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From the National Coordinators
Dear friends,
This month we focus on Charity and NFPs. The stories are inspirational and may cause you to feel as
though they are asking for contributions from you . I sincerely hope that we all contribute our funds and
other resources to these and the many other organisations and individuals who are working in Christ’s
vineyard to improve the spiritual and physical situation of people across the world. However, I urge you to
seek God first before you give that which God has loaned to you, for nothing belongs to us, and it is
respectful and proof of our love for Him to ask the King of His opinion as to where and how He wants you
to contribute. Nonetheless, “God loves a cheerful giver. ” (cf. 2 Corinthians 9:7)

Transforming Sydney will Never Ask for Donations
Eh what’s this?
Many of you know by now that TS will never ask for donations. When writing the constitution
for TS’ incorporation, I sensed the Holy Spirit impressing on me mightily that TS was to
break the cycle of money-go-round that many movements and non-works based ministries
are under. Thus it is written into our constitution “The committee and members are not
permitted to solicit donations for the Association”.
That is not say that we can’t accept donations; “but the Association may accept donations if
they are freely offered without solicitation and without any expectations. The privacy of all
donors will be respected by the Association and their names will not be mentioned publicly
or published in any form.” If the Spirit leads people to assist us financially, we can accept so long as there
is an understanding that we will never acknowledge them publicly, i.e. it is between us and them and God.
Having said that, we generally suggest to those who have offered donations in the past that they should
give them to one of the many ministries or organisations that are doing excellent works as part of their
mission, a few of which are included in this newsletter.
Praise to our Father in heaven, He provides for the needs of TS according to His riches. Amen!
Grace and peace,
Bjorn Schmid, Public Officer for Transforming Sydney
prayerstrategy.org businesswomenhealingministry.org transformingsydney.org

Hear their voices: September 2016 E-newsletter

Hear their Voices
Do you love reading inspiring stories of Christians who have triumphed through persecution? What if you
could listen to them? Now you can with VOM Radio. Find the best
interview excerpts to give you a taste on SoundCloud now.
Go to https://soundcloud.com/voice-of-the-martyrs-aus

Photocopy Bible Evangelist
Peter loved sharing the Word of God from his ‘photocopy Bible’.
He boldly proclaimed the Gospel from this well-used copy of the
Vietnamese Bible and many people became believers. But one
day, Peter had his photocopy Bible taken away from him. More at
https://vom.com.au/photocopy-bible-evangelist/

Thank you for helping us send Bibles into North Korea
Our youth initiative, Thirteen Three, is very excited to announce
that over 1,400 Bibles have been sent to North Korea [by balloon
launches!] Read our latest report and join us in prayer as we aim
to send 3,600 Bibles this year! Read the report at https://vom.com.au/1800-bibles-land-north-korea/
Voice of the Martyrs, PO Box 250 Lawson NSW 2783 Australia - 02 4759 7000 - www.vom.com.au
Copyright © Voice of the Martyrs
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The Top 5 Charity Essentials
McCrindle Research
The not-for-profit sector in Australia is at the very heart of our community and shapes and facilitates the values and
spirit of our nation. From organisations that provide care and assistance to our nation’s most vulnerable, to those
dedicated to providing aid and development overseas, to those who provide animal welfare, promote environmental
causes, administer social welfare, and create community and belonging for Australians, the not-for-profit sector has
an immeasurable impact on our society.
At McCrindle we conduct comprehensive research for many not-for-profit organisations. In these times of significant
demographic growth, intergenerational transitions, rapid technological advancements and social change, the not-forprofit sector is faced with significant challenges in engaging with the new generations of supporters, identifying the
most effective communication mediums and messages, understanding brand engagement and retention journeys of
supporters and shaping a culture internally and externally to attract, engage and retain staff.
These trends are impacting the entire sector, and our Australian Community Trends research study provides the
opportunity for the sector as a whole to gain an understanding of the changes and practical strategies to respond.
The Australian Community Trends Report study in 2015 found the top 5 charity essentials for organisations to follow
as highlighted by Australian charitable givers.

Transparency of admin costs
Supporters of charitable organisations are becoming increasingly wary about the percentage of their donation that
goes straight into administration for the organisation. Organisations that are more upfront about what this amount is
and can explain why it is necessary are preferred by supporters.

Reporting specific impacts and results
The best gift you can give your supporters is telling them the impact of their donation and what it has done.
Charitable givers appreciate seeing the direct result of their giving and seeing the difference it has made.

Where donations are allocated
Charitable givers want transparency from the organisations they support on where donations are allocated and
where each dollar goes. Showing the work that is done and where it is done is key for charitable givers.

Amount raised from appeals
Transparency of financial statements including sharing the amount raised from appeals is an important item for
supporters to have access to. Having this data available and accessible, perhaps on your website helps to build trust
with your current and potential supporters.

Details of executives/governance
Sharing the who’s who of the organisation is more important than you may think for charitable givers. Your current
and potential supporters want to have access to be able to find out who your key leaders are so they can be sure the
organisation is in good hands.

The Australian Communities Forum 2016
McCrindle Research are holding an event for the not-for-profit sector and those working in community focused
businesses. On Thursday 13th October 2016 at Customs House, the Australian Communities Forum will
showcase the results of the Australian Community Trends 2016 report and the key demographic and social trends
transforming Australian communities, and how organisations can best engage in these changing times.
Register at http://australiancommunities.com.au/
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Partnering with a Charity and Unlocking the Kingdom
By Steve Everist, Minister of Pittwater Uniting Church, Warriewood, Sydney - www.pittwaterchurch.org

This lovely group of Zimbabweans are a special part of our church family, and without them we would be
very much the poorer. Fifteen years ago a member of our congregation; Martin Barrow (tall pale guy in the
back row left of centre), departed Sydney’s Northern beaches to serve God’s people in Africa and today
he overseas “Our Neighbours” a vital cog in God’s ministry of love to the poorest of the poor in the city of
Bulawayo. Since the very beginning we sensed God calling us to partner with “Our Neighbours” and the
challenge of stretching our understanding of serving the kingdom across to the other side of the globe has
been a truly dynamic and life giving experience for our church.
For example; five years ago God called us to launch a health and fitness ministry with a sports centre and
group training gym. If that wasn’t enough of a challenge God placed on our hearts that any profits from
the gym was to go to “Our Neighbours” and so clients who joined our Gym become instant “Our
Neighbours” supporters. We have seen very clearly the “seek first the kingdom of God’ principle as the
gym ministry grew from 30 clients to 300 in five years and we have been so blessed to see very
significant money channelled from the gym into the care of our extended African family.
As our partnership with “Our Neighbours” has developed we have discovered that there are many benefits
for both church and charity. For example the partnership has helped to keep our hearts soft and our
vision outwardly focussed, which in today’s culture is a bit of a miracle. It has also given us a deeper
understanding of God’s generosity. We have discovered that sending mission teams to Zimbabwe
significantly grows people’s faith and cements the relational connection between the church and charity.
We do believe that this kind of personal organic relationship has so many more mutual benefits than
simply collecting money for a worthy organisation. It is also wonderful to know that our partnership has
been deeply helpful and valued by both Martin and “Our Neighbours”.

