digitally and in print.

Just go to CreateSpace.com (an Amazon company)
follow the links. What you publish there goes on awon
and Kindle for free. Expanded distribution adds rybaoks
to The Book Depository with free airmail worldwidand
your books or resources are listed on other didiils as
well as Amazon.

You can start small. For example, King of the GraFflat
(a biography — Look inside) was a Grade 7, prinsniyool
assignment by my grandson, including the layout @mato
selections. So his Grandpa just published it —ffee.
There’s an idea for parents and grandparents!

The main disadvantage is that all your errors gediphed
(in print or digitally) just as you upload them!uBit's easy
to then upload a corrected version for free. Ifi yjmve a

spouse or friend good at editing, you're home andel.
CreateSpace now provides a brilliant digital probfyour
book that you can examine before publishing.

You can pay for services, such as covers, layaliting,
marketing. But these are all optional extras.fist | used

Pigrmar BMisLion
i Pagsias Miss faaines

i et Y R P

| RN
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Share Good News (...continued)

their services for layout and covers. Here aramges of
their cover designs | paid for [I'm still working no
Discovering Aslan!]: Below are examples of covesigas
done previously that we reproduced:

[ivin
inih@.8

Spiri

-G Waugh - : g |

Most of the rest were done by the CreateSpace aoeator
for free.
For example, the 20 issues of Renewal Journal hiaze
same cover design and fonts, but different coloams
photos:

You will see many books with the same cover degigh

different colours and photos on the Books and Weako
pages of the Renewal Journal website, all doné&der, such

as these in the Lion of Judah series | am now pmiodu

Ganll Waggh o The L

Other books, including the digital versions, haveaage of
free cover designs:

i #
%
#
- B 3
i aarwes ie laes

fadnft ‘Waugh
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What?
What can you publish? Possibilities are endless!

We used to photocopy resources for church and
study groups. Now we just put them on the web
page or upload to Kindle.

What about a personal publication?

An easy way to start would be by using your family
or holiday photos. Many people have albums on
web pages such as on Facebook but books are still
popular and welcome, especially as gifts.

Perhaps you could consider fiction or non-fiction.
Most of my books are non-fiction, but | have

included fiction stories that a pre-school grandson
told me when he was 3 and 4. Uploading many
edited copies to the publisher cost nothing as |
gradually improved the layout of the book. There’s
a holiday idea for you with your children or

grandchildren

An older grandson wrote a biography for a primary
school assignment so | published that and it became
a welcome and popular gift. He did the layout
himself. You could help your children or
grandchildren make a small book of around 24
pages.

Your children or grandchildren may appreciate your
autobiography, or part of your life story. The vabrl
has changed so much since the twentieth century
that your story could be really interesting espcia

if you illustrate it with some photos. You coulést
with some small books and then combine them into
one larger volume later.

| have published various essays written by my
students and made them available in a book. If you
do that you become the editor of that book. Stuglent
often gave their work to me with better formatting
than | can do myself. | have encouraged students to
publish their work, for free.

Maybe you lead or speak in a study group and could
gather your material into a small resource book.
You can have that published and in your hands
within a month, or have it available on Kindle
tomorrow! | often use my books as resources for my
speaking or teaching.

Why not try something to begin? You may find
yourself enjoying this hobby and helping or blegsin
others in the process.

Rev Dr Geoff Waugh from Brisbane is the founding
editor of the Renewal Journal, now a digital
resource. Geoff, a Baptist minister, taught Urgtin
Anglican, Catholic and Pentecostal students at
Trinity Theological College in Brisbane, and also
taught at the School of Ministries of Christian
Heritage College in Brisbane.  Now retired
(refired) he continues to lead short term missions
and produce renewal and revival resources.
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LET LOVE RULE: IT MIGHT BE TIME FOR A HEART CHECK

By Phil Miglioratti

Whenever a particular colleague would call me @nphone, |
would immediately freeze up. Our ministry was sriffg from his
seemingly self-serving decision-making and desivacctions.
When confronted, he refused to repent or resign.

Somehow | survived that situation. But when heechlmore than
a decade after he finally moved on, | hesitatepick up the
phone.

But I'm glad | did. This time he was calling to deas that he was
taking responsibility for the failure of our mimgtrelationship.
And he recognized that | had sought reconciliatiimat surprising
call led to a few more calls, a few emails and newally, an
invitation from him to lead his members in a prayeekend.

| was ready to respond positively to him becausenfthe beginning of that troubled time, | had donebest to resist the
urge for revenge and the feelings of resentmedmadiresolved to love him in my heart by the powéhe Holy Spirit.
Every day multitudes of Christians are prayingririval by petitioning the Lord to change heartsgive sins, cleanse
lives, and fill churches. God calls us to pray thiesy. But perhaps we have failed to anticipate wian the Lord answers
those prayers, He also expects something elseatmeh—the heart of how and why the Church prays.