Short history of “Our Neighbours”
“Our Neighbours” has been growing steadily in size
and scope over the last 15 years and evolving through
an organic, God driven and heavily relational process.
It has centred on people and networks confronting
human need in Bulawayo, seeking Gods direction,
bringing people together and beginning projects that

meet those needs. The central guiding vision has
been to lovingly engage with the poorest of the
poor.
The ministry began with a food and medical aid
ministry called “Hearts of Love” that remains a
central pillar of “Our Neighbours” and is based in
the Bulawayo Baptist Church.
(continued next page)
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Partnering and Unlocking the Kingdom (...continued)
The team also visits squatter settlements on the
outskirts of Bulawayo bringing encouragement and
ministry to the poorest of the poor as well as medical
support to the sick, especially those suffering from
HIV.
Then Martin and the team began to be confronted
by the plight of abandoned babies living in terrible
conditions in a hospital ward, which through prayer
and networking lead to Isaiah’s home of love which
our church was totally blessed raise enough money
to purchase the house.
Next the team was confronted with the question of
where the children would live who are not adopted
or reconnected with family, which through prayer
and networking lead to the establishment of three
“Forever Homes” in which children are adopted into
a family. Next the team was confronted with the
plight of homeless teenagers living on the streets,
which through prayer and networking leads to the
establishment of North-End boy’s home.
Having found them somewhere to live, and realising
that there are many other children with little or no
education, the team developed through prayer and
networking a school called Lighthouse Christian
Academy, dedicated to filling in the educational
holes of disadvantaged children.
Sometime during all this, Martin’s Zimbabwean wife;
Mercy, began partnering with people like the
woman’s ministry of our church to create a support
ministry for girls so they can continue their education
(Esandleni Sothando). After more prayer and
networking;
Our
Neighbours
is
currently
considering taking over and redeveloping another
baby’s home/school called Children of Grace.
In the centre of all this development is Martin,
whose gift for relationship building, sensitive
diplomacy, delegating and developing leadership,
multi-tasking, management and his open heart
towards what God would have them do have
contributed to the impressive outcomes of this
ministry. We believe that Martins commitment to long term ministry has been a significant contributor to
the continuing growth of “Our Neighbours”.
As you can see “Our Neighbours” has grown to include a rich variety of ministries lead by close to 40 staff.
This is not a simple ministry anymore. The scope and cost of what they do is considerable and the
management burden is significant. It is for this reason that “Our Neighbours” has partnered with the
Australian NGO; Global Development Group, to assist the ministry with the increasing complexities of
management and funding.
For more information see www.ourneighbours.org
Copyright 2016 Prayer Strategy for the Spheres of Influence - prayerstrategy.org
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With Wings as Eagles
Our Mission Statement
With Wings as Eagles is a non- profit Christian Ministry
whose focus is docility to the Holy Spirit.
Proverbs 9:10 ~ the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom
The Holy Spirit then, empowers us to create:
Unique, visionary and exciting concepts.
Inspiring lifestyle products that radiate the essence of God as an Eagle, whose
character we strive to emulate.
We want to ~ "attempt to do something so great, that it is doomed to failure
unless God be in it!" (John Edmund Haggai)
More than ever before, the world is crying out for God to be visibly present and relative to them in a way
that they can connect with! For some answer that has the "Yes" factor in it.
"Give me a lever long enough and a fulcrum on which to place it,
and I shall move the world." - Archimedes
The eagle is that pivotal point and image.
It has the "Yes" factor leverage in the marketplace because of it's
nature, to do exactly that ...to move the world !
The whole world respects eagles!
Eagles encapsulate the highest
aspirations of the human spirit.
The image of the Eagle signposts
a new, strategic and panoramic
way forward for us all.
These polo shirts and baseball
caps are just the beginning! Our
vision is to manifest a highly attractive, contemporary witness to the
glory of God amongst the population (see our Website). In the
Gospel we are exhorted: "Stay dressed for action and keep your
lamps burning" Luke 12:35
These unique products are a visible and subliminal way of communicating the powerful Word of God,
when the spoken word would fall on deaf or insensitive ears. Mark 4:14 "The sower sows the Word."
Our core Scripture is: Isaiah 40:31. " Those who wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength, they
shall mount up with Wings as Eagles; they shall run, and not get weary; the shall walk, and not faint"
More quality Christian lifestyle products and initiatives are in the pipeline, e.g. optional ~ POWER ~
activation module and... an exciting new Scriptural polo shirt called, "The Shirt of Destiny"
With Wings as Eagles believes that.... The Mission is more important than the money! Our policy is to use
premium quality materials and give value plus for money.
Details: Helen & Brian Millgate 72 Moondarra Drive Berwick 3806. 03 8768 9594 * 0466056209
Email withwingaseagles@yahoo.com
Facebook link: www.facebook.com/withwingsaseagles/
WEBSITE: www.withwingsaseagles.com.au (continually being updated)
We pray that you will receive a blessing from what you have read.
We pray that
“You will always hear the laughter of Heaven and dance in the light of His love!“
Copyright 2016 Prayer Strategy for the Spheres of Influence - prayerstrategy.org
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Figure 1 Operation Christmas Child is a project
of Samaritan's Purse.

Figure 2 Soeyka is among 30 children in her village learning
about following Jesus through The Greatest Journey.

“Let my heart be broken with the things that break the heart of God…”
Since 1996, Samaritan’s Purse Australia and New Zealand has supplied over 3,700,876 shoeboxes
filled with gifts to children who may never have received a gift in their lives. What a joy for the receivers
and, of course, the givers.
More recently, many children who receive shoeboxes are also invited to attend The Greatest Journey
(TGJ), a 12-week discipleship program that teaches them about Jesus and the Christian faith. It is thrilling
to note that a majority of students finish the course and approximately 30% accept Jesus as their Saviour.
This has led us to build churches and train leaders.
In the early 2000s, Samaritan’s Purse started development projects so we could meet the physical,
emotional, economic and spiritual needs of victims of war, famine, natural disaster, poverty and disease
with the aim of demonstrating God’s love and sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ.
These projects have provided education, health and nutrition services, clean water and sanitation,
assistance for people at risk, and animals and agriculture livelihoods.
More recently, we have resourced a Disaster Relief program where we respond to domestic and
international disasters and help people to rebuild their lives.
Because of the gift of an Operation Christmas Child shoebox this is what happens around the world:
Every Minute:
19 children receive a Gospel presentation

Every Day:
8835 children receive a Gospel presentation.

5 children enrol in the TGJ course

2325 children enrol in the TGJ course.

4 children complete the TGJ course

1860 children complete the TGJ course.

2 children make a decision to follow Christ

930 children make a decision to follow Christ.

To find out more about and Operation Christmas Child as a project of Samaritan’s Purse and details of a
competition to win a trip to see the amazing impact of shoeboxes being delivered, go to
samaritanspurse.org.au
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Baptist World Aid Australia
From Samara Linehan, Communications Coordinator - www.baptistworldaid.org.au

Below are some specific and current prayer needs in our organisation:
• Please pray for Baptist World Aid project communities in East Kenya. Our Christian partner, Anglican

Development Services Eastern, has recently reported that the region’s rainy season, this year, has
been more erratic than usual. Across its working area, crops have been failing due to inconsistent
rainfall. Traditionally, August – November are the driest months in East Kenya, so please ask God to
grant the region sufficient rain. And pray that he would give our field workers (and the communities
they work with) the wisdom to know how to prepare for the potentially difficult season ahead.
• Please pray for Baptist World Aid’s Christian partners and their field staff in Bangladesh amid ongoing

security concerns. There is a possibility of further terrorist attacks in the country and Faith-based
organisations and Christian schools have been threatened. Please ask that God would protect our
friends in Bangladesh as they carry out their important work.

Anne's incredible story
This is a story about a girl named Anne.
A girl named Anne who lives in Uganda, with her
mother, her father, and her 8 brothers and sisters.
Anne is 13 years old. Like other little girls her age,
Anne goes to school and likes to play with her friends
who live in nearby communities.
But for Anne, it’s incredible that she can do these
things at all.
Not too long ago, Anne’s family lived together in a
tiny house, no bigger than your living room. Every
day was a constant struggle. And life was hard.
Anne's community was not safe for children to grow
up in – there was always a risk of being attacked.
The use of child labour was rife, and child marriage
was a common practice.
The future for children like Anne was uncertain at
best. But that was before our Christian partner, SAO
Uganda, started working in her community.
Now Anne and three of her sisters are sponsored by
Baptist World Aid supporters in Australia. And,
through the program, her parents have received
farming training.
Anne’s parents have always been farmers. But,
before, their harvest was small and they made no
money at all. They could not even afford to let two of
Anne’s older brothers and sisters finish their
schooling. It broke their hearts.

But since their training, Anne's parents have
increased their crop yield and they have learned how
to keep chickens and other livestock.
Now Anne’s parents have enough money to send not
just Anne, but all of their young children to school.
They have even built Anne and her brothers and
sisters a bigger, stronger family home for them to live
in!
Anne's parents have achieved these things with hard
work, the help of our Child Sponsorship program and
the support of Australians, like you, who sponsor.
And now Anne's community is safer too!
Child labour, child marriage and child abuse are no
longer the common problems they once were, thanks
to community education and the formation of a Child
Protection Committee (both of which were also
funded through our Child Sponsorship program!)
Now Anne doesn't worry about getting married at just
13 years old. And she doesn't go to work – she goes
to school!
Because her community is safer, Anne can visit her
friends in neighbouring villages and play with them –
just like other little girls her age.
Anne's story is incredible.
Be part of an incredible story like Anne's. Sponsor a
child today!
baptistworldaid.org.au/belovesponsorship
(more next page)
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The following passage is adapted from Chapters 2 & 3 of The Single Thing That Can Change the
World, the new discipleship series from Baptist World Aid Australia. The series launched on
Sunday 24 July 2016 in Baptist Churches around the country.

Love in an Age of Narcissism
From ‘The Single Thing That Can Change the World’, by Rev. Scott Higgins.
A central tenet of the consumer culture in which we
live is that by getting more possessions and more
experiences we will get more satisfaction. And so we
invest our time, our energy and our wealth not in
loving our neighbour but in acquiring more
possessions and more experiences for ourselves.
If we are to become people who lead lives of love for
God and others we need to carve out an alternate
way of being.
For Christians, an alternate spirituality must begin
with the recognition that the centre of reality is a God
of generous love and that we are created to image
this God to one another. In light of this, we will seek
to shape our lives around love for God and neighbour
rather than mere experiential satisfaction. A lovebased spirituality does not simply add random acts of
kindness to a lifestyle that is otherwise self-absorbed.
Rather, we will see our careers, our consumption, our
use of time, and our spending of our money as
opportunities to enjoy the generous love that God has
for us and to serve others.
We will see that our call to love extends beyond the
circle of our family and friends, that we are not simply
called to avoid harming others but that we are called
to do good to them. Where people do not know
themselves to be loved by God, we will bring the
news of Jesus. Where people are excluded, exploited
and oppressed, we will seek to build communities in
which they are welcomed and included. Where
people are broken and wounded we will seek to help
them find healing.
In 2008 a young Australian woman, Hailey
Bartholomew, found that she wasn't enjoying life. She
described herself as feeling lost and stuck on a
treadmill. It was almost inexplicable. She was married
to a man she loved and had beautiful children who
held her heart. So why was she feeling so down
about her life?
Hailey sought the counsel of a nun, who advised her
to spend time each day reflecting on something for
which she was grateful. Hailey began a project called

“365 Grateful”. Every day she took a photograph of
something for which she was grateful. It changed her
life, for it allowed her to see things she had never
noticed. Hailey had always thought of her husband as
unromantic. One day she took a picture of him
serving up dinner, the thing which she was grateful
for that day. She noticed for the first time that the
largest portion of pie was placed on her plate. She
realised that the largest portion was always placed on
her plate and that this was one small but profound
way her husband showed his care for her. Hailey had
found mothering a “boring job”, but as she took
photos of her children holding out their hands to her,
playing and exploring, she discovered how much joy
and wonder there was in her world. Through the art
of gratitude Hailey found herself lifted out of her rut
and celebrating life.
Scripture is filled with injunctions to give thanks to
God for the good things in our lives. This is not
because God needs our praises but because we
need to give God our praise and thanks. Gratitude
causes us to slow down and appreciate the many
good things in our lives; relieves us of the notion that
they are the results of our own hard work; and
liberates us from the consumerist illusion that we
don’t have enough. It enables us to recognise that
the good things we have in our life often come to us
as a gift from others and from God and engenders
within us a sense that just as we have been blessed
by God and others, so we want to bless others.
Gratitude is one of the most significant resources for
lifting us out of narcissism and into generous love.
If your church is not taking part in this series,
then why not use it to inform your own daily
devotionals?
Scott’s insightful, theological study of what it
means to be generous will challenge you to grow
your concept of generosity. Discover afresh
God’s generous love for you! Get The Single
Thing That Can Change the World at:
baptistworldaid.org.au/TheSingleThing.
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Prosperity versus Spirituality
Posted on 8 September 2016 by Dr. John Yates - http://cross-connect.net.au/prosperity-versus-spirituality/

Personal Matters
Last week I was in Bandung Indonesia for an
Asian Christian leadership conference. This Christ
-centred event raised more sharply than ever the
question of whether a spiritually mature Church
can ever exist in a materially affluent culture.
For instance, an elderly South Korean related how
after two major wars Korea was one of the
poorest nations on earth, then the people started
to cry out to God and experienced both economic
and spiritual miracles. Today Protestant
Christians are easily the most highly educated
and professional group in the country. But in
recent years there have been subject to public
scandals a marked decline in prayerfulness and
the nation’s youth are turning away from the
Church in droves.
What surprised me in Indonesia was listening to
speakers from a wide range of nations bemoaning
deviations that are becoming normal part of
church life. In Thailand for instance a leader is
more likely to be chosen for strategic reasons
than because he/she is a person of character. All
the sins of the Western Church I have been
speaking against for
In Thailand for
decades seem to be
instance a leader is infiltrating the “two
more likely to be
thirds world”.

$

chosen for strategic
One Puritan famously
reasons than
because he/she is a said of the early
person of character American experience;

“Religion
begat
prosperity and the daughter devoured the
mother.” Is this situation inevitable? It certainly
seems to be usual in scripture.

Fat Believers
Moses explained that the wilderness experience
of Israel was a fatherly test so that in the land of
promise they might not say; “‘My power and the
might of my hand have gotten me this
wealth.’” (Deut 8:5, 17). But he also prophesied,
““Israel soon became fat and unruly; the people
grew heavy, plump, and stuffed! Then they
abandoned the God who had made them...” (Deut
32:15). Throughout the history of God’s old
covenant people physical prosperity is repeatedly

followed by spiritual ruin. For instance the
megarich Solomon, unlike his father David, led
Israel into idolatry (1 Ki 11:4).
Whilst the New Testament covers a short span of
time we see the same problems surfacing. Paul
warns, “in the last days...people will be lovers of
self, lovers of money...lovers of pleasure rather
than lovers of God, having the appearance of
godliness, but denying its power (2 Tim 3:1ff.).
These are our days and Christ warned a Church
like our own; “For you say, I am rich, I have
prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that
you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and
naked” (Rev 3:16).
Few Australian Christians
find material prosperity a
block to their spiritual
maturity because the
creature comforts of our
capitalist culture long ago
got the upper hand. We
are possessed by our
possessions.

$

The creature
comforts of our
capitalist culture
long ago got the
upper hand. We
are possessed by
our possessions.

Ownership
Contrast this with the testimony of the Early
Church; “those who believed were of one heart
and soul, and no one said that any of the things
that belonged to him was his own, but they had
everything in common...There was not a needy
person among them, for as many as were owners
of lands or houses sold them...and it was
distributed to each as any had need.” (Acts 4: 32,
34-35). Living as the family of God the first
Christians laid aside their legal rights of ownership
so as to better care for each other. In the light of
Christ they knew everything a Christian has is a
gift from God and presents an opportunity to give
to others. E.g. “Let the thief no longer steal, but
rather let him labour, doing honest work with his
own hands, so that he may have something to
share with anyone in need.” (Eph 4:28).
I can’t think of many local believers whose
primary motivation for working is to give to others.
If you are an exception it can only be because you
have had an exceptional revelation of the gospel.
(continued next page)
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Prosperity versus Spirituality (...continued)
Christ the Key
The Bible upholds the super-generosity of God in
Christ; “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might
become rich.” (2 Cor 8:9).
In heaven Jesus was full of the riches of the love
of his Father, but sensing a lost humanity in great
spiritual, moral and physical pain he was moved
to empty himself and enter our sphere of suffering
(Phil 2:7-8). The absolute impoverishment of the
cross launched Jesus
into the resurrection as
How rare is it to
the restorer of all God
hear folk praying for planned for us to enjoy
spiritual power to
in the beginning (John
lay down their lives
1:16).

for others like Christ
Christ’s emptiness has
did. Such prayers
becomes fullness for
would be answered! us (Col 2:9-10).
This measure of love
alone can heal the selfish possessive
individualism which grips the culture of Western
Christianity. Jesus gave up everything for us that
we might give up everything for him, and for
others. Such sacrifice is the essence of
Christianity; “By this we know love, that he laid
down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our
lives for the brothers.” (1 John 3:16).
Many Christians are praying for the power of the
Spirit to [see] signs, wonders and live a more
prosperous life. Yet how rare is it to hear folk
praying for spiritual power to lay down their lives
for others like Christ did. Such prayers would be
answered! Whilst most believers would affirm
what I have said above hedonism still reigns
among us. When I asked the Lord for a solution to
this problem he gave me a concrete reply.