In his epistle, Jude wrote, “Dear friends, by binigdyourselves up in your most holy faith and pngyin the Holy Spirit,
keep yourselves in God'’s love as you wait for thexey of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to edtifie” (1:20-21).
Every renewed relationship requires a change oftonication patterns. Jude makes it clear that foisEfollowers to
keep their revived relationship with the Lord, prais an essential component.

“Praying in the Holy Spirit” enables us to stayght at the

A IT MIGHT BE
f\q TIME FOR A
l b/ HERRT check

center of God’s love” (Jude 1:20-21, MSG). Out tal Action Step:

pray is a call to experience and express God's leee Ensure that love is the motivating factor in every spoken or silent
wants His love to reign—to be central at the cdreuw prayer. Instruct those you lead in prayer to include phrases such
praying—now and always. as these:

Love Motivates a Revived Church to Pray ¥  Because of Your greatlove . ..

If it is true (and it is!) that without love, weeanothing (1
Cor. 13:1-3), then it may also be true that lovel@syers
produce precisely nothing. Grant us the Father’s heart of love as we pray . . .

Few of us would admit to “loveless” praying, but eeed ¥ Break our hearts over the people and problems that break
for sweeping revival in the Church is an indicatwe have your heart, Lord

“abandoned the love [we] had at first” (Rev. 2:8\8. If

praying is a sign of staying in love with God, tresandoned prayer meetings reveal a Church thajrbas cold, content
with the status quo.

If a sign of love is caring more about the one laue than yourself, then our “heal me, help me'yprdists reveal a self-
centered Church. Is our longing for revival actpallresponse to our Lord wooing us, warning usttietove we had at
first is gone?

Love Shapes the Way a Revived Church Prays

Loving our Savior—easy. Loving a changing and crlimgp

With gratitude for Your love to us through Christ . . .

<

culture—not so easy. In fact, many of us are bengmi Action Step:
alienated from and fearful of our postmodern, iasfegly ¥ Encourage others to join you in praying that your praises and
anti-Christian, society. What was once an “in Gagtrust”

| alt petitions will become saturated with love—authentic love for
nation seems to have become antagonistic toward Almighty God.

Christianity. Sometimes society feels like our egem
For some, this takes away the motivation to pra \aive.
Others interpret it as permission to pray with aragel

Pray you will grow in love for others in the Body of Christ, as
well as in redeeming love for the hard to love.

judgment. But we know our Lord’s command: “I tetiwy ¥ Pray with love for those who are lost (that they will not perish),
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute those with the least (the poor and the powerless), and those
you” (Matt. 5:44). Love and prayer are inextricably who lead others (often easily deceived by the enemy or
linked—even in difficult situations. Especially diifficult deluded by the evil dark enticements of greed or power).
situations.

(continued next page)
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LET LOVE RULE (...continued)

God gave us His love as the ultimate weapon ofararfSo when He calls us by His Spirit into prayte,calls us to extol
His love in praise and to declare His love as thiemate purpose of our petitions. Being transfornhgdhe renewing of our
minds (Rom. 12:2) is more than a cerebral absormifdBible information. It is a transformation df we are and all we do,
including how and why we pray.

The Apostle Paul's prayer becomes our model: “Vjoar love may abound more and more” (Phil. 1:9)dAs our love for
God abounds, our love will also abound for what @Gudys for: “For the earth [to] be filled with thke&owledge of the glory
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea” (Hab.)2Mdw that’s love!

Love Portrays the Message of a Revived Church

If we pray for the spreading of God's love to &k thations but outwardly express a lack of loveridividuals or a lack of
compassion on relevant issues, we are only malorger{1 Cor. 13:1). In fact, worse than noise, @uture perceives us as
hypocritical and judgmental, like twenty-first cant Pharisees.

The Church has not so much become irrelevant asawe been exposed as irreverent, unable to prackiaewe preach—
and thereby disproving the gospel in the mindio§é who need Christ. Great-Commission prayingiresja Great-
Commandment lifestyle of love.

For instance, in many areas our children’s schioal® become off limits to the gospel, and Christiare often considered
persona non grata. But that did not deter a paptasger group in Southern California. Having hetiiat the nearby high
school had a serious dropout problem, they begayimg together for the school and the students.

Their concern became a burden, which led themap pn site, knowing that the best insight comey &oim seeing and
feeling the burden of the situation firsthand. There careful to stay on public property and ditlmghave in an offensive
manner (preaching or waving Bibles). They simplgyed silently or quietly as they walked the cam@gn, students who
attended their congregations began to engage theonversation, asking “Why are you here? Whayatedoing?”

This gave the pastors opportunities to explairr theipose
(to ask God to help the students succeed at thlies)

and their motive (because they truly cared abduhal Action Step:
children at the school). Coinciding with the timarhe of ¥ Ask the Holy Spirit to identify the individuals He wants to
their on-site prayers, the dropout rate drasticadiglined. reveal His truth to through your words and deeds of love.

And the school district, to the pastors’ surprassked them
to pray at other troubled schools in their district

“Make love your aim” (1 Cor. 14:1, RSV) refers rootly
to God-focused praying but also to outward-focuaag.

¥ Create a list at praycareshare.com to receive an automatic
weekly reminder to pray.

¥ Ask the Lord to show you how to demonstrate your love in

Christ’s love compels us to love one another inBbdy ways each person will best appreciate—an act of mercy or
of Christ (1 Thess. 4:9) and to love our neighk{dfatt. hospitality, or problem-solving resources.

22:39) who are not yet part of God'’s family. ¥ As Paul instructs us, “Pray also . . . that whenever [you]
Jesus prayed that we, His Church, would be protfdo speak, words may be given [you] so that [you] will fearlessly
world that God loves them (John 17:23). Actualbyihg make known the mystery of the gospel, for which [you are]
them—through our love-motivated prayers—is the only an ambassador” (Eph. 6:19-20).

way to accomplish that.

Everyone is created in God’s image and desperagsys at least one saved-by-grace, filled-withSpeit person to pray
for them, show them love, and tell them the gospeh. And that means picking up the phone whendmad talking to the
person on the other end! God loves the world thindhgse who love Christ. You and | are those ans#uiss of God's
love.

PHIL MIGLIORATTI is COO of Mission America and maual coordinator of Loving Your Communities to Ghri
His passion is to network pastors, prayer, and téynsformation movements. He blog$ailsblog.net

Love Help Center
Here are some resources to help you pray withdswour heart motivation:

v An email reminder to pray for lost persomsvw.praycareshare.com
v A website stocked with stories and resources devotéhe prayer-care-share lifestyweyw.LOVE2020.com

v Video clips to help you cast vision and train Chfidlowers in loving their neighbors and their conmities
for and with and to Christvww.youtube.com/LoveGodOthers

v Scriptures and links to article$t.ove2020

v Podcasts and commentamwww.facebook.com/makeloveyouraim
© 2014 Prayer Connect magazine.
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National Day of Prayer for Defence 2015

(Issued 5-February 2015)

A4

The Military Christian Fellowship of Australia i®&ting a National Day of Prayer for DefenceSaturday, 28
March 2015

Additional information is available on the Milita@hristian Fellowship of Australia website\(w.mcf-a.org.au.

Contact Officer: Mrs Lisa Thomas

Military Christian Fellowship National Staff Worker
Telephone: 02 6266 4950

Email: mcf.office@defence.gov.au

| |
(From the Military Christian Fellowship of Australwebsite www.mcf-a.org.au | | | | |' ;
P [ r
Lorel l
In 2011 MCF sponsored a National Day of Prayeffefence, which was support(} 1t
around Australia. In 2012 a prayer for Defence Ret@tion was included atthe '§ |
Canberra events. 31 regional or international gsqupyed for the ADF in 2014, 4= =

Background

Why prayer is needed

Australia has experienced unprecedented lossesy# sf its finest young men
fighting in the Middle East for the security of Atadia. Jesus said in John 15:13,
“Greater love has no one than this that he lay dbistife for his friends.” Many
families have been impacted by these tragic logssebwe have a duty to support
them and uphold them in prayer. Like all humartays, political systems have
strengths and weaknesses. We need to pray thaepiar policy and decision- |
makers bring a selfless approach to their respiitisib like those who have given| ==
their own lives in service to Australia. -

The vision

The National Day of Prayer for Defence is on Sayr@8 March 2015. All who have a heart to praylefence are
welcome to join us in Canberra at the Duntroon @hagp remotely in the regions either on the dainahe week
preceding. Please join with us at this challengimg in Australian history and uplift the Australi®efence Force
to God.