Spiritual Exceptions
The “Clapham sect” was a group which combined
affluence with extreme Christian commitment.
Gathered around William Wilberforce this wealthy
influential group were moved by the sufferings of
slaves to give unreservedly of their resources to
alleviate suffering. These men and women truly

knew the Spirit’s power because he enabled them
to be sensitive to Christ’s sensitivity to the pains
of others.
This empathy is exactly what is lacking in the
affluent Australian Church of today. It is the
“fellowship of sufferings” that alone can enable us
to live as exceptions to our greedy culture (Phil
3:10). The cross teaches that the one thing more
powerful than personal pleasure is a love that
feels the pain of others. Material prosperity and
spiritual maturity can exist together wherever the
followers of Jesus are willing to be brought in
touch with the sufferings of lost humanity. It’s as
simple, and as hard, as that.

Conclusion
The history of humanity’s quest for affluence is
predictable but not inevitable. The enticements of
the delights of Eden overpowered any awareness
of the pain sin would cause God (Gen 3:6).
Canaan was a new Eden whose worldly
temptations proved as irresistible as the Garden.
Contemporary Australia too is an “Eden” where
most believers choose possessions and sensory
experiences, especially the emotional one they
have in Church, over the pure but painful love of
God! This can change if we ask the Holy Spirit to
give us a deeper
If we ask the Holy
identification
with
Spirit to give us a
love’s sensitivity to
deeper identification
the pain of others
with
love’s sensitivity
expressed
in
the
to the pain of others
cross. The fruit of
expressed in the
such prayer will surely
cross.
The fruit of
be the highly unusual
combination
of
such prayer will
material
prosperity
surely be the highly
and spiritual maturity.
unusual combination
Do
not
however of material prosperity
expect such a form of and spiritual maturity
life to be appreciated
by the wider society or the dominant culture of the
Church. Those who follow in this way of Christ will
experience the power of the Spirit, but they will
also be labelled, like the godly of old were, as
another extreme Christian “Sect”.
But haven’t we had enough of “normality”??

“So don’t worry and don’t keep saying, ‘What shall we eat, what shall we drink or what shall
we wear?! That is what pagans are always looking for; your Heavenly Father knows that you
need them all. Set your heart on the kingdom and his goodness, and all these things will come
to you as a matter of course.” Matthew 6:31-33 (J.B. Phillips)
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MEDIA RELEASE
15 September 2016

Brisbane asylum seeker now able to follow his dream thanks to
generosity of warm-hearted Aussie
Despite leaving the supportive environment of school, many refugee school leavers can hope for a
positive future thanks to Refugee Connect, a refugee organisation supporting almost 100 refugee
families across South East Queensland.
However, many school leavers, whose parents are seeking asylum here in Australia, will never have the
opportunity of following their dreams. Those students on a Bridging visa E or a Safe Haven Enterprise
Visa will not have access to any government assistance to further their education after leaving high
school. If they wish to go on to higher education either at TAFE or University they will be charged the fees
that an international student would pay. To these students, furthering their education to enable them to
get good jobs is proving to be an impossible dream. The parents rely on their children to obtain a good
education and enhance their employment prospects that will provide them with a reasonable quality of life.
Without any prospects of furthering their education, these students and their families will remain a burden
on our welfare and health system. Current government policy is that no person arriving by boat will ever
be granted permanent residency or citizenship. Which means that many of these young people will never
be have the same opportunity to be educated that our citizens have come to expect and see as their right.
A Student Financial Assistance program is run by Refugee Connect to enable many of these students to
further their education through sponsorships. Refugee Connect currently has a number of school leavers
who will be requiring an educational sponsorship in 2017.
Refugee Connect CEO Ken Myers said that long –term support for refugees and people seeking asylum is
offered to assist them to become integrated into the wider community.
“Our goal is to enable Aussies and refugees to understand each other’s worlds,” said Mr Myers, who has
been providing English language support to some 20 refugee families in the south side of Brisbane
“These young school leavers will make a positive contribution to our Australian community but without the
assistance from organisations such as Refugee Connect, they will not be given the opportunity to do so,”
he said.
“One young man is about to begin a Nursing diploma at Armidale University – this has only been possible
with the generous support from a sponsor who has offered to pay for his fees.”
“Without our support many of our families would feel a lack of community engagement.”
Mr Myers said that while they have recently lost their headquarters Refugee Connect will continue to
provide the following services either at the Yeronga Community Centre or in refugee homes:
•

Adult English classes: Coming from Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Iran and other countries where English
is not spoken, it’s critical for these refugees to grasp at least a basic understanding of English.

•

Mum and bubs’ conversational English: Mums have the opportunity to

(continued next page)
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Refugee Connect MEDIA RELEASE 15-Sep-2016 (...continued)
also get English lessons, with children in tow, on another day.
•

Job search assistance: Arriving in a new country, most previous qualifications are not recognised in
Australia, so refugees need assistance writing resumes to get even a basic job to pay their way.

•

Homework support: Refugee high school and tertiary students often require help as they struggle
with English and don’t have support at home.

•

Assistance navigating Government communications: Everything from rental agreement forms and
bank information to immigration requirements and medical issues are foreign.

Mr Myers said that he is happy he has the opportunity to continue offering these services to the
community however hopes to at some stage find a new venue which can be donated for rent. We are
currently looking in the western districts of Brisbane for our new venue.
“What we do for the Brisbane refugee community is vital,” he said.
“The participants of these programs are gaining confidence to communicate more freely in the wider
community.”
Refugee Connect volunteer Jasley Schwarten has been visiting a Sri Lankan family for the past four
years and has noticed considerable improvement in their English and in the way they are settling into
the general community.
“The oldest girl is now in her second year of a university degree and it gives me such pleasure to see
her increased confidence and maturity.”
“Having fled for their lives, like so many of our young refugees this young woman still needs support
to negotiate Australian cultural references and the finer nuances of our language.”
“This is why the volunteers at Refugee Connect provide such a vital service for our refugee families.”
For more information visit www.refugeeconnect.org.au

About Ken and Rosalyn Myers
Ken and Rosalyn have been married for 35 years, they have two adult children and two
grandchildren. They have been ministering to refugees and people seeking asylum since 2009 and
have been homeland missionaries since 1998. Refugee Connect is a faith ministry and trust
completing in the Lord for the financial needs of the organisation.
Between them, they have 19 years of experience working with refugees. Ken and Ros founded
Helping Hands International Australia in 2000 and in 2015 the name was changed to Refugee
Connect to better reflect the work that God has called them to.
Interviews with Ken and Ros Myers are available on request
Media Contact
Ken Myers
Ph: 0421 076 306
Email: ken@refugeeconnect.org.au
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What is the Purpose of Your Church in Toowoomba?
Teaching Template for One Church in the City
By Rev. Dr Jeffry Camm

Introduction
The glittering Manhattan skyline looks good from a distance ~~~ but somewhere between these
skyscrapers in a section called Bowery, New York’s alcoholics spend their nights, sleeping out on the
concrete streets. For all of its splendour (from a distance) New York has become ungovernable, it’s just
too big, with too many people, all jammed into too small an area, with people being too uptight, trying to
live together.
Corinth in ancient Greece was likewise plagued ~~ it was like New York and Las Vegas combined, with
sailors, businessmen, and prostitutes, all working the streets.
The practical problems of being a Christian, in this urban jungle, is what Paul writes about in 1 & 2
Corinthians, from first-hand experience, having lived among the people of Corinth for 18 months.
As the preamble to this book says’ “Don’t look too closely” because things are not always what they
seem to be, when you look from a distance.
So Paul opens up Chapter 1 and writes to them, with first-hand knowledge and experience of the
congregation and their problems.
There are drugs, there is prostitution, there is pagan temple worship, people in secret societies, and
people who are homeless, living on the streets, sometimes without food or shelter.
This was a society, on a downward spiral into decay; just like in our societies today.
In fact there are many similarities between Corinth and Toowoomba.
• A city on a Hill;
• A Garden City;
• The Family City.
All very nice names from a distance, but when you look more closely you see all of the same issues that
were in Corinth; tourists, businessmen and prostitutes working the streets, secret societies, drugs,
pornography, domestic violence, homelessness, and people who don’t have enough food to eat.
Being a Christian in this environment is not easy, so Paul addresses the issues that he finds are not
acceptable within the Church. These are issues that do not glorify God, so we need to look carefully at
them, because they also apply to us right here today.
In 1 Cor. 1:10, Paul starts to discuss the issues in detail and he does not tread lightly around these issues
either. [New Living Bible Translation]:
“I beg you brothers (and sisters) to stop arguing among yourselves. Let there be real harmony, so that
there won’t be splits in the church. I plead with you to be; of one mind, united in thought, and united in
purpose.
Some of you claim to be “followers of Paul”, others “followers of Apollos”, whilst others claim to be
“followers of Peter”. There is even one group which claims that they alone, are the only “true followers of
Jesus Christ.”
Paul then makes an extraordinary statement:
By doing this you have broken the Body of Christ into many small pieces ~~~ (it is fractured and
cannot function properly).
Paul has a vision of the Body of Christ (the church) in Corinth as being a “spiritual vessel” which is filled
with the Holy Spirit and then it is poured out over the congregation, so they are blessed with spiritual gifts
to “do the work of the ministry”.
But because of divisions among them this spiritual vessel has crashed onto the floor and is broken into
many useless pieces. It is no longer a suitable vessel for the Holy Spirit to use.
So, as the different churches exist here in Toowoomba, we do not want to be accused of this; that we
have broken the body of Jesus Christ into many small pieces, which are no longer of any spiritual valiue.
NO! We have to become known as the “ONE CHURCH IN THE CITY”, made up of many pieces, but all
fitting neatly together.
(continued next page)
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What is the Purpose of Your Church in Toowoomba? (...continued)
This brings me to my first question.
Why was “your church” established in this city? Why has the Holy Spirit decided to establish “your church”
in this city?
The scriptures in Romans 8:28 (b) tells us that God call us (individually, and corporately) according to His
divine plan, and according to His divine purpose. So to be obedient to God, we must determine “what is
God’s divine plan and purpose” for “your church” in this city.
Unless you know this, you cannot be obedient to God’s calling on your life, (individually, or corporately)
and as a result there will be no peace in your heart(s).
The scriptures tell us that we have to be “of one mind”. For that to be achieved, we must all have the
“mind of Christ”.
We also have to have “the pure thoughts of Christ”, which means we need to be very sensitive to what the
Holy Spirit is saying to “the church in Toowoomba”, so that we align ourselves to the mind and thought
patterns of Jesus as well.
And finally we must have the “purpose of Christ”.
What was the purpose of Jesus Christ coming to earth?
He came to make a way for sinners to be made aware of their sins, but also to show them that there is a
solution to their problem, and that the blood of Jesus Christ will cleanse them from their sins and all of
their unrighteousness, and make them whole once again, but more importantly, it opens up an avenue for
us once again to come into the presence of the Father, through the sacrifice on the cross of Jesus Christ,
His son.
Once we get that revelation, we will be ready to do the tasks set out before us, “to Go ~~~ (outside of
our churches), ~~~ (into the streets and lanes)” and “to make DISCIPLES”.
I am also reminded by the Holy Spirit of the charge given by God to prophet Nehemiah, to go back to
Jerusalem and rebuild the City Walls.
God gave Nehemiah a very simple plan, on how to successfully complete this project.
Each family was to be responsible for constructing the piece of the wall immediately outside the front of
their houses. This may seem an easy thing to do, but it requires the following things to be considered.
• You had to discuss with the neighbour either side of you, which materials you were going to use, so
that the wall would be made of uniform materials.
• You had to decide how high and how thick the wall would be, so that it was of uniform
construction.
• You have to interleave the steel braces, so that the individual pieces of the wall would be
structurally interlocked together, to make a very strong wall to keep out the enemy.
So why am I talking about this wall? Well, the answer is simple. Like Nehemiah, we have to build the “one
church in the city”.
It is comprised of many church units, (just like the pieces of the wall) and each of the pieces have-to fit
properly together.
This means that churches have-to open up a dialogue. They have to learn to “talk to each other” so that all
of the pieces of the wall, all use God’s materials, according to God’s plan and purpose, so that the
ONE-CHURCH in the city (wall), gives glory and honour to Christ, and that the ONE CHURCH in the
city is a spiritual fortress of protection for all of the inhabitants within the city, both believer and
unbeliever alike.
This means that “your church” has to pray for the Holy Spirit to guide you, so that you link into the
churches who will be either side of you, as you all work together to build a church, where Jesus can
proclaim; “The gates of hell shall not prevail against it”.
We also have the entrance gates into the city. There are several of them and there has to be churches
appointed to be the guards at the entrance gates, to make sure that evil forces do not come into the city. If
you look on a map of Toowoomba there are several roads leading into the city from every direction. There
are also the “two railway gates” and the “two airport gates”, which need to be guarded.
In addition there are 9 high places around the city, which is where the evil forces meet to plot and counter(continued next page)
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What is the Purpose of Your Church in Toowoomba? (...continued)
attack any plan of God which will change Satan’s influence over this city. They have been allowed to
establish their forces there, because churches have not been delegated to take responsibility for
these high places, and fight the spiritual warfare battle, to keep these high places as holy places
before the Lord.
But alas, even if all of this was accomplished, there would still be holes in the spiritual walls around our
city, because not every church within the city agrees to belong to a “one church in the city” concept. They
want to be out there “in isolation”, “doing their own thing”. Is this scriptural? NO!
Jesus said in John Chapter 4 that there will come a time “and it now is” when people who come to
worship will come “in Spirit” and “in Truth”.
The “Spirit,” means the Holy Spirit, so if you are not teaching about him, and not allowing him to function
in your church, then you cannot claim to be following “the truth”, which is the word of God.
The truth is to clearly have all the churches within the city get involved in building the spiritual wall around
this city to protect its inhabitants.
Toowoomba is destined to become a “City of Refuge”, where everyone can come and seek God’s
protection, in the days of persecution which are up ahead of us.
This is the time of preparation, a time where Jesus, through the Holy Spirit is giving the intercessors and
the prophets, the strategies to layout the spiritual structures, for a successful defence against the enemy
attacks, which will increase over the coming months and years.
Paul clearly identifies sexual immorality as a major stumbling block within the Corinthian church and he
gives clear instructions how to deal with it, because the church leadership had failed to act and remove
this spiritual obstacle from within the church. Because of this, the church was not receiving all of the
bountiful blessings to which it was entitled.
The same applies within the Churches in Toowoomba. There has to be a “spiritual cleansing”. It can either
be done by the church leadership, or Jesus will do it Himself, and that definitely will be more painful.
Let us pray for this revelation to come very soon, so that your labours are not in vain.

Pray for Gospel for Asia's Medical Ministry (26-Sep-2016)
Thank you again for praying for Compassion Services this month! Today, we would like to highlight
praying for medical ministry, which is one aspect of Gospel for Asia-supported Compassion Services.
Easily avoidable diseases are still destroying lives throughout
Asia, which is why medical ministry is so important. Many
families in Asia are either unable to afford treatment or have
never been taught basic hygiene skills. Medical ministry is
strengthening communities by hosting medical camps for the
sick and by educating families on the importance of hygiene.
See ways you can pray for medical ministry in Asia on the
website.
“He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His
stripes we are healed.” — Isaiah 53:5
Thank you so much for your prayers. God bless you.
Sincerely,
Your friends at Gospel for Asia
P.S. In the wake of intensified flooding, 4,600 flood-affected families in Bihar, India, received relief
supplies through Gospel for Asia-supported Compassion Services teams. Read the report here
http://www.gospelforasia.org.au/news/articles/monsoon-rains-cause-floods-landslides-in-five-nations/
Contact Us: PO Box 3587 - Toowoomba QLD 4350 - 1300 889 339 - Find Us On Facebook
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Theology of the Body
Christopher West
Sydney Catholic Schools is proud to welcome internationally acclaimed educator, best-selling author,
cultural commentator and popular theologian, Christopher West.
Christopher will facilitate a two-day program that introduces participants to God’s plan for marriage and
human sexuality, through an exploration of Pope Saint John Paul II’s work; Man and Woman He Created
Them: A Theology of the Body.
Date:

20 - 21 October 2016

Time:

9.00am - 4.00pm. (Registration at 8.30am)

Venue:

WaterVieW, Bicentennial Park
(Bicentennial Drive, Sydney Olympic Park, Homebush)

Cost:

$150 per participant

Registration:

To register for this two day course, please contact Josephine Beccaris by email:
j.beccaris@syd.catholic.edu.au or phone: (02) 9568 8136

Accommodation:

Accommodation is not included. There are limited rooms available at the Centre.
Please contact Josephine Beccaris if you require accommodation

Further Information: Eva Tarchichi at eva.tarchichi@syd.catholic.edu.au
Focus Areas:

REDISCOVERING OUR TRUE HUMANITY
Considers the current cultural situation (inside and outside the Church) regarding questions on sexuality,
gender, marriage, and the family.