The format
Download a prayer book fromww.mcf-a.org.au

Structure and facilitate a prayer session suitg@tw group or arrange for some of the prayer gdim the book-
let to be included in your regular weekly bibledstgroup. It is that easy. Adapt the prayer bantideyour local
setting.

Themes

> Defence culture and training settings;

> Deployed personnel, Defence members and families and injuries;
> Senior leadership, chaplains, and Faith Under Fire Course;

> Defence Christian military ministries.

Download a prayer book from the website. Structureand facilitate a prayer session suited to your grquor
arrange for some of the prayer points from the boolet to be included in your regular weekly bible stdy
group. ltis that easy. Adapt the prayer booklet ¢ your local setting.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Praying for Government

By Lilian Schmid
In 2014 the Lord put in our hearts to start thedtatives: "Adopt a Senator" and "Adopt an MP".ddke one federal MP
(House of Representatives) and One Senator in tisérélian parliament to pray for each day.

The transformational changes taking place through kingdom of God on earth should be kept in thespective of
"already - not yet." Transformation will be comgétwhen God announces "I am making everything néwih his throne
at the return of Christ (Revelation 21:5). In theamtime, we are urged to live transformed liveslaol forward to the day
of God and speed its coming (2 Peter 3:11-13). Gmdy will there be "a new heaven and a new etltthhome of right-
eousness." As the first coming of Christ has mogigehis disciples to witness and serve (2 Corinthi14) so the second
coming of Christ gives urgency to living transfodnészes and doing transformational mission (2 P&téd, 2 Corinthians
5:11). [Adapted from Transform World Global Chalie Summit 2012]

The Kingdom of God advances as individuals hear aomgpt the Gospel by faith, are born again, ampegrence inward
regeneration and transformation expressed in obedit "all | have commanded" (John 3:3, 16, Ac&l2and Romans
1:16-17). However, God's concern goes beyond thetsan of individual people. His redemptive plancempasses the
healing and transformation of entire nations (Gen&2:1-2 and Matthew 28:19-20). Nations are diedias the church
makes the invisible Kingdom visible by faithful allence to God's Word throughout culture - in ewanga of life and every
realm of society including the family, the commuynithe arts, sciences, media, law, government, adshbusiness, etc.
(Genesis 1:26-28, 22:18, Deuteronomy 4:5-8, 30(1,1aRd Colossians 1:18b).

The Bible is the inspired, infallible, powerful, @authoritative Word of God (John 17:17, 2 Timo8¥6-17). It represents
a comprehensive worldview, revealing God's trutlaltgpeoples about the nature of ultimate reatit source of evil, the
origin and nature of the physical universe, the mmgpand purpose of human life and the goal obhys{Genesis 1:1, Co-
lossians 1:15-18). Christ's disciples must havé theds renewed by actively putting off false wivilews - distortions of
the truth used by Satan to enslave individualsraaitns - and be transformed by the Biblical worew (Matthew 22:37,

Romans 1:18-23, 12:2, 2 Corinthians 10:3-5, CotossP:6-8, and 1 Peter 1:13).

God is Lord of all, and therefore, His redemptiem@ern is comprehensive - seeking to bring healimd) restoration to "all
things" by means of Christ's blood shed on thesxc(@enesis 1:31a, Romans 8:18-23, Colossians NL9FAe Kingdom of
God advances to the extent that local churchesate®od's comprehensive, redemptive concern fomthae of creation
(Matthew 4:23, Luke 4:18-21). Therefore, the miyisdf the church must be holistic - encompassirgy whole person
(spiritual, physical, and social), and all of thedtationships (with God, with others, and with #revironment, Genesis 1:26-
28). The answers to these questions should seigireda for the local church: What would our towskléke if Christ were
mayor? What would our nation look like if Christ eresident?

Empower through acknowledgement of ministry gif)ing, and service:

"Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you sewen of good reputation, full of the Holy Spiritdawisdom, whom we
may appoint over this business; but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word ...and when
they had prayed, they laid hands on them. Themthd of God spread, and the number of the disciplekiplied greatly in
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests wemientido the faith." (Acts 6:3-7)

"Of the increase of His government and peace tivédkde no end, upon the throne of David and ovesr kingdom, to order
it and establish it with judgment and justice frtmat time forward even forever." Isaiah 9:7

"And let us consider how we may spur one anotheilowards love and good deeds. Let us not give ugtingetogether, as
some are in the habit of doing, but let us encaai@ge another - and all the more as you see thepapaching." Hebrews
10:24-25 NIV

Please remember members of the Abbott CoalitioneGouent Ministry www.liberal.org.au/our-team