THE CREATION AND REDEMPTION OF THE BODY
Examines God’s original plan for man and woman, the effects of the fall on that plan, and the power of
Christ’s death and resurrection in people’s lives.

THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB
Explores Resurrection of the Body, envisaging heaven as the fulfillment of the divine plan for human
sexuality. This area also explores “celibacy for the Kingdom”, as a way of embracing the eternal marriage
of Christ and the Church, while here on earth.

THE “GREAT MYSTERY” OF MARRIAGE:
Examines the sacramentality of marriage in a world that questions sexual morality.
Christopher West is a renowned educator, best-selling author, cultural
commentator, and popular theologian who specialises in making the dense
scholarship of the late Pope Saint John Paul II’s Theology of the Body, accessible
to a wider audience. As founder of The Cor Project, he leads a global outreach
program devoted to cultural renewal through the “new evangelisation.” His
extensive lecturing, numerous books and articles, popular audio/video programs,
and multiple media appearances have helped spark an international groundswell
of interest in the late pope’s teaching across denominational lines.
West has been teaching graduate and undergraduate courses on the Theology of
the Body and sexual ethics since the late 1990s, having served on the faculty of
St. John Vianney Theological Seminary in Denver, the Institute for Priestly
Formation at Creighton University in Omaha, and as a visiting professor at the
John Paul II Institute in Melbourne, Australia. Since 2004, he has served as a
research fellow and faculty member of the Theology of the Body Institute near
Philadelphia. His courses there continue to draw clergy, religious, and lay people
form around the globe.
Christopher is proud to call himself a devoted husband and father. He lives near
Lancaster, Pennsylvania with his wife Wendy and their five children.
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Mission World Aid is Partnering with Clean Water 4 Life
By Andrew Lothian on behalf of Jenny Hagger
Mission World Aid began with a cry for aid from
Christians in war torn Mozambique reaching the ears
of Jenny Hagger. Against all odds Jenny sent the first
shipping container to gain entry into Mozambique after
their war ended in 1991. It arrived in Maforga on
Christmas Eve, and as the doors were opened, Jesus’
love poured out of the container into that war torn
country.
From the beginning MWA has been prayerfully
responding to the cry of the poor with the faith to
believe that the love of Jesus is the means to effect
change. For many years, love, prayer and diligence
has seen container after container reach its
destination. The strong connection with the
intercessory prayer teams at Australian House of
Prayer for All Nations in Aldgate, South Australia, is
undoubtedly behind such success. It grew from the
realisation that intercessory prayer must “put feet to its
faith.”
Over 20 years, more than 130 shipping containers
were sent to over 25 countries across the world.
Jenny Hagger, founder and director of Australian
House of Prayer for All Nations and Mission World
Aid, was awarded an AM in 2008 for her executive
direction of these ministries.
Early during this period, the Mission Shop was
established in Aldgate, South Australia to sell secondhand clothes and goods. The shop is run entirely by
volunteers five days a week and the surplus proceeds
are sent to partner missions overseas and in
Australia. Tens of thousands of dollars have been
sent to support these missions.
Mission World Aid was inspired by the Bible verse,
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat,
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed
clothes and you clothed me…Whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for
me.” Matthew 25:35-40
In 2012, the sending of containers ceased when the
large storage and packing shed that MWA used was
resumed by the electricity company who owned the
premises. MWA prayed for the next opening and it
was not long in coming.
Following the cessation of sending aid containers,
Mission World Aid was approached after Jenny met
Rick Rupp in the Solomon Islands in 2013 to support
the sinking of water wells and building of homes on
the Islands in the south Pacific. Clean Water 4 Life
believes it a matter of God’s justice that the people of
the islands of the Pacific, many of whom have been
suffering from drought in recent years, should have
what we take for granted as a basic necessity, fresh
clean drinking water.

Rick Rupp and Jenny Hagger
with map of the Solomon Islands.

The organisation, Clean Water 4 Life, imparts to
villagers the skills and equipment to drill their own
wells and to construct related infrastructure and
buildings. It empowers people to develop
sustainable businesses by utilising these skills to
assist other communities in need of drinking
water and buildings.
Since 2012, Clean Water 4 Life has provided well
drilling machines, several tractors, and a cement block
making machine. Local men have been trained in well
drilling and building construction. On the island of
Malaita, the local team has drilled over 30 village wells
since 2009. A new business has been established
making 6" & 8" concrete blocks and a two-storey
house for orphans and visitors has been constructed.
A drinking water system using elevated water tanks
and a solar pumping system has been installed and

Rick Rupp, founder of Clean Water 4 Life is a full time
prayer missionary from the International House of Prayer,
Kansas City (IHOPKC) but spends months putting feet to
his faith helping the poor and oppressed.

(continued next page)
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Mission World Aid is Partnering with Clean Water 4 Life (...continued)
the water supply extended to an adjoining village. A
metal roof and guttering were provided along with
rainwater tanks to collect runoff. Electrical wiring and a
generator provide power. Doctors and nurses have
visited for short-term missions.

Clean Water 4 Life is aiming to:
• Drill 25 more water wells
• Buy supplies and materials to build water
wells
• Hire a transport boat to go from island to
island
• Train people in each location to dig and
maintain clean water wells
• Provide health education to the locals on
clean drinking water

Historic moment. Never in the history of the Solomon Islands
has a tractor well machine gone to the remote islands without
roads to drill water wells. A miracle of God provided this
aluminium landing craft to transport our tractor drilling rig.

Clean Water 4 Life was established in 2008 by Rick
Rupp, an American who is the night watch ‘Dad’ at the
International House of Prayer in Kansas City. On his
first visit to the Solomons in 2008, God spoke to Rick.
He said, "Rick, if you help them build a bridge in the
natural, I will build a bridge in the Spirit and birth a
24/7 House of Prayer right here in the jungle village of
Fa'arau." Since that encounter, Rick has been
obedient to God's calling and a 24/7 HOP has been
established there.
Jesus said “...if anyone gives even a cup of cold
water to one of these little ones who is my
disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly
not lose their reward” Every well dug in the
natural is having a spiritual impact and is opening
up wells of salvation to entire villages.
The Fa’arau well drilling team is currently in the
Western Province of the Solomon Islands to provide
water wells for entire villages, schools, clinics, and
Churches. To sponsor a safe, clean drinking water

Joy & rejoicing after Clean Water 4 Life
provided this water well in a village.

well they urgently need funding for 25 more water
wells. Each donation of $2500 will sponsor one well.
Every water well includes a hand pumping system in
areas where there is no electricity.
Ways of partnering with Clean Water 4 Life include
providing Bibles and musical instruments, laptops,
mobile phones and MP3 players. Doctors and nurses
are welcome for short term missions. The overall need
is to cover the needs and financial support for projects
and for prayer for salvations.
Please watch a short video about this current ongoing
water well project for these people who are poor and
need water: https://youtu.be/qLnxmMvirxA
Tax deductible donations in Australia can be made
via Mission World Aid:
BSB: 105079 Account # 040615340
marked: Clean Water 4 Life
Further queries: Australian House of Prayer:
Phone: (08) 8370 1256
Email: prayaid@picknowl.com.au

Smiling children with hand pump.
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Aug 2016

RENEWAL AND MISSION IN THE MIDDLE EAST
Dear friends,
We hope you are having a good summer. We have
just returned from our home-leave/deputation in the
UK; sorry for not sending this out before we went.
Thanks to Facebook and email, however, we were
able to be in touch with many of you in the UK. Welcome to those receiving this for the first time.
This summer, instead of New Wine, we attended HTB Focus conference/Church Camp in the New
Forest, bringing together around 40 churches. It was an unexpected joy to see many friends we have
known since the 1980s. In London, we enjoyed taking part in Sunday services at our home church (Christ
Church W4), including a picnic/presentation about Alpha Levant, and at St Mary’s West Kensington. We
also had a meeting with members of our London Support Group. It was a blessing to meet up with many
dear friends and supporters, to visit family and to have a wonderfully refreshing holiday week in Cornwall.
Arabic Alpha Course resources
for refugees in Europe:
Bulgaria National Director who
also coordinates Orthodox Alpha.

Arabic Marriage Course
for refugees at a church
they attend in Beirut.

As mentioned in our last letter, we effectively did a “conference crawl” across Europe. We were very
encouraged by the Alpha Leadership Retreat in Hungary. We were surprised at the number of countries
wanting to run Alpha in Arabic with Syrian refugees – we gave resources to Germany, Bulgaria, Sweden
and Finland! We hope to have Alpha Arabic resources on the web soon, to be easily downloadable
anywhere.

Nabil gave a talk at the amphitheater in Ephesus, which you can read on this link to the new CMS
newspaper (page 25): http://churchmissionsociety.org/call-autumn-2016. It was great to be with our
supporting church St Mark’s Versailles in France to meet their new vicar and for Nabil to speak at their

Copyright 2016 Prayer Strategy for the Spheres of Influence - prayerstrategy.org

(continued next page)

Nabil is currently supervising the proof-reading the Arabic subtitles of the Alpha Film Series and
discussing the dubbing of the Alpha Youth Film Series into colloquial Lebanese. The CMS conference in
Izmir brought together mission partners from Europe, Middle East and Africa for mutual encouragement
and networking.
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CMS Prayer Letter - Aug 2016 (...continued)
Church Weekend. In between all these, we had a few days in Paris and Budapest with friends, celebrating
our 28th wedding anniversary in April.
It is now a year since we started our new role as Alpha Levant coordinators. It has been very
encouraging, with many new courses and possibilities. We did not realize how much demand there would
be for the Marriage Course. Here is a brief summary of what has happened so far. In Lebanon the
churches we are working with are from the following denominations: Greek-Catholic (2 dioceses),
Maronite (1 diocese and contact with 2 more), Baptist, Greek Orthodox, Armenian Orthodox and Alliance
Churches. 6 Alpha courses have been run (in Arabic and English) in parishes, prisons and a school. 15
Marriage Courses have been run (in Arabic and English, with plans for others in French, Russian and
Armenian) two with Syrian refugees and one with a Druze community. Even a gathering of our village
community to watch Euro2016 was a great way to get to know local people and for Nabil to discuss doing
Alpha with their youth group. In Syria we are resourcing a church in Aleppo to run Alpha and the Marriage
Course. In Jordan we are following up a Marriage Course request. We are continuing to look at
possibilities for Israel/Palestine. Please pray for courses planned in the autumn and for our Lebanon
team, as we continue to grieve the death of one member and another has just emigrated to France.
Praise God for two new members of our team.

PRISON ALPHA: with members of the National
Catholic Chaplaincy - next stop Tripoli Prison

MARRIAGE COURSE at St Andrew’s, with the
Bekaa Valley and Mount Hermon in the background

We enjoyed seeing Sebastian for brief spells this summer, as he is working on his Master’s dissertation,
to be handed in 7th September. Please pray for continued protection on his health and for him to finish
well. He will then start work in London, on a 3-month internship with the Financial Times; hopefully
followed by one with the UN in The Hague and one with a political consultancy firm in Beirut.
Sarah will be running a quilting workshop for refugee women in September, with an NGO that works in
one of Beirut’s poorest slums. She continues to be busy with admin and accounts (and Belle!), as well as
developing our team. We will be travelling to Turkey in September to join a Turkish Anglican church on
their church conference, with Nabil as the guest speaker. The church has previously run Alpha and Nabil
hopes to support them in re-starting the course. Please pray for safe travels and a blessed time for all, as
the news from Turkey seems to be hotting-up even by Beirut standards! Please pray for the Alpha Egypt
team who are finalising the production of the Arabic Parenting Course. Nabil organised the proof-reading
of the translation in Lebanon, to make it more pan-Arab. We will join in the launch of the course in Cairo
in October.
Thanks for your all your support, whether financial or in prayer.
We love hearing from you, please send us your news.
Lots of love,
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A New Initiative from Transforming Sydney and the
National Prayer Strategy for the Spheres of Influence
www.transformingsydney.org
www.prayerstrategy.org

PROCLAIMING PENTECOST

Proclaiming Pentecost is a grass roots movement to celebrate Pentecost Eve in unity.
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8
We are all praying for revival and transformation for our cities. God brought Sydney together at Pentecost
Eve 2015 and 2016 - read full reports at www.transformingsydney.org/TSEventsPentecost2015.html
and www.transformingsydney.org/TSEventsPentecost2016.html respectively.
As we are moving from region to region, we witness the power of the Holy Spirit sweeping across our
cities. bringing holiness, revival, righteousness, healing, forgiveness through the power of prayer.
Revivals and Awakenings: each is divine in nature and often contrary or external to the programs of men
(believers and unbelievers), and they have a profound effect and legacy on the communities that
experience them. 7 principles (or characteristics) of revival:
•

Gods’ Sovereignty (His timing - Acts 2:1)
• Prayer (Acts 1:14; 2:1)
• Unity (Acts 2:1)
• Obedience to the Spirit (Acts 2:4)

•

Preaching (Acts 2:14)
• Repentance (Acts 2:37-38)
• Evangelism (Acts 2:41)

The goal of one body, many parts (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:12) is most readily realized in prayer – Christians
can disagree on many matters, but can also be united to pray for the needs of our community, the prime
of which is for all peoples to be restored into relationship with the Father.
Taking this to heart, we earnestly look for and pray for revival, and in faith prepare by humbling ourselves,
praying in meekness, turning from our self-determining ways, and seeking instead the face of God our
Father (2 Chronicles 7:14).
Gathering together as one body, one church before our King Christ Jesus, and putting aside our
differences of opinion and revelation to publicly recognize and worship the one true Lord and our
Bridegroom fulfils Jesus’ prayer in John 17, and unlocks transformational blessing over our
nations and cities.
(continued next page)
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Proclaiming Pentecost (...continued)
Why Pentecost?
Every year, we celebrate the birthday of the Church on Pentecost. It was on that day, almost two thousand
years ago, when the Holy Spirit anointed the Apostles and the Church was transformed from a less than
two dozen frightened disciples holed-up in someone’s attic into a divinely inspired movement of over three
thousand believers. But why did such a momentous event happen on that day? Why did God choose that
day to reveal His glory in such a way? Why Pentecost?
The answer lies in the Jewish roots of the festival. The Jews call the feast Shavuot, of the Festival of
Weeks. Those ―weeksǁ refer to the seven weeks proscribed by Moses in Deuteronomy 16 and begin the
day after the Passover. As such, Shavuot is fifty days after the Passover and the Greek phrase for ―fifty
daysǁ comes to us as Pentecost. The festival had a double focus and really celebrated two different
occasions.
First, Pentecost was a celebration of the end of the grain harvest is Israel. As such, one of the many
names of the festival is the Festival of First-Fruits. In the Book of Numbers, the children of Israel are
instructed to bring their ―first-fruitsǁ to Jerusalem on the Festival of Weeks. (28:26) Farmers in Israel
would regularly survey their fields and, as soon as they saw fruit beginning to ripen, they would fasten a
reed to the fruit. When the Pentecost came around, they would gather those first-fruits and present them
to the Lord in the Temple.
In the twelfth chapter of St. John’s Gospel, some Greeks wanted to see Jesus. Our Lord answered them
by saying, ―The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified. Most assuredly, I say to you,
unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much
grain.ǁ (vv. 23-24) A few days later, Our Lord would be crucified and die on the Cross. Fifty days later, the
birth of the Church would be the first fruits of Jesus’ ministry! Jesus was the grain that ―falls to the ground
and diesǁ and in doing so, seven weeks later, He did produce much grain. In Jerusalem, the priests and
rabbis and all Jerusalem saw the first fruit offering which Our Lord presented in the Temple. That offering
was Church empowered by the Holy Spirit, speaking in tongues, healing the sick, and casting out demons.
That first fruit offering was over three thousand men!
A second aspect of Pentecost was a celebration of the giving of the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai.
According to Jewish Biblical scholars, Exodus 19 takes place fifty days after the Exodus and, thus, fifty
days after the first Passover. In many Jewish communities, Pentecost is observed by studying the Torah,
five Books of Moses, throughout the night.
The prophet Jeremiah foretold the events of the first Christian Pentecost in this way:
Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah—not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I
took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was
a husband to them, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after
those days, says the LORD: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their
God, and they shall be My people. (31:31-33)
Let us come in humility to celebrate this event together and see the fire of the Holy Spirit spread
across the Earth. Hallelujah
Lilian Schmid
National Coordinator
Prayer Strategy for the Spheres of Influence
www.prayerstrategy.org
The National Prayer Strategy is an independent national and international ministry, which doesn’t follow other
prayer movements in Australia but works in equal collaboration with them. Our information, research and
strategies are inspired by the Holy spirit and discerned by our board members.