The Labor party Shadow Ministry www.alp.org.au/shadowministry
Also pray for the Australian Federal Police www.afp.gov.au
Adopt a Politician to pray for www.transformingsydney.org/TSAdoptASenatorMP.html
Parliament of Australia www.aph.gov.au

Parliament of NSW www.parliament.nsw.gov.au

Parliament of Victoria www.parliament.vic.gov.au

Parliament of South Australia www.parliament.sa.gov.au

Parliament of Tasmania www.parliament.tas.gov.au

Parliament of Western Australia www.parliament.wa.gov.au

Queensland Parliament www.parliament.gld.gov.au

Northern Territory Parliament www.nt.gov.au

ACT Government www.act.gov.au

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Daily Prayer Calendar for March - Government & Military

By Lilian Schmid,www.tendomains.org www.transformingsydney.org

Every year we dedicate the whole month of Marciprayer for Government and the Military.

In 2014 the Lord put in our hearts to start inities: “Adopt a Senator” and “Adopt an MP”. Choose dederal MP (House

of Representatives) and One Senator to pray fdr dag. For more information click on the TransfanmBSydney website
www.transformingsydney.org/TSPrayerCalendar.html& www.transformingsydney.org/TSAdoptASenatorMP.html

Praying for our Government

[Reproduced from 'PRAYING IN VICTORY"' ISBN 09747168 ©1993-2013
Carol A (Hon) Kononova prayinginvictory.com and yirggscriptures.com.]

1 1Tim2:1 Heavenly Father, | give thanks for gavernment.

2 1Tim2:2 | pray for all men and women havinghawity over us in any way.

3 Pro 1:23 Pour out Your Spirit upon them and méger Word known to them.

4 Ps 25:21 Cause them to be men and women of iitytegipedient concerning us,
5 1Tim2:2 that we may lead a quiet and peacddblén all godliness and honesty.
6 Pro 2:10 Let wisdom enter their hearts, andewvkedge be pleasant to them.

7 Pro 2:11 Let discretion preserve them and unaleditg keep them,

8 Pro 2:12 to deliver them from the way of evil dran evil men.

9 Ps1:1 Make their hearts and ears attentive déygmunsel,

10 2 Chr20:32 doing what is right in your sight.

11  Pro2:21 Let the upright dwell in our government

12 Heb 12:27 Cause there to be a shaking in alkare

13 Pro2:21 Let those complete and blameless b&fowestay.

14 Pro 2:22 and cut off the wicked. Let the unfaitthve rooted out.

15 1Cor45 Bring to light what is hidden in dagks, and expose the secret aims of the hearts.
16 Rev 2:5 Let this nation remember from where thaye fallen,

17 Rev25 repenting, and returning to doing thest works,

18 1 Chr22:19 setting their hearts and their stmugeek the Lord,

19 2Chr7:14 humbling themselves, praying, anditigy from their wicked ways.

20 2Chr7:14 Then hear them, O Lord, and forgnegrtsins and heal our land.

21 Acts 26:18 Open their eyes and turn them frorkrass to light.

22 Heb 3:13 Soften the hearts that are hardeneddhrthe deceitfulness of sin.

23  Ps 107:20 Deliver them from their destructions.

24 2 Pet3:9 Father, You have been longsufferingid us,

25 2Pet39 not willing that any should perish, that all should come to repentance.
26 Isa 49:22 Raise up a standard in this nation.

27 Zec10:1 Cause the rains of Your Spirit to fltloid land

28 Hab 3:2 and revive Your work in the midst of us.

29 Isab59:16 Raise up intercessors for this nation

30 2 Cor10:4 to pull down strongholds over thigda

31 Isa 405 And let the glory of the Lord be reeeil

Praying for our Defence Force:

Psalm 91 describes the security of the one whdastinghe Lord. Not only was it prayed by the pdatrthousands of years
ago, but by countless men and women throughoudriigtor example, during World War |, the 91st Bidg of the Army
prayed Psalm 91 together every day. Although thesevengaged in three of the bloodiest battlesemihr, these soldiers
had no combat-related casualties. Not becauseafgage was a good luck charm or mantra, but beGuae word has
power. When we pray His word, we are paving the feayis grace, power and protection to come inlwas and the
lives of those we intercede for.

As Hebrews 4:12 say¥he word of God is living and powerfufjowerful because all the power of God's inhenattire
stands behind His word.

Pray for our military men and women who are stigvia do what is right for this country, also that mational leaders are
sending them out on a task that is from God. Thathiat we have to pray for: that there is a plad,taat that plan is God's
plan. So bless them with your prayers.
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