Facilitator
Transforming Sydney Movement Inc.
www.transformingsydney.org
Email: lilian@transformingsydney.org
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Month of Prayer and Fasting - October 2016
By Francine Pirola, September 12, 2016

Scripture and the Church’s history give us many examples of the great impact when a whole community
undertakes prayer and fasting together.
Join us for a month of prayer and fasting to be held in parishes, schools and homes across the nation
during the month of October 2016.
We hope that in this time of national conversation on the subject of marriage we can encourage all to pray
for the well-being of marriages and families, and in a particular way for people who are same-sex
attracted or gender questioning. We also pray for a respectful national discussion on marriage.
This initiative began with the Australian Catholic
Marriage
and
Family
Council
http://
www.acmfc.org.au/month-of-prayer-andfasting/ - and there are around 70 Christian
churches joining the initiative.
1. The ACMFC has produced a 1min 39sec
video “living brochure” for the Month of Prayer
and Fasting which can be distributed and
used in your diocese as you choose. It can be
accessed on the ACMFC website by clicking
on this link: https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCQ83ax8uCgcJ_9sNkNVt-UQ
2. The prayer and fasting initiative has been
taken up by many of our Christian brothers
and sisters, some of whom are slightly
adapting the resource for use with their own
congregations. They have all expressed their
gratitude to the Catholic Church for the
initiative. Mr. Warwick Marsh, a coordinator of
the “National Day of Prayer & Fasting” has
been instrumental in sharing our initiative with
other Christian groups.

Francine & Byron Pirola
Directors of Marriage Formation
www.MarriageResourceCentre.org
www.SmartLoving.org
www.CathFamily.org
www.FranklyMag.org
www.LivingWellMedia.org
www.thePMRC.org
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3. A Facebook page has been developed to
respond to the Bishops’ invitation to focus on
prayer and fasting for the good of marriage
and families in October. Posts will be simple
and peaceful, using motivational memes and
reminders along with the weekly prayers.
Content will be sourced from reputable
Catholic sites. The focus will be on prayer and
fasting. Only those with a Facebook page will
be able to access it, of course. https://
www.facebook.com/PrayForMarriage/
The page promotes the following hashtag:
#PrayForMarriage
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United Call to Prayer & Fasting
for Marriage and Families
through month of October 2016
On 15 September 2016, a gathering of Christian leaders from all over Australia confirmed their support for
a call by the Catholic Church for a month of Prayer and Fasting for marriage and families throughout October 2016.
Approximately a dozen denominational leaders, church network leaders and prayer leaders called for all
Christian churches and Christian organisations across the nation to get behind this important call for prayer. Key Christian Aboriginal leaders are also supporting this call for prayer and fasting to protect marriage
from redefinition. Marriage between a man and a woman is sacred in Indigenous culture. Together all these leaders congratulated the Catholic Church for showing leadership and taking the initiative on this important issue.
See this website for more information regarding Indigenous perspective on sacredness of marriage:
www.ulurubarkpetition.com
The team at the National Day of Prayer & Fasting, in cooperation with the Canberra Declaration, are going
to provide a daily email devotion comprising a scripture, short inspiration and prayer for all those who want
a digital daily inspiration.
Warwick Marsh and James Condon the co-convenors of the gathering have asked other denominational
leaders and Christian organisations to urgently register their support for this period of Prayer & Fasting for
Marriage and Families during the month of October by midnight 22 September 2016 to either one of the
email addresses listed below. Feel free to ring if you have any questions.
Email james.condon@aue.salvationarmy.org
James Condon
National Day of Prayer & Fasting
www.nationaldayofprayer.com.au
Phone 0478 301 468
Email warwick@webshield.net.au
Warwick Marsh
National Day of Prayer & Fasting
www.nationaldayofprayer.com.au
Phone 0418 225 212
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10 Days of Shock and Awe ~ Day #1 Repent of Abortion
National Apostasy #1: Innocent Slaughter
Dear Christian Warriors:
Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to such as these." ~ Matthew 19:14
Dear Christian Prayer Warriors:
For the next 10 Days (Days of Awe), we will be doing a "Shock and Awe" campaign to spur the Body of Christ
into action. This is the year that Jesus Christ comes to set the captives free...beginning with the innocent
children. It is our prayer that these images SHOCK you into action and out of apathy and instill a serious AWE
for God Almighty and an acknowledgement of the horrific irreverence we have had for those created in His Holy
Image.
Below is a helpful Prayer Points link that we encourage you to take into your prayer closet and BESEECH God
for His assistance in fighting the war against our children globally.
The prayers of the righteous (REPENTANT) are POWERFUL and
EFFECTIVE. The devil knows if you PERSONALLY REPENT, you
then have access to the Most High God. Your prayers and petitions
will be POWERFUL in destroying the devil's agenda.
So let's get moving. Each of us needs to REPENT (personally),
BELIEVE (trust God), CONFESS (openly exalt Christ to others) and
WALK (pour out our lives as a living sacrifice for Christ, bear fruits
worthy of repentance). ONWARD!
God bless you,
Pastor Jeffrey Daly
Founder/Director
National Day of Repentance
www.dayofrepentance.org
Isaiah 1:13-17 The Message (MSG)
jdalylaw@aol.com
"Quit your worship charades. I can't stand your trivial religious
Day of Repentance,
games:
P.O. Box 1302, Middletown, CA 95461
Monthly conferences, weekly Sabbaths, special meetings meetings, meetings, meetings - I can't stand one more!
Amos 5:21-24 The Message (MSG)
Meetings for this, meetings for that. I hate them! You've worn me
"I can't stand your religious meetings.
out!
I'm fed up with your conferences and
I'm sick of your religion, religion, religion, while you go right on
conventions.
sinning.
I want nothing to do with your religion
When you put on your next prayer-performance, I'll be looking
projects, your pretentious slogans and
the other way.
goals.
No matter how long or loud or often you pray, I'll not be listening.
I'm sick of your fund-raising schemes,
And do you know why? Because you've been tearing people to
your public relations and image making.
pieces, and your hands are bloody.
I've had all I can take of your noisy egoGo home and wash up. Clean up your act.
music. When was the last time you sang
Sweep your lives clean of your evildoings so I don't have to look
to me?
at them any longer.
Do you know what I want? I want justiceSay no to wrong. Learn to do good.
oceans of it.
Work for justice. Help the down-and-out.
I want fairness - rivers of it. That's what I
Stand up for the homeless. Go to bat for the defenseless.”
want. That's all I want.”
PRAYER ~ Heavenly Father, Creator of the Universe, Leader of all Nations: We humbly beseech you to hear our
prayers. Our nation and, indeed, the entire planet is in a state of spiritual chaos and disorder. We have
apostasized and drifted far away from our Judeo-Christian heritage. In the name of "democracy" and "equality" we
have instead invited in false idols and pagan gods. In the name of "choice" we have slaughtered millions of
innocents. In the name of "tolerance" we have sanctified sinful perversions. In the name of "social justice" we
have squandered our children's inheritance. In the name of "fairness" we have embraced human secularism and
abandoned allies. Now, in the Name of Jesus Christ, the Name above all Names, the King of kings and the Lord
of lords, we pray that you would touch hearts throughout this nation and the world. We pray that our public
humbling and sincere repentance would ignite the passion of all of mankind towards the gospel of Jesus Christ
and that we would help complete the Great Commission mandate as Your Bride. Amen.
